— O uém BHI fyMaeTte, Baiie BricouecTBo?

Kapmaiin MpayHO CMOTpeJl B OKHO, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha rpynou. Ero romy0Onie riasa To Tepsinud GokKyc, TO
CHOBA CTAHOBWJIMCH SICHBIMHU, HO OH He OTBEPHYJICS OT OKHa, OTBeYasi:

— IIpocTo.. cTapsle BOCIIOMUHAHUA.

Kapmnaiin nmepeBen B3TJIsia Ha IBOPEI] 3a OKHOM. Y HEro He ObIJI0O MHOT'O XOPOIITUX BOCIIOMUHAHUYN 00
3TOM MecTe. BO3M0XKHO, 9T0O GBIJIO BITOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO. Y HEro OBIJI0 OUeHb HEeCYaCTIIUBOE JETCTBO.

C MOMeHTa CBOEro POXKMIeHHUs OH He XKUJT BO IBOPIIE,a BOCIIUTHIBAJICS B KOMHATAX [IJIS CIYXKaAHOK,
6rmarogaps CKpOMHOMY ITPOMCXOXKAEHHUI0 CBoei MaTepu. OH BEIPOC, HE 3HAS, YTO €ro oTell OB
MMIIePaTOPOM, II0Ka eMy He MCIIOJITHUIOCh BOCEMb JIeT. XOTSI OH ObLI IIEPBBIM CHIHOM, HUKTO He
IPU3HABAJI €T0 IIPUHIIEM.

B meTcTBe MaTh Kapraiina Bcerga nepen KeM-HUOyOb U3BHHSIACH. [laxke eClii UMIIEpaTpUlia
IIBHIPSiJia YaIlKy Yas B €er0 MaTh, el IPUXOJUIIOCh KJIAHATHCS U MTOABEPraTh cebs moMoraTeNlbCTBaM 1
PEBHOCTHU OPYTHUX CclTykaHoK. OH He MOT IOHATH, I0YeMy ero MaTh Obljla TaKOM, KOra OH ObIJT
pebeHKOM... HO KOT[la OH CTaJ CTapllle, OH I03XKe Y3HaJl, YTO 3T0 OwlJI0 paau Hero. U Bce ke ero MaTh
BCerga M3BUHANACh nepen Kapnaunom.

— MHe ouyeHb XKanb, Kapuin. MHe xkanb, 4To y Tebs Takas y»KacHas MaTh.

Ero math 04eHb CTpafania, 3amuinas ero. [JomKHO ObITh, TPYOHO OBIJI0O COXPAHUTh XKHU3Hb MaIbYuKa
0e3 POICTBEHHHUKOB II0 MAaTEPUHCKOM JIMHUK BO OBOPIIE, TOE 3ar0OBOPH ¥ HHTPUTH OB OOBIYHBIM
nenoM. Korma Kapraiin gyman 06 9ToM ceidyac, OH, BEPOSTHO, BBIXKHUII TaK [AaJIeKO, TIOTOMY YTO HUKTO
He 3a00THICS 0 HEM.

— KSpI/IJ'I, €CJIK KTO-TO YTO-TO CKAaXKeT, IIPOCTO CKaXKu, YTO TEI ommubcs. Te JazxKe CJIOBa He MOZKeIlb
CKa3aTh IIPOTHUB KO]"O-HI/I6y,E[b.

— Hert. 3aueM MHe 9TO fienaTh, €CY S He CAelal HU4ero miaoxoro?

— Kak Tonpko Tebst 3aMeTsAT apyrue, TBOA XKN3Hb 3aKOHYUTCA.

— MamM, MBI MOKEM IIPOCTO YGe}KaTB BMecTe? {4 He X049y XKUTh KaK IIPHHII.

OH roBOpHII CeprE3HO. OH THICSIYY Pa3 0TKA3aJICS OBl OT 3TOM JOJIKHOCTH, €CJIH ObI TOJIBKO MOT OBITH
co cBoell MaTephio. OHa OTBeTHUIa eMy c1aboii yIEIOKOM.

— KSpI/IJ'I, THI HE MOXKeIIlb TaK XUTh. HaCKOIBKO OparoneHHa KPOBb, KOTOPaAs TEYET B TBOEM Teje?
ME&I Kak ITHIIH, JIETAIOIINE B Hebe.



On 6ecuyncneHHOe KOJIUUYECTBO pa3 XKaJioBaJICd, YTO eMYy HE HYZKHEL foraTcTBa, HO €T0 MaTh Aejana
BHU[, 4YTO HE CIIyILIaeT.

[ToBOPOTHEIN MOMEHT B €T0 JKU3HU HACTYIUI 0e3 BCIKOTO penynpexaenus. OnHaXK/IE map
nosiBuisics B Tene Kapnaiina. OH nposexkan B IOCTEIN Hefello ¥ 60posics ¢ cunbHOU 007bi0. He 65110
C110B, 4TOOH 0OBSICHUTE, KaK ero KoxXa CTajla YepHOU, a IOTOM CHoBa 0eoi. ToJIbKO ToTra OH IOHSJI,
YTO U3MEHeHUe B ero Tejle 03Hayaso, YTo OH He OblI HOpMaJibHEIM desioBeKoM. ComnHIle u JIyHa
TIOOHUMAJIUCh ¥ 3aX0OUIN HECKOJIBKO pas, mpexe YyeM romy0oi map 3aKOHYMI PaCTU BHYTPHU €T0
TEeJa ¥ OTHEJIUIICS OT HETO.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/[la OH fiepXKaJj B pyKe UfeaibHyI0 OYCHUHY, OH BIIEPBHIE BCTPETHUI CBOETO OTIa. Ero
OTell CKa3aJl eMy, YTO Y UMIIEPAaTOPOB OblJla KPOBb ApakoHa. Kapaiin momymar, 4To ero ceiyac
BEIPBET. JTO OblyIa He IIPOCTO KPOBb MOHCTPA... 3TO OBUI0 IPoKIsaTHe. ETo MaTh OblsIa COBEPIIEHHO
HellpaBa; KPOBb, TEKYIas 110 ero Telly, HUKOora He Oblyia gparolieHHoM uny 6marocinoBeHHo#. OH Bce
ellle OTYETNIMBO MOMHMWII, Kak CasiuBaH IOXJIONA €To 110 Ijedy.

— Tt cTanems MouM TpeeMHUKOM, Kapiaiin. Temepb TBOM OTEI] BEPUT TOIHKO B TeOS.

Bckope mocne atoro CannubaH 00bsABUI BceM, uTo Kapraiin OygeT cyKuUTb HacleqHBIM IIPHHIIEM.
[Tocne aToro xku3Hb Kapnaiina momHOCTEIO H3MeHUNIach. Kak moxb, CannuBaH Hadyall HEXKHO JTIOOUTh
€ro, U B CBOIO 0O4Yepenpb OHU, KOTTa OH BUAEJ CBOI MaTh, IOCTEIIEHHO MPUXOOUIIM B yIafokK. M BOT
OOHaXKObl MaTh 3arOBOPHIIA C HUM.

— MHe HY2KHO HEHA[JOJITO ITOKUHYTh ABODEI. - Bairie Brico4ecTBO, BHI CIIPDaBUTECH caMmu?

— Kyna 1o npeus? He yxonwu.

— f CKOpO BEPHYCE.

— Her, He yxogu. MaMmal!

CKOIBKO OBI Kapnafm HHU IINTaKaJl 1 HU IIPHU2KKUMAJICA K MaTePH, OHA XOJIOOHO ITOBEPHYJIACh W BHIIIIA
M3 OBOpPIiA. C Tex II0P OH CKJIQABIBAJI €€ IIaJIbIbl OOWH 3a OPYIUM, CAUTAasd HOYHU II0 AEeCATh, HO MATh
TaK ¥ HE BEPHYJIaCh BO OBOPEII. B Kako#-TO MOMEHT OH IIOHSIJI, YTO OHA HUKOTOa He BEpPHETCA.

OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI LIEMSIIEE ONUHOYECTBO. XOTS OH JKUJI BO OBOPIIE, ET0 €7]a YacTo Oblyla OTPaB/IEeHa],
1 OH 6OPOJICST CO CMEPTHIO HECKOMBKO pa3. [lepen HUM ObITN yiabIOaroUMecs n1ila, HO KOTJa OH
00epHYJICS, OH He MOT CKa3aTh, KTO Okl BparoM. KTo meITancs oTpaBUTh €r0 3a CIIMHOM OTIa?

