Huinenrnee Mecto mpebriBaHus [1aBenmoka HaX0OUIIOCh Ha caMOM Kpato MmmepaTtopckoro [IBopiia.
OH ObI7T Ha3HaYeH eMy CaIMBaHOM, HO Jaxke TOTa HAMPSIXKEHHOCTh MEXIY ABYMs OpaThsiMu Oblyia
oueBunHa. Odenus He 6€CIIOKOUTACh 0 MECTOHAX0XKOeHUU [TaBesoKa, COCPeqOTOYHBIIUCE Ha 60phoe
3a BiacTh ¢ KapnainoMm. OmHAKO Temeph, KOora e TpedoBasach ero oMOIIlb, OHA AOJIXKHa OblIa
HeMe[IJIeHHO Pa3bICKaTh ero. Eit oueHb He XOTeNI0Ch PUCKOBATh CBOEH XKM3HbIO, HO ceryac He OII0
BpEeMEHHU [JIS1 COXKaJIeHUU.

"Benukuii ['eprior JIyHeH He MOXKeT 0TKa3aTh MHe B Moeii mpock0e. 1o cux IOp OH MOAIepKUBal
Pendunma, u ecnu oH OTKaXXeT MHe, TO IIOTepseT I[eHHOr0 COI03HUKA."

Odemnust obompsrolie KUBHYJa caMa cebe, BCIIOMHHUB, C KAKUM yBaxkeHueM [TaBesioK Bcerga
OTHOCHJICS K Hell. CKONTbKO OBl OHa HU fyMaja 00 3ToM, [TaBesioK OBl eMMHCTBEHHBEIM, Ha KOTO OHa
MOT'JIa Temepb IOI0KUThCS.

Tabartabarey—

Haxkoner Odpenust u Pegdunm mobpanuchk o moMa, rae octaHoswiics ITaBemok. K cuacteio, Kaccana,
noxozxe, Oblla 3HaKOMa C reorpadueli 3TOro MecTa, II0OCKOIBKY paboTasa Bo [IBoplie y:Ke MHOTO JIeT.
OHM 0CTOPOKHO MPOOPANKCh CKBO3b XaoC 005 ¥ OOCTUTIN MeCTa Ha3HAUeHUsI.

KaccaHna moporina K OXPaHHUKY, CTOABIIEMY Y ,E[Bepef;l KBApPTHUPEL [TaBemnoKa, ¥ 4TO-TO IMEeIHyJla eMy.

— Ckaxure emy, 4yTo E€ BenuuecTBo 3m€ecCs.

Primaps B3rnsHyn Ha Odenuto u Pegdunpa, crossmux mo3agu Kaccansl. JIuio Odenuy BCOBIXHYIIO
0T 0eCUyBCTBEHHOTO IIOBefeHUs prillapsi. OHa MPUBHIKIIA CTOSTh B I[EHTPe BHUMAaHUS B
BEJIMKOJIEIIHOM BU[Ie, HO BHE3aIlHO [I0YYBCTBOBAJIa CMyIlleHHe OTTOr0, YTO HOCUT TaKyl0 pPBaHYIO
omexny. OOBIYHO, KOTTIa JIIONY CMOTPEJU Ha Hee, 9T0 OBUIO OJHO U3 IBYX YYBCTB — CTPaX WA
OrmaroroBeHue.

Tenepb 0XpaHHUK CMOTPeJI Ha HEE Tak, CJIOBHO OHA Oblla UYeM-TO TPUBUAJIBHEIM, U BIEPBLHIE B JKU3HU
Odenus y3Hana, KakKOBO 3TO - OBITH HAYEM.

— IMomoxnuTte 3meck. A momoxy o6 3ToM ['0CIIONKMHY U JaM BaM 3HaTh.

He Tak maBHO phillaph CHadasa BIycTua Obl Odennio BHYTPh, @ TOTOM IOIIEN Ol K [TaBeioKy.
OnHakKo Teneps phillapb OCTABUJI UX KOATh CHAPYXKMU.

Odenus B rHeBe cTUCHYIa 3yOrl. OHa He MOTJIa BEIHECTU TAKOT'0 HeyBaxkKeHus. Brnacth Obia
yKacarlllel CUJIOW; OHa B3JleTeJla Ha OTPOMHYIO BEICOTY, cTaB MMnepaTpulieli, HO 3aTeM B OGHOYAChE
IIpeBpaTUIach BCETO JIUIIh B OETITHKY.

