CTpaHHOe CyIIeCTBO MeJJIeHHO OIyCTHJIa UCTOLIEHHYIO JeBOUYKY Ha 3eMJII0, II0CJIe Yero IepeBesio
B3TJISIM Ha phIllapsi cMepTu nepen coOfoi. Ha ero rojoBe KpacoBajiach U30THYTasi KOPOHA U3 TEMHOTO
MeTasa. ['0710By MOKpEIBaJl MpPauyHbIM KaIMIOLIOH, a U3 II0J HET0 Hapy Ky BHITJISAbIBAl MCKaKEeHHBIN
POT, TIOKPHITEIN ITOYepHeBIIel Koxel. Ha HeM He Ob1T0 ry0, 13-3a 4ero ockKajl Heu3BECTHOTO
CTaHOBUJICS JIULIb CTPAIIHEE.

V3 ogexXnbl Ha CyIiecTBe OOJTANICS CTaphid, U3beNeHHBIN OanaxoH. BHYTpU HEro To U Jefi0 MOXKHO
OBLIIO 3aMEeTUTh HeOOIbIINE BCIIOJIOXU ThMBI, UTO IIOSIBJISIIMCE U TYT XKe TacClld.

-KTo THI?,- cIpOCHIT phillaph CMEPTH, HaBO/S KJIMHOK B CTOPOHY TEMHOM (QUTYPHL.

-«9KCOMAyC»,- CYIIeCTBO He MMPOU3HECIIO HU CJIOBA, HO MOYEMY-TO ¥ HEXKUThH M PUCTO TOHSIIIH, YTO OHO
MMeJIo BBULY.

-4 moBenuTeNh MEPTBHIX, JINY, YTO CKOPO IIPEB30MIET II0 CHUJIE APEBHETO - AHTPOH,- IIPOT'OBOPUIT
MePTBeI] Yepe3 CBOETO PHIIaps CMePTH,- 3a4eM ThI OTOMPaeIb ¥ MeHsI MO0 HOOBIYy?

-«[Ipuka3s rocnomuHa»,- BCeé TaKOH XKe 3JI0BEIUH MIENIOT Pa3falics B rOJI0BaX IeMOHECCH U JInyYa.

-Kto TBOH x0351H? OH MEHS CJIeTKa 3aMHTEPECOBA,- Pa3maliCsa 3auHTEPECOBAHHEIM I'OJIOC AHTPOHA.
OpHaKoO OTBET TaK M He mocnenoBall. CTpaHHOe CYIIeCTBO KaK CTOSJI0, TaK U IIPOAOJIXKUIIO CTOSITh, HE
BHICKa3bIBasi HUKAKOTO XKeJlaHus 0TBeYaTh Ha BOIIPOC HEKPOMAHTa.

-TBoM X0351MH MpuKa3aj Tebe 3allKIaTh 9Ty AeBOYKY?,- BHOBb ITOAAJI I'0JI0C 4. Hen3BeCTHHIN
HUYEero He cKa3aj. Bce Takke NUIIEHHBIN KaKUX JTM00 MPU3HAKOB XKU3HU, IKCOOYC IIPOCTO
TTPOMOIKUI HAXOMUTCS MeXOy PUCTO U pPHIIapeM CMEPTH.

-Xopo1110, g IOHSJ TBOM HaMepeHHUS,- CIOKOMHO ITPOKU3HeC AHTPOH. B pyKe ero npu3BaHHOU HEXUTHU
TIOSIBUJICS 3€JIeHBIM KMHXKa.

-4l He 3HAIO TBOEN IIPpUPOORI, HO YyBCTBYIO, UYTO OHA ITOX02Kad Ha OJEMOHUYECKYIO,- C 3TUMHU CJIIOBAMHA
PEIIIaPE CMEPTHU HOBEJI XU HOXK U M€Y B CTOPOHY TEMHOT'O CYIIIECTBA,- Tenepb, THI TaKZK€ KaK U OHa,
CTaHeTe CIIYXKHThb B MO€eM dpMHUH...

