Yro KpoMBesb HE MOT TePIEeTh, TaK 9TO MO3UIMIO ITUX MPOKJISITEHIX MaroB. ITHU BEICOKHE U
mo0OecTHbIe MHIlA TOYTH cBomud KpomBesns ¢ yma. OH He MOT CMUPHUTBCS C TeM, KaK 9TH JTIOIH,
KOTOPHIE TaK CTapaiuCh MPUMA3aThCsl K HEMY, TETIePh MOTJIU TaK IIPEe3PUTEIbHO CMESThCS Hal HUM.
KpoMBenb HE MOT BCIIOMHMTb, KaK €My yIaloCh TePexkuTh 9T0 yTpo. Kax bl pas, Korma oH
BBIHYKJasl cebs IpyxKeno0HO yIE0aThCS, BCe, UTO OH IIOJTy4Yas B3aMeH, OblJI0 HECKOJIBKO XOJIOHOE
OTHOIIIEHHE.

Ilo MomeHTa, Korfia OH HakKoHel] yBunen KesrHa. KpoMBesib, KOTOPHIM YK€ HECKOJIBKO pa3 UMEJl JejI0
¢ KeBuHoM, 3Ha, 4TO ecnu Ovl B ['mnbaun Maruu JIxKappoca OCTaJICS YeCTHRIM YeJI0BEK, 3TO
omnpenenerHo Ovin 06l KeBuH. ITo MEHeHMIO KpoMBeisi, C Y4eCTHEIM YeJIOBEKOM OBIJI0 HAMHOT'O JIerde
pas3roBapuBarTh.

"Mar KeBuH, 0aBHO He BUOEIUCH!"

"9-3 ... [laBHO He Bumenuch, Muctep KpomBens". YBunes KpoMmBers, ronosa KeButa Havasna 601€eTh.
Ecnu 6 6B110 BO3MOXKHO, OH X0TeJs Obl CKa3aTh: «JIyurie 6 He Bumen!» BMeCTO.

ZKanb, 4TO OHU yKe BUAEeNU ApyT Apyra. KpoMBens, 0X0XKui Ha TOHYIIEr0 4eJI0BeKa, CXKUMAIOIIero
m00yI0 COJIOMUHKY, CIIOCOOHYIO CIIaCTH €T0 XKU3Hb, OPOCUIICS K HEMY U II0XKaJl pyKy KeBuHY - X0ueT
OH TOro MM HeT. "[laBHO He BUIEINCH, JOJIT0 He BUOEIUCH ..."

JIuu JIu, cTosiBIIKi COOKY, OBINI, KOHEUHO, TPOUTHOPUPOBaH. KpoMBenb myMar, 4To Temephb, KOraa y
II>xepuaHa Tsxkenas 6071e3Hb, Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIN NOJIKeH Ha0IomaTh 3a [Unbouei Maruy,
€CTeCTBEHHO, CTaHeT ero miaeMsHHKoM, KeBuHoM. Kakue ObUIM TPUYUHEL, YTOOB HE MOAPYXKUTHCS C
TJ1aBOY TWJIBAUY Ha 3aMeHe ¥ BMECTO 3TOr0 BCTYIUTh B 4aT C MaroM B TSIKeJIOM IOJI0KeHuu? Kpome
Toro, Oymy4u HaclieMHUKOM ceMbu MepuH, KpoMBesb He MOT TI03BONUTE ce0e ONyCKaThCs U
MHUIIAUPOBATh IPUBETCTBHE C MaroM HHM3KOT0 YPOBHS.

JInn JIu GBI XOPOIN B IOHUMaHUK HaMeKOoB. Korma BhIpaxkeHue uila KpoMBesist omnanock eMy B
rja3a, OH TOYHO 3HaJl, YTO IPOUCXOOUT B €T0 T'OJIOBE ...

Ho JIy4Iie OBITTIO OBI CMHUPHUTBCSA C TEM, UTO €TI0 UTHOPUPYIOT, YTOOBI K HEeMYy He IIOOOILIIN C
YHBI6aIOH.II/IMC$I JIUIIOM M HEe IIYTaJIUCh C HUM, YTOOHI B 6YHYH.IGM AJOCTaBUTL €EMY HEIIPUATHOCTH.

