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K cuyacrtsio, korga Luas Xao Bocnons3oBaicsa YyscTtsoM llnpuia, Te gBa 4eaoBeKa, KOTOPEE
CpaxaJuch, BOIIIN B €T0 30HYy UcciemoBanusi. OmHUM 13 HUX Obinla E Culo, a IpyruM-HEBLICOKUM
MyXK4uHa. X0Ts, OH ObIJT MaJIeHbKUM, OH He yCTymas el B cune. Mtak, ux 6uTBa oKa3anach
[IpoOUrpaHa.

E Curo B3s71a CcBOM M€Y, B TO BpeMs KaK KOPOTEIIIKA JeP2KaJl KIIMHOK. Ecmu GbI JIIOOU CHApPY2ZKU
YBUOEIIX 3TO, OHU MOT'JIN OBl IIogyMaTh, YTO OHH UT'PAIOT B (I)I/IJ'IBMaX 0 60eBhIX HCKYCCTBaAX, HO 3TO
Onlna OEelCTBUTEIBHO KpoBaBasad U UHTEHCUBHaA OuTBa.

Bnepsrie Llunb Xao yBupen uctutuyio cuny E Cuto. UeM Gosbilie oH Habrmogas 3a CXBaTKOM, TEM
Oonbiie mokupoBascs. Ecnu oH mpaB, OHa [0o/MKHa OBITh 9KCIIePTOM, Kak BaH YKyH, KOTOPHEIY TaKXKe
OvL1 9KCcriepToM "BHyTpeHnHel Ctaguu", u oHa Oblyla maxe 0ojlee MOTYIIeCTBeHHOM, yeM Ban UxyH.

HeBrICcOKHMY TapeHb 0Ka3asiCs PaBHHIM €M 10 Cujle, T03ToMYy uX 60pbba Oblla Ype3BhYaHO
oxectoueHHou. Ho Bpems mo, E Cuio yxe ycrana. Ee MeTofbl cTany HeMHOTO 0eCIIOpAI0YHEIMHU, B
TO BpEMs KaK CHJIa KOPOTHIIIKY CTaHOBUIIUCE Bce Oosee u 6osee xkKecToKou. KITMHOK B €T0 pyKe
IIPEBPATHUJICS B HACTOSIIUY 3aHaBeC U3 KJIMHKOB, ¥ OH IIIar 3a L1aroM mpoasurancs Buepen. E Cuto
Obly1a BEIHYKIEHA OTCTYIUTh IOAabIlle OT KUPIUYHOTO 30aHuUs.

OHu 00a cOCpefoTOYUIN CBOEe BHUMaHNE Ha ApaKe, U HUKTO He OCMEJIUBAJICS OTBIEYLCS, I03TOMY
OHU He 3aMeTUIY, YTO PALOM HaXOAUJICA KTO-TO elle. Kak TOJIBKO OHU BEHIILIIN, KOPOTHIIIKA BCKOPE
IIOBEPHYJICS CIUHOU K LluHb Xao.

[Iuub Xa0 BOCIIO/IH30BaJICS CliydaeM U OPOCHUI B KOPOTHIIIKY HECKOJIBKO CepeOpSIHBIX UTOJIOK. XOT4,
oH HeHaBupen E Cuto BceM cepaieM, oHa Oblna XKeHIIWHOM, Ha KOTOPO# OH XeHuncs. OH HU 3a 4YTO
He IT03BOJIUT €l yMePEeTh OT PYK APYrOro MyKUYWHHI UJIA IOABEPTHYTHCSI HACUIIUIO C €70 CTOPOHEL.

HeHaBUCTh KOPOTHIIIKY CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE CUJIbHEE U CHJIbHEE, M OH HUKaK He 0XKHuAaJl, YTO KTO-TO
HalafeT Ha Hero c3afu. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH 3Ke OblT 9KcrepToM. Korma cepeOpssHbIe UTIThbI
npuOIU3UIINCE K HEMY, OH, HaKOHeIl, ITOHsJ Bce. C ero HeIHEIHe! CUJIOH, OH MOT Pa3BePHYThCS U
OOHUM yIapoM CMaXHyTh cepeOpsiHbIe UTTIE C ce0si, HO M3-3a 3Toro, Med E CHio, KOTOPHIT
npubnIuXKancsad K HeMy B 3TOT MOMEHT, BOT BOT IIPOH3UT €0 TOpJIo.

