"OTnIMyHas CeromHs Iorojgxa."

[TpocHyBImMCH TOYTPY, JIeoHa BhIIINa U3 KOMHATH U MOTSIHYJack. B e€ KoMHaTe OBIJI T'YCTOM, ClIagKui
apomat Cykky0o0B. HaCcTOMBKO CUIBHEIM YTO OHa [aXKe MOYyBCTBOBAJa Ce0sl ONbSHEBIIEN U Jaxke
YCHYyJIa Iocpenu akTa 6JIM30CTH, HO CETONHSI OHa YyBCTBOBaa Ce0s MIOTHOCTHI0O BO3POKIEHHOM.

Hapo cka3atk, 9T0O OBIIO MECTO, THe OHU MOTJIM MUPHO XuUTh, CYKKYOBI TIOJTHOCThIO HaCIakaaluCh
CBOeM XKU3HBI0, 6€3 0COOBIX 3a00T U C HEIJI0X0M enoi. HeCcKonIbKO MepBhIX [HEH OHYU Oblu
coOpaHHBIMU ¥ HACTOPOKEHHBIMHE, HO TeTepb IOTHOCTHI0 PACCIabuInCh.

'... TyT Tak MHOT'0 CBOOOOHOTO BpeMeHH...' momyMarna JleoHa.
"MoxeT BOCIIOIb30BaThCS [Manoit TenenopTauueli] ¥ MpoOrynsiThCs 1O JePeBHE... HH?"
B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa yBH[eJla TOA03PUTENIbHYIO KPACHYI0 KHOIIKY.

... B mocnenHwuit pas, Korjaa oHA HaxXkajla Ha TaKylo, ei Ha TOJI0BY BHE3AITHO CBATUIUCEH OaKyIaKaHH.
Tem He MeHee [ Heé ObIJIO COBEPIIeHHO HEBO3MOXKHO He HaXKaTh Ha HE€, 9T0 ObII0 OBl CIIUIIKOM
CKYYHO.

Ona Konebajach BCero MTHOBEeHUe, HO 10 CIIy4aHOCTH MUMO Kak pa3 Iuia napa Cykky6oB. OTo
obtu Cyupa u Muuupy.

"Cyupa, Muuupy. KTo-HuOyap U3 Bac, HaKMHUTe Ha 9Ty KHOIIKY, IToXKayucra."
"A? A 4TO 9Ta KHOIKa Aenaer?"

"Xopormro! Bot Tak?...!"

YBupes yto Cyupa 3acoOMHeBasiach, Muuupy He pa3gyMblBas HaXajla Ha KHOIKY.

B TO XXe MrHOBeHUE B 3eMJie MOSIBUJIaCh AbIpa ¥ He TOJIbKO Muuupy, HO U JleoHa ¢ Cyupou
IIPOBAJIMIINCE B HEE.

"Xpasasa! Uto mpoucxogut!?"
"Kpassa!? 'ocnoxa JleoHaaa!"
"Bay, 9T0 ropa3mo MacinTa0HeR yeM s gymarna."

HpOBaHI/IBH.II/ICb B BOJIYBIO AMY OHH 3aCKOJIb3UJIM BHU3 110 TYHHEJIIO II0Ka HE JOCTUTJIM MeCTa I'ie OBIIT
PacCIIOIOKEeH MaTpac.

Bce Tpoe ymanu Ha 60bIm0# GeIBI MaTpac B TYCKJIO OCBEIIEHHOW KOMHATe.
"Vyy, uto cnyuunocs? YTo 310 OBIIO?"

"Bomubs siMa... Bpofe Ov1? ['ocmoxka JIeoHa, 9To 3T0?"

"B s167109K0, 3TO JIOByIIKa!"

JleoHa BRITTISIMENA TOBOIBHOM.

[[laMBl ¥ TOCTIO... O¥, HET, IpocTo maMbl! MTak, mamel oOpO IM0KaI0BaTh Ha CETOTHSIITHUM, TOJIBKO



YTO IIOABUBIIUNACA 3TaxXK!]
9T0 OBLI TOJI0C KOTOPHIH 3ByYall Tak, CJIIOBHO IIeJl Yepe3 'POMKOTOBOPUTENH - TOJIOC EyMEL.