KpoMBenbs 00myMBIBa CBOO TPOCKHOY elrle A0 TOTO, KaK IIPUILelI, HO, IOCKOIbKY eMy IIPUXOOUII0ChH
COepXKUBATh €€ B TEUEHHE BCETO yTPa, OH MOYTH CTPafaa OT TOTO, YTO CAEPKUBAI €€ CIUIIKOM
nonro. Temepb, KOT{la OH HaKOHeIl fforHan KeBuHa, OH JaXxe He JacT eMy LIaHC COMPOTUBNAThCSA. OH
He CcllaBaJiCs C TeX Iop, Kak cxBaTu1 KeBrHa 3a pyku. OH Havas ¢ ApyKObI, KOTOPYIO OHU Pa3felisiiu
C IeTCTBa, a 3aTeM IIPOMIOIKHUJII Pa3roBop O Iriy00KOoM U maBHeH Apyxk0Oe Mexny ceMbeli MepiuHa u
I'unpouen Maruu.

BoM0bapaupoBKa CJI0B ¥ MUJIOCTH cesanyd KeBuHa Ype3BEIYaiiHO COHHBIM ¥ HECUACTHBIM.



«BbpaT KeBuH, eciu 4eCTHO, S HEWCTBUTEILHO BOCXHUIIAIOCh TOO0M. OTell 0gHaXK Ll CKa3asl MHe, YTO
THI €IMHCTBEHHEKIN MOJIOMION YeJI0BEeK BO BceM ropofe [Ixkappocyc ¢ 0ojiee CUIbHEIM JapOM Maruu,
yeM d. Torga g eMmy He BepUJI; TOJIBKO B IIPOIIJIOM I'OAy, KOTa Bhl IpeB30LIIX BOCEMOY YPOBEHD B
aTTeCTallM¥M MaroB, MOHSJI JIX I, YTO OTell OBbLI Ipas ... "

YcnwimaB 9T0, Y4eCTHHH YeI0BEK, TaKOM Kak caM KeBuH, €0Ba JIM MOT' YOep2&KaTbCAd OT PYIraHH.

Kesun BUHOBaTO 1oCMOTpeN Ha JIuH JIu u nogymar: «IIpeBoCcXOACTBO BOCEMOI'0 YPOBHS YOUBJISET
Bac? Ecmu OBl B 3HA/IM KOT'0O-TO, KTO B TEUEHHE TPEX MECSIIEB TOJIBLKO YTO IIOBEPTaJICs MaruH,
IIPEBOCXOSIIEN BOCEMOM YPOBEHD, pa3Be B He COLUIM OBl C yMa NMpsMo Ha MecTe? He rosops yxe o
Tebe, TBOH OTell, BEPOSITHO, TOXKe COIles Obl C yMa, ecyiu Obl YBUAE, YTO XPYCTAbHEIM IIap CBETUIICS
OBaAlaTh BOCEMb MUHYT...

[ToxBanuB MeHS KaK BOJIIEOHOT0 TeHUS TIEePEe 9TUM KOe-KeM, pa3Be OH He MHITAETCS BTOJIKHYThH
MeHS B SIMy OTHSI 1 1Ipo6iiem ?!

KeBUH MOBTOPSIT 9TO 10 KPalHEH Mepe THICSIYy pa3 3a MOCIeqHKe qBa [HS, HO OH He MPOYyBCTBOBAII
3TOT0 PAIOCTHOTO BhICKa3bIBaHuUst. CJI0Ba IIPO3BYyYay, KOT{a OH OTKPHII POT, ¥ OH 3aTOBOPHII, HE
4yyBCTBYS ce0s1 0OpeMeHeHHEIM, a TeM 0ojiee 06eCIIOKOEHHBIM, YTO OH OyfeT cmath 1o HoyaM. OH
lake MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KAMEHb OTOPBAJICS OT €ro CepAlla II0CJe TOTO0, KaK OH 3aKOHYMUII
IIPEIJIOKEHHE ...

Ynribka 3acThiyia Ha ulle KpomBens. 3To OB He TOT pe3yibTaT, KOTOPOT'0 OH 0XKHUAAJ II0CJIe BCEeX
TIIATEeIbHO TIOATOTOBIEHHHIX MMPOCKD, YIRIO0K U necTu. Ha MraoBeHre KpomBens pacTepsinics, TyIo
yCTaBUBIIKCH Ha KeBuHa.

OH He MOT TIOHATH, KaK Bce 00€PHYIOCH TakK ...

«...» [Taxe JIun JIu mokayas rOJI0OBOM, CyIIas CO CTOPOHBL. OGCTOSITENbCTBA OBIIM CTPAIIHEIM
(bakTOpOM - JaxKe YECTHHIN YeJIOBeK, Takoi Kak KeBuH, ObIJI OTpaBIieH JI0XKbI0, KOTAa OH OTKPHLT POT.
YneiOKka, KoTOpas [oyKHa Oblyia OBITH IPU3HAKOM OTKa3a, CYMTaIach HEBEIPA3UMEIM CapKa3MOM B
rna3ax Kpomsens. B pesynbraTe oTKa3a oT KeBuHa y HEro nepexBaTUiIo ObIXaHUe, U OH BHE3AlIHO
HallleJl BEIXO0H, YTOORI BHITYCTUTD €TO0 ...

"Hapg yeM TH pxKelnb?!" KpacuBoe nuiio Kpomserns ObI0 CHTBHO UCKAXKEHO, U Mapa 0/1eCcTIImux
KPaCHHIX T'J1a3 ycTaBunach Ha JIun JIu B spocTu. BeipaxkeHue nuila OBIJIO TaKUM, KaK OYATO OH
cobuparscs coxpaTh JIuH JIu KUBBEM.



«Muctep KpomBens...» KeBUH IPOCTO paHbIlle YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0sT BOOAYIIIEBIIEHHEIM U HUKOTA HE
IoyMaJl, 4To 3TO OymeT MPOUCXOOUTh B MTHOBeHHE OKa. Korma oco3HaHUe, HaKOHeIl, IIOPa3uiio ero, u
OH coOupaJics BMEUIAThCs, BCe yzKe OBIIO CITUIITKOM T030HO. ['ma3a KpomBenst ObLIHM 37100HBIMH,
BHIPAZKEHME ero JirIa ObII0 MCKaxXeHo. Ero B3BOJTHOBAHHAS BCIIBIIIKA ITOCHIIANACh TOXKIEM B JIUIIO
JIun Jlu ...

9T0 KOHeI ... KeBHMH 3HaJ, 4TO BCe IJI0X0, BCIIOMHUHAS ABYX HECYACTHBIX MYKUYKH 3a IpefeaMu
O6mennmKa [Ixkappocyca. OH BBISICHUII 4TO XapakTep JIun JIu mocie gonaroro npeOrBaHUST BMECTE -
ero xapakTep OB TOYTH Kak y [[KepraHa. [Ioka OH He ObIJI CIIPOBOLIMPOBAH, 0 HEM MOXKHO OBIIO
KPaCHBO TOBOPUThL. Ho Kak TOJIbKO MapeHb OB CITPOBOILIMPOBAH, OH HE MPOSIBUII OBl KaJIOCTH K KOMY-
00, Ha KOTo mogHsn pyky. OH He OymeT menath Hu4Yero 6e3 HeoOXOMUMOCTH, HO KaK TOJBKO OH
HAYHET, OH OIpefesieHHO O0yaeT HAaHOCUTh CMePTeIbHBIN yaap.

Xots y Tunbauy Maruu OblIM HEKOTOPHIE PA3HOTJIACUS C CeMbeil MepiuH, OHM OKa3hIBajld OTPOMHOE
BIIUsHUE Ha ropop [xappocyc. Ecnu 3geck yTo-To cinyuutca ¢ KpomBeneM, KeBuHy He IPUXOOUT B
TOJIOBY KaK IIPEeCTaBUTh Xa0C, KOTOPHIH ciayunTcs B [Ixkappocyce. «Y Te0st BooO11Ie eCTh KaKHe-TO
MaHepsl? Belry, KoTophle s 00Ccyxkman ¢ MaroM KeBuHOM, ObIM CeKpPeTaMHu, ITPHHAIeKaBITHMU
cembe MepnuH u I'unbauu Maruu. KakoB TBo#M cTaTyc certyac? Thl 3a0BITT CBOE UMS ITOCIIE
IPOHUKHOBeHUS B [MNIbANIO Maruu, Kak XBaTaeT CMEeJIOCTU IOAC/yIINBaTh HAIllA TJIaBHEIE CEKPETHI?"
Yro 6ecrnokouno KepuHa, Tak 3T0 TO, YTO KpoMBesnb He 3HAJI, YTO OH MeJIaeT, MPOOOJIXKas CBOM
0e3pacCymHBIN IIyM.
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