"Bailrie BeJTMUeCTBO, KOpoJieBa Jmmuca VI, 4To Bo uMs OOTHHYM IPOUCXOOUT B cTonute?! IToBciomy
JTy2KW OT KOTOPBIX PA3UT aJIKOT0JIEM, a Ha YJIUIAX IOJTHO CISTHBINUX ABOPGOB! MBI OPOCUIUCE CIOMa,
yTOOBI yOEIUTHCS, UTO C BaMH..." Hauan xKanoBaThCst 00/1a4€HHEBIN B OeJIble OleK bl MyKYKHa,
3alleUInii B TPOHHEBIN 3a1. U TyT OH 0CTaHOBUJICS, 3aMeTuB MeHsA. OcTabHas 4acCTh IIPOLECCUU
TOXKe 3aMepJia Ha Bxofie. FIX 3aMemaTeIbCTBO OBIJIO JIETKO IIOHSAThH, TOCKOJIbKY BUAETh KaK Ha TPOHE
IIBITAETCS YCUMETh MyK4YMHA ITOYTH B IBa pa3a KPyIHee 3TOT0 CaMoro TPOHa OBIJI0 JeCTBUTENIHHO
CTPaHHO.

"TIpuBeTCTBYyIO, cOOpaThs, MoKJIoHAIMKecs borune! YTto npuBesno Bac ciopa?", yIbIOHYICS 9 UM. 4
OBbLIT OJIET B Ty K€ OfEeKMY, YTO U BO BpeMs Halero npeObiBaHus B AOHeE, M cTapajcs u3obpaxaTh
[ToBenuTens B HeOe UITM K€M TaM S [OIKeH OblT ObITh. ITH pedsiTa 0Ka3aluCh TEMU XKe
WHKBU3UTOPAMH, KOTOPLIE aTaKOBaJIU MeHs, I10Ka 5 pa3roBapuBall C I1aBou AoHa.

"Bara... Bama cBeTI0CTh! MBI He JyMaJH, YTO BCTPETUM Bac 3pmechk! Mul mpuOBIIYN Clofa Tak OBICTPO,
KakK TOJIbKO MOTJIH, IIOCKOJIbKY ITI0YYBCTBOBAJIM UCXOOAIIYI0 OTCIOfa CyIIHOCTh cMepTu!" OHU BCe
IIPEKJIOHUIIUCH TIPefo MHOM. JIumepoM Ipymmkl Obljia XKeHI[MHa B cepeOpssHoN OpoHe C KpacHOBATHIM
OTTEHKOM U YEPHBIMU BojocaMu. [1o-MoeMy, g e€ roe-To Bunesl. HaBepHsiKa 3TO oHa Obljia TOM, KTO
IIprKa3all "HKBU3KWTOPaM HalacTh Ha Hac, Korga Capxkel ocKOpOUI ux nupepa. Jlydire OBITh C Hel
IIOOCTOPOXKHEN.

"Koneuno! [laxe 51 970 yuysn! UMeHHO TO3TOMY g ¥ IPHUIIEN CIOfa, Habbl OYUCTUTH 9TO MECTO OT
nopyu." 4 BCTas ¢ TPOHA U MTOYUTH He yIaJjl, OCTYNUBILINCH, HO YMYOPUIICS yoepxkaTth OanaHc. A
IIPOBEPUJI, 3aMETHUJI I 3TO KTO-HUOYOb, HO K CUACThI0 BCe MHKBU3UTOPHI CMOTPE/IM BHU3, IPEKIOHUB
KOJIEHO.

¢ BHUMaTeNnbHEN ocMOTpen rpynmy. Crepenu HaXOOUIICS JTUAED, 10 60KaM OT He€ CTOSIIN XKPeIbl U
TsI2KeJ10 OpOHUPOBaHHLIE pPhIapy. [ToMrMo HUX OBINIA eIré XKeHIWHA B KpacHOM IylaThbe. HacKombKo s
TIOMHMJI, OHa OblJTa CEKpPeTapeéM Ha IOCTy OXpaHHl B AoHe. [loueMy OHa SIBISETCS YaCThi0 3TOTO
oTpsapa?

"Mory s y3HaTh y Balllel CBETJIOCTH, IIe HaXOOUTCS KopoieBa Onnuca VI?", cipocuna nupep. Kak
TOJIBKO IIPO3BYYaso e€ uMs, JJUIKCa, IPSATaBIIasics 3a TDOHOM, Hadana TPSACTUCh. OT He€ UCXO[UN
6071110 00BEM CYLTHOCTH CMEPTH, IIOCKOJIBKY CUIbHENIIas HeXKUTh IB/ISIeTCS IPOBOTHUKOM
[aHHOTO THIIa MaHHI. fl He MOT IIPOCTO 3alepeTh e€ B ITOfBasle, T0Ka XKpPeLsl He YeOyT, XOTb 51 ¥ X0Tell
OBl TaK IIOCTYIIUTD.

"OHa... 3a0omena. Cnerna ¢ nuxopankoi. Ja. He Bonuy#iTech 06 aToM. Bens s... [loBenuTens B
O6nakax unu tuna Toro. O4eBUOHO, g 3[eCh CAMBIM T'IaBHEIH!", CKa3aJ 5, BCTaB B TePOMYECKYIO 103y .

"OM... mpaBWIBHO - [ToBenmuTEeNbh HAa HEeOecax, B CMEICIIe, ma! Bl COBEPIIEHHO IIPaBhl, KaK U
npepomnpeneneHo camou boruneit!", orBetun xkpen. Cynsd 10 TPSICKe, CUASIIASA 3a TPOHOM JJIJINCA,
yke Obljla HalyraHa [0 yCpayKy, Tak YTO MHE HaJio IIOCKOPEY BHIIPOBOAUTH OTCIOAA 3Ty KOMIIaHUIO.
4 TPOYKCTHUII TOPJIO ¥ MOIPAaBUII MAHTHUIO, IIBITASICh BRITTISIOETh KaK MOXKHO Kpy4e.

"BpaTtbs u cécTphl! [TyCTh BBl ¥ UCIIONHSIA CBOX HOJT, OOUPasch Ciofa, HO Ballle IPUCYTCTBUE 30ECh
He TpeOyeTcs, Bedb 3[eCh YKe eCTh 51.", 00BSIBUII S KpelaM.

"Ho, Mbl MOT/IM OBI TOMOYH BaM Ballla CBETJIOCTh!", BOCKIIMKHYJIa UX JTUAED.
"O#, Trl! Kak T€0s1 30ByT?", CIIPOCHUTI 4.

"II;ss MEHS 4eCTh, UTO BH OymeTe 3HAaTh Moé umMs. 1 AgpuanHa u3 AoHa, Mo¥ nosenutenb!" OHa
CKJIOHMJIACh TaK HU3KO K 1011y, OyATO IBITAIach €ro0 MOIeJI0BATh.



"AppuanHa... Tol cMeelb coMHeBaThCst B MOUX cnoco6uocTax? 4 IToBenutens Ha Hebecax!
HepnaBHO MOBHIIIEHHEBIH 1TOCTIE MOel paboThl B AoHe! Tl 1 paBaa cuuTaelb, YTo boruus
HEKOMIIeTEeHTHA B BEIOOpE TeX, KTO MOCTOUH TUTYyNa?" 1 yrpoxarole yka3as Ha He€. He To, 4TOOH
OHAa MOTJIa 3TO YBUMETH C ONYIIEHHOU TOJI0BOM, HO MOS aypa 3aCTaBUJla €€ B3BU3THYTh.

"Her, HeT! Bamra cBeTnocTs! Bcé... HeBaxkHO! MBI 0TOyIeM KaK TOJIBKO Ballla CBETIIOCTh HAM
IpuKaxeT!", HepBHO OTBETHIA OHA.