Bpar 6511 CO BCcexX CTOPOH, U HUKOMY HeJlb3s OblJI0 oBepsTh. Korma oH ObIT OOUH ¥ U30/IMPOBaH,
CannmuBaH IO3BOHUJI €My. 3aTEM OH BBHIIIYCTHUJII IIOCIIEHEE YBEIOMIIEHHE.

— Kapmaiin, HeT HUKaKO# BO3MOXKHOCTH 3aIIUTUTh Te0s1. Umu K rpaHuIle ¥ BCTyIal B BOUHY.



— Orel... 1 yMpy, €Cy MOUAYy Tyda.

— Tot TOT PeOEHOK, Ubsi KPOBb O/MKe BCET0 K APaKOHbel. Kak Tkl MOXKeIllb TaK JIETKO YMEPEeTh?
Crneny# pelIeHUI0 CBOETo OTIja. 9TO caMoe JIydllee.

Moii oters GbIJT CyMaCUIEOIINM, HACTOIBKO OJEePKUMBEIM MU(paMU, 4TO HE CMOTPEST Ha pPeabHOCTh
nepep coboii. Kapmaiiny OblI0 BCET0 TPUHAMIATH JIET, KOTIa OTell IIPUTOBOPUII €T0 K CMEPTH 3a
npenenamu aBopiia. KakoBbl OBIIM IIAHCHL, YTO MOJIOIOM YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM axKe He JepKajl B pyKax
Med, BepHeTcs XKUBLIM? [laxke ecny OBl B IMIlepaTOpPCKOM ABOpIIE HAIJIAChH JIIOOY, XKaXKAyInue yOuTh
ero, OblsI0 OB TOpa3Mo XyXke, ecu Obl OH OKa3aJscs BAalH OT OTIIa.

— ...Xa-a-a-a.

910 OBlNa XKankas KHU3Hb. OH BEPHUII, YTO MMPOKKUBET BCIO CBOIO XKM3HL B HUIETe. JIT060, KTO
JKEHUTCS Ha TaKOW HeymauyHuIle, KaK OH, HaBepHsIKa OymeT oOpedeH.

Kapmnaiin 6orbIlle He YyBCTBOBAJ HY THEBA, HU 0OWUIHI, HYU Iedasu. Bce, 4TO y HET'O OCTANIOCh, - 9TO
nmycToTa. Math 6pocuiia ero B UMmepaTopCKoOM OBOPIIE, @ OTEI] TOIKAJl eTr0 B OIIaCHOE MECTO, TOBOPS,
YTO 3TO eIMHCTBEHHEIH Ny Th. IIlaHCH BHIXKHUTHL ORI KpaiiHe MaJikl, HO ¥ HETO BCe PaBHO He OBIIO
HHUKAKOTO XKeJIaHus KUTh.

"Bcé... 9TO BCE M3-3a 9TOro Irapa.”

Kapaiin mocMoTpesn Ha KOJIbIIO U3 TONyOsIX 6YCHH B CBOEH PYKe.

[Tepen 0THE3MOM MaTh CHejaja eMy 9TO KOJIbI0, UTOOH 1map He OblI 3aMeydeH, HO OH COMHEBAJICS,
4YTO OHO mpuroauTcs. OH He MOT MCII0Ib30BaTh IIAp HU [y ce0sl, HU I CBOGH CEMBbH...

B Te mgHU maxe cimykaHKH, paboTaBiue B ViMnepaTopckoM ABOpLE, He XOTeIN BCTPedaThCs rila3aMu
¢ Kapmnaiinom. [1omos3nu ciayxu, 4TO ero CyIleCTBOBaHUE HEUMUCTO. ITOT CIyX He oOMaHyn Kapnaia.

— ...He0Go Takoe scHoe.