B TOT ke MOMEHT, 3TaxkK ocBeTusics.OHM HaXOOUINCh B MaJieHbKOM KoMHaTKe. Kpome MaTpaca Ha
KOTOPBIY OHM TaK yJAYHO YIIaJU 3[IeCh TaKXKe UMeJIach IBEPh Hafl KOTOPOM BUCET TPAHCIAPAHT C
Haamuchio [CTapT] HAa MECTHOM SI3BIKE, B OCTAJIbHOM K€ KOMHATa BBITJIsIIea OOBIYHOM.

TyT ke mostBuncs u cam EyMa, HapsiKeHHHBIN B XKEJTYI0 TalICTYK-0a0049Ky U ¢ MEKPO(GOHOM B pyKax.
Fancrtyk-6abouka OB cenaH U3 SPKO XKEeNTOM TKaHU, K TOMY XKe eIllé ¥ CBePKAIOIel U BRITTISAeN
TaK, CJIOBHO IIPHHA/JIeXkKaJl X03IUHYy 0€3yMHOM BEYEPUHKH.

"Tonem! Yto mpoucxogut? I3To M0ByIIKa!?"

[Dy by Py, paccrnabbecst Muunupy. Ecnu 4ecTHO, S TyT OgyMaln: 3K, S Cejial HOBBIM 3Tax, Hafo XKe
ero ompo6oBaTh... Tak Kak UMEHHO THI HazKajla Ha Ty KHOIKY, THI [I0IKHa OblJla 3aMEeTUTh TEKCT
COTJIAIlIEHUS PSAOM, g IIpaB?]

"Huyero nmogo0HOTO 5 He Bumemna!"

[[IpaBma? JlamHO, TOrAa TH MOXKEIlb YUTH €CJIM 3aX04elllb, BOT 110 9TOU JIECTHUIIE. ]

EyMma yka3asn Ha cTteHy. C TPOXOTOM U CKPUIIOM B HEW OTKPHUIACh ABIPA, 3a KOTOPO Obljia TECTHUIIA.
[... UTak, kaxeTcsd Muuupy cobpanach BEpHYThCS Ha3aj, YTO HaCYeT BaC OBOUX?]

"A, Hy a g moxainy# nomnpo6yio. BernsaouT uHTEepecHo."

"T'ocnoxa Jleona!? ... Torga g mouny ¢ samu...!"

"Aaa... Ecnu Cectpa upert, T0 1 4 ToXe..."

[3HAUUT BHI TOXKe PELINIM K HaM IIPHCOeTUHUTHCS, Muuupy? B TakoM cllydae, eClu BCe TpPOe TOTOBHI,
Brepern! [ToxanyiicTa, IPOXOAUTE B CIEAYIOMIYI0 KOMHATY. ]

EyMa pacmaxHyn gBepb ¢ Haanuchio [CTapT] ¥ BeXKIJIMBO MOKJIOHUIICS, IPUTJIALIast MX BOUTH.

YTO KacaeTcsa HaIu4dus y l'oneMa TakuX U3BICKAHHEIX MaHep, TPOHIia PeIlnjia He O6an.IaTB Ha 3TO
0co60oro BHHMAHUS, KaK 6}7I[T0 TaK 1 HafOo.

[TpuBHIKHYTH K TOBOpsIIeMy ['oeMy OBLIO TOPa3[o TPYAHEE, a TYT BCETO JIUIIh MaHEPH.

B nepBoit KoMHaTe OBl KPyTOM CKI0H. HakJioH GBI JOBOJIBHO CUJIHLHBEIM U IT0 HEMY KO BCEMY
IpoueMy CTeKasa Boma. HaBepxy ckjoHa Oblla pacronoeHa [ABeph, BUAUMO Befyllas B CIeAYIOIIYI0
KOMHATy. Bocronb30BaBIICh KAKUM-TO O0KOBHIM ITyTeM, EyMa BCKOpe 0Ka3ascs y 3TOU OBEPHU.

