-XO0Tb OB YCII€Th,- TUXO IIPOTOBOPHJIIA MaJIEeHbKas NEeBOYKad, CIIellla YCIIETh B BOPOTa 00JIBIIIOTO ropoga
OO0 UX 3aKPEITUSA. CTBOpKI/I YZXKe Ha4daJlk CJIeTKa IIOCKPHUIIbIBATE, U pe6eHOK IIPpEeKpPaCHO 3TO CJIBIIIAII.

-ITomoXu,- OOUH U3 CTPAXKHUKOB IIOJIOKUII PYKY HA PYKOSITh Me4a M yKa3aJl B TEMHOTY,- TaM KTO-TO
0exuT.

OcTanbHBIe BOMHH TaKXKe HACTOPO2KUJIMCE U CTAJIX BrIAOBIBATECA BO MPaAK. CHYCTH HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
Ha CBEeT (I)aKeJ'IOB IIOKa3aJlaCb MaJIEHbKada J€BOYKaA.

-MHe HYKHO CPOYHO BCTPETUTHCS C UMIlepaTopoM ['pexeMoM,- peOeHOK OCTaHOBUJIAChH U CTajla
[IePEeBONUTH ObIXaHUE,- YCIena...

-KT0 BHI? ,- OOVH U3 CTPaKHUKOB BBHITAIIUI CO CBUCTOM CBOU Me4 U yKa3aJl B CTOPOHY HEeU3BECTHOU, -
Y10 BaM HYKHO OT IipaBUTens Kupaxapum?

-4 BepxoBHBIM Mar umnepuu Kannoctpo, Pucto CepeOpoBosocasi,- ;eBoYKa CKa3aja, yIIepeB PyKu B
00Ka U BHIIOXHYB, - Y MEHS €CTb CPOYHOE TI0CJIaHUe [JIs1 eTr0 BricoYecTBa. OT 3TOT0 3aBUCUT MHOTO€...

-T'ocmoxa PucTo?,- U3yMUIICST CTPAXKHUK,- BBl ke yObImu OyKBaJIbHO JEeCSTh JHEHM Ha3afl. A rje Balle
COIIPOBOXKOEHUE?

-Bce moToMm,- mpepBaa ero JeMoHecca,- Ceiiyac BakKHO MPEOyIPeauTh UMIEPAaTopa O BO3MOXKHOM
IIpelaTebCTBe.

-fICHO,- OXpaHHUK KUBHYJI U CKa3aJl,- 3aKphIBalTe BOpOTa. 1 caM CONMPOoBOXKY Bac K ['pexemy.

-OTIMYHO,- OTBETHIIA IeBOYKa. XOTs €€ ofexk/a Oblyla MOTPEIaHa, a B HEKOTOPKIX MEeCTaX OHa MOTJIa
OBl BEI3BATH [laZke CMylLIeHue, PucTo He o6paliana Ha 3TO BHUMaHUe. [IeBOYKa He MOTJa epenaTh
CJI0BaMH, HaCKOJIbKO BaXKHO €€ IOCIIaHue.

-I[IpuBemuTe nomamen!,- KamuTaH CBUCTHY OOHOMY M3 BOMHOB, U CIYCTS Iapy MTHOBEHUHN UM
TIOJIBEJIM [IBYX KOHeH,- f mymaro, Tak OymeT GbIcTpee.

-CoriacHa,- cka3ana Pucto,- Tem Oojiee s ciierka BEIIOXJIaCh. Bce Taky Marus OJIeTa CUILHO
yTOMJISET.

-[IpaBpa ceruac I'pexeM HaXOOUTHCS COBCEM B IPYIOM MECTE,- OTBETHUJI CTPaKHUK,- TaM IIPOBOOUTCS
BaxXKHOe 3aceflaHKe, HO €CJIM Ballle eJlo 04eHb Ccephe3Hoe U TpebdyeT ero BHUMaHUS, TO...

-4 Bce 00BSICHIO UMIIEPATOPY CaMa,- KUBHYJIA JeBOYKa, -Bemu!
-X0po1110,- CTPAXXKHUK yAapWI JIOIIAAb 110 KPYIY, U OHU OBICTPO CTaIM YHOAISITHCS OT BOPOT.

