— He Bonmyiics. [TpocTo memnai, Kak s CKaxy.

— Yto0?

— YT0OB 00BSICHUTH HEIHEIITHIOIO CUTyalluIo, MOM OTeIl OTYASHHO X0UeT, YTOOHI 5 2KeHuncs. Kak Tol
3HA€Illb, IPyIrrue 3HaTHbIe CEMbU HEOXOTHO BCTYIIAIOT B 6paK H3-3a IIpopodecCTBa. U xoHeuHO,
IIPOPOYECTBO - HEe eJUHCTBEHHAad IIPUYKHAa...

T'ony6sie ra3a Kapnaiina omacHo cBepkHYH, U EjleHa cpa3y moHsiia HaMéK. MmepaTrpulia Toxe
IIPEISITCTBOBAJIA €70 BO3MOXKHOCTH JKEHUThHCS.

— Bo BcsaKOM ciydae, 51 yKe BCTPEYAJICS C OTLOM, ¥ MbI BCE oopmumu. Tebe He HyKHO BOJTHOBATHCS
TIOHAIpacHy. 4 yxKe COOoOIIII eMy, UTO HaMepeH XKEeHUThCS Ha Tebe.

— Heyxenu?

Ona u npepncTaBuTh cebe He Morya, 4To Kapraiin yxKe Bcé pacckalasn CalnuBaHy, HO 4epes
MTHOBEHUE COTJIacUJIach, YTO CBaAbba MOJIXKHA COCTOSIThCS KaK MOXKHO cKopee. [Ia, 3To OBIIO0 maxe
nyuiie. OHa He 3Haza, C Yero HadaTh B OTHOLIeHUU CaiiBaHa U €€ OTHOIIEHUH C ero CBIHOM, HO
Teneps, Korma Kapnaiin y>ke IIOroBOpUII C HUIM, OHa MOTJIa CKa3aThb, UTO C HETEPIEeHNEM KIET 3TOTO
Opaka.

— Ilo mpaBme TOBOpS, MOM OTell Ype3BbIYalHO ofepKUM MHU(pOM 006 OCHOBaHUM uMIiepuu Pydopa.

— ...Mud?

EneHa BCTIOMHHUIIA CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOU YTBEPKAAIOCh, YTO UMIIEPATOP yHACIIe0Bal KPOBb IpAaKOHA U
4yTO ero pox OymeT 06agaTh aOCOMIOTHOM BIACTHIO.

"OH B 9TO Bepur?"

E# 9T0 moka3anochk IUKOBUHHBEIM, HO IIOTOM OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO CaMa BUAEla YEPHYIO Yellylo Ha
pyke Kaprnaiina, I0X0Xy0 Ha JPaKOHEIO.

— MoxeT ObITh, MO¥ OTEI] XOTeJI Y3HaTh, 3arafas jau g Tebe xKelaHue?

— ..4Uto?

Enena Onlna o3alayeHa 3TUM 3asBJIEHUEM. Kapnafm 3aKpPHLI POT, CIIOBHO OGHYMBIBBH CBOH CJIOBa,
3aTeM IIPOOOJIZKHUII 00BSICHEHHS.



— OH cYHuTaeT, YTO KOJBI0 U3 TONMyOhIX OyCHH, KOTOpoe s Tebe mogapwuil, - 9To Illap [IpakoHa.

— YTo0... 4TO TH UMeellb B BuAy? Kak Takoe BO3MOXKHO?

— Tebe 1 He HYKHO 3TOT0 IIOHUMAaTh. ITO IIPOCTO CyeBepHeE.

EneHa He Morjia IOHSTh CMBICTIA €T0 CJIOB, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB KMBHYIA. B0 6e3yMueM OyMath, 94TO
IIPOCTOE KOJIBIIO, KOTOPOEe OHA HOCHJIA B MPOIIJION KU3HM, OBIJIO IApoM [IpaKoHa.

— Y06 6paK HpOHIéJ'I T7agKo, BCE, 4To Tebe HY2KHO COEJIdaTh, 3TO CKA3adTh 3T CJIIOBA MOEMY OTILY.

