EneHa He MOTJIa CKPBITh CBOET0 HeoyMeHusi. Kapsain ckasan, uTo CannuBaH gyMal, YTO KOJIBI0
OBLIO ITapoM gpakoHa. CasmuBaH, C APYTOM CTOPOHHI, CKa3aJjl, YTO KOJIbIIO UCIIOJIHUT XKeJTaHue
Kapnaiina. XoTs o0e CTOPOHH yTBEpPXKIaIN Pa3HOe, UX OTBETHI ObIIM MMOYTH OJMHAKOBH. KOHEYHO,
BITOJTHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO KOJIbIIO OBIIIO IIAapPOM JpPaKOHA, HO €€ II0Pa3nJIo, YTO OHO OIPAHUYHBAJIOCH
TOJIPKO OMHUM XKeJIaHHUEM.

Ona 6BICTpO CKDPEIJIa CBOX MBICJIM X CHOBA 3aI'OBOPHIIA.

— Kak HeoOrYHO. ITO 03HAYaeT, YTO TOT, 3a KOTO S BEHIWAY 3aMyX, He TOJIbKO OyneT KOPOHOBaH
HmmepaTopoM, HO ¥ IPUHECET BEJTUKOE BO3pOKAeHNe uMnepuu. OHO OBITI0 OB LIEJTBIM COCTOSTHUEM,
eciu OBl MOTJIO UCIIOJTHUTD OOJIbIIIEe OJHOTO KeIaHus.

— Te1 y3Haemb 00JIbIle, KOTMIa CTAHeIlb YJieHoM MMIiiepaTopcko ceMbu. S OECIIOKOUIICS O TTOMCKE
napTHEpa s Kapnaiina, HO Temneps S MOTY OBITh CITOKOEH.

CannuBaH oOpalrajncs ¢ Hei Tak, CJIOBHO OHa yKe Obljla er0 HeBeCTKOM, HECMOTPS Ha ero
ImepBOHavYaIbHOE HeomoOpeHue, u EneHa Oblyla cKopee JTI000IBITHA, YeM B3BOJIHOBAHA €T0 BHE3AITHOH
IIepeMeHOoN OTHOIIeHus. [IeCTBUTEILHO, COBET, KOTOPHIY man ei Kapmaiii, OblI IpaBUIbHbIM.

"Pa3Be 9T0 He CTpaHHO?"

Ha camowm pene, CannuBaH ObIT Tak Xe YMEH, Kak ¥ npennosarana Enena. OH Hampasiisii pa3roBop
TaK, KaK eMy XOTEeJIOCh, YMeJIO CKPhIBasi CBOM BHYTPEHHUE MBICIH, KaK U CJIEHOBAJIO OKUOATE OT
VimnepaTopa, KOTOPHIM [OIT0 BEN monuTndeckre Oatanuu. OH He cTas OBl HemIsaThCd 3a Mud 6e3
IPUYMHEL.

"TyT 4TO-TO €CTB."

[Tomo3penus Enentl pocnu. [JomxkHo 66T, B UMIIEPATOPCKOii ceMbe OblsIa KaKas-To TaiHa, O
KoTopoi EneHa He 3Hana.

— Mos moporasi, s xo4y, YTOOBI ThI KOE-4YTO [JIsI MEHs chesaa.

Bue3amHas cMeHa oOpatneHus Oblia 71 Heé COBEPIIEeHHO HeJI0BKOM, HO EjleHa 0TBeTHIIa CIIOKOMHO,
He MeHSS BeIpazKeHus JIUIa.

— [Toxanyiicta, Baiie BenuuecTso.

— He roBopu HMKOMY, YTO THI IOJIy4HJIa KOJIBLO OT Kapsaiina unm 4To oH cKa3ai. [1o KpaliHel Mepe
IO CBAIBOHI.

— Ho, 310 Xe npekpacHo. [loueMy HUKTO He OOIKEH 3HaTh 3TO?



— Pa3sBe s He cka3an? Konblo UCIONHUT XejaHue Kapranna. Tel fo/IXKHa I0Ka AepXKaTh 3TO IPU
cebe, He MOMXKHO OBITh HUKAKUX MTOJO3PEHUN B KOPPYIILIUHU.

— Hoo...

EneHa mpoTsiHyIa 3TO CI0BO U yCTaBuiIach Ha CanmnuBaHa. ITociie KOPOTKOM May3kl OHA PeLIria
IIPSIMO CIIPOCHUTH €TO.

— He mory He momo0onsITCTBOBaTE, Batre BenuyectBo. Kosnblio - IeHHHIH 3HaK Opaka, mofapeHHbII
MHe [IpuHIIeM, HO He MOTJIH OBl BBl paccKa3aTh MHE 0 HEM mopapobHee? U s Oymy 3HATH, KaK MHE
OLITh.