-UT0 3a 3acepaHue ceiyac IPOBOJUT €T0 BHICOUECTBO?,- CKaya cupocuiia Pucro,- Bo3aMoxkHO, 4TO-TO
CIy4unoch B umnepuu Kupaxapum?

-Het, auyero CEPBE3HOTI0,- CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJI KAIlUTaH,- OO6BIgHOE COBelllaHrEe C MUHUCTPAMU.
Hy}KHO IIOOBEeCTH UTOTY OKOHYaHHA MeCHdlla.

[TocTemeHHO OBa Yej0BeKa IPOCKaKaIu IOJIOBUHY TOPOda ¥ BCKOPe CBEPHYJIU B €T0 CaMyl0 TEMHYIO
yacTh. [loMa CTAaHOBUIIMCH BCE MpauHee, a aTMocdepa Crylianach. PHCTO CTaHOBUIOCH He 110 cebe.
[Touemy-To meBouYKa Oblla YBEPEHA, UTO UMIIEPATOP He CTal OBl IPOBOIUTE COBEIIaHNE MEHHO
3[eCh.



-Kak monro Ham elie cKakaThb OO €r0 BEICOYECTBa?,- CIIPOCHUJIa HeMOHEeCCa BIIepegu enymero
KaIliTaHa.

-Io I'pexema? [TouTu mpUCKaKau,- CITIOKOMHO OTBETHUN CTPAXKHUK,- [IoTepnu ellle 4yTh-4yTh.

-XO!,- BHe3anHo PucTo Koe-4T0 0co3Hasa 1 OLICTPO OCTAHOBUIIA JIOManb,- KanuTas, MOTy NIu 1 BaM
3afaTh BOIPOC?

-KoHeuHo,- MyK4iHa TaKXke BCTaJl HAa MeCTe U CEPbe3H0 IIOCMOTpeIT Ha IeBOUKY Iepeq co6oi,-
3amaBai.

-HackonbKo 51 IOMHIO, MEHS He OBIJIO BCETO JIMIIb OEeCsATh I[Hefl,- BIIAOBIBAsiCh B JIMIIO YEJIOBEKAQ,
IIpou3HecCiia Pucro,- KaJ'IeH)IapI/I HaIllUX I/IMHepI/IfI OOWMHAKOBEI, d 3HAYUT celiyac He MOXKeT OBITh
KOHIIa MecCslla.

-K Tomy Xe,- BOKPYT IEMOHECCH Hadan (pOpMUPOBaThCS MarndecKuil KpyT,- TOIbKO OOWH BO BCEU
CTpaHe MOXKeT o0paIlaThCs K MOHApPXy Tak (haMunbsapHo, 6e3 Kakux-nmubo TUTYNOB... ITo Jleina!

-Mosnopels,- ycMexXHyJICS KalUuTaH CTPaXu,- Thl pa3ragana MeHs.

C TpeckoM ¢purypa MyK4YWHH UCIIAPUIIach, a Ha ero MecTe MOsBUIach BolmeOHuIIa. B oTnmyue ot
IIPUBLIYHOIO IIJIaThsI, CeYac Ha Marecce ObI10 eé 6oeBoe oOnmauenne. Ha romose meByIKa HOCHIIA
ocoOmIl 111eM B ¢hopMe IBYX poroB. Ha e€ Tese pa3BeBanoCh KpacHO-Cepoe IiaThe, CBOOOIHO
obneras Jlennmy. OHO HM CKOBBIBAJIO OBUKEHUM, UTO ObIJIO KpaliHe ynoOHO BO BpeMs 60s. Pyku
IEeBYIIKY TOKPHIBAIA BCEBO3MOXKHEIE KOJblIa ¥ Opac/eTH.

-PrcTo, He HyKHO CpazKaThCs,- IPOTOBOPUIIA Marecca, C TPEBOT'0i CMOTPS Ha JeBOYKY Iepen co0oi,-
4 He 3HalO, IOYEMY THI TaK IIOCTYIIMJIA, HO II0XKAJIYUCTa, He 3aCTaBJIgy MEeHS APaThCs BCEPhE3.