-ITATHI KPYT «30B MEPTBHIX»,- CKa3aja HEXKUTh. TyT CIOBHO HEBUAMMAS BOJTHA TPOKATUIIACH I10
3emsie. OHa cTajla MeJIeHHO ITOKPHIBATh TIOBEPXHOCTD 3€JIEHBIM CBETOM, KOTOPBIY ITOCTEIIEHHO
BIIUTHIBAJICS BHYTPh IIOYBHL.

-I'xaaa...,- C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH CTAJIM PAa3AaBaThbCA CTOHBI O2KMBIINX MEPTBEILOB. PaCKopH‘-II/IBaﬂ 3EMIIIO,
IMONMYCTHUBIIKXE U TIOJIYPA3JIOZKUBIINECA TPYIIEI CTAJIX IIOOHUMATLCA, ClIeayd 30BYy, YTO UX IMOOHSII.

-9T0 0cobasi Marusi HEM3BECTHBIH,- phILlapb CMEPTHU Hayall OCTENeHHO NpubnuxkaThcs,- [Ioka He
yMpeT Npu3kIBaTe b, TPYIILL Bce OyAyT U OyayT mpo0yKOoaThCs. ..

-«['ocnoguH mpuKasas 3allyllaTh AeBOYKYy. M rOCIOgUH CTPOro 3allpeTUl He UCIO0Ib30BaTh CBOU
CIIOCOOHOCTH »,- pa3[asiCs TOI0C CyIIecTBa,- «OmHaK0 MOeH IeJTd I'PO3UT OIACHOCTh. 3HAUYUT DKCOOYC
IOJIKEH ClelaTh BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOL peOEHOK OCTAJICS XKHUBY.

-KT0 TBOM X0359MH?,- TUXO0 IIpollenTana PucTo, HO purypa mepeq Hell Bce TakxkKe He OTBedasa. B
OJIHOM JieMOHecca Obljla yBepeHa, OH el - He Bpar.

-I[Topa IpUCOEOUHUTCS... MEPTBEIE 30BYT...,- PhIIIapb CMEPTHU CTajl OBICTPO MPUOIUKATHCS,
3aMax¥BasiCh CBOMM ITPOPKABEBIIMM Me4oM. TpyIoB BOKPYT CTAHOBUIIOCH Bce Ooibiie 1 OosbIie. Mx



Oesble T71a3a U BHIBETIINE OENTKU C HEMOM 37I0CThHIO CMOTPEJIN Ha Pucro.

-Ckpx!,- pa3gasncs 3BYK BRIPBaHHOM 3eMyi. OTPOMHBIM KOM BBUIETENT U IIOJIEeTeN Janbliie. Bckope oH
Bpe3aJiCs B IIePBbI€ PSbl BOMCKA MEPTBBIX.

-UHTEpeCHO...,- IPOrOBOPUII PHIIJaph CMEPTH, YBULEB, UTO €r0 Med IIPOCTO IIPOIlesl HACKBO3b
HEU3BECTHOI0,- 9TO HEeKOoe 3aKuHaHue nobera?

-«Jlec BUCEJIbHUKOBY,- IIPOLIENTa DKCOMYC.

BHe3anHo BOKPYT CTasio Tux0. CiaumKkoM Tuxo. CMOJIK/IM BCe IITUIIH, 3BEPH, XKUBOTHEHIE U JaXke
caMble MajieHbKre OyKauiky. Bes npupopa, 4To oKpy»Kaja Ioje cpaXkeHue Iepecrana U3gaBaTh X0Th
YTO-HUOYIb.

-3aknuHaHMe 6e3 Kpyra?,- clleTkKa yIuBUICST AHTPOH,- Tak OHO He OymerT...

He ycnena HeXXHUTh HOTOBOPUTH, KaK ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA YTO-TO HellagHoe. BoiCKO MEPTBEIX, UTO JOIKHO
OBbI7I0 OOPYLIMTCS Ha DKCOOyca U PHUCTO CMOTKIIO.

-UTO THI cHenan?,- 3allumes prllapb CMEePTH, II0CIe Yero OorysHyscs. OqHAKO YBUIEHHOE 3aCTaBHUIIO
€ro IepecMOTPETh BCE €T0 3HaHUS 0 MaTuu B OUH MHUT.