"Xopouo! Teneps yxopute! IIpoys! Y HUKOTa He Bo3BpallauTecs!"”, moruan g ux. Kak TOIbK0 0HU
Pa3BepHYJIKCH, IBEPY B TPOHHBIM 3aJI PE3K0 pacnaxHynuck. B mBepsx cTosan Capkel ¢ He3aKPHITON
II1JIEMOM T'0JIOBOM.

"9u Bocc? Yto 3meck 3a mrym! § ciblmian, 9To TH BTOPOISIX BEPHYIICA H..."
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Tummnna.

"AX... CTOITe, 3T0... 9TO HE TO O YEM BBl [IOOYMAJIN!" 4 cTan pasMaxuBaTh PyKaMH, IHITasACh
IIPUBIIEYb BHUMaHUE KPEIOB.

"HaBepHO, 3TO ¥ eCTb HCTOUHUK MHa3MOB CMepTHu!", BOCK/IUKHYJa AfipuaHHa. E€ rpynma
IIPUTOTOBUJIACh HaOpocuThCs Ha Capkest u OECIOIIagHO eT0 YHUUTOXKUTEL. Capkel BCE eIle CTOSI,
YOUBJIEHHBIY MTOSIBIIEHUEM XPeLoB U3 AOHa M He CMOT cpa3y cpeardpoBaTsk. [Ioka g cTapaTebHO
IIBITAJICS IPUAYMaTh BBIXOH M3 CII0KUBIIENCS CUTyallMy pa3falics ellé OnuH 3HaKOMBIN I'oJIoC.

"91, gpemymka? Yto mpoucxomuT?", mociblmancsa u3-3a Capxkes romoc Ammu. Y MeHs B rOJI0Be
3aXrJIach JlaMIa. EcTe uges!

"TloctouTe! 4 ckazan moctoute! Brl uTo, HE BupuTe? OT0 kKe Ama! MacTtep-kKy3Hen! Ta LITykKa paaoM
C Hel, 04eBUOHO, ToneM!", momeITancs O0BICHUTD 5 XKpelaM. Ha ux nuiax HeHago/Iro 0TPasuioch
coMHeHue, ToKa CapxkKel He Hadall IBUTaThCSI KaK MEXaHU3M.

"Bun Oym. A roneM", npoxyxxkan Capzel 1 3aBepTeJICS IO TI0JTy, UCIIOIHAS TaHell rojieMa. Ala
ObICTPO coOOpa3uia 4YTO IPOUCXOOUT U CTajla AenaTh BUA, OyATO yIpaBiseT M.

"Ha! IxenTnbMeHb! EM... 9T0 U... OTO U €CTh IPHUUYKUHA [10 KOTOPOU g MOKUHYyNa AoH! 4 neiTanach
IIOCTPOUTb... 3M... IPpOTOTHIN OoeBoro rojaeMa! [leporo B cBoéM pone!" OHa HEPBHO 3aCMesinach,
noxsionnaB Capzxkes 110 CIIUHE.

"Ox. Bot kak? Hamu n3BuHeHus, MacTep Ama. YTo X, I0X0XKe, YTO MBI BHOBb OmKOINCE. Barta
CBETJIOCTh, MOT'Y JIX 51 3alaTh BaM OOWH BOIIPOC Ileper yXomoM?", IOBEpPHYIach KO MHe AflpiaHHa,
yOpaB CBOM Med.

"Xm? Yo TH X0uelnb 3HaTh? 4 IToBenutens Ha Hebecax, HET BoIlpoca Ha KOTOPHIH 51 OBl He CMOT
OTBETUTH!"