-Kaxk nocrtynuna?,- meMoHecca CIPHTHYJIA C KOHS U C HeIIOHUMaHieM II0CMOTpeJia Ha JaBHULIHION
noapyry,- Yro ciayyunocs? [loyeMy Tl Tak Ha MEeHS CMOTPULIB?

Jleiina HU4Yero He cka3asa. [leByIlKa ONyCTUJIa PYKU B CKJIaAKU CBOEU MAaHTUU U U3BJIEKIIa
MaJleHbKUU KpucTajul. Clerka pa3MaxHyBIINCh, OHA KUHYJa ero Pucro.

-4t0 3T10? KaMeHb namMaTu?,- AeBOYKa MOJHSIa MaJleHbKUY IPeAMET U BlIUJia Ty[da CBOI0 Maruio.
[lepen meMoHeccou cpa3y Xe NpeacTana spKas KapTUHKa.

IleBO4YKa C Cepe6pﬂHBIMI/I BOJIOCaMM U B KPACHOM IIJIaTh€ CTOUT HAIIPOTHUB BEICOKOT'O MY2KYHWHEI. Onu o
4YeM-TO I'OBODAT, IIOCJIE YeTr0o BOKPYT pe6eHKa HaYXHAET IOSIBIAThCSI TMTAaHTCKAM Marn4eCKun KDYVT.
PucTo MOMeHTaIbHO IIOHSA, 9YTO HpOHBOfIJIGT OaJibIlIe. T‘IYJZ[OBI/H.L[HOG 3aKJIMHaHKWeE, YTO OHa BIIEPBLEIE
MCIIOJIb30Bajla B TOT JE€Hb, HaBEKHW OTPA3MJIOChH U 3alle4YaTyIeJIOCh B €€ MaMsTH.

-3aueM TH yOuna cBoero 6pata u uctpebusa MoJI0BUHY CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOI'0 HAapoaa?,- TSIKeIbIM
ronocoM crupocuna Jleuna,- OTBETh, OXKAIYHUCTA. ..

-KT0 Bam mpucian 3Ty 3alucs,- TYT XKe crpocusa Pucro,- Ckaxu!

-HeckomnpKo mHelN Ha3ad K HaM IIPUIIIIO CPOYHOE COOOIIeHNe OT BBIXKUBIIIEI'0 BEPXOBHOI'0 COBETa
IEeMOHOB,- HayaJjla pacCKa3kiBaTh Marecca,- OHM CKa3au, YTO ThI PeIuiaa 00beUHUTHCS C
HeKpoMaHTaMu. TBo# Gpart, moBeNnuTensb feMoHOB CaHTHC, IbiTancs Te6st 06pa3yMuTh. B oTBET THI
MCII0JTb30BaJla CaMoe MOIIHOE 3aKIMHaHUeE TPOTUB HETo, TakK KakK 3Haja, YTO MO-IAPyroMy He



CIIPDABHUIIBCA...

-3HAQYUT OHU yCIIe/IN PaHbllle MEeHs...,- TUXO MIPOILIeNTalia AeBoYKa. PUCTO mpekpacHO 0CcOo3HaBana,
YTO celiyac OHa eIUHCTBEHHAas, KTO 3HaJla CTPAIIHYIO [IpaBAy, HABUCIIYIO Haf, BCeM MUDPOM. Ei
HY2KHO OBIJTO BCEMU CHJIaMM ITOMEIIAaTh UX IJlaHaM, HO OHa IIPOUTPhIBaa 110 BceM myHKTaM. Ceiidac
naxe eé€ nmobuMas OApPyTa, KOTOPYIo PucTo mpu3upasa, HO BCe Xe yBaxKasa, He 3aX04eT CIIylIaTh
HUKaKue 00bSICHEHNU .

-4l He Mory ceidac 37ieCh IIPOUTPaTh,- CIIOKOMHO CKa3a/la gJeMoHecca. Kpyr moa e€é Horamu ctan
Me[IJIEHHO PaCUIuPSATHCS.

