9tu Kamenubie CyIriecTBa paCKpPBIIA CBOIO UCTHHHYIO popMy. Kaxk bl 00taman MOLTHOM aTaKyIOIIeH
CHUJIOH ¥ MIPOYHOM, KaK CKasla Koxkel. OHM TaKKe MaHUITYIUPOBaIN 6eCUYNCIIEHHEIMU KaMHSIMH,
yTOOBI OTYASTHHO aTaKoBaTh AJIbKpa.

B yacTHOCTH, MUAep IPYIIIH ObIJT COTOCTABUM C BhiatomuMcs Benukum Bonme6HukoM. [laxke ecnu
OH HEMHOTO0 yCTymaa AJIbKpe, 9TO HECOOTBETCTBUE OBINIO He TaKUM O0/IbLUINM. B mononHeHne K
YCUNUAM Ipyrux 4eThipéx KamenHbx CyinecTs, AlbKpa BHE3AMTHO II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HE MOXKET
yoepXaTh UX.

Ynap 3a ymapoMm orpomHble pyku KameHHBIX CyliecTB ObIIM IOX0KK Ha MACCUBHBIE MOJIOTKH, 37106HO
BOH3UBIIKECS B TeJ0 ANBKPHL. XOTS €ro 3amuTa Obljla MOIIHOM, IO TaKUM SPOCTHBIM HAaTUCKOM,
Maxe OH He MOT rapaHTUPOBATh M0GeIy, eCIu 3TO 3aTSHETCS.

«MepnuH, TH He cOOMpaelIbCs aTakoBaTh?»

M3HavanbHO ANBbKpa MIaHUPOBAJ OMUPAThCS Ha CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE CHIIEI, YTOORI MTOMMATh 9THUX
Kamenubrx CyImiecTs B TOBYIIKY, @ 3aTeM pa36upaThCs C HUMU OJUH 3a APyTUM. TeM He MeHee, Cy[s
TI0 BCeMy, caM 110 cebe OH He MOT CPaBHHUThCS C 3TUMU KaMeHHEIME cyinecTBaMu. C TaKUM XKe
yCIIeXOM OH MOT OBI COCPEOTOYNThL CBOM YCUJIUS Ha TOM, YTOOHRI IIOMMATh UX B JIOBYIIKY ¥ He JaTh UM
y6exarth.

«Y Hero ecTh COOOIIHUK?»

Ycnmiias KPHK AJ'IBKpBI, naTh KaMeHHEBIX CyLIeCTB YOUBHUJIUCH U CPA3Yy K€ HACTOPOXKUJIIINCE.
BHezamnHo ataku IIPEKPATUIINCE.

«AJbKpa, I0CTapaucs yaoepxarth uX. 4 He IepBhlil pa3 nepecekaocs ¢ KamenHbM [I1emeneM!»

durypa MepnuHa BCIBIXHYIA U MOSBUIACh PAAOM € AnbKpoil. OH X0IOAHO ToCcMOTpes Ha KaMeHHBIX
CYILIECTB, TIOMMAHHLIX B JIOBYLIKY. Mep/IMH TMYHO UCIIHITAJ, HACKOIBKO HEBEPOSTHOM Oblsta
CBsI3BIBaloIas cuila AnbKphl. [Iocime MHOTUX neT normomeHus Anpa U3aMepenuid, XoTst AbKpa BCE
emé OBLI al€K OT TOTO, YTOOH CTaTh [IpeBECHBIM CYIIECTBOM BHICIIIETO PAHTa, €r0 CUJIH IIPETEPIIeNH
CyIlleCTBEHHOE yITy4llleHue.

Korga Mepnus Obi1 B u3Mepenuu Cunm u cpaxkancs ¢ ['ycTuel, oH OBIT IIOJTHOCTHIO MTOfIaBIEH UM.
Ecnu Ovl He 4épHBIY KOT [IuauMocc, OHU OBl He CMOTJIN BHIOPATHCS.

B To Bpemsi ypoBeHb ['ycTum OBITT IPHMEPHO TAaKUM XKe, Kak ceidac y aTux KameHnHbix CyIIecTs.
Onnako ceitdyac cnoco0HOCTU MepirHa NpeTepIien Cephe3Hbe N3MEHEHUS.

MepnuH crnerka MaxHyn pykoi. Ero 6e33Byunas u 6echopmenHas Cuna Pasyma MeqjieHHO OKyTalla
KamenHbx CymmecTs, ¥ 3akNIMHaHUe ["'anIonyHanuy BCTYIUIIO B CUIIy MIHOBEHHO!

[anmouHAPYOUEro 3aKIuHaHus MepiauHa OBIJI0 OCTaTOYHO, YTOOH 3aMaHUTh B UJIIIO3UI0
nuKoBoro Benukoro Bomnme6uuka. 9T Kamenusie CyiiecTBa ObliM MOX0KHY Ha [peBecHbIX Jlogei,
OHM B00OIIIE He (hoKycupoBanuch Ha Cune Pasyma. [ToaTomy I'anmouuHUpyoOIIee 3aKINHaHNE
MeprnuHa Hayano [erdCTBOBATh JOCTATOYHO CKOPO. 3a UCKIIOUYEHNEeM CUIbHeuIIero KameHHoro
CymecTBa, BCe OCTaJIbHbIe 0Ka3aJIUCh B UJIIIO3UY U IIepeCcTaii aTakoBaTh.

«3aknuHaTtenb? OTKyma 30ech 3akiuHaTenb? [locTonTe... 3T0 Ke Mactep Cunel Pasyma. IIpocHuTECH
ObICTPO! »

9to KameHHOE CyILIeCTBO, Ka3aJI0Chk ITIOHUMAJIO, 9YTO 30eCh IIPOUCXOOUT. [Tocne aToro oH usman



MOTYUYUM PEB, ¥ BCE OCTaJIbHEIE TOXKE MPUIIIK B ce0s1, HACTOPOXKEHHO TTISIAs Ha MepuHa.
«Kaxk 1 0Kufanock 0T KOT0-TO, HaXOASAIIEr0ocsl Ha YpOoBHE Bhifaiomerocs Benukoro Bonmme6HuKa!»

MepnuH ycMexHyICA U, T0X0XKe, He Bo3paxai. Kak u Anbkpa, 310 KamerHoe CyIieCcTBO MOTJIO
IIPOTUBOCTOSTH HEKOTOPHIM UJIIIO3USIM. Ilociie TOTo, KaK CIIoOCOOHOCTH MOCTUTAIH OIPEeNeNIEHHON
CTaiN¥, Y Pa3HbIX IIUBUIN3alNM ObITM HEKOTOPhLIE YHUBEPCAJIbHBEIE TPEUMYIlecTBa. Hanpumep, maxe
€CITM TeKyIllee Ta/uTIUHUPYIOlee 3aK/IMHaHue MepiivHa JOCTUTHET TPeThel CTafiuy, OHO BCE PAaBHO
He CMOXKeT IoiiMaTh Benukyto Jlerenny, naxe Ty, KoTopas obyafaeT xKankou u cinaboi Cusnoi
Pasