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[T9Th TOMOIIIHUKOB, ISTh XOJIOMHEIX MeUeH, ISITh OCTPHIX HOXKEeW Havyasld aTaKOBATh OMHOBPEMEHHO, U
BHe3amHo, LluHb Xao OB OKyTaH HOXKaMu. JDTo ObllIa ABEHAAIaTas YacTh UCKYCCTBa MaueTte AJoi
KpoBu, HOXK C KPOBaBOM TEHBIO.

Knan! Bocknuknayn Lluab Xao, 1 0KpOBaBIIEHHBIM HOXK B €r0 pyKe paciBeil. TeHb HOXa BAPYT
IIpeBpaTuiach B KPOBaBHIM CJiefl, IPOH3WIA IYCTOTY C PE3KUM CBUCTOM, YCTPEMUBIIUCE K IATH
HOoXaM. Knau!

OT ymapa HOXKeH pa3fajcs pe3Kuil 3BYK, COTPSICIINM BCeX MPUCYTCTBYOIKX. Korga 3ByK
IIPEKPATHUIICS, IBE CIIETIUBIINECS CTOPOHBI IPOHECTINCh MUMO, CTOSI CIIMHA K CIIMHE. B 3TOT MOMEHT
BCe IIOTPY3UJIOCh B COCTOSTHME TUIIMHEL, @ 3aTEM IIOAYJI TIOPHLIB BeTPa, U37laBasi 0eCKOHEYHOe
priuanue. Kimair! Kakoi-To 3ByK pa3opBasl TUIIMHY Ha YaCTH, 3a HUM IIOCJIE0BaJIH €llle MSATh 3BYKOB.

ITocne yero, MaueTe B PYyKaX KYKOJI CIIOMaJIOCh, OCTaBHUB TOJILKO ITOJIOBHUHY.

U 370 6BLIIO ellle He Bce. Pa3manocs ellle MAThH MIyPLIANIMX 3BYKOB, M MaHTUU TIEPEN TPYObI0 KYKOJT
IIOTPECKAJIUCh, OTKPHIBAS CJIefibl HOXKeM, KOTOphIe, T0-BUAUMOMY, ObLIM BUOHEI BHYTPH.

"Bam!" IlepBas Kykja ynasna, 3a Hel I0CJIeOBAJI YeThpe 3BYKOBLIX CUTHAJIA, 3aTEM BCE OCTAJIbHEIE
KYKJIBI yIIaJii Ha 3€MJTI0. B 3TOT MOMEHT ObUIM YHUUTOXKEHE! ATk KYKOJI. ITO OblJla CUJIbHAS MOIb
HOXKa C KpOBaBOi TeHbi0. JItoau, BUeBIINeE 3TO, OBUIM KpaliHe MOKUPoBaHkl. [{uub Xao 61 IPoCcTo
HeHOpMaJIbHEIM. My ['VaHMUH U ero IpueMHBIY CHIH, YEJIOBEK B UEPHOM OflEIHUU, BEIpaxKas CJIe[bl
cTpaxa, OTCTYIWI HeMHOro Ha3afl. OHU He MOTJIX B 3TO OBepUTh. LIuHb Xa0o ObUT TaKUM yKaCHBIM, U
ero cuia Ovl1a HeHopManbHOU. Terneps My I'yvaHMUH ObLT TOTHOCTHIO YOEXKOeH B JieTeHne o LIuHb
Xao, 4TO OH AEUCTBUTEIBHO MOXKET CpaXKaThCs IPOTUB MaCTEPOB IIECTH OCHOBHBIX CeKT. LIuHb Xao
yOUJI MHOTO CUJIbHEHIINX MAacTePOB, KOTOpkle Mpuiuiy u3 [IpeBHero boesoro Mupa, He TOBOPS yKe 0
MapuoHeTkax Ctaguu CoBepiueHcTBa. "Mycop!" LluHb Xa0 BEICOKOMEPHO YCMEXHYJICS U XOJIOMHO
nocMoTpen Ha My 'yaHMuHa, CTOABIIEro no3afgu Hero. "CTapukaH. [lay - Ka g IOCMOTPIO, YTO TEI
MoxeIib caenaTs!" [luab Xao marayn Bnepef. OKpoBaBlIeHHBIN HOXK OTYasHHO APOXKaJl B €ero PykKe,
YTO OBIJIO TPU3HAKOM KaXabl KpoBU. My ['yaHMUH He OTBETHJI, HO CAeJa Iar Ha3af. YeloBeK B
YyepHOM Ij1allle Kpudas. Korga CBUCT IpeKpaTuics, KyKJbl, Jiexaslnue no3aau L{luae Xao, BCTalIu 0
nopsapky. Liuae Xao octonbeHes, 3aTeM BHE3alTHO 00EPHYJICS, B 3TO BPeMs IMATh QUTYD yXKe
IIPLITHYJIY, U IATH CJIOMAHHBIX HOXKEeU BCIIBIXHYJIU 101 COJIHLIEM OCJIENUTENIbHEIM YEePHBIM X0JI0IHBIM
CBETOM, KOTOPHIH OBICTPO PACUIMPUIICS B €r0 3padkKe.