TeHn IITUI], MEPTBLHIX, 2KKBOTHBIX BCETO 2KMBOI'O O2KMJIH. Ho arto 6rlta He WUI'pa CBe€TAa U TbMBI, KOTOPYIO
MHOTHe BUIE/IM B TEHEBHIX ITPEICTaBIeHUsIX. TaM JTI0OU CKIafbIBald CBOM PYKU B OpPME y30POB,
TIOKa3kIBasi HAMKPACUBEHIINe QUTYPHI, TIOTYYaBIIUXCS TPU KOHTPACTE CBETA C TeMHOTOM. Celidac Bce
OBLIIO COBEPIIIEHHO MO-IPYTOMY.

BemoMble HeM3BECTHOM KOMAHAOM ITOTYCTOPOHHETO CYIIEeCTBA, TEHU BCETO KUBOT'0 HaYald MeIJIeHHO
IIONXOIUTh K IePEBhSIM.

-Ckc!!!,- omHa 13 muUCcHll bITanack OGUTHCS ¥ PBAThCS, KOTa C y2KacoM IIOOHUMaach o OEPEBY.
2KVBOTHOE 3TOTO HE XOTeJI0, HO TEHEeBOM MUP OBLI IPOTHUB. JIyHa OTYETINBO OCBelllaia TeHb, YTO
MelJIeHHO ABUTalach 110 CYKY, ¥ TOYHO TaKyl0 XKe TeHb BePEBKY, KOTOPOX He CyIeCTBOBAJIO B
PearTbHOCTH. Bot JINCHUIIA TIPRITAET U 3dBHUCAET B BO3OYXE, HAYUHANA OMTBLCA B CTPAIIHBIX MYKaX, a
IIPSIMO 1T03a0y Hee B IIeTJIe BUCENIO €€ TeHeBoe OTpaXkeHue.

MepTBeL[bI MENJIEHHO ITIOOXOOUJIN K BBICOKHMM JEPEBBSIM, BCTaBaJIl Ha HEBUINMEIE Ta6ypeTbI U TaKXe
HaTSITHBaIM cebe Ha IIelo HEeBUIUMBIE BEPEBKH. WX TeHu KOHTPOJINPOBAJIX KaXKOoe u3 IOBUKEHUH.
He6omnbimoi Y3€JIOK, 3aTAXKKd U BOT OTPAaXKEHHNE IITMHAET OIIOPY II04 CO60fI, II0CJIe 4ero Ha4dyuHaeT
OUTHLCS B Cyooporax ¥ aroHumu.

-«TeHHU TIOKA3EIBAIOT €CTECTBO 9TOT0 MUpA...OT HUX He CKPHIThCS HUTHE...»,- IPO3ByYall TOJI0C B
rojoBe PUCTO, KOTOpasi C IIOKOM CMOTpeJa Ha MMPOUCXOAIIee BOKPYT.

[IpssMo Hap HeH B BO3yXe 3aBUCIIO ITapy BOJIKOB. M3 MX OTKPHITHIX TACTeH 1a rneHa. ['a3a
JKMBOTHBIX YK€ ITOKPAaCHENX ¥ BOT-BOT TOTOBHI OBUIM JIOIIHYTh OT CTPAIIHOM IIEPEeTPy3KHU.

-KT0 THI?,- TUXO IIpOIIenTaa JeMoHecca, CMOTPS Ha KapTHHY MacCOBOT'0 caMOyOuiicTBa BOKPYT cebsl.
9T0 «3aKnMHaHUe» ObIJIO TPUMEHEHO B LieHTpe jieca. YTo Okl OBI0, ecu OBl X034MH JKCOoOyca
nIpuKasas OBl HCII0Ib30BaTh €T0 B Topone?

Ha 3ToT Bompoc geBoYKa KOHEYHO XKe He IO0Iy4uia OTBeTa. Bcs 0Kpyra morpysusnach B TUIIKHY.