Enena BOIIPOCUTEJILHO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HETr0, B OH IIPOAOJIZKHUII:

— Ckaxu, 4T0 5 nofapuil Tebe Konbllo U3 roy0sx OyCUH B 3HAK TBOETO NpenioxeHus. Ckaxu eMy,
YTO I CKa3aJl, YTO YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIY KeHUTCS Ha Tebe, ctaneT MMnepaTopom Umnepuu Pydopn u
IIPUHECET BEJIMKOE BO3POXKAEHUE UMIIEPUH.

OHa cMoOTJIa 3alIOMHUTD €T0 IOCTATOYHO JIETKO, HO OHA He MOrJjia He 3aJaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, O YeM OH
TOBOPHIL.

— ...4 He yBepeHa, YTO IOHUMAIO 9TO. ITH CJIOBA JEUCTBUTENIHHO TIOMOTYT COXPAHUTH HAIll Gpak?

— Kak 5 yxKe cka3ai, Tebe He 00513aTe/IbHO 3TO IOHUMaTh. Bcé, uTo Tebe HyKHO 3HATh, 3TO TO, UTO
TI0CJie 3THUX CJIOB Halll Opak Mpou30HAET ropa3no ObicTpee.

Kapmnaiin, moxoxe, 60rbIe He COOMPAICS OTBEYaTh HA BOIIPOCH, HO OHA MHTYUTUBHO YYBCTBOBAIIA,
YTO OH 'OBOPUT elllé 4To-T0. OHa MOBTOPUT €r0 CJIOBA, KakK U obelllasia, HO y Heé OBIIO IpeuyBCTBUE,
YTO €CNTA OHa BCTPeTUT CayinBaHa, TO MOXKET 00HAPYXKUTh TO, UETO He 3Haja paHsbIre. [y EneHsl
CannmuBaH He Obln TTyneIM MMIiepaTopoM, CKopee, ero IMOJTUTHYEeCKHe JOCTHKEHUS ObITH HaMHOTO
OormbIle, 4eM y KpOBOKaAHBIX IMIiepaTopoB o Hero. CannmuBaH ObIT YMEH, U OH He OyHeT 0fepKuM
MudoM 00 0OCHOBaHMH 0€3 BCSIKON MPUYHHEI.

"9TO Kak-TO CBsI3aHO C TauHOU Kapnaina?"

Bonbie Bcero EneHy nHTepecoBasia 4€pHas delllysd Ha pyKe Kapraiina, HO OHa 3Hasla, YTO OH He
cobuparsics pacKphiBaTh e cBoio TaliHy. OHa Oblna MorpyKeHa B CBOM MBIC/IM 00 3TOW Hepa3rajaHHOU
tanHe, Korga Kaprnaiin 3aroBopus CHOBa.

— HukTOo He moKeH 3HaATh, YTO I Bejies Tebe 3To cka3aTh. [IoMHU 00 3TOM.



— Xopotiio.

EneHa ckpklyia CBO€E M00O0MBITCTBO M KUBHYJA. Eciu Kaprnaiin He cobupaeTcst ToBOpuUTh eif, EneHa
cama Bc€ y3HaeT. Ecnu 3T0 Opina TaiiHa MiMmeparTopa, TO OHa MOTjla UMeTh KaKOe-TO OTHOILIEHNE K
[TaBenioKy ¥ KaKMM-TO 00pa30M OCTaHOBUTH €T0.

— MHTepecHO, 3a4eM TH IPHIIa KO MHe? [[o CuX 1Mop 5 gymar, 4To Tebe HpaBUTCS paboTaTh B
OMHOYKY.

— 4 cuuTalo, 4TO 6y;1eT Jiy4d1ie, eCJIi MBI PEITNM Hallllk HpOGHeMH BMeECTE.

Ecnu Obl OHa JeiicTBOBala B OMUHOYKY, YBUMEB mpuriaiienre CajnuBaHa, TO He ToTy4uia Obl
IOTIOJTHUTEILHOT'O0 coBeTa OT Kapmatina. Torma Bcé Moriio moiTy He Tak. OHa HaXke He 3Hajla paHblIe,
yto CannuBaH yX&e 3Has, 4To oHU ¢ KapraiinoM cobruparoTCcs MOKEHUTHCH.