Takast BO3MOXKHOCTh He fjaBayach ierko. OHa X0Tella 3HaTh, €CTh JIU ellé KaKue-Hubyab CEKPETE 00
3TOM KOJIbIIE ¥, BO3MOXKHO, 0 Kapmaiine. CanmnuBaH, O0HAKO, OOAapHU €€ JHUIb CBOe0o0pa3Hou
YIIBIOKOM.

— Tebe, HaBepHOE, MIOOOKITHO, HeBeCTKA. Ho IoKa TH He CTaHEeIh 4acThio MIepaTopcKon
CeMbH, IPUIETCS eIl€ HEMHOTO MOMpUIePkKaTh CBOE TF0OOIBITCTBO.

— Ax...

— 4 pacckaxy Tebe ropa3nmo 60bllle, KOTHa TH BEIAIEIIL 3aMyK 3a Kapnaiisa u cTaHelllb HacleqHOU
[Ipunnieccou.

Bripaxenue nuiia Enensl o3apuiock obenianueM CauBaHa, ¥ OH YIOBIETBOPEHHO YIBIOHYIICS
€€ peakKIluu.

— THI BRITTIAAUIID CYACTIUBOM.

— IIa, Bame BenuyectBo. [ToxkanyiicTa, JepXKUTe 3TO B CEKPETe U OT MpUHIIA. f XoTesa Okl yIUBUTh
€ro Io3xe.

— Kaxk xouenrs. TeGe BCE paBHO CKOPO Hafo OYAET 3TO y3HATh.

Cepaue EneHbl MOATPHITHYJIO OT MBICIIH, YTO PaHO MM IO3OHO 3Ta TalHa OyneT packphita. He cpasy,
HO ecnu e€ 6pak ¢ KapraitioM okaxkeTcsl yIauyHbIM, OHa HAaKOHEIl y3HaeT O CTPAHHOUM YEPHOU yelrye,
IIOSIBUBIIENCS Ha €ro pyKe.

— Ecnu T X04enrb y3HaTh, TO BaM CJIeyeT IIPOBECTH CBafb0y KakK MOXKHO CKOpee.

YyTh panbine CanmuBaH CKalall, 4To Takas MMrepckas cBagbOa He OymeT pelleHa Tak OBICTPO.



EnleHa mpopoKaja ¢ YOUBIEHHEIM BHIOM:

— Te cpepncraa...

— MHe npupeTcs CHOBa 00CYIUTh 3TO C TBOMM OTIIOM, HO KaK HAaCYET CIeyIoIIero Mecsa?

9to IIPOM30IIJIO PAHBIIIE, YEM OHa OKHIOalla, 1 €€ rnasa IMMHUPOKO PACKPEIIIUCE. Osna 3Hana, 4TO
BrevatyieHne CasirBaHa O Hel ITIOCTENIEHHO MEeHSIeTCs, HO He IIpeAaloiarajia, 470 TaK CHUJIbHO.

— [ToueMy Tak OBICTPO, CIPOCHILD THI?

— 0-o HeT. Ecnu peus ugéT 0 6pake C HaCIeOHBIM IIPUHIIEM, TO YeM CKOPee, TeM JTydlIIle.

— Jla, MHe HpaBUTCS TBOU OTBeT. Kyil XKee30 1oKa ropsdo.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

EneHa He cMOT1a CKPHITh JOBOJIBHOM YIEIOKH. BCé mito Goree Tmagko, 4eM oxkumanock. Kazamocs,
3T0 OBIJIO TaK [ABHO, YTO OHU C KapyaitiioM yCTpouau cBO¥M O6pak 1o KOHTPAKTY, ¥ Telepb Ka3aaoCh,
YTO 9TO yKe OBIJIO He 3a TOpaMH.

V3 mBopsiHCKOM ceMbu B MmepaTopckyio. OHa oxKufaa, YTO BIEPey ellé HeCKOJIbKO rop, Ha
KOTOPBIE MOKHO TOJHSTHCS, HO BCE PEIIUIOCH JOBOILHO OBICTPO. Temeph 0CTaBalIoCh TOIBKO
IIOATOTOBUTHCS K CBafb0e... 3a TaKOe KOPOTKOe BpeMs.

CanmuBaH co craboi yaeI0KoM Ha Jirile ITPOAoJIKal:

— HOCHYLHafI MEHS BHUMATEJIBHO, MOA JOpOorad.

OHa BC€ elll€ He IPUBHIKJIA K €Tr0 PE3KOU IlepeMeHe OTHOILIEeHHS, HO 3TO y2Ke He UMeJI0 3HaUYeHHUs.

— IIa, oretl. - ¢ yneiOKo# oTBeTuna EneHa.