"Ppppp!" Oka3aBmuch B TaKOU OTYASTHHOX CUTYyalllU, KOPOTHIIIKA MOT TOJIbKO HEBOJIBHO 3aphldyarTh.
KnvHOK B ero pyke Hayasl IpOCTHYIO aTaKy, ¥ OH IPUTOTOBUIICS yMepeTs BMecTe ¢ E Cuto.

E Cuto Oblyia mopaxkeHa OeWCTBHUSIMU CBOEr0 TpoTUBHMKA. OH He 6JIOKMPOBAJI ee Med, HO M30 BCeX
CHUJI TIOMBITAJICS YAAPUTh. EC/IM OH IPOJOIKUT AEMCTBOBATh B TOM XK€ AyXe, ee Med IIPOH3UT ero
TOpJIo, a ero KJIMHOK-ee Teso. B 3Toil OuTBe mocTpafaoT 00e CTOPOHHI.

Xots, E Cuio Xax/ana MECTH, OHA eIlle HUKOTIa He OblyIa ITepernojiHeHa Mogo00H0M HEHABUCTHIO.
Celtuac pocTo B35Th ¥ NOTUOHYTH He ObIJIO BEIXOAOM U3 cuTyauuu. OHa OTCTYIIUTIA, paccekasi CTeHY
MeudoM Iepefn; co0o¥, YTOOH IPOTUBOCTOSITh KOHTPaTaKe MPOTHBHUKA. BMecTo TOro 4To6n



IIPONOIKATh IPUOIUKATHCS, KOPOTHIIIIKA OCTAHOBHUIICS Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO ITaroB. Ero B3rms Obl
TI0JIOH HETOOBAHHUS ¥ IPOCTH, KOTMIa OH MEeIJIEHHO ITOBEPHYJICS ¥ TIOCMOTPET B HAaIIPpaBIeHUHU M03ax
cebs1. B cnemyiomiee MrHOBEHME, OH CO CTYKOM yIaji Ha 3eMiti0. CKopee BCEro, OH OBLIT yKe MepTB.

E Curo B 1I10Ke ITOCMOTpesia Ha KOPOTHIIIKY, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTpPeJia B TOM HalpaBlIeHUH, Kyga CMOTPes
OH, 1 3aMeTuia LIuHb Xao.

910 cHOBa OBl LluHb Xa0. 3TO OH TOJIBKO YTO YOUI 3TOr0 MapHa? Kak Takoe Moriio ciny4utbes? OHa
3Hasa 0 CHJie KOPOTHIIKY. [JaXke ecu OH IonafeT B 3acafy, OH He yMpeT TakK IPOCTo. Bo3MOXKHO 11y,
yto [luHb Xao TakxKe SIBIANICS JIeTeHAapPHEIM 9KCIIEPTOM B OpeBHUX 60eBHIX MCKyCcCTBax? Umu 3To
chenasn KTo-TO Apyrou, u Lluabs Xao MpoCTO 0Ka3ajCsa HE B TOM MECTe He B TO BpeMs?

E Cuto ckopee moBepuT B mmocaenHee. OHa He Bepuia, 4TO LluHb Xao ObUT IPEBHUM MacTEpPOM 00EBHIX
WCKYCCTB, U He X0TeJjla BepuTh, 4To LluHb Xao crac el KU3Hb.

"Yro T 37ech genaems?" C HegoBoiIbCTBOM crpocusia E Curo. BcmoMHUB TOT MOMEHT, Korfa LIuHb
Xao mpoIIoN HoYbio 00HMMaI 0OHAXKEHHYIO XKEHIIMHY, 3aCTaBUJI €e BOZHEHABUMIETD €T0 ellle
Oosblle.

[unb Xao 6vin omenoMned. OH He 3HaJ, Kak Bce 00bsICHUTE. OH MOT CKa3aTh: "S IPUIIIeN CIofia,
IIOTOMY 4TO YCJIBIIIIA TBOM rojioc ¥ 6ecrokouscs o TBoei 6e3omacHoctu." Ho E Cuio TouHO He
IIOBEPUT €MY.