Ilaxke MTHITH, KOTOPEIE ,Ka3aJI0OCh OmI, OOJI2KHBI BRIJIETETH U3 3TUX IIE€TEJIb, BUCEJIM MEPTBEIMHU. Hx TeHb
He II03BOJINJIa UM COeJlaTh 3TOTIO...

-4T0 9TO 3a IIKOJIA...,- PEIaPh CMEPTH, YTO JOJI2KEH OBIT BCEJISATh CTPAX U yXKac B CEPIla CBOUX
BParoB, CaM ceyac CTOSI ¥ C TPEIeTOM HaOJlofa 3a CTPAIIHOM KapTUHOH. [lake MepPTBeIlH,
KOTOPBIX OH BOCKPECHII, Bucenu 0e3 JBuxKeHus. [eoe BOMCKO, YTO HOJIKHO OBITI0 YHUUTOXKHUTD
Bpara, CTOSIIEro Iepes HUM IIPOCTO He CTaslIo.

-«TeHb BCceryia TOBOPUT UCTUHY... €CJIU OTPaXKeHue YeJIoBeKa II0Ka3kBAEeT, YTO OH MEPTB... 3HAUUT OH
MEPTB...»,- Pa3majcs IIemnoT B rojaoBe Pucro.

OKCOoycC MPOTSHYJ CBOI0 CMOPILIEHHYI0 YePHYI0 PYKY U IIENKHYT NanbliaMu. Cpa3y ke IoCcJie 9TOT0
Ie’CTBUSI MHOTO4YNCJIEHHEIEe BUCEIbHUKY CTaJIU IIafaTh Ha 3eMJIIO.

-Al,- BCKpUKHYJIa IeMOHEeCCa U OTIIPHITHYIA B CTOPOHY. TyOa, Ile OHa TOJIbKO CHfeNla, IPU3eMIIUIIOCh
[IBE TYIIX BOJIKOB.

-Ilaxke Tak... 1 BCe PaBHO CMOT'y Te6sl YHUUTOXKUTh,- IIPOIIEIITAN PhIllapb CMEPTH.

-lllecTo¥ KpyT, 3aK/IMHAHKE HAIIPpABIeHHOE Ha YOUICTBO OOHOTO... «ICTUHHAs CMepTh»,- Med
AHTpOHa IOKPHUICA YePHBIMU UCKPAIIUMUCST MOJTHUSAME. HeXUTh BEICTaBUIIa IIpaByI0 HOTY BIIepeq U
HaBeJla KJIMHOK Ha JKcofyca. JJIeKTpUYeCcKue pa3psaabl TO U AeiI0 OTCKAKUBaJIU U IJISICAlid 110 eT0
JKeJnTou OpoHe.

-«Ecnu T TAK 3TOTO XOYElllb...»,- Pa30aioch 3X0 B TOJI0BEe AHTPOHA,- «Y3HaMH... YTO TAaKO€... ThMa...
KOTOPYIO... MBI CAMMU...HECEM...9TOMY MUDPY».

-A BOCKpeIny Tebs 1 Cllelal0 HEeXKUTh BHICIIETO PaHTr'a U3 TBOMX OCTAHKOB,- MPA4YHO IIPOIIEIITAall JInY,
II0CJIe 9ero HalIpaBUJI CBOET'0 PRITapAd CMEPTH. BouH cgemnan mar BIIepen U IIPOH3UII TEJIO SKCOJIYCEL

-ITopa... IPUCOEAUHUTCS...,- AHTPOH YyBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO CKOPO 3aBlafeeT 0YepeqHou okKalayd caMou
MOIITHOM MapUOHETKOM. 3aKnuHaHue «MCTHHHAS CMepPTh» YOUBAJIO CBOIO XKEPTBY, He TO3BOJISS el
BBIXKUTH He MPU KaKuX 00CcTosITeNnbcTBaX. OHO ITPOXOIUIIO Yepe3 BCe IIUTH, Yepe3 BCI0 Maru4ecKyo
3aluUTy, Yepe3 no0bie BUOE OPOHU - 3TO OB (GMHANIBHEIN aKKOPH B XKU3HU JII000T0 HEMEPTBOTO,
KOTOPHIM B CKOPOM BpeEMeHU IIpepBascs Ol

«TBL... CJIUIIKOM...CcJ1a0...»,- IPO3ByYaso B rojoBe AHIpoHa. TONBKO ceiiuac HEXUTD MOHSTIA, YTO YTO-
TO He TakK. KIMHOK, TOKPHITHIM U3BUBAIOIIUMUCS MOJTHUSIMU 3aMep B MUJITTUMETPE OT TPYOH
CTPaHHOTO CYIIeCTBa.