"XMm!" B Hebe pa3macsi peB, OKpOBaBIEHHBIN HOXK CHOBA ITPEBPATUIICS B KPOBABYIO TEHB,
YCTPEMUBIIYIOCA K 9TUM KykJiaM. Kiar!

KpoBaBas TeHb U YepHasl MeTKa IIePeceKaiCh B BO3MyXe, CTOJIKHOBEHNE HOXKel Obls10 6ECKOHEUHBIM,
¥ OILIyIIeHNe CMEePTH PacCeuBaoch B BO3AYyXe, PACIPOCTPAHISACh 10 OKPECTHOCTSAM. MepTBas
[THeBMa OKa3anach OOIBUIMM TPIOKOM AJISL XOOSUYUX MepTBeloB. OHa IPUHOCUTIA JTIOOSM [elPeCCHUIo,
XaocC ¥ CTpaX, KOTOpble CBOOUIHN JIIOfel ¢ yMa. JItomu 60s1Kuch U OTCTyIalIu B CTpaxe, Tepsis
YBEPEHHOCTD B IIPOJOJIKEHUU GOPBOBI. ITO MOTJIO HaXke 3aCTABUTh MX 3a[BIXaThCs, KaK OyATO OHU
ymupanu. Ecnu Obl 0OBIYHBEIN Y€JI0BEK CTONKHYIICS C 9TOW CIIOCOOHOCTRIO, 3TO Oblyia OBl BepHas



CMepTh, UTO faXKe MOTyIIeCTBEHHbIE MacTepa He MOTiu Okl HuueM noMo4b. Ho 910 6511 LluHs Xao, y
KoToporo Owna ZKemuyxkuHa 3eMHOTo [Iyxa ¢ aHepruei MHb, KoTopas yxKe comepxaia MepTByio
[THeBMy, u [THeBMaaup OBl ee TIOOMMBIM IIUTATEIBHEIM BellleCTBOM. B pe3ynbTare, 3Ta MepTBas
[THeBma He noBnusana Ha Llueb Xao, maxe 103Bouia ero 2Kemuyxuae 3eMHOro [lyxa MOJIy4uTh
IHATaHNUE U HayaTh B3BOJIHOBAHHO IIOTJIOLIATh ITHEBMY ISATU KYKOJI.

“Tlom-Ilom..." 3ByK HOXKa, Bpe3aBIIErocs B TEJO, Pa3falcs B PAM, U IOCJe TOr0, KaK 3TO 3aKOHYUIIOCE,
[IBa YyeJl0BE€Ka CHOBa pa3fesuiuch. Ha 3TOT pa3, ABOe MyKUYMH He MPOILLIXM MUMO, @ BCTaJIX JIUL[OM
OpPyT K Apyry. Lluae Xao ycTaBuUiCcd Ha IIATH KYKOJI, U PaHBl HAa HUX 3aXKUJIU B u3ymyieHud. Ha aToT
pas3 OHU [axe He yIalH, a Bce ellle CTOSIM IPSIMO. XOTs BCe HOXMU Ha X pyKax ObIJIA CJIOMaHbI, OHU
BCe elle ObUIM onmacHBIMU. "Xa-xa-xa, LluHb Xao, Thl JeUCTBUTENIBHO CUJIEH, HO 9TH KYKJIH XK€
HermoOenuMel. Heyxkenu Tak nerko youts Mensi? U Th xouems yOuTs MeHs? [laBaii, maBait! Xaxaxa..."