YBupes Liuab Xao, CTOSIIEr0 B OIIeIEHEHNH, He TOBOPS HU clioBa, E Cuio He ycIiesa IOrOBOPUTH C
HUM. Y Hee OBIJIO BazKHOE [IeJI0, II09TOMY OHA JIMIIEL XOJIOMHO OTpe3asa: "Y6upaiics oTCiofa, eciiu He
X0Yelrh TOTHOHYTh." 3aKOHYUB I'OBOPUTD, OHA IIPBEITHYJIA B 3[laHKe, KaK jlerKas jacToyka. OHa He
XOTeJla BUMIETh €T0 CHOBA. 3BYKH 60PHOBI, KPUKY ¥ BOILJIX MTPOMOIKAINCh B 3[aHUH.

[Hunap Xao mocMOTpen B TOM HallpaBiieHUH, Kyfa HanpaBunack E Cuto. OH IOMEJIU U IPHITHY I
BCJIe[] 3a HeU. Y Hero MosgBUiICS UHTepecC K KeMuyxkuHe HMHp Illa, 0 KOTOPOU TOIBKO YTO CKa3al
KOPOTHIIKa. Eciiu OB OH MOT IOCTaTh 3Ty IITYKY, OHA OB YMHOXKHUJIA €0 CUTTY.

Boiins B 3manue, Lluab Xao 00HapyKuJl MOBCIOAY Cliebl 00PLOL ¥ KPOBH, U JaXKe Tella, JexXallue
BOKpYT.

Huup Xao 310 He BonHOBano. Ero [lyxosaoe YyscTBo 3anepino E Cuio, KoTopas HaX0guiach npsiMo
nepen HUM, U OH ITOCJIEN0BAN 3a Hel 3ur3aroobpa3usiM myTeM. OHU MUHOBAIA MHOXKECTBO
HEBLICOKMX KUPIUYHEIX 1OMOB. K cBOeMy yOUBIEHUIO, OH YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK KTO-TO IePeTCs B
KUPIUYHOM JJOMe, HO HUKOTO He yBumes. MoxkeT ObITh, UX BcexX yOumu. Y Hero He OBIO BpeMEHU
nymaThb 00 3ToM. E Cuto Gbiyia oueHs 6picTpa. OH He cMOT OBl YTHAThCS 3a HeW, eCiu Obl 11eJ1 HEMHOTO
MenjieHHee. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH 0Ka3aJICs Ha IJIoafu pa3MepoM ¢ 6acKeTOOIbHYIO IIOMAIKY.

To, 4TO MPOUCXOOUIIO Ha IyTomaay OBIIO elle XyKe. KpoBb U TPYIIBI OBLIM TOBCIOY, @ KOHEYHOCTH
pasbpocaHtl 10 BCel TeppuTopun. HeKOTOpHIe YacTu 3eMJH OBITM OKpAIleHHl B HACHIIIIEHHBIN 1IBET



KPOBH.

B neHTpe miomanu CTos Kononell. Pa3mep yCThs O3BOJISITT BOUTH TyHa TOIBKO OJHOMY Y€JIOBEKY, a
Oonbilas 4acTh KPOBU U TPYIIOB HaXO[KJIaCch UMEHHO BOKPYT YCThs. Ka3anock, Bce BOKPYT KOJIO/Ia
13-3a Yero-To CCOPUIIKCE.

Bckope 1IuHb Xao MOHST, 3@ YTO OHM CPaXKaloTcs. BeposiTHO, oHKM OOPONIKCH 3a TO, YTOOHI IIOMACTh B
Kojiofen. Kak pa3 B aToT MoMeHT, E Cuio NpHITHYIa IPSMO B KOJIOAEI] ¥ ObICTPO Hcue3na u3 cheprl
HyxosHoro Yysctsa Lluns Xao.