3a [ieHb 10 TOTO, KaK OTIpaBUTLCA Ha OUTBY, Kapnaiin cupsTasncs BO JBOPIlE, CAMOM OOJIBIIIOM
IBOpIlE B OKPYTe, ¥ TOCMOTPe Ha roiy6oe He6o0. OH ObII B MpaYHOM HaCTPOEHUHU, HO B OTJINUUE OT
ero MbIciieit He6o OBIIO0 SICHEIM. BrpoueMm, 3T0 He MMeJI0 3HAYEHUSI, TOCKOJIbKY IT0KA HUYTO He
OoTpaxaJjo HacTpoeHus Kapnaiina B ero xku3Hu. OH HaXOOUICS MOJ BIUSHUEM APYrux mogen. OH
yxe cobupaics Bce OPOCUTh, KOTHa-

I>xabar, mxabar.

On YCIIBIIAJ 3BYK JIETKHUX IITaroB. Korga ou TIIOBEPHYIJI I'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY 3BYKad, U3 KYCTOB ITOABUJIACh



CBETJIOBOJIOCAaAd OEBYIIKA.

Kapnaiin Ha MrHOBeHUe MUIIMIICSA mapa peuu. OH mogymar, 4uTo 3To ¢ess. OH He MOT ITIOBEPUTH, YTO
CYIIECTBYeT TaKOe IIPeKpacHOe YeI0BeYeCKOe CYIIEeCTBO. Y Hee ObLIM 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH, OefHas
KOXa U SIPKO-KpacCHBIE I'Jla3a, KOTOPEe CMOTPEJIX IIPSIMO Ha Hero. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTrfia UX r'jia3a
BCTPETHUJIUCEH, IIPOIIIJIa BEYHOCTE.

— Brl cniyxute B MMniepaTopckoM fBopue? A morepsmnacse, rge a?

— ...dro?

I'ma3a Kapmnaiina pacIMpuiInch, Korjga oHa o0paTuiachk K HeMy HeodulranbHO. XOTS OH He
3abotuscsi 06 3TOM, BCe UCIOIb30BaAJIK TUTYJI HACJIeHOTO IIPUHIIA C TeX 0P, KaK OH IMOJHSJICS Ha
3Ty [OJXKHOCTh. OH He OTBETHUJI, U [eByIlIKa TUXO CKa3asa:

— TrI TOXe OTEPABIIUNCST PeOEHOK?

YcnrimaB e€ Bonpoc, Kapmaiin onycTul BT/ Ha CBOIO ofexkay. OH OeldCTBUTEIBHO BHITISAEN
IOBOJILHO HEPSIIIMBO, HO BCE PABHO 3aBTPa ye3xaJl Ha moje 0051. OH X0Ten PacKpHITh ce6si, HO B TO
JKe BpeMs He XOTeJI CIIBIIIaTh, KakK [AeBYIIKa MUCIOb3YeT ero TUTYJI, KaK U BCe OCTa/lbHble. XOTS CIOBa
yBazKeHHUs UCXOOUIIM U3 YCT BCEX OCTAIbHBIX, UX I'JIa3a M Toj10ca OBUIM XOJIOIHBIMH.

IeByIlKa mmepeq HUM CHOBa 3arOBOPHJIA, €€ KPaCHHIe Tla3a Pe3K0 MOMHSIINCH, Kak 6yTo oHa Oblta
ockopOieHa.

— [ToueMy THI He OTBeYaEllh, KOTfla ¢ TOOOW pa3roBapuBaioT?

Korpga on YBHUIEII 3Ty OEBYIIKY, IIOX0XKYIO Ha OEeBATUXBOCTYIO JINCUITY BO OIBOPIIE€, OH HE MOT HE
YOUBUTBHCA.

— [Touemy s momKeH OTBeYaTh Ha TBOX BOIIPOC?

— HOTOMy YTO... IOTOMY 4YTO CIIYT'M OOJI2KHEI IIOBUHOBATLECS CJIOBAM 3HATH.

Kapnaﬁm OTKHHYJICA Ha3ald XU OTBETUJI POBHEIM I'OJIOCOM:

— Ceropnus 3a6acToBKa.



— Yt0? Hu 3a uTo.

— Cmpocu y Koro-HuOyIb OPyroro, Kak MpONTH BO [IBOPELI.

— 41 yXKe 11e/1y10 BEYHOCTB X0XKY, HO OOJIbILIE HUKOTO He BUIETIA.

BrIo terko 3a6aynuThcs B TaOMpUHTAX ABOpIA (hpe3uu 6e3 MPOBOOHUKA. begHoe MmiaThe JeBYIIKH
OBLIT0 HEMHOT'0 ITOTPEIaH0, HO OH PEIIXI, YTO 3TO He MOBOM OKA3kIBaTh e# yciyry. [leBylIka cKa3aia
YTO-TO ellle, HO Kapraiin 3aKphii rila3a u MPOUTHOPUPOBAT €€.

[ToToM, B KAKOI-TO MOMEHT, CTaJI0 THXO0. BHE3aIIHO OXBaYEHHBIN JIFOOOIBITCTBOM, OH OTKPEII I'/Ia3a U
yBUET OEBYLIKY, CUIEBIIYIO0 PSOOM U CMOTPEBIIYIO Ha 11BeThl. OHa BHITJIsIAeNIa 04eHb KHUBOIKUCHO,
KOTZla MHUJIO yIbIOanach 1iBeTaM, B OTIMYMeE OT JIMila, KOTOPOe OHa Chellana, KOrfa ajloBanach
panbIe. Panbliile oHa ToXe Obllla KpacuBa, HO TEIEPh €My 9TO HPaBUIJIOCh TOpa3fo O0JIbIIe.

— A B 3THIX IIBETaX €CTh YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE?

— He pasrosapusaut co MHOU. THI faxe He...

— 4 ke mpocun Te6s1 CIPOCUTh KOT0-HUOYIb APYTOTo.

— T, KaK e MHe HalTH 37[eCh KOTro-To eIre? $1 JoJro r'yisiia ¥ BCTPETHIIA TOJIBKO Tebs... 1 6010Ch
OCTaThCS OfHA.

Kapnafm YCMEXHYIICA, KOT'Ia I'0JIOC OEeBYIIKK CTaJI BCE MEHBIIIE U MEHBIIIE. HpOH.IJ'IO MHOI'O BpEMEHH C
TEeX II0P, KaK OH BCTPeYall KOro-TO CBOEro Bo3pacTa. B oTnuune oT CBOOHOTO 6paTa, KOTOpBIfI BCerga
CMOTPEJI Ha HeT0, OHa Orblna COBEPIIEHHO ‘{y}KOfI.

— 4 u He 3HAJI, 4TO 9TO TAKOU CTPAHHBIM IIBETOK. Thl MOXKeIllb HAWTH €r0 II0 BCeMY ABOPILY.

— He Tawm, rge s x&uBy. MoxeT OBITh, 9TOT IIBETOK IIBETET TOJILKO 3[IECh... Thl KOTHa-HUOYab ObLI 3a
npenenaMu gBopua?

— ...Her.

— Huxkorpga?

— Huxkorma.

[eByllKa BHITTIANeNIa YOUBIEHHOU 0TBeTOM Kaprnaiina.



— A TH Korga-HuOyOb OBIBa/ B ITIeKapHE UJIH B OIlepe 3a IIpefieslaMu ABopia?

— Her, e 0On11.

— Huwuero cebe, a Beqpb OynouHas Yapiu AeiCTBUTENBHO X0poIia. A IeTsM 00RYHO He pa3pelanT
XOIUTH B OIIepPy, HO S BHMesa €€ OMHaXkK Ik, IIOTOMY YTO MaMa BOOKJIA MEHS TyHa. 9TO OBIIO TaK
BEJINYECTBEHHO U KPACHBO.

Kapmaiin He oTBeTHII. ITO OBIJIa UCTOPHUS O MUPE, KOTOPOTO OH He 3HaJl.

Korpa Kapnafm Oombllle HU4YEro He cKa3as, EneHa 60YKoOM mopmomia K MaJIb9HUKYy.

— Torpa He xXo4elb U TH IOUTHU CO MHOI?

— ...dro?

— f1 oTBeny Tebsi B BeC&moe MeCTO 3a IpefesiaMy OBOpIIa.

fIpKoe BEIpaKeHUe IHLA AEeBYLIKYU OCIIENUIIO ero, 1 cepare Kapaiina 3a6unock GeicTpee 00EYHOTO.
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