My I'yvauMmuH yBupes, 4Tto LlvHb Xao He MOXET CIIPaBUTLCA C 3TUMU IIATHIO KYKJIaMU, ¥ BEICOKOMEPHO
3aroBopui. OH faxe BepuJ, YTO y HEro BCe ellle eCTh IPEeNMYIIEeCTBO, IOTOMY YTO KYKJIbI OBIITN
HEYTOMUMEL ¥ MOTJIA CpaXkaThCsl 0eCKOHEeUYHO. A LIuHb Xao OB 4eJT0BEKOM, UbsS CHJIa U 9HEPIUs
ObLIM DOCTATOYHO OrpaHuyYeHbl. KakuM OBl BEJTMKUM OH HU OBLJI, eMY BCE PABHO HYKHO OBIJIO ITOECTH U
OTHOXHYTh. HeBO3MOKHO 60pOThCST OeCKOHEYHO. TakuM 06pa3oM, IT0Ka OH He CMOXKET U30aBUThLCS OT
naTy KyKoJ, Llues Xao ocTaHeTCs B IPOUTPEHIIIE HABCETa.

"¢ cmenato Tak, YTOOHI 3TO CIIYYHUIIOCH, Pa3 YK TH Tak mpocun cMepTu." Lluabs Xao mocMoTpen Ha My
['yanMMHa XOJIOODHEIMU TJla3aMU, 3aCTaBiisgsi My IOBEPUTh, YTO OH OymeT yOuT, a 3aTeM 6pOCUIICS K
YyeJI0BEeKy B UepHOU MaHTuu. "[laBal, ybei ero!"

YenmoBeK B YePHOUM MaHTHUU YCJIBIIIAN KPUK, @ 3aTeM M3[aJl HECKOJIbKO KPUKOB, UTO IIOMOTJIO MY
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh MaproOHETOK. CBUCT, MSITh MAapUOHETOK CHOBa 3a6uTo. Llunb Xao ycTtaBuiics Ha
IATEPHIX TPUOIMKAIOIMIUXCS TeHeH, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 He OBUHYJICA ¢ MecTa. OH IIPOCTO CTOSJI, He
[BUTASICh. Y IUBUTEJILHO OBLJIO TO, YTO B CAMBIM OTBETCTBEHHEIE MOMEHT OH ITEPEJTIOKUIT
OKPOBaBJIEHHBIH HOXK B JIEBYIO PYKY.