Luub Xao TyT Ke Gpocuiics K Komonuy. [laxe OGnmarogaps CBOEMY 3peHHIO0, OH He CyMeJl YBUOETh JHO
Kojiofia. TaMm Oblsla KpoMelllHasi ThMa. EC/y OH IPBITHET IPSIMO B KOJIOZEIl ¥ Ha MHE 0KaXKeTCs 4To-
TO BPOJie OCTPHIX HOXKeM, OH TyT ke ymMpeT. Ho pa3se E Cuio He cuesana TOIBKO UYTO TOXKE caMoe?
MoxeT ObITh, TaM AENUCTBUTEILHO He ObII0 HUKAKOM omacHoCTH. [IyMmas o0 aToM, Lluab Xao Gombiiie
He Kojiebasics, KOrfa CIPLITHY BHU3, ¥ B TO e BPeMsI, OH pacIIupui ceoe J[IyxoBHOe YyBCTBO 110
MaKCUMyMa.

Haxopsich B lecsiTM MeTpax OT OHa KOJoAla, ero [IyxoBHOoe YyBCTBO MOACKA3asio EMY, YTO BHU3Y
OCTpBIe HOXKY U UMb, OJHAKO 3TH IITYKH, HAIIOJTHEHHEIE TPYIIaMHy, yKe MTOXOOWIN Ha 6apaHbu
BepTesa 1 00JIbIlle He MPeCTaBIS/IM HUKAKOW OIIACHOCTH.

B cnepymwoiee Mruosenue, Lluap Xao HaCTynuiI Ha TPYIL.

BEIIO BCe elrle TEMHO, HO BIIePeny BUTHEICS CIIa0bli CBET.

[luub Xao HeEMe[JIEHHO CIIPLITHYII C TPyIa U MpUu3eMIuics Ha 3emito. OH He 0XKHUOall, YTO OHa OymeT
BBICOKOM, HO, OTJITHYBIIUCE, OB IOTPSICEH.

Tpymnbl TpOMO3AUANCH BEICOTOM C YelI0BeKa, NX HaHU3bIBAIM Ha OCTPHIE HOXKY U IIUIIH BO
BCEBO3MOKHEBIX CTPAHHBIX IT03aX-TOPHU30HTAIBHO, BEPTUKAIBHO, HAKJIOHHO. ITO BHITIISIAEIIO
NEVCTBUTEILHO Y2KaCHO.

Pa3Be 310 He cyMaciecTBue? CTOUIO JIU geflaTh 3TO pafu Kakou To Kemuyxunel UHB? LluHb Xao
HUYEro He IOHUMAJL.

Takum 06pa3oM, MOKHO OBIIO MTOHATH, UTO 2KeMuyxkuHa MHb Obiyia OeclieHHa [ 60eBhIX
KYJIbTUBATOPOB. ITO YKPENHUJIo pemnuMocTh Lluub Xao 3anonyuuts 2KemuyxkuHy UHb. MoXKeT OBITS,
aTa OycrHa He TOJIBKO CHOeJIaeT ero CUIy CuiibHee. M OH B oTYasiHUM OPOCHIICS Ty/a, TIe TOpes
crabkIi CBeT.

Celiyac OH He MOT IIOHATH, I0YeMy BCe OCTaIbHbEIE CXOOAT C yMa, HO cerddyac OH OTYasiHHO HyXK[ajcs
B KemuyxuHe UHE.



[TyTh OKa3zancsg o4eHsb OIUHHBIM, 0K0JI0 100 MeTpoB. [1o yTH OH HaIIes elle HECKOJIbKO TPYIIOB.

Bckope, Llunb Xao cTosin o hoHapeM, 1 OBbIT HaIlyTraH.

Ha BEepPXY B TOHHEJIE HaXO0OHUJIaCh OTPOMHAA Hounas }KGM‘{y}KI/IHa. Caet HWCXOOUI UMEHHO OT Hee. K
€ro u3yMJIeHUIO, ITepen HuM OBLIIO MSATH PA3BUIIOK, KaXOdA C TYHHEJIEM.

"Kyna MHe unTtu?" Lluas Xao nodyecan 3aThlyIoK. OH MOOKIIOYUA cBoe [JyxoBHOe YyBCTBO, YTOORI
BBISICHUTD, UTO IIPOUCXOTUT B KaXKIOM TyHHEJIe, HO 3TO OBIJIO BCETO JIUIIh AeCATh METPOB AJTUHON U
OKa3anoch Oecrone3HbsM. OH OB OUEHb HEJOBOJIEH CBOEM OTPaHUYEHHOU CUIoi. EMy HyKHO OBIIIO
KakK MOXKHO CKOpee YBEJIMYUTh €€ JeNCTBUE.