Paccrasuuce ¢ CannuBaHOM, OHa OBICTPO HAllpaBUJIACh MIPSIMO K TOMY MecTy, raoe Kapiaiin ckasar,
yTo OymeT XKpmaTh e€. E€ maru ObITM Tak Ke JIeTKY, KaK Y He€ Ha ceppale. HecMoTps Ha [AJIMHHOE
IaThe, OHa He MOTJIa He UATH OBICTpee.

Haxkonern, Enena 3ametuna ero. OHa Morjla y3HaTbh ero Qurypy, IpuciOHUBIIYIOCS K CTeHe, Jaxe
KOTZla OH OBINT B TeHU. Kapaiin cMOoTpen KyHa-To BOajlb, BHEIIHE XapaKTePHBIN BLICOKOMEPHBIN BU].

— Koapun! - oknuknyna ero Enena.

Ero romy0Orie ria3a mepeMecTUINCh Ha 3BYK €€ rojioca. CTpaHHO, HO flaXke B 9TOU IIPOCTOM ClieHe
Enena Oviyia B IpUMIOAHATOM HacTpoeHuu. OHa OBICTPO MOAOIIa K HEMY U CXBaTHJIa 3a PYKY.

— MMmnepaTop pa3pemnmmt HaMm MokeHUThCs. OH X0o4eT, 4TOObl MBI CHITPaji CBagL0y B CIIEOYIOIIEM
MecsIle.

Kapraiin He BRITTIAOE YIUBIEHHBIM, KaK OyATO 0xuman 3Toro. OH IMOCMOTpeIT Ha PYKy, KOTOPYIO OHa
cXKHUMaJa, TOTOM CHOBa IIOMHSII TJa3a.

— THI, DOoMXXHO OBITH, 0YEHb CUACTJIMBA.

— KoneuHo. Pa3Be TH TOXe He cYacTIuB? Ml yKe OJM3KM K Halllell cBagboe.

Inapsa B cusiommee nutio Enensl, Kapmnaiin cmabo yasi0HyICS.

— Tl He pag MeHs BUTEThH?

Ero romy0Onie riia3a CBETUINCH BO MpaKe KaKUM-TO 0COOEHHBIM XKapoM. OTO OBLI IeYaIbHBIN I[BET,
HAIIOJTHEHHBIN TOCKOH.

— THI yOUBHILILCS, €CNIU Y3HAEIIh, YTO S YYBCTBYIO.

EneHa c mo00MBITCTBOM YCTaBHUJIaCh Ha Kapﬂafma. 3aTeM OHa MOHsA, YTO B3si/Ia ero 3a PYKYy, Iaxe
He OCO3HaBad 3TOrO.

— O, mpocTH...

Enena otnycTuia ero, u mXpoKas 1afoHb Kapraiina BEICKOIb3HYIA U3 €€ TOHKUX IaJIbIEeB.
Cutyanus u3MeHuIack B MrHOBeHUe oKa. Korma Enena mocMoTpena Ha Kapnaiina youBIEHHBIMU
rjIa3aMHi, OHa yBHUAEJa, YTO ero rjia3a CTajlu TeMHee, Y4eM PaHbIIIe.



— ODTO IPEeKpacHO, YTO THI YYBCTBYEIIb ce0si HEMHOT'0 cYacT/inBee. Ho BMECTO PYKH 5 MIPEAIouéEst Okl
00BATHUS.

CnoBHO nmpuKa3biBas el OBICTPO IPHITHYTH B €70 00bsATHS, Kapnaia yKpagko 1moKa3all Ha CBOU
coOCTBEeHHBIE IIMPOKNE PYKU T'Ia3aMi.

Ero nmumo ObI;10 TAKMM HATJIBIM, YTO EjleHa pacxoxoTanack. Eciu Ovl 3TO OBIIIO BCETO MTHOBEHHE
Ha3ajl, OHa JeUCTBUTENIFHO MOTJIa OBl IPEITHYTh K HEMY OT pamgocTu. OHa OymeT 4ieHoM
WMIepaToOpCKOi CeMbY ¥ CMOXKET BCTPETUTHCS C [TaBEITIOKOM JIUIIOM K JIHITy. DTO TaK MHOTO 3HAYHUIIO
st Heé. OTHEIHe EneHa Moria meicTBOBaTh ellé 6oee BIUSITEILHO.

— Ecnu TH cTaHems MMmnepaTopoM, s HeUCTBUTEIBHO CMOTY 0OHSTH Tebs.

— Torga mHe IIpupoeTcda CTaTh I/IMr[epaTopOM, TaK UJIN UHa4e.

Ilaxe c ero HUT'PUBBIMH CJIOBAMH, Enena KHBHYJIa C PEIUTEJILHEIM BEIPDA2KEHUEM JINIIA.

— IIa, IpOCTO... MOJOXKAK. & coena 3To I TeOs.

Enena Oynet napéMm-co3upartenieM. Kapaiin B30MAET Ha TPOH CBOMMHU PyKaMH, M HUYbUMHU OOJIbIIIE.
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