Prillaph CHOBa IOSIBUJICS ¥ pe3Ko oOpaTuics Kk Odenun:



— Benukuit Kus3p paspemun Tebe BOUTH BHYTPb.

Kaccana ogoOputenbHO yabpIOHYyIach U oBepHynach K Odenuiu.

— Cnaga Bory. [Toxanyiicra, BxoguTte, Bale BenrdecTso.

— ...Ia.

Odenus BolIa BHYTPh, HAPSII CITyKAHKK, KOTOPBIA OHA HOCHUJIA, TOYEMY-TO 3aCTaBIISI ee
YyBCTBOBATh ce0s1 MeHblIe. Pemduim Momda ciemoBa 3a Hel C UCITYTaHHBIM BUIOM.

Kkuurr.

Korpa Bepb OTKpHITIACh, IEPBOE, UTO GPOCUIIOCH B T'1a3a, Obl1 [TaBestioK, TOpAo BOCCENaBIINii BO
rnase cTojia. OOBIYHO 3TO MecTo ObII0 3ape3epBupoBaHo ot Odenuu. OgHako [TaBemOK He BEIKA3asl
HUKAKUX ITPU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO YCTYIIUT X CBOE MECTO.

"Tak BOT OHO uTO...!"

O(bem/m BHYTPHU KHII€JIa OT APOCTHU, HO OHA HE MOI'JIa KPDUTHUKOBATE HEYBAXKUTEJIbHOE ITIOBEJEHNE
ITaBemoKa, Korga cama IIpuUIiljia IIPOCUTH €ro O IMIOMOIIH. Ona II0CTapalacCh IIpUaaTh cebe KaK MOXKHO
Ooree CTpOl"I/Iﬁ BH, a 3aTEM 3aroBOpPHJIa HEIIPUTAI3ATEJIbHEIM I'OJIOCOM:

— Papa cHoBa Buneth Tebs, Benukuii ['epitor JIyHeH.

— ...Y MeHs 04eHb I1JI0X0e HacTpoeHue. CKaxXy MHe, 3a4eM ThHI IIPUIILIa.

Odenus Bcurixuyna. Hukorga emié ITaBerniok He BEN ce0si ¢ HEM TaK BHICOKOMEPHO, HO OHa He MOTrJa
BBIPA3UThL CBOET'0 HEYNOBONLCTBHUS. [lepell HUM OHa OKa3asachk B elle 0ojlee HEBHITOTHOM
1I0JI0KeHuY. BriepBhie OHa MOHSJIa, KaKOBO 3TO - OBITh BO BJIAaCTH APYTrOro YeoBeKa.

— [Ia, 51 MPUHOIITY CBOM U3BMHEHUS 3a NPUYNHEHHEIE HEYT0OCTBA. f 3Mech NONTro He 3a0epkKyCh,
II03TOMY Cpa3y Iepeunay K meny. - mpopomxkuna Odenus, u ryOsl €€ clierka 3agpoxKaju.

[TaBeTIOK HUYETo He OTBETHJI, IIPOCTO MTOCMOTPEIT Ha Heé CBEPXY BHU3 CBOMMHU YEPHHIMHU TTa3aMH,
KOTOphIe ObLIM rTy0oKH, Kak 6e3nHa. Opgnako Odenus npuiiia cioga He 6e3 BCAKOM Hale Kb,

— 4 npomy Te6s BeIBeCTH Hac ¢ Pendunmom 3a mpepmensl MmnepaTtopckoro [Bopua. Ecnu 1o Gymenib
mepxXKaTh Hac B 0€30I1aCHOCTU KaKoe-TO BpeMs, g faM Tebe BCE, YTO THl 3aX04ellh B OymyIieM.

— ...C uero OnI MHe 3TO0 mefnaTh? Tebe Heuero MHE NaTh.



JIto6o11 Ol Tak ogyman, Ho y Ocdenun OBIJIO CEKPETHOE OPYKUE.

— Ecnu TH mams MHE HEMHOTO BpeMeHH, 51 Halify croco0 mepxkath [Ipuniia Kapraiina B y3fe.