HccnenoBaHue poBanuiaock. EMy ocTaBanoch IUIIb 0TO3BaTh AEXCTBUE CBOEro [JyxoBHOTO UyBCTBa.
Kak pas Korga oH gyMas o TOM, KakK BHIOpaTh TYHHEJb, OH BHE3AIIHO IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KPOBb B €T0
TeJle 3aKumesa, Kak OygTo ero 4YTo-To IPU3bIBasIo. 30B, KA3aJI0Ch, UCXOMUT U3 TYHHEJS CJeBa.

"Bot oHo." LJluHb Xao He CTaJl JOIr0 Pa3ayMbIBaTh U Cpa3y Ke 6POCHUIICS K TYHHETTIO.

OTOT TyHHEIb 0Ka3aJiCs HEMHOI'0 TeMHee U MeHbIIle OCTaIbHBIX, ¥ ObLT yXabucThiM. Hu cremoB
60opnObI, HM KPOBH, HU TeJl. Yepe3 TYHHEb IIPOIIJIO He TaK YK MHOTO JIIOfIEH.

9T10 611710 HOpManbHO. OH He OBLT TOX0K Ha COKPOBUINHHUIY. Bojiee TOro, OH Ka3ajcs JOBOIBHO
obmupHEIM. Eciiu 61 He 6eCIIOKOMHAs SHePTHsi KPOBU B €r0 Telle, OH OBl He BEIOpPAJT 9TOT TYHHE]Ib.

OH 11en Brepeq, MoBopayuBas 3a yroi. OH He 3HaJI, Kak [JOJIT0 OCTAJI0oCh U KaK JajIeKo OH YIIel.
BHesanHo, ero riasa 3a01eCcTesd, 1 OH OCTAaHOBHUJICS.

[Tepen HUM OBIT ITOJBA IJIOIIAABIO OKOJIO MIOKWHBEI KBAAPATHEIX METPOB. ITociie monroi Xomb0s! OH
HaKOHeIl YBUIeN cliefbl 60ph0Obl 1 KPoBU. HECKOTbKO CIIOMaHHBIX KOHEYHOCTEMN, HO TPYIIOB HET.
CrpaHHO, HO 3eMJIsi OblIa ycesiHa YeJI0BeYeCKUMU CKeJleTaMu 1 YeperaMu.

HuHb Xao0 OCTOPO2KHO BOIIEJI B IIOABAJI, PA3TTIAABIBAA Ye€JIOBEYECKUE CKEJIETH U YepPella Ha II0JIy. On
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK II0 TEJIYy Hp06e}KaH XOJIOOOK, U SHEPIrud WHb cTana elle CUIbHEE.

OH mocMOTpen B APyrov KoHell nofBana. BoaMmoxkHo, 2KeMuykrHa VHE Oblla B KOHIIE 9TOT'0 TYHHEJIS.
OH mo1ien B TOM HallpaBJIEHUH ellle OCTOPOXKHee. Kak TOIBKO OH BHIIIEN, pa3aacs BUOPHUPYIOMIUT
3ByK "byM", 3a KOTOpPEIM ITOC/IENOBano "a — a — a", JXaJKue BOIJIA pa3fajuch B TEeMHOM U MPauyHOM
TyHHeJie. KpuKY pa3HecCsIuCh B ero yilax B Te4eHUe AJIUTEJIbHOT0 BDEMEHHU, ¥ IPOHUK B KOCTHBIN
MO3T B ero Tese. [luHb Xao gazxe IO4YyBCTBOBAJI, KAk OHEMeJT ero cKasbil. OH ObIJT YBEPEH, UTO C KEM-
TO CJIy4YHJIOCh YTO-TO y2KaCHOe.

Huup Xao ocraHoBuscs. [Ipexmge yeM UOTH BIepen, OH KaKoe TO BpeMs COMHeBascsa. Ho pa3 yx oH
3ales Tak gajieko, Kak OH MOT TakK JIETKO cHaThCsa? MoxkeT, oH OblT XpaOphIM IMapHeM, a MOXKET,



comiejr C yma 110 }KeM‘-Iy}KI/IHe Wus Ila, oH CTHCHYIJI 3y'6bI U IIOIIEJI OalIbIlle.
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