-BoT KakoB TBOY OTBET...,- CKa3asa Jleuna,- Bocbmoii kpyr! «[logaBieHue ThMBI»!
-Tak THI TIOATOTOBUIIACh...,- Mpa4yHes OTBEeTUIa Pucro.

Ha 3maHusx BOKPYT HUX MOKa3aauCh GUTYPH B KamiomoHe. OHU MOJTYa HaCTaBUII PYKH Ha
cpaxaromuxcs. TyT ke CI0BHO abCOMIOTHAS ThMa HaKpEIa BeCh MUDP.

-Houb, TBOs crienmanu3anus,- BUOS YTO IPOUCXOOUT BOKPYT, CKa3alla IeMOHecca,- Tak MpPeBpaTUM €€
B cBeTnenmmu geHb! Bocbmou Kpyr! «ConHie Acrappma»!

Pasronsis TeMy, B BO3myxe 3a0pe3Kul OpaHKeBHIH 1map cBeTa. Ha MrHOBEHBE BO BCEH CTOJUIIE
HACTYIUJIO COJIHEYHOe YTPO. B otnnune oT «MucnenbpxeiMa», OHO He IPUYUHSAIIO HUKAKOI0 YPOHaA.

-IToracuTte e€ Maruio,- IpoKpudasa Jleina, cMOTps Ha Pucto,- Bo3aMoxHO s u crabee Tebs, HO BUOS
TBOE COCTOSIHHE...

-MeHs XBaTUT,- OTBETHUIA JeBOYKa,- HeTBEPTHIM KpyT! « Hupxer»!

BoKpyT meMOHeCCH Hayaslo MOSBISTLECS OTPOMHOE CKOIIJIeHNe OTHEeHHHIX IapoB. [Ipu cBeTe COJHIA
Acrappa, oHU TproOpeTaNy NOIOIHUTENbHYIO CUITy. B3MaxHyB pyKo#, PucTo mociana Bce
3aKJIMHAHUS B CTOPOHY Mareccsl.

-[Tateiit kpyr! «TeHeBoe u3MepeHue»!,- Jlelina CIOBHO B3sJla CBOIO TEHb U BHITSIHYJIA €€ B CTOPOHY
OTHEHHBIX IIIapOB. 3aK/JIMHaHUS PUCTO 0YeHb OBICTPO IPUOIN3UILCE U, KOTTa, Ka3aJioCh OBl TOJIXKHEL
OBLIM YHUUTOXKUTH I€BYIIKY, CTANI UCYe3aTh B TEMHOM 3€Be APYTOr0 U3MePeHus.

-He Hapo yberats, moxanyncTa,- IOJTHOCTBIO 3aracuB Maruio JeMOHEeCCH, Tpou3Hecsa Jleiina.
Marecca Bupena, 4TO ieBOYKa cpa3y II0Cje UCI0Ib30BaHUs 3aKIMHaHUs cTana yoerats. OHa 10 CUX
II0p He BepuJjia B TO, YTO €€ MOoApyra Morjia yOuTs cBoero 6para. OmHaKo KaMeHb IaMsATH HEJTb3s
IoagenarTh.

-Buryx!,- ¢ SIpKO# BCIBIIIKO#M comHIle Acrapaa OblI0 moraineHo. Bech UMIIEPCKUM TOPOJ] BHOBb OKYyTall
MpakK.

-)KenaHue uMmepaTopa moiMath e€ u HOIPOCUTH,- TPOMKO CKa3asia Jleiisna,- Barma ke 3aauqa,
YCUTUTh HOYB. {1 caMa ToiMal0 BePXOBHOTO Mara uMmepuu Kamuoctpo...

-Bexarts...,- B TOXKe caMoe BpeMsi MajJleHbKas IeBo4Ka OEICTPO yOaIsiiiachk B CTOPOHY TOPOICKUX
cTeH,- 4 He cMory ceriyac nobenuts. Tem Gojiee B TEMHOE BPEMS. ..

-Bax!,- BOpyr mpsiMo o[ €€ HOraMu B30pBaJIuCh KaMHU. PHCTO mofjieTesna B BO3AYX, [TOCIIe YeTro
TSIKeJIO yIlajia Ha 3eMJII0.



-XKenaHue uMIepaTopa - IIOAMaTh ¥ HOIPOCUTh,- PAa3[asICs XOIOOHBIN TOJIOC 033y IeBOYKH,- He
3aCTaBISId MeHS IPUYUHSTEL TeOe 6OIb. ..

-9TO KTO KOMY ellle e€ MPUYNHUTE,- TSKeJI0 BCTaBast OTBETHIIA leMOoHecca. E€ Horu cierka gpoxkaju
u nobanuBanu. OHa IOCMOTpeJIa Ha MOAPYTY U YBUea YeThpe YePHHIX KaK HOYb KOIIbSI, YTO
Me[IJIEHHO BPalllaIuCh.

-DTHM XK€ MOXKHO U YOUTh,- CKasasia PucTo, coOupasi Maruio B CBOMX pykKax. [To3amu meBoYKu OBICTPO
CTaJIM pa3pacTaThCsi OYKEThl KPACHHIX PO3.

-4 He cobuparoch Tebst yOouBaTh,- JIelina yKa3aja B CTOPOHY HEMOHECCH,- Bcero yuiib 0CabuTh.

YepHEIe KOIbs, PACIPOCTPaHss YTOIbHAIN Clef mocie cebsi, C TPeCKOM pacuepTUiIn Bo3ayX. TaMm, rue
OHU IIPOXOMMIIU, CJIeTKa MCKaXasoCh IPUBEIYHOE BOCIIPUSATHE BellleH, feiasi Bce MpadyHbIM U
TEMHBIM.

-IlaBail Kak B CTaphle BpeMeHa,- OTHeHHbIE KOIIbs I103aau PUCTO TaKKe Hadald CBOe BpallleHue,
IIOCJIE Yero C He MEHbBIIUM TPECKOM II0JIETENIA B CTOPOHY JIEUIIHL.

-bax!,- Ha ynuLax CTONULEI pPa3falics CTPALIHBIM I'POXOT. [IBe CUJIb, CBET U ThMa CTOJIKHYJIUCH IPSIMO
TIOCPeNU YIIUIlH], JKejlas IePeCcUuInTh APYT Opyra. BoKpyr monerenu Menkue KaMHHU U Ije0eHKa.

-A THI BCe-TAK{ YeMYy-TO Hay4duiach 3a CTOJIbKO BPeMEHH,- CJIeTKa Kalllyisis cka3asa Pucrto. B mecte
CTOJIKHOBEHHMSI KPACOBAJIMCh YETHIPE KpaTepa, pa3MepaMu MeTp Ha MeTp. TOJIBKO OGHO 3TO
MOKa3hbIBajIo0, uTo Jleiaa He TOJILKO CTajla CHJIbHee, HO ¥ MOTJIa IPOTUBOCTOSTh feMoHecce. 1o
KpaiiHe Mepe B HOYHOE BpeMs.

-Cpaiicsl HaKOHeI],- TS3KeJI0 IIPOroBOpUiia Marecca,- 4 Mory UCIoIb30BaTh HAMHOTO 6oJiee CTpaIlHoe
3aknuHaHue. Ho He xo04y... [loueMy THI cpaxkaelbCs?

-Jleuina,- CIIOKOWHO CKa3ala Pucrto,- Bo3M0OXKHO Tkl MEHSI CETOIHS ¥ CMOXKEIllb IT0MMaTh, a UMIIEPATOP
'pexeM HAYHET MEHS MONpaIlBaTh, HO BCE e 3Hal. TOT, KTO BUHOBEH BO BCEM 3TOM Ceryac
HAXOOUTCS B UMIIEPUM MHUPa 3Bepel. M Balll exxerogHbit 6aHKeT He 00jiee YeM JIOBYIIKA.