"TToxoxke, 4TO CYILIHOCTb CMEPTU CTEKAETCS CO BCEX CTOPOH K... HY... BaM. YTo 3TO 3HAUUT?",
cIpocusa oHa. BoT 4épT, Tak Kak JJuca U 5, JBa HeBEPOATHO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX IIPeICTaBUTES
HEeXWUTU, HaXOOUJIACh PSOM B OHOM KOMHATE, TO BCS CYIIHOCTh CMEPTH B OKPYyTe CTeKajach IPSIMO
ciofia. {1 cTuCHy 3y0Obl, TOTOBS CIEAYIONIIYI0 TOPLUIO JIXKHU.

"3... 4... BOupaio BCIO CYIIHOCTb CMEPTH B CBOE Teso! A xKepTByio co60# BO UMS JTyUIlIeT0 MUpa 4 B



vms Bonu borunu!", mpoBO3rnacurl .

"TlogyMaTh TOJIbKO, YTO Ballla CBETJIOCTh OTBaXKUTCS BOOpaTh B ce0s TaKOil HEBEPOATHHIA 00BEM
cMepTH... Bama... BAIIIA CBETJIOCTD ITPOCTO HEBEPOATHLI!" AnpuanHa Hadana ninakatb. OguH
13 JXPEeIOB yIaj Ha KOJIeHHU, MOJIS O MPOIIEeHUH 3a CBOI0 HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTD. Prillapu 6POCHINCEH KO
MHe, IILITasICh MOIIeJI0BATh MEHS B HOTH. TOJIBKO JIedu B KPAaCHOM IIPOMOJIXKaJja CTOSATh 663 BUTUMOM
peaknuu. IToxoxke oHa Obl/la eAMHCTBEHHOM BMEHSIEMOM BO BCEl TPYIIIIE.

"CtoiiTe, Ha3ap, raynubl! B cMeiciie... BpaThs u cécTphl! 4 He x04y, YTOOH BH 3apa3uiivCh MOpYei, u
JKeJalo CIPaBUTHCS C Hel caM! Tak UanUTe XKe, ¥ CKaXUTe KapauHaaaM O TOM, YTO ITPOM30IIII0
cerogHs! ITycTs aHyJIIBI UCTOPHUY IIOIOT O MOEH XKepTBe!", 3aKpuya 5 Ha BCI0 KOMHATY, PACKUHYB
PYyKH 4 BCTaB B (hopMe KpecTa. Kyx, Kakou xe 51 KpyToH.

"UTOOHI TOYTHUTE Ballle CaMOTI0KEPTBOBaHNE MBI 00BSIBUM CTOJIUILY I'OCYAapCTBa ABOPGOB,
JIoHOWHUYC, CBITHIM ropogom! MUTMOHE HAIIUX OpaTheB U CeCcTEP OyOyT MocelaTh 3TO MECTO
eXeHEeBHO, Mbl HaBEeKM 3allOMHUM, 4YTO BEI CAeNIalu OJid Hac!", mpoBo3riacuia AgpuaHHa.

"Ia ma... Ctom, YTO?!", HeHapOKOM 3aKpuuan . TPOoH IEPHYIICS BIEPEN, U3-3a TOTO, UTO IJIJIKCa
CIy4YalHO MMHYJa eTo, IOJABIINCh BIepén. XM, He TO YTOOB MeHS BOJTHOBAJIO TO, UTO KU3Hb JJIJTUCH
CTaHET COBCEM 2KaJIKOU, KOTa MUJIIMOHB! (h)aHAaTUKOB HAYHYT MPUXOAUTE Clofla KaXKAbM AeHb... HO 5
MoOT OBl MCITOI30BaTh 3TO, UTOOH! OHA 3afoJizKajla MHe YCNIyTy. f MOBEPHYJICS K TPOHY U YBUMET, KaK
Onnuca noArIsAgbBaeT 3a MHOM. K 4épTy ycnyry! Bo3MOXKHOCTE YBUIETh 3TO HECYACTHOE JIUII0 yXKe
cIenala MO Bek.

"BooCh, 4TO S He MOT'y BaM 3TOI'0 II03BOJIUTE!", OTBETUN 1 ALpUaHHE.
"Yro? [ToueMy ke, MOM IIOBEIUTENH?", CIIPOCUTIA OHA.

"4 nepegyman. HukoMmy He roBopuTe 0 npou3soiepuiemM. [IpsiMo Kak U 0 CIIyYUBILIUMCS BO
BHYTpPeHHEeM co0ope AoHa, HUKTO He JOJIKEH 3HaTh O IIPOU30IIeIneM 3neck. TakoBa Boisl borunu.
Ecnu miogu y3HatoT, 4To cTonuiia O6befuHEHHBIX KpenocTel, KpynHeliiasa ABopduiickas Halus,
Oplna 3apaxKeHa CMepPThIO, pa3Be CMOTYT OHU YyBCTBOBAThb ce0st B 6e30macHOCTU?"

"9r0..."

"9T0 TakXKe MPUIACT YBEPEHHOCTH cunaM ThMbI, YTOOH ITPOJOJIKATh HACTyIlJIeHue. {1 XKepTByIo He
TOJIbKO CBOMM T€JIOM, HO ¥ CAMUM CBOUM CYyIIiecTBOBaHHeM! BoT 4To 3HauuT OBITh [IoBENTHTEIEM Ha
Heb6ecax!", 3asBun s1. 2Kpelsl peigany ¥ MPeBO3HOCUIN MEHS 3a MOE CaMOOTBEPKEHHOE
CaMOIIOKepPTBOBaHUEe. MHOTHE U3 HUX HaBePHSKa IIOMBITAIOTCS II0OApPaxKaTh MOEX XKePTBe UIU YeMy-
TO mogoOHOMY. MHe mieBaTh. IIpocTo ybupaiitech u3 ropona, a? YTo mpou30UOET, €CIU OHU
HATKHYTCS Ha KOTO-TO U3 MOUX CIIyTHUKOB? He roBops yke 0 MEPTBHIX IIayKaX-IePepoCTKax,
JKUBYIIUX IPSIMO 10T TOPOZIOM.

"Teneps npous! Youpaiitecs! bprich!" A nmpeHebpexkuTENbHO ITOMaxXan pyKoi. OHU ITOCITYIIHO
IIOKHMHYJIY [IBOPEL B CIIeIlIKe. YBepeH OHU He BepHYTCs, YTOOL MHE IOKy4aTh. BripoueM, g He
BO3paxkalo, ecjii OHM OyOyT JOKy4aTh Jjuce. KcTaTu o HEH...

"S1i. MoxKeIs BeIe3aTh, BCE TUXO."

Onnuca BHIIIIA M3-3a TPOHA U TSAXKEJ0 B3[OXHYa. E€ TP3/ibl OOuH 3a OPYTUM BN U3 TeHeH. M
He XOTeJIH, YTOOH M3-3a HeOPeKHOCTH TPIJUIOB KPeIlsl ObUIM M3/IUIIHEe HaCTOPOXKeHb. Ho, BMecTo
3TOTO0, MO¥ COOCTBEHHBIN CITYyTHUK YyTh BCE HE UCIOPTHUI. S IPOCTO Pajl, YTO XKPEIlbl 0KA3aIUCh
TaKUMU TynbiMu. Eciu OB 1 yKa3aJl Ha IOMUIOP ¥ CKa3asl UM, YTO 3TO SI0JI0KO, I YePTOBCKH YBEPEH,



YTO OHU OBl MHE IIOBEPHUIIN.

"Yro XK... He 0XHAaja, 9YTO TElL MHE ITIOMOXKeITb. 3auyeM?" OHa omnpaBuia CBOI OfeXAy U cejla Ha
TPOH.

"Xex. IIpocTo cocTpapanue K cobpaTy-HekKUTH, KOHEYHO!" {1 HacMeIInBO el TTOKIOHUIICS.

"He Hecu uyib. [laxe He 3Hal0, 3a4eM 5 IIbITanack Te0s CIIPOCUTH.", pSIBKHYIa OHa Ha MeHS U B
pas3apaXKeHUuu NOoTEPia BUCKHU.