-[Touemy...He MOTY... OBUTATHC...?,- IPO3BYYasl BO3rIac HEXKUTH, HO CKOPO OHa Jiorafajach. TeHb Ha
3eMJle, YTO OTCBeYHBaJa JIyHa, CTOsJIa CIIOKOMHO U He IIeBeIniach. OTO U CTalo OTBETOM Ha CBOU
COOCTBEHHBIH XK€ BOIIPOC.

-«ITo...cpaBHEHHUIO... C BOKHOM...YTO...BIET...MOH...TOCIIOANH... Thl ~-HUUTO»,- pa3fascs MIeIoT
9kcomyca. CyIecTBo epen HUM BIIEPBHIE 3allIEBEIUIIOCH U MIPUIIIIO B ABUXKEHME. borblle maps, 4eMm
IIPOCTO IIepeBHUTasICh, TEMHAs GUTrypa Mpubau3unach K Hemy cOOKY ¥ ITOCMOTPesIa IO TeMHBIN
0alaxoH pHIaps CMEPTH.

-«JIW1Ib... MO} TOCIIOAMH... CIOCOOEH MOHSATh... UCTUHY...YTO CKPHIBAETCS 3@ BCEM...YTO CTOUT
Haf...9TUM MHUPOM»,- DKCOIYC B35JT PyKaMu T'OJIOBY HEXKUTHU U HAIIPABUJI €T0 B30P B CBOIO CTOPOHY.
IIBe maphl rjas3, ogHu a0CcoI0THO 6e3KKU3HEeHHbIe, U IPYTHe, TIOKPHITbIe YEPHOM MTIJION, BCTPETUIIUCE.



-«He st MOTy...pemarh...KOMY JXHTb...a KOMY YMEPEeThb...»,- IPOU3HECIIO CYIIECTBO, IIPHUCTAIbHO
CMOTpsI B AHT'POHA, CKBO3b 000JI0YKY TEMHOT'0 PHITapsi. JIM4, 4TO celiyac HaxXOMUIICS Ha OYEHb
OO0JBIIIOM PACCTOSTHUY U IOTJIONIA MTPaxX APEBHEro ApaKoHa B3TPOTHYII.

-«HeXuTH He HyXKeH...0TOBIX...HO TelepPb...CMePTHOE CYIIECTBO...»,- Pa30aBaJiCs CKPUIYUHH IIIEIIOT B
roJIOBE€ HEKPOMAHTa,- «THl... OyHels 00SThCS... TI000M TeHH...u00 OTHLIHE... M BOBEKH... OHU
HayYaJlx...0XOTUTCS 3a TOOOH...».

C atuMu mociegHUMU 0OpHIBKAMHU POT JKCOMyca CTaa MeIIeHHO OTKPHEIBAThCS. M3 HEro Ha 3eMITI0
IIOJIMJIACh YePHas XKUOKOCTh, KOTOPO# CO BpEMEeHeM CTaHOBHUJIOCH Bce Ooblire u 6ombIne. Bckope oHa
3armosiHuIa co0oit Bce 1MoJie, IOoTIoIasi OBIBIINX BUCEIPHUKOB. PUCTO MpUIIoch 3abpaThCs Ha
nepeBo, YTOOLI He HACTYIUTh B HEE.