-Ecnu OBI 51 B caMOM [eJie xkejana CMepTn 6paTy, - HavaJla OOBSICHSTH leMoHecca,- M ecnu OHI 5 B
caMOM [iejie BO3xKeJaja KOCTel OPEeBHETO, CTalla OBl 51 IIPpUXOOUTH coga? HO}KaJ'nyICTa, HOI[YMafI Hap
9THM.

-OCTaHOBHCH ¥ PACCKaXU MHe BCe,- Me[JIEeHHO IIOAX0ns CKa3asa Jleina,- OObSICHA MHE U BO3MOXKHO
ST CMOTY TTIOMOYb...

-THI TOBEPUILb, OMHAKO OCTaIbHEIE HET,- 0TBEeTUIa PHUCTO, coO3aBas 0uepeqHoN Maru4eCKuu Kpyr,-
Ilayt MHe IIPOUTH... CKaXKH, YTO He IIOKMMana MeHH... TOIbKO STUM TH CMOXKEIlh MHE IIOMOYb...

-Her,- ckazana Jleiina,- He B Moelt Bojie OTIIYCTUTh TEOS...

-Torma mpomoIKuM,- IeBOYKa BEICOKO BCKHUHYJIa PYKH, COOMPAasiCh MPOU3HECTH 3aKJIMHaHUeE,- [llecTo
Kpyr! «I'Hes...

-«Mwup TbMBI»,- XOIOJHBIM T'OJIOCOM IIpou3Hecna Jleuna,- [IpocTwu...

He ycCIiieiia Pucto YOUBUTBHCS, KAK IIPAMO M3 IIOA 3€EMJIXM BBEPX B3BUJIKMChH YEPHEBIE IITyIIaJIbIiad. Onu c
CHJION OOBHIIH TEJI0 OEeBOYKHU U CTaJIX 3aTSATUBAThH €€ I0[ 3eMIIIO.



-«Mup ThMBI» YHUBEPCAJIBHO 3aKIMHAHKE, TUIIalollee 000ro Mara YyBCTB OPUEHTAIIUH U CaMOT0
YyBCTBA BPeMEHH,- CKa3ajla Marecca, CMOTPS Ha IMOAPYTY,- ATa TIOPbMa He MPUYMHUT Tebe Bpema, HO
Y BEINTH M3 HEE ThI HE CMOXKEIIlb, ITI0Ka S TOro He moxkesai. Ceiyac ciofa IpUaeT OTPSIT 0co00ro
Ha3Ha4YeHMs u3 Moero Xpama Apeca. Bmecte ¢ HUMU Mbl 06pa3yeM ¢GopMalluio U 3aredaTaeM TBOIO
cuny. [To Tex nop Tebe MpupgeTcs MOOHITh TaM...

-Trl coBepiraeb OmMUOKY!,- TBITAsICh BHIIYTATLCS M3 TEMHBIX IyTasel, KpukHyaa Pucto,- He mait um
TeOs1 0OMaHyTh, Jleina! OHu 06MaHy/IM MEeHS U Tellepb S IMOCTIeOHUN IPeCTaBUTENb DEMOHOB B 3TOM
Mmupe!

-O yeM THI FOBOpI/IH.Ib?,- C U3YMJIEHHEM Ha JINIe CIIPOCHIIa Marecca, HO OTBE€TAd OHA TdK U HE
YCIIBIIIIaa. MaHeHBKy']EO OE€BOYKY OKOHYATEJIbHO 3aTAHYJIO B TEHEBYIO TIODEMY.

-4 6yny mpHCyTCTBOBATh BO BpEMS [OIPOCA,- TUXO IporoBopuia Jleiina,- [Toxkanyiicra, XoTd O6bl TaM
paccKaxu BCIO IIPaBAy...

IeByllIka pa3BepHyIach U MeOJIEHHO TIOIIa HABCTPEYy CBOEMY Marn4ecKoMy OTPSAY.
-«OCTOpOXKHEE...»,- HEOKUIAHHO IIPOIIEINTa 3JI0BEIIUY IeOT Io3aAau JIenh.

Marecca TYT XK€ OTJIAIHYyJIaCh, HO HUKOT'O TaK W HE YBHUEIIA...
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