— Kakum o6pasom?

Odenust He X0TeNna PacKphEIBaTh BCe CBOM HaMepPeHHs, HO ObII0 0YeHb BaxKHO, YTOOR! [TaBesmok
ocTasicst moBoyneH. OHa [ojKHa OblyTa COeNlaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH BEIOPATHCS U3
HWwmmnepatopckoro [IBopia.

— 4 mompocuna nomortru y KoponesctBa KenbToB, 4TOOB CIIPABUTLCS C COaTaMU U3 OBOPIIA
HacnenHoro IIpuHIa. f He 3HaNa, YTO BCE TaK 00epPHETCS, HO... €CIM OHU 00beIUHSATCS C TBOUMU
BOMCKaMH, y Hac OyzmeT xopormmii maHc Ha nobeny. Ecnu Pendunp cranetr iMnepatopoM—

— ...Kr-r-r.

Onipratomuii cmex [TaBemioka 3actasun Odenuio 3amepeTs Ha MecTe. OHa YOUBIEHHO MOPTHYIIA,
YBUIEB €T0 PeaKlXio, ¥ BMECTO He€ 3aroBopul [1aBenok:

— Heyxenu ucnons3oBanre KoponescTsa KenbToB - 3TO €IUHCTBEHHOE, YTO THl MOXKEIb IPUAYyMaTh
CBoel roJioBoii? Ecmu Thl mobemuiib TaKuM 06pa3oM, y TeOST OCTaHETCS TOJIBKO I0ojI0BUHaA VMIiepuu.
TEL.. IIlynas XXKeHIIuHa.

Conpatel KoponeBcTtBa KenbToB TpeboBasu CIUIIKOM BEICOKYIO IeHY, U maxe ecnu Ov1 Odenus
MCIIOJIb30BaJia UX, 3TO He OblI0 OBl oIHOM mobemoii. Kapain He TOTbKO 00BeIUHII COI03HUKOB
IIOKOWHOT0 MMnepaTopa, HO U IPUBJIEK Ha CBOI0 CTOPOHY BeChMa XeJaHHy0 ceMbio Kpaycc. C Touku
3pEeHHUs JIOTUCTUKU OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO ITOIHOCTHI0 0ToOpaTh MMnepuio Pydpopn u3 pyk Kapnaiina,
naxe c nomoribio KoponesctBa KenpToB. OgHako, K pa3odapoBanuio Odenuu, oHa He BuAena
OPYTOro BEIXOTA.

— Ecnu OBl TH € caMOro Hadasa [eiiCTBOBajia IPpaMOTHO, 3TOr0 OBl He CIIy4uIoCchk. Pa3Be TH He
momxkHa Oblta X0Ts OBl HAHECTH CMEPTENBHYIO paHy Kaprainy? A Temeps ThHI IPHUIIUIA CIOJA TPOCUTD
MUJIOCTBIHIO ¥ KAEIIb, YTO 5 Oy IOKPOBUTENIbCTBOBATEL TEOE?

[TaBemniok BEN ce0si coBceM He Tak, Kak Odenus ayMasa, ¥ OHa MHTYUTUBHO YyBCTBOBaJa, 4YTO YTO-TO
He Tak. OHa cpesana HepelIuTeIbHbIN IIar Ha3al, Korga ABepb BHE3allHO 3axJIONHYysach 3a Hei. OHa
pednekTopHO 00epHYach 1 yBumenna KaccaHny, CTOSIIIyIO0 ¥ OBePH, YTOOH HUKTO HE MOT YUTH.

— Twr...!

Odenus notpscéHHo ycTaBunach Ha Kaccany. Hu pa3y B KU3HU OHa He YCOMHHUJIACh B BEDHOCTH
GbpennuHbL. B KoHIIE KOHLIOB, KaccaHa cnyxuma ey yxke MHOro jeT. OgHako BrepBrle Odenus
3amnopo3purna, KTo Takas KaccaHa.



Becémnas yneiOka 3aurpana Ha nuie Kaccansl, korga Odemnus X0JI00HO II0OCMOTpeIa Ha Heé.

— X0-X0-X0, HeyXKeJu TH 3aMeTusia’?
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