[A Teneps, Hallle TepBOe NpensiTcTBUE... CKIoH! YOacTcs mu HaIllMM IpeTeHeHTaM fo0paThCs 0
aTou oBepu!?]

"A He Mor OBl THI IPUAYMbIBAaTh Ha3BAHUS IOUHTEPEeCcHEE?"
[O00, 3TO OTNMYHEIHM Bonpoc, JIeoHa... 1 OTKPHIT AJIs IpenIoxeHui!]

"{ mogymaro Hapg 3TUM. MTak, 4To 9TO 3a mpenaTcTaue?"



Bricnywas Bonpoc Jleons!, Eyma KuBHYII.

[XMM. Kak BBl MOXKETe BUAETh, 3TOT CKJIOH HEBEPOSTHO CKOJIb3KUU. 3apaHee U3BUHSAIOCH Iepeq
3K3aMeHyeMbIMH, HO 970 HEBEPOSTHBIM! CKOJIb3KUI! CKJIOH!]

"IIOHSTHO, 3TO LOBOJIPHO CJIOXKHOE IIPENATCTBUE I 9K3aMEeHyeMbIX..."
"OMmM, 'ocnioxka Jleona, ['oneM. A 4To 3T '9K3aMeHyeMble' NOJIXKHEI ielaTh C 3TUM CKJIOHOM?"

[B HAyase 3TOTO CKJIOHA BONYbs siMa! Eciu BB COCKOIb3HETE B HEE, UTPa Oy[eT OKOHUEHa, a Bac
OymeT oXupmaTh UTpa-HaKa3aHue!]

"Kyyy! OH Takoi CKOJIb3KH, HEBO3MOXKHO HE COCKOIb3HYTh BHU3! OTO JEeMCTBUTENBHO CIIOXKHO!
[IpoctuTe, 3K3aMeHyeMEIe!"

"TIpoctuTe!? A KaKOe OTHOIIEHUE 3TH '9K3aMeHyeMble' UMEIOT K 9TOU JIOByIIKe?"

Jleona u Eyma npourHopupoBanu Cyupy Bce O0JbIlle pacransisich ¥ BOIHYsICh. He moHUMas 4To
3[eCh MPOUCXOAUT, MUUMPY BOIIPOCUTEIHFHO HAaKJIOHUIA TOJIOBY HaOOK.

[UTak, BamM IpOCTO HE HAfO CKOJb3UTh. BCé MOHATHO? B TakKOM cily4dae, JOpPOrHe IPEeTEHAEHTHI,
IIOCTapauTeCh U30 BCEX CUJI, Pafy BCEX 9K3aMeHYEeMBIX B MUPE - IPOPBUTECH Yepe3 3TO
npensaTcTaue! ]

Ckasas 970, Eyma CKpHUICS 3a [BEPEIO.
... OmmM, 'ocmoxka Jleona? Yro nmpoucxomut?"

"®ydydy, BriepBHIe 3a JONIT0e BpeMs s YYBCTBYIO TaKoe Bo30yxKaoeHue! Ixexe, 9Ta Bofia JOBOJIHHO
Bsi3Kas! Bel 06e, ycrokoiTech u 6yibTe 0UYeHb OCTOPOKHEI MTOIHUMASACh 0 CKIIOHY! O1, Muuupy! ThI
camasi Jierkasi, Kak HaCyeT TOT0 YTOOBI TOUTH IepBoiM?"

"Jla-nagHoO..."

MepnnenHo, 4TOOB HE COCKOIL3HYTh BHU3, TPOUIA Hayalla CBOE BOCXOXKIEHNE 110 CKIIOHY.
*k

"Utak Kema, 9TO 3T0?"

Korma Tpowuila Havasna MOOJHUMATHCS TI0 CKIIOHY, POKYKO BHE3AITHO 3afiajia MHE BOIIPOC.

"Yro 3HAuuUT 'uTo'? THI K€ caMa BUOUIIL, ITO CKJIOH. M Ha 9TOT pa3 g oboiesncs 6e3 UCI0Ib30BaHUS
cnusu ynansiesou Cnusn."

"l BUKY YTO 3TO CKJIOH. MeHs 60bIlle MHTEPECYeT 3a4eM THl IIOCTaBUJI TaKyio 6eCCMBICITIEHHYIO
JIOBYIIKY B TaKOM 0€CCMEBICJIEHHOM MecTe."

HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO, S BUCIIOJIb30BAJI B KaYeCTBe IIPpeajiora IMIPOBEPKY HOBOT'O 3TaxXKa, HO 3THU BOJIYbHU SIMBI
He 1T HX B KaKO€ CPaBHEHHUE C HACTOAIIMMHU, BEI3EIBAJIO 00JIbIIIEe COMHEHUS MOTYT JIX OHH
CYUTATLCA CMEPTEJIbHEIMHY, YUYUTEIBAA IIOCTEJIEHHEIE B HUX MAaTPACUKH.

Bornee TOro, 9TH JIOBYIIKH... BOOOIIE JTOBYIIKKU? f1 PO TO, UTO OHU AaXKe He NMpefHa3HaYeHBl [JIs
aBaHTIOPUCTOB. Hampumep Ovlny npensiTcTBUS Bpode [MoxkeTe U BH yrafiaTh UTO BHYTPH IIOTPOTaB



3T0?]. ABAHTIOPUCTEI 3TO TAaKHe JIIOOU, KOTOPEIE He CTAHYT CMOTPETh Ha MPaBHUjIa a IIPOCTO 3aTJISTHYT
B IbIpy. Bojiee TOro, OHU BIIOJIHE MOTYT IOMPOOOBaTh MPOUTH Yepe3 ABEpPhb CUIIOHN, He o0Opalias
BHUMAaHUS Ha KaKOHU-TO SIIUK.

"Hy, mpoiiie roBopsi... BCe 3TO, BKIII0O4Yasi MUKPO(MOH CHOeNlaHo AJIS CO3JaHus HaCTPOeHus."
"HacTtpoenus?"

"TIpensiTCTBUSA U IpaBujia KOTOPHIE 51 CO3[al BEPOATHO 3acTaBAT JIeoHy HacnaxgaTecsd uMu. OgHaAKO
BCe 3T0 OymeT paboTaTh JIUIIL A0 TEX MOP, ITOKA OHa pPa3BiieKaeTcs. [IpyruMu CJI0BaMH, BCE 3TO MOU
IIpegBapUTeIbHEIE IIATH IS CO3OAaHUS I'JIaBHOM JIOBYIIKH... M 9T0 maeT CeTcyHe BpeMs YTOOBI
IIOATOTOBUTHCS."

"OMM, TO eCTh THI €€ pa3BjeKaelllb, YTOObl OHa C OXOTOH IIIJIa IPSMO B TBOIO JIOBYLIKY?"
"MmenHo Tak. B g6m0uko."

Bce aTo, emmé ogun IMogapoK OJjid HaC, BIIUAHHE crmaboctu Jleons! K [Knuime]... BOCIIpOH3BEOEHNE
Pa3JINYHBIX UTPOBEIX IIOY.

Cyupa u Muuupy ToxKe ObITM TYT, HO TO YTO OHA MpUBeAET ¢ co60i CyKKyOOB OBITIO B Tpefeax MOUX
oxupganuii. [IpocTo U3MEHUM X IIYTh Ha TOT, KOTOPBIA COIEPKUT aTTPAKLUKUOHHI 71T HECKOIBKUX
y4aCTHUKOB, OTKMHEMCS Ha CIIMHKY CTyJia ¥ HaCJIaguMCs 3PEJTUIIEM.

"XOpOH.IO, ImoueMy OBl HaM He HACIagUTBCA LIOY, IIOKa JleoHa 1 oCTaIbHBIE IJIAIIYT 104 HaIlly
JIYI[KY?"

"CrIrpaTh C HUIMH, XMM?"

Korga Pokyko mocMoTpesia Ha MOHUTOD, JIeoHa Kak pa3 ¢ y/bIOKoii oiMana Cyupy, KoTopas 4yTh He
COCKOJIb3HYTIA.
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