"Uto oH menaeT?" JIu YKaHbY, KOTOPHIM HaOMI0ma 3a OUTBOM Ha PACCTOSTHUY, KpUda U AyMaJl Ipo
cebs. Heyxemnu oH ympeT? OHU He 3aMeTHIH, 4TO HOXK LIuHb Xao oKa3ascs B JIEBOM pyKe.
KocMmuueckoe K0Jb110, HaleTOe Ha CpefHUM Tajell, 0Ka3aJloCh HallpaBlieHo K KykiaM. OH IIenl Ha
cepbe3Hbd puck. OH gyMar, 4To KyKja He Obljla KHBOM. ITO OBIJIO MOX0XkKe Ha 6ecCco3HaTeIbHBIN
npegMeT. KocMudeckoe KOIbII0 MOTJIO TIOTJIONIATh IPeAMETH O/1iKe K X03AUHY o[ KOHTPOJIEM
MOIIHOTO co3HaHus. KoneuHo, Lluab Xao He 3HaJ, OblyIa IM KyKJla MePTBOM unu HeT. OH IPOCTO
ragas. Eciu 661 9T0 OBIII0 HEIIPaBUIIBHO, TO OH OB IIPSIMO CTOJIKHYJICS C MSTHIO JKECTOKUMU HOXKAMHU,
9T0 OBIII0 OBI YPE3BEIYANHO OmacHo. K cyacThio, 3T0 OBII0 BOMIIIEOHEIM 00pa30M IpaBuiabHO. Ha
r7a3ax y BceX, IATh KyKOJ CTPaHHKIM 00pa30oM MCcYe3/id, Korga oHu npubnusunuck K L{uab Xao,
CJIOBHO UCTIapPUJIACH B Bo3xyxe. "UTo nmpoucxomut? I'me Ovun 91U KyKnw?" McnyraHHO KpUKHYN My
['yaHMMH 4YeJI0BEKY B YEPHOM MaHTHH. Yell0BEK B YePHOM MAaHTUHU TOXKe OBINT TOpaXkeH, B TaHUKE
Kadvas rOJIOBOM, "oTell, s, 1 Bo0oOIe He 3HA0, YTO IPOUCXOOuT." B Mupe ropomckoro 60eBoro
KyJIbTUBATOPA He ObII0O HUKAKOTO KOCMUYECKOT0 KOJIbIla. ITO OBIJIa BCETO JIUII JIeTeHAa, XU HUKTO
€ro HAKOI7a He BuOe. JIlogu ogo3peBai HOCTOBEPHOCTD JIETE€HbI, II09TOMY YeJI0BEK B YEPHOM
XajlaTe He UMeJl HU MaJleHIIero mpefcTaBieHus 0 CUTyaluyd. Bo3amMoxkHo iy, yto Lluab Xao obnagan



yepHOU Maruen? YTto oH caesas, 4ToOb 3aCTaBUTh MApUOHETOK MC4Ye3HyTh? [Jymas, 9yto [luns Xao
MOXKeT 3HaThb 0 TEMHOM KOJIOBCTBE, YeJIOBEK B YePHOU MaHTUU HE OCMEJIUJICS BCTPETUTHCS C HUM
JIAIIOM K JIMIY, OH OTCTYIIMJI ¥ IPOCTO IIPOUTHOPUPOBaa Kpuk My I'vaumuHa. Llusb Xa0 monyuun
ISTh KYKOJI, ¥ OKPOBaBJIEHHBIM HOXK OKa3aJICd Telepb B ero npaBoi pyke. Korma oH CHOBa TOCMOTpeEN
Ha My ['yaHMuHa, HEHaBUCTh Tak U BeIpBajach Hapyxy. "[Ipukporte MeHs!" My ['yaHMuH ucnyrancs
B3rnsifga Lluae Xao u ¢ KpEKOM Opocuiics npoyb. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH ObLI BOMHOM HU3KOTO paHra, HO
€ro CKOpPOCTh OblJIa BO MHOTO pa3 OBICTpee, 4eM y 00BIYHEIX Ntofed. K ToMy ke, Teneps OH yOeras, OH
6exxa HEMHOTO OBICTpPEE.

"Trl MOXKeIIb yOexkaTb OT MeHs?" LluHb Xao QEIPKHYI, U B clegyollee MTHOBeHHE rcue3. CKOPOCTh
My I'vanmuHa Tenepsh Oblna Kak y yepemnaxu. My I'vauMuH npo0ekai BCero HeCKOJIbKO METPOB.
[ToToM BeTep 3aCBUCTEN C3a[y, KpOBaBas BOJIHA METHYJIACh Y HET'0 MeXKAY HOT U MTHOBEHHO
ucyesna. ITo 6110 TaK OBICTPO, uTo My 'yaHMuH Bo0OIle HUYEro He YyBCTBOBAJ, HO IIPOAOIXKA
6exartp Brepeq. C TpeCKOM OH BHE3AIHO yIajl Ha 3eMJII0, YIapPUBIIUCEH TOJI0BOM O 3eMITIO.