— 4 momKeH MOXBANUTh TBOM 06pa3 MeIcyei. [ToxkanyicTa, MogeaIuch CBOMMU MBIC/ISIMA CO MHOM U B
oynymeMm. f xoTen 00bACHUTE TeOe XapaKTep CBOEro OTIa, HO KaK-TO BCE MOIYYUIIOCh.. CIIOHTaHHO.

— [la. 4 el1é BEpHYCh.

OpHaKO HaMpsXKeHHOe BhIpaxeHue nuila Kapnaitna He ocna0i10, HECMOTPS Ha Cj10Ba EneHEr.

— JlaTa IIpUTIIalleHNd Ha3Ha49€eHa 9epe3 OBa oHA?

— Ia.

— 4 6ymy xmaTh Tebs, TaK YTO MPUXOOU KO MHE Cpa3y IIOCJIe pa3roBopa C MOMM OTIIOM.

EneHa He 3Hasa, 4TO 3TO OBIIIO, HO YTO-TO B TOHe Kapiaiiia HallOMHHUIIO €1 0 €€ cTapIiieM OpaTe
Iepeke. BEIO MU 9TO IOTOMY, YTO OH ITBITAJICS CKPHITh TOT (AKT, UTO OH BOJTHOBAJICS?

— T 6ecniokoutibest 000 MHe? - 0TBeTH1a EnleHa co cinaboit yiariOKou.

— KoneuHo. 1 He MOT'y He BOTHOBAThCS, KOT/IA ITOCKUTAI0 TEOSI K MOEMY XUTPOMY CTapOMY JIUCY-OTIIY.

B otnuuue ot [Iepeka, Kapnaiin HeMenieHHO BRIPa3uyl CBOM YyBCTBa. YriOKa EneHnl cTanma mupe.

— [Mouumaro. 4 Oyny 3mech nocye BcTpeuu. He Gecrokorics.

Kapmaiin Kak-To CTpaHHO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha yibibatolieecs nuio EneHsl, a 3aTeM MPOAOIKUIT TUXUM



TOJI0COM:

— THI celiuac BO3BpaIIaenIbCs B 0COOHSIK bieia?

— Ila. Korma MBI 3aKOHYMJIM HAIIl pa3roBsop, 4 OOJIZKHA BEPHYTHCA.

— ToI Tak OBICTPO BO3BPAIIAEIILCS TOMOH.

— A He CMOT'Y 9aCTO BUOETECA CO CBOEM CEMbBE, KOrma MBI ITIO2KEHUMCH.

Kaprnaiina nmopa3unu nedanbHble HOTKY B €€ Tojoce. OH mpupjas cBoeMy auily 6osee
HETIPUHYXKEHHOe BhIpaXKeHUe U OTBETHUII:

— 4 oTBe3y Te6s1 B 0OCOOHSK.

— O, Tebe He HYKHO 3TOTO feflaTh.—

— TrI x0uels OBITH CO CBOEN CEMBEH, HO 51 X0Uy MOOBITH C TOGOM elé HeMHOro. [Toxkanyicra.

Enena moTepsina map peun. OH X0Ten MOOKITh C HEl eIé HEMHOTO... 9TO OBIJIO IT0X0XKEe Ha TO, YTO
CKa3aJj Obl HACTOSAIIUHN TI000BHUK.

— Hy...

Ona yxe cobupajack CIIPOCUTh, YTO OH UMEET B BUy, KOTHA YCJIbIIana 3BYK IPHUOINKaAIOUIAXCS
I1aroB ¥ 4el-TOo Kalleb 1o3agu He€. OHa IOBEPHYJIa TOJI0BY, U yBULeNa 3eHapaa. ToNbKo Toraa
Enena oco3nana cuTyanuio.

— A.

Enena mocmoTpena Ha Kapraiina ¢ moBepueM. Cyns 1o TOMY, Kak IIK Oefa, ux Oymyuuit Opak 6ymeT
upeaseH.
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