KpomBens Bcerma cunTal, 4To KeBruH ObIT efUHCTBEHHEIM MOJIOABIM YEeJI0BEKOM B ['MIIbIMH Maruy,
IOCTOMHBIM YIIOMUHAHUS Ha OOHOM YpPoBHe ¢ HUM. OH CYMTAJI, YTO Mar - Ha TPU rofia CTaplile ero u
Ha TPH TOMla PaHbILE MOTyYUBTUN CepTU(UKALINI0 BOCBMOTO YPOBHS - OBITT €70 €UHCTBEHHBIM
KOHKYPEeHTOM B [[3KappoCyC-CUTH.

Yro kacaetcs JIun JIu ... OH OBIJT HUYEM MHBIM, KAK MaroM HH3KOTO YPOBHSI.

Ho Telepb OH OBIT IMOBEPXKEH TaKUM HU3KOYDPOBHEBEIM MalrOM.

Be3 HuKakux 00bsSICHEHUH U MPUYKH. DTO OB IPOCTOM, HO XXKeCTOKuM Yoap Bomomana, u oH
TIOJIHOCTBIO CJIOMUJI TOPHOCTE, KoTopoy KpomBens nmpunepxkuBaics 6onee 20 net. Haxonsce Ha Moy,
KpoMmBenb BAPYT MOHST, HACKOIBKO OH CJ1al.

JInun JIu HaknoHuscs Hapg KpomBerneMm, ynei0Ka Bce ellle He MTOKKUala ero iuia. ToJIbKO ero Ia3a
M3y4daly YrpozKaloluil CBeT, TaKou, uTo KpoMBenb HU Ha MUHYTY HE YCOMHUJICS, YTO OH YOLET €T0
IIPOCTO OJHUM B3MaxoM PyKu. BeCKOHeYHBIN CTpaXxX XJIBIHYII B €ro cepflle, KaK OYATO OH MIHOBEHHO
BEPHYJICA B 3aKaTHBIE TOPHI, CTOJIKHYBIIUCH C yKacatolleil 'opunoi. OH CHOBa HEBOJIBHO
OTIIATHYJICS.

“IloBosbHO!" B MOMEHT CHU3Y pa3falics rojoc.

YcnpiiaB 3HaKOMBIM T'0J10C, KpOMBeEsb, KOTOPHIM TOIBKO UTO IIOTPY3UJICS B CTpaX, IOXOAWUI Ha
TOHYILETO YeJI0BeKa, 3allelIMBIIEr0Cs 3a CIIaCUTeIbHYI0 COIOMUHKY. "OTery!"

"3aTkHuCh! Tebe He cTEIAHO?" CTaphlii MepnuH BHIIIEN U3 TOJIE. OH ObIT OET B YEPHYIO
Marm4eckyl Ofiexay, IIpaBas pyKa CKHMaJja 3eJieHbli mocox. OH u3nydan aypy, HaCTOIbKO
MOIIIHYIO0, YTO Jaxe Ha pacCTOsgHUHU Iara JIuHb JIu 4yBCTBOBAJI HEIIPEOJOINMOE JaBIeHHE.

«Mar ®enukc, cmacubo, 4YTO HaKa3aau Moero pebeHkKa oT Moero uMeHu». CTapbiii MepJuH BHITIISAEN
HUCKPEHHHUM U CJIeTKa MOKIOHuUIICS JIud JIu. Ho Korma OH IMOIHSII TOJIOBY, €ro ria3a 00HaKUIN

Omeck yOMMCTBEeHHBIX HaMepeHui. «Ho HeKOTOPEIe BEIH MOMXKHbI OBITH OCTABIIEHEl MHE KaK OTIIY.
Mortofo¥t YeioBeK, BaM HHKOT{A He MOBPENUT OBITH HEMHOTO J00pee».

Korpa ronoc Ctaporo MepnuHa yCIIOKOUJICSI, MarndyeCKue 3JIEMEHTHl B OKPECTHOCTSX IIPEBPATUIUCh
B OypHYI0 BOJIHY, ITOX0XKYIO Ha TUTAHTCKUM BUXPb, PACIPOCTPAHSIONIUICS 110 Bcel ob6nactu. JIuH JIu
IIOYYyBCTBOBaJI OecIpelieleHTHOE JaBlieHue, CTOSIIee B IIEHTPe 3TOT0 BUXps. EMy IPUIIIOCE KPENKO
CTHCHYTH 3yOBI, YTOOBI HE COTHYTHCS IO TAKUM OTPOMHBIM JaBJIEHUEM.



B To ke BpeMs, cuna gyxa Ctaporo MepinuHa pocia, KaK IpUIMBHAS BOJIHA, BO3OEUCTBYS Kakoou
BOJIHOM Ha LIEHTD BUXpP4, rae crosn JIun Jlu.

"Bel cnmuinkoM BeXIuBEL" JIMH JIU CXKaJl 4eslioCTH, BHE3AIlHO BEIKa3aB HEHOPMAJIbHYI0 YMCTBEHHYIO
CHUJTy, efiBa BeiIepkuBas 6uTBy co CTapbiM MepauHOM, THe OH CTONKHYJICS C CIIMIIKOM OOJIBIIION
pa3HUIEN.

Ho MeXKOYy apXuMaroM IATHAAIIaTOr0 YPOBHA U MaroOM BOCEMOT'O YPOBHS OITHOM JIUIIIb YMCTBGHHOfI
CHUJITHI OBITIO OBI HeJoCTaTO4HO, YTOOBI KOMIIEHCHPOBATE OTPOMHO€E HEPABEHCTBO BO MOIIIH.

9T0 OBIIO MHOTOMEPHOE€ HEPABEHCTBO HE TOJIBKO B CHUJIE€ M OIIBITE, HO U B IIOHKMMaHUHU ITPAaBUIJI.

B aToT MoMeHT CTaphiii MepniuH Ka3ajiCs BEeTEPAHOM, KOTOPHIM OCBOWII ITPABUIIa UT'PHI, 3aIyTUBas
HOBMYKA, TOJIHKO YTO BOIIEMIIET0 B UTPOBOK KPyT. Kak TOIBKO BHI JOCTUTHETE ISTHAMAIIATOTO YPOBHS,
yTOORI IOCTHYh YPOBHS apXuMara, Ballle IIOHHMaHKe BCer0 Maruyeckoro MMpa OKaxkeTcs Ha
COBEpIIEHHO OPYTrOM ypoBHe. He3aBUCUMO OT TOT0, HACKOJIbKO CHUIbHA OblJla YMCTBEHHas cujia JIuH
JIvt ¥TM HACKOJIbKO €T0 MaHa ImouTH OeCKOHEeYHa, OH HMKOTTa He CMOXKET MIPEOI0NIeTh TaK0oe
HEPABEHCTBO B YPOBHE.

YTO OH MOT CHenaTh cerndac, Tak 9TO AePXKaThCA U IMPOAO0JIXKaThk.

Ho gaxe B sTOM ClIy4ae OH HE MOT IIPpOaep2KaThbCA CIIMIIKOM OOJITO.

JIunb JIu MOT SICHO 4yBCTBOBATh TUTAHTCKUY BUXPh, Bpalllaoluics ¢ 6e3yMHOM CKOPOCTHIO ...

[Tocrne BONH ¥ YMCTBEHHEBIX YAAPOB OH OKa3aJICsl Ha IPaHu Kpaxa. ITo OBUIO 4YyBCTBO OTYasgHUS. B
pasrape OrpoOMHOT0 BOgoBOpPOTa JIMHE JIu OYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €My HEYEM COTIPOTHUBIISITHCS.

ApxuMar JeMCTBUTENIbHO BIIeYaTISeT ... ITO OB epBHIM pa3, Koraa JIuH JIu BCTPeTUI MPOTUBHUKA,
KOTOPOT'0 HEBO3MOXKHO MTOOEeIUTH C TEX IIOP, KaK OH IIepecesuiics B 3TOT MUp. ['my6oKoe 4yBCTBO
pa3odapoBaHusg BO3HUKIIO U3 €T0 Cephla.

Ha camowm fmene, B 3T0 BpeMs CTapeiii MepiauH 4yBcTBOBan ce0st He Oosee crokoiHel, yeM JIun Jlu.

Mormomo#t Mar fo Hero OblT He cTapine 20 meT, HaMHOTo Monoxe KpomBensi. Ho B KOHTPOJIe MOIIY OH
OBLIT B HECKOJIBKO pa3 cunbHee KpoMBeJist, KOTOPBIM C IOHBIX JIET IIPOSIBUIT BRIOAIOIMIUICS TaJIaHT.
Crapslit MepnuH paHee TakKXke 3aMeTHJT B U3y4eHUH, HAaCKOJIbKO CUIbHOM Obl7la YMCTBEHHAs CHJIA
3TOr0 MOJIOHOT0 YesioBeKa. OH oTmas Obl BCe,9TO OBl ITOHSTH, KAKOB K€ eT0 Mpefer.

Crapslit MepiiH ITpeKpacHo 3HaJ, YTO OH MOT JOMUHUPOBATh B OMTBe u3-3a ero 0ojee riry6boKoro



IMIOHMMaHUA IIPABHII.

Brlna pasHuila B IeCITh YPOBHEH MeXay 00eMMU CTOPOHAMU, ¥ B UTOTe 3TO OBl OBl CTI0CO0
ompeneNnuTs moOequTeNs B 9TOM OUTBe.

