"Te1 yBepeH?" Ctapsii MepsuH NOCTaBUI HOTY Ha CTyNeHbKY. KpoMBeslb jiexXasl HefalekKo 0T TOTO
MecTa, rae crosiy1, Ho Ctaphlii MepnuH gaxe He cMOTpes Ha Hero. OH HampaBul CBOU 3€JIEHBIN IT0COX
Ha [I>XepraHa, OrPOMHBIM Maru4yecKui KpUCTaJll, KOTOPHIH ObIJT BCTPOEH B KOHYMK I10COXa,
HCIIyCKalOIIero TyMaHHOE 3eJIeHOe IIlaMs.

BosHa MOIITHOM Maruu, Ka3anaoch, BEI3Bajla CUJIbHEIE TTOPHIBH BeTpa 3a U3ympynHoi OatuHeid. [Teib u
KJIOUKY OyMaru Ha 3eMJjie COOMpauch U KPYKUTUCh,CIIOBHO MaJleHbKKEe TaHIIOPH B Hebe.

Ot Craporo MepruHa mijia HeoTpa3uMas aypa. OHa OTIMYajIoCh OT TOM 4TO Oblzla B MIPOTHUBOCTOSTHUU
c JIun JIlu paHee; Ha 3TOT pa3 aypa Orina elle 0ojiee arpeCcCUBHOM 1 MOILIHOM.

Tonbko Torga JIuH JIu MOHS, KaK eMy I10Be3J10, KOT/la OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI CUJTY, COlePKaIllyiocs B
aype. Ecnu 61 CTapeiii MepnuH He MOaBUI €0 YMCTBEHHOM CUJION U He aTaKoBaJl
HeTocpefCcTBeHHO, JIuH JIu, BeposTHO, B KOHEYHOM UTOTe Jiexkasl Obl Ha CTyIleHbKaX 3af0Jiro 0 TOTO,
Kak [[>KepuaH IPUIIEeNl eMy Ha ITOMOIIIb.

970 ObIM IBa aOCONMIOTHHIX Pa3HBIX MEUPOB Mara BOCHMOI'O YPOBHS M BEPXOBHOI'O Mara IMaTHaAIaToro
YPOBHSI.

Crapriit Mepmun ommb6ces B Bei6ope 1mosist 6051, B KoTopoM JIuH JIu Obin nydimuM. 9To Obia
HEeHOpPMaJlbHas MHTEJIJIeKTyalbHast CHjla, KOTOPOM IM03aBUA0Bas Ol Jaxe jnereHgapHbd Mar. Ho
maxke B 9To¥ ob6nactu CTapelit MepiuH, ¢ ero IOHMMaHUeM IIPaBuiI, mobeaus 6e3 COMHEHHUS.

JIuu JIu cTosin, Habmomas 3a CTapeiM MepnuHoM u3fganeka. OH MOT BUIETh TOJIBKO OOHO CJIOBO OT
Hero: pasnuune. Korga ctapeld MepnuH IOOHAJCS 10 CTyleHbKaM, [I)KepuaH Kpemye CxKall II0COX.
MouiHas aypa - Takasd Xe MoIHas, Kak y Ctaporo MepruHa - ucxoguna ot [xepuaHa. Ero Terno,
M3HayvaJIbHO Ka3aBllleecsi MATKUM KakK 4ydesio, ObIIO TaKUM XKe BHYIIUTEIbHBIM, KakK ropa B TaHHBIN
MoMeHT. OcTaBanocCh JIUIIL MTHOBeHNE YTOOH! IBa CaMBIX MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIX Mara B [[2kappocyce
Hayvanu OUThCS U3JTydasi OCIENUTeIbHEIE UCKPHL. "

ThI maBHO XOTEJI TPeNnofaTh MHE YPOK MOCJIE TOTO, KaK IPUXOAUIIOCH TEPIIETh MEHS TaK MHOTO JIET,
BepHO?" MaHepa [I;kepuaHa Oblyla TaKO# XkKe CIIOKOWHOM, KaK U IIpexe, flaxke B YCIOBUSIX OIPOMHOI0
NaBIIEHUS.

“3aTkHucs, [Ixxepuan!"

JIuo ctaporo MepsuHa OBIJIO TBEPABIM, HO B TTTyOKMHE OyIIXA OH B3MOXHYIIL.

Ecnu 661 KpoMmBenb He OABeN ero, oH He Opocus Obl BEI30B [I2KepuaHy, KOTOPHIH OBIT TAKUM XKe
apxuMaroM, Kak u oH, 6e3 HHKaKOU YBepeHHOCTH B mobefe.