"HeBaxkHO, JIy4llle OTBETh, KaK Tebe yganock IPOBECTH Tex KpeuoB?" OHa HaKJIOHUIACh Bliepen. A
cIenal HeCKOJIbKO 1Iar0B, Pa3MHIIIIAA KakK el OTBETUTh. [10KaB muedamu, s PEIIus IPOCTO CKa3aTh

IpaBay.
"Hy, maBaii IpOCTO CKaxKeM, 4TO 51 HEIIpSIMOU OCHOBaTesb AoHa."

"Uto? Ho Aony yxe rge-to 800 net! Tsl xo4emb cKa3aTh, YTO Tebe CTONBKO e, CKOJIBKO U ropony?!”,
CEPAUTO OTBETUTIA OHA.

"Ia. 1 MmépTB yxke Oosiee TeICSYHU JieT", HEOPEKHO TPOU3HEC .

"He MoXeT GHITh... pa3 s MepTBa Bcero 600 JeT... 3T0 3HAYMT... YTO TH Moii... CTAPIIIHM?!" Ona
YOPYUEHHO yIajia Ha3a[ Ha TPOH. ¢ TIOMHUII 0 KECTKON MepapXuu B MUpe HEXUTHU. YeM ThHI CTapIlle,
TeM CUJIbHEU CTaHOBUIILCS. KOHEYHO BCe 3aBUCUT U OT TOTO, K KAKOMY TUITY HEXKUTHU ThI
OTHOCHIILCS, HO Pa3 YK THI JECATUTHICIYETIETHUHN CKEJIeT, TO Thl HOJIKEeH OBITh OYeHb XOPOIII,
YMYOPUBIIKUCH IPOXKUTH CTOJIBKO, SIBJSISICh IPU 9TOM BCET0 JIUIIbL Ky4KoM KocTel. OObIYHO Goree
MoJIofiast HEZKUTH IIBITAETCS MOATM3aThCs K 00Jlee cTapiiei U CUJIbHOM, YTOOHI MOIYYUTh XOTh KaKue-
HUOYOb KPYTIUIIH UX 3HAHUM.

"3...yx...cup? He xoTuTe 1 yaw?" Jarca HEPBHO MHe YIBIOHYIACh. fpKas u cusitouasi, Ho
danpmuBas, yneioka. OT He€ y MeHsI Mypalllky 10 CIIUHE.

"Jx. Het. OM!" 9 6pocus Ha 0T YalIKy, KaKUM-TO BONMEGHEIM 06pa30M 0Ka3aBIIyOCS Y MEHS B
pykax. OHa nbITanach NOAIN3aThCS KO MHe UJIK BBIBECTH U3 cebsa? 1 moMaccupoBas CBOU
MeTaJlIn4eCKue BUCKU U CKPeCTUs PyKu. Temeps, KOTfa S [OHSJI, YTO OHA MJyaflias, 1 BCIOMHUIL U
00 repapxuu. {1 HOMXKeH IPenogaTh YpoK 3TOM MaJleHbKOM BEHICOKOMEPHOM APSHU.

"Tel. Capnpb Ha moJl. Bce ocTanbHbIE TOKWHBTE KOMHATY. S cOOMpPaloCh C Hell TOTOBOPUTL." 1 BITNISAHYI
Ha YCTABUBIIET0CS Ha I0JI, Tpsicymerocs aeopda. OHa 6opmMoTasa 4To-TO Bpoae "4 He 3Hanma" u "4
He MMeJla B BUAIy BCE TO YTO 5 CKa3aia". TPasisl, HallpaBIAIOMINeCS K IBEPSM MOT4a KUBHYIIH
KOpoJieBe, Kak Obl TOBOPS "ymauyu", epef TeM Kak 3aKpHITh IBEPh B TPDOHHBIN 3all.

"HUTak...", Hayaa 9 ¥ OHa HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJIA.
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