[Tpodeccus mara Gblyia BEICOKO HePapXUYeCKOM, U KaXK[Iblil YPOBEHb I0IPa3yMeBal OrPOMHBIN
IIporpecc B Mouu. Pa3phIB MeXKAy apXUMaroM ¥ MaroM Obli 60JIbIlle YeM mporacTb. TONMBKO B
YPOBHEBBIX CPAXKEHUSX, TAKUX KaK Mexny CtapeiM MepnuHoM U [[2KeprHaHOM, COPeBHOBaHUE OBIITO
OBl ITPABUITLHEIM.

ApxuMmar, yrHeTalmuii Mara, abCoMOTHO KaJoK ...

Ho oxupaHue XKanoCTy B KOHEYHOM UTOTE IIPUBEJIO K TaKou CUTyalli! B HACTOLAIIee BPEeMsI.

Haxe Crapelii MepiuH He MOT He yOUBIATLCA. EMMHCTBEHHOE, 4TO nIopafoBasio Ctaporo MepiuHa,
3TO TO, YUTO 3Ta HEpPaBHas, HO CTpaHHas OMTBa HAKOHEI] ITOfI0IIa K KOHIIY ...

O6nmyMmeiBast 9T0, CTapeiii MepnuH 4yBCTBOBa ce0s xkankuM. OH OB apXUMaroM, HO TOPAUIICS
no0emoy Hag MaroM.

l'urantckun BHUXDb 683YMHO BpalIllaJiCsi, ¥ BOJIHBI YMCTBEHHEIX YOIAdPOB OBLIH C KaXKOO! BOJIHOM BHIITIE
U BBHIIIIE.

B ToT MoMeHT, Korga JIun JIn OyMaJl, 9TO €rO0 IIOTJIOTUT TUTAHTCKUM BUXDE, B I/ISYMPYJIHOfI OarHe
pa3maincsa 3HAKOMEBIH T'0JI0C. «M3ThIO, 4 BUXY, ThL ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO BEIMATBEIBAEIIECA U3-3d 3TOT'O».

B cnepyroiee Mruosenue JIuH JIu mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KakK TAXKECTh YIIJia C €ro Tejla. [ MraHTCKUU BUXPb,
Ka3aJioch, MTHOBEHHO Hcye3 0e3 ciefia, Kak OyaTo ero tTam HUKoraa He Ovimo. Ctapeiii MepnuH Bce
ellle CTOSJI y IONHOXKUS JIECTHULIBL; €ro B3rJIAA nepeMectuscs ¢ JIun Jlu B ctopory UsyMpynHoOU
barmian.

I>KepraH BHIIIE U3 OAlllHU, BHITIISOA TaKUM Ke HEeYKJITI0XKUM, KakK Bcerga. Ero kpyrnas ¢urypa
KaTHuJach, a He IIa.

«3aBsi3bIBail C 9TUM fiepbMoM, [IxkepuaH. Thl JONKEH HaTh MHe 00bsICHEHHE TOMY, YTO ITPOU30IIIIO0
ceromHs. YX mocrapaiics, 4epT Tebs gepu...»

«41 roBopio, MaThIO, TH Y2Ke IOCTaTOYHO B3POCIIHIH, pa3Be TH HE MOMXKeH ObITh 00J1€€ Pa3yMHBIM?
TpeGoBaTh 00BsICHEHUH, KOTHa Tl U3[IeBaJICA Hafl KEM-TO B MOEU T'MJIbOUY, THl IeHCTBUTEIHHO
IyMaelllb, YTO MeHs JIETKO 3amyraTh, Korfa S Habpas aBTOPUTET B 9TU OBa roga?



Kak TonbKo mpo3Bydal rojoc [kepuaHa, aTMochepa 3a rnpepenaMu M3ympynHou OalltHu cTaia
HalnpsKeHHOH. Bce ceppiia OelleHHO 3aKOJIOTUIUCE. ITO Oblyia He 6uTBa Mexkny JIuH JIu u CTapeiM
MepnuHOM, Kak OBIJIO [0 9TOTO PaHee - 3TO OblIa MPOCTO pacIjiaTa OTIla 3a u3bueHue ChiHa. Temeph
IBOE MYXKYWH, ITPOTUBOCTOSIIINE, OBIJTA BePXOBHEIMU Maramu 0ojiee MSTHAAIIATOTO YPOBHS, U TaK¥kKe
OB IBYMSI M3 TOITOBBEIX MOIIIHEIX MaroB, BO3TJIABIsABLINX [[2Kappocyca.

Kak TonbKO fiBe Cuibl 00epHYIUCH APYT IPOTHB OPYra, Bech [I:Kappocyc BIlal B CMSATEHNE.
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