"Ax!" Pasgancs kpuk. My ['yaHMUH BCTal C IIOJIHBIM PTOM KpPOBU. HECKOJIBKO OKpOBaBIEHHEIX 3y00B
BBIJIETEJIO U30 PTa U ynajo Ha 3eMiito. Kak oH Mor BApyr ynacTts? Yo xke npousouwuio? Kasanocs, 4To
C ero HOTOH 4TO-TO He TakK. [IlymMas o HoOre, OH OT4asiHHO gpoxkaj. OrpoMHas 60Jb pacipoCTpaHuIach
ot Oefpa HaBepX, YTO CUJIBHO UcHyraso ero. OH xKamo0HO 3aBONMJI, KaK IPUBHUEHNE. 3BYK IPOH3UT
HebOo. "Ax! Ax!”

Kpuky OblIM TONHEL OTYassHUS, 001 1 cTpaxa. "Mou Horu, Mou Horu!"

Ero Horu, OKpOBaBJIEHHEIE, TETIEPH JTeXKaTU B HECKOIBKHUX MeTpax oT Hero. Ero Teno ot 6efep Temneps
HUYEero He uMesio. KpoBb BHITEKIIA U3 OTPOMHOM PaHbl ¥ OBICTPO 3alsATHAIA 3EMJIIO IO HUM. My
'yaHMHUH He MOT CMHUPHUTBCS C TEM, YTO C HUM IPou30110. OH He JOIKeH OBbIJT CTaTh MHBATUIOM. B
OTYASTHUU OH IIPOTSHYJI K Hel CBOIO CJIOMaHHYIO HOTY C OyIIepa3fAupaloliuM TOPeM.

"Hert, set! Mou HOru, Mou Horu!" C Opyroi CTOPOHSI, YBULEB, Kak LluHb Xao HanagaeT Ha My
'yaHMMHa, 4eJI0BeK B Y4EPHOX MaHTHUM BOCIIOIb30BAJICS BO3MOXKHOCTHI0 HEMEJIEHHO IIPLITHYTh K JIn
Ykanuby u gpyruM. OH 3HaJ, 4TO He MOXKeT 6exaTh ObicTpee Linab Xao, MO3TOMY HOJKEH OBLI
Opocuthes K JIu UKaHby U CXBAaTUTh €0 KaK 3a/I0KHUKa, YTOOH yrpoxaTth Lluub Xao u cymeTh
cnactu cebs. JIu YxkaHby OBLI TaKXKe BeTepaHOM, KOTOPBIY IIPOIIeN Yepe3 MHOTHE CPakeHUs.
KoHeuHO, OH 3HaJ, 4TO ObLJIO Ha yMe y 9TOT0 4esnoBeka. OH yBUell, KaK 4eJI0BeK B Y4ePHOU MaHTUU
Opocucs K HeMy U 3aXJIONHYJI IBEPh, a 3aTeM PEIIUTEIbHO IIPUKa3all CoifaTaM OTKPHITh OTOHb.
"TAT-TAT..."

Pa3pancs cBUpensId BEICTPEI, ¥ 30JI0Tas IyJis, BEUIETEB, IPU3EMIINIaCh Ha 3€MJII0, U3[aB 3BEHAIINN
3BYK. S poCcTHO OPBI3KYIINE yJIK HEe MOTJIA OCTAHOBUTD YeJIOBeKa B YEPHOUM MaHTUHU, JIUIIL CIerKa
3afiepxKuBasi UX OJeUCTBUS. B crneymouii MOMEHT, TeHb BO3HUKI nepen JIu Yxanvy. "OtBanu!" Jlu
YkaHbY OBITT ITEPBBEIM, KTO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI OMACHOCTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH OBII BETEPAHOM C
IPUIUYHBIM cTazkeM. OH OBIJT TePBHIM, KTO MOHSII, YTO IporcxonuT. OH B3peBesn U OTCTYIUII Ha3af,
OHOBPEMEHHO BHITSHYB ITUCTOJIET B CTOPOHY Impubnuxkauieics GUrypsl, a 3aTeM SpPOCTHO Haxall
Ha CIycKoBou Kprodok. "bam! Bam! bam!
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