Otu 30 GYTHITOK C MaruYeCcKUM 3e7IbeM MUCTUKY OBbUIM BaXkHH, HO CTaporo MepnuHa Gonblie
WHTepecoBaja [ uIbaus MaTuu, Y KOTOPOU GBI CBOM (hapMaiieBT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, "TONOIHBIN
BepOtton ObLI BCe eltle Gonblite yiomanu”. [Unbaus Maruu, KOoTopast JeCATUIETUAMU Oblla B yIagke,
MOTJIa POTUBOCTOSITh ceMbe MepiuH B [IxkKappocyce. Kak Obl 3TO BEITJISIEIO0, €CITH OBl ¥ HIX
TTOSIBUIICSI COOCTBEHHBIM (hapMalleBT?

U kak apxumar, Ctapeii MepiuH, oH mocian Kpomsesns, 4ToOwl TepefaTh uxX 0oOpsle HAMepeHus, u
Maxe TOCJaa B 3HAK YBaXKeHUS YeThIpe 3aKJIMHAHUS YeTHIPHAIIATOr'0 YPOBHS, KOTOPHIE OBITIU B UX
ceMmerHoM 3armace. [TomuMo 30 OYTHIIOK Maru4eckoro 3eyibsi MUCTUKYU KOTOPBLIE OH XOTeJI, OH TaKke
JKeJajl Koe-4To 0OoJIbIee: BOCCTAaHOBUTEL OTHOILIEHUS ¢ [MIbauel Maruu.

Kax mor Crapslii MepiuH He BUOETH C BEICOTEL €70 MYAPOCTH, YTO ['unbaus Maruu co cBouM
(dbapmaleBTOM B KOHEYHOM UTOre 00bemuHUT Bech ['opop [Ixkappocyc? Vi3 mHOTUX cul B ['opofe
Ixappocyc ['mnpaus Maruu onpeneneHHo OyoeT JOMUHUPOBATh Hall BCEMU B OyAyIIEeM.

[TockonbKy paccBeT ['unbauu Maruu OBIJIO UEM-TO, UTO He MOTJIo Ovl OBITH OCTaHOBIIEHO, CTaphii
MepnuH cuuTan ieecoobpa3HbEIM MIPOTAHYTh UM PYKY APYXKOHI, Tpexkae yeM Obl 9TO MIPOU3OIILIO.
Kpowme Toro, Ctapeii Mepnus Obl1 B 00Jiee-MeHee XOPOIIKUX OTHOIIEeHUAX nocnenHue 20 neT. Y Hero
He ObUIO HUKaKUX KOHMIUKTOB ¢ ['Mnbauelt Maruy, U OH faXKe UMeJl HeKOTOPHIE IeJI0Bble OTHOLIEHUS
¢ HuMu. CTapeli MepnuH CYUTAN, YTO, ecu Obl OH OB MCKPeHHUM, [[3KepuaH, Cy[s II0 ero
XapaKTepy, chesan Obl TAaKOM 3Ke MYIOPHIY BHIOOD, Kak U OH.

HOSTOMY OH ITIOCJIall KpOMBeHH C YETEIPbMSA YETBEIPHAAIIATHIO YPOBHIMN 3aKJIMHAHUH.

Ho sTOT mauoT BCe NCHOPTHII.

Bcero mBa mHS Ha3a[d OH Haxke MOKJISJICS eMy, YTO MOJIOHOM Mar 1o uMeHu Oenukc OB HA MSTOM
WY IIeCTOM YPOBHE M YTO ero MPUHSIU B [UIbOMIO Maruy He 60JbIlle YeM Ha JeCsATh JHeH.

[Tpu meicniu 06 aToM CTapbiii MepiuH OB TaK 3071, UTO IIOUYBCTBOBAJI, YUTO €T0 JIETKHE BOT-BOT
B30PBYTCA. [J0CTaTOYHO B3TJISTHYTh Ha TO, KaK OH MOCTYIIXUJI, MTHOBEHHO BHITyCKas Ymap Bopmomama
BTOPOro ypoBHs. KakoBa Oblza cujla Mara IsiTOr0 UJIH IIIeCTOTO YPOBHS? OTO OBLI, BEPOSITHO, OOIIMiA
cTaHmapT 6onbuuHCTBa BosmeOHbx CTPETIKOB ...

nu IIOCMOTPUTE HaA BRIPaAXKEHHNE JINIla KeBuHa, CTOSIMIETO rnepen HUM. OH OBI IJIEMSTHHUKOM
H}KepI/IaHa ", HECOMHEHHO, BTOPLEIM B I'unpouu Maruu. M Bce XKe OH DOJIKEH OH Aefal TO, YTO XOTe]l,
KaK OH MOT OBITh He3HAUUTEIbHLIM IIepCOHaxKeM OJIsd TUIbIAN?

Ho 6ri10 yKe cnuiukoMm rno3nHo. Ha camom pene, maxe Craphiii MepiiH He IIpeArosarai, 4YTo 3TOT
MoJjiomou Mar Penukc OymeT TakuM 0e3:KamoCcTHEIM. He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX IPUBETCTBUU UJTH
IIePeroBOPOB, TONBKO NPIMOX Yaap Bomonanga moOgHSITONW PYKOM.



Ynap Bopomapa pa3pyiuia He TOJIBKO TOPAOCTb, KOTOPOU NTpUaepKuBaics KpoMBesnb Ha MPOTIKEHUN
6onee 20 neT, HO ¥ pa3pyuIua miaaHs CTaporo.

B ToT MomeHT, Korga Kpomsens Ovin BeiOpoIeH u3 U3ympynnou bamrau, Ctapbiit MepidH 3Hal, 4TO
BCce KOHYeHO. CeMbsi Mep/uH oTepsisia Bce B 00pb0e 3a Marnyeckoe 3ejibe TAWHON Maruu, a Takxke
IIOJTHOCTHIO 3a6JI0KMpOBAsia IMyTh K BOCCTAHOBIEHUIO APYKOHI ¢ [UIbauel MaTruu.

HukTo He BeIOpas OBl COI03HUKA, KOTOPHIM MUTAJ OBl HETOJIOBaHHUeE, laXKe eCJIH OBl 3TO TOIBKO CHIH
COI03HUKA OBLI HEOBOJIEH.

... Ecrtu Tonbko CTapelit Mep/nuH He 3aX04eT OTpedhcst 0T KpoMmBesis u BEIOpaTh APYIroro mpeeMHUKa.
Ho Bce 3Hanu, 9T0 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. Y cTaporo MepinuHa OBIJT TOJIBKO OOUH ChIH, 1 KpoMBesb ObII
€r0 eIUHCTBEHHEIM BHIOOPOM.

Y craporo Mepnuta OBLT TOJIBKO OIUH BEIOOD - moOenuTh [IxkepuaHa! [I:KepuaH ¥ OH Bceraa Obliu
IOBYMS U3 CAMBIX MOTYIIIECTBEHHBEIX MaroB B [Ixkappoce. Tonbko mo6euB ero, OH CMOT YTBEPAUTHCS B
KayeCTBe Mara HOMep OfuH B [[2Kappocyce U MO3BOJIUTh CeMbe MepJIvH MUPHO IIPEe00JieBaTh
Oynmymue Kpusuckl. [Jo abCOMIOTHOM BJIaCTU Mara HOMep OfMH, CEMbH MaroB, KOTOPHIE JK[Iall CBOET0
IIaHCa, CKOpee BCero, BpeMeHHO X0PoIo Benu cebsi. B To ke BpeMs nopaxeHue [IkepruaHa Ha
IOJITOe BpeMs 3aCTaBUT 3aMOI4aTh [ MabOuio Maruu. M mpugeTcs CHOBa coOpaThCs C CUIIaMU U
OO0XKOaThCS CIeOyIollel BO3MOKHOCTHU MOJHATHCH.

[TepepblB MOXKET OBITH HEIOITUM, HO 3TOTO OYET AOCTAaTOYHO AJISI CeMbU MepIH MOATOTOBUTHCS ...

Ons Ctaporo MepiuHa 3T0 OyHeT Ny4Iluil pe3yabTaT AJisd BCeX 9TUX COOBITHi. Ho, eCciiu BO3MOXKHO,
OH X0TeJ Obl, YTOOK eMy He MPHUIIIOCh 3aXOOUTh TaK HajieKo.

CTaB apxuMarom, ObIJI0O MHOTO BeIlei, KOTOPEIE YacTo He Hy2KHO ObIIT0 BUAETh rma3aMu. [IpocTo 1o
omymenusiM, Ctapeiit Mepius OblT yBepeH, uTo cua [IKepuaHa He OyneT ciiabee ero COOCTBEHHOIM.
[To6eguTens OUTBLH MEXIY apXuMaraMu, BeposiTHO, OyIeT ompenesieH Be3eHUEM.

Crapslit MepnuH HUKOTTa OBl He cfiefiajl HU4ero HeyBepeHHOro B cBoel XKu3Hu. OH HUKOTHa He
CTaBUJI BCe Ha yhady, Kak OH [iesiajl 3TO ceryac.
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