-«OHU HAUOYT...Te0s...Be37e...1 OHU...HUKOTIa...He OTCTAHYT...BCe Te TeHHU JIIOJEH... UTO ThHl TOTPY3WUII
B yKac...BCEX TeX CYIIECTB...YTO Ak TBOE KEPTBOMH...»,- DKCOAYC IlepecTal FTOBOPUTH B I'0JI0BAX
AHTpOHa U IeMOHecCH. Bcst ThMa, 4TO pa3nuiach Ha [oJiTHe Hadasla Me[JIeHHO cOOUpaThCs U B
IIPSIMOM CMEICJIE 3TOT'0 CJIOBa BIIMBAThCS B TEHDb PHIIAPS CMEPTH.

-«BeuyHoe POKIATHE...CKOPOb MaTepu»,- MPOIIeNTaa IKCOOYC U CBI3b AHTPOHA C PHIIAPEM CMEPTHU
TYT XKe IIPeKpaTuIacs.

-4to 310 61:1)'[0?,- IIPOTOBOPHIIA HEXKUTH, OTBJIEKASACH OT IIOTJIOIIEHU A KOCTeM OPEBHETO.

-«Onu YZXKe pAOoM...OHH CIIeOYIOT 3a TOOOH...INIIb TOJILKO CBET CTAHET TBOUM IIOKOEM...»,- Pa3maiioChb
3JI0BelIue IMpeapeKaHue B I'OJIOBE AH]"pOHa.

-KTo0 3m€ecs?,- nuu OTJIAHYJICA 110 CTOPOHAM, HO HUKOT'O B II€IIEPE TaK U HE YBHUIEII.

-CKOK!,- C TPECKOM YepHEIE ITyanblla-KOIbs BRICTPENUIN U3 TEHH B PHIIIAPSI CMEPTH, HauuHas
MeMJIeHHO 3aBJIeKaTh €r0 BHYTPh. HeXKUTh MOTEPSIBIIAS CBSI3b CO CBOMM IIPH3LEIBATENIEM CPa3y XKe
Havasia BeCcTu ce0s Mo 0OLIYHOMY, a UMEHHO HAUTH U YHUYTOXKUTH JII000€ KHUBOE CYIIIeCTBO Ha CBOEM
nytu. K coxkanenuio eé cymb0a Obla mpegpelieHa.

-Crtacu60...,- CIIyCTUBIIKCH C iepeBa cKa3aja PucTo. 3a ouH JeHb C JeBOYKOH CIIyYHUIIOCh TAaK MHOTO
BCETO0, UTO OHA y2K€e yCTaja ¥ MOPabHO U (HU3MIEeCKU. Eif TPOCTO XOTEJIOCH CIIaTh, HO OCTABAThCS B
7IeCy 3aBaJIeHHBEIM TPYIIAaMHU KHUBOTHEIX HE XOTEJIOCE.

-«4l BCEro...JIAIIb.. . ACIOIHII0. . .JKeJIaHHe. . .TOCIIOOUHA. .. »,- IIpOoIIeIITaa rojioc 3KCOI[YC8..
-A ero HpI/IKElS?,- CIIPDOCHUJIa HeMOHeCCa.

-«TBOSI 3aIMTa»,- BHOBb MOCJIBIIIAICS TOJI0C CTPAHHOTO CYIIeCcTBa. BHE3AIHO HEM3BECTHHIN CTal
Pes3Ko ONeHEeTh U PACTBOPSTHCS B BO3AyXe, [I0Ka COBCEM He MCYes.

-[Torogu!,- mpokpuyana Pucro, HO OKCOOyC yXKe ucyes.

<<,[[ep}KI/ICb...TeMHOTBI...TOHBKO...TaM...H...CMOl"y...BBIHOJIHI/ITB...}KeHaHI/Ie...FOCHOJII/IHa...>>,- BHOBB
pa3galcs meIoT, II0CJIe 9ero JeMOHeCCd OKOHYATEJIbHO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HEU3BECTHBIN YHIer.

-Hepenaﬁ eMy cracu00,- ckasana Pucro,- Camoe BpeMs IIOABICKATh MECTO OJIsd HOYJIera.

C sTuMHM CJIOBaMH JieBoYKa co3fajia KPyT OTHA ¥ B3JI€TE€JIa B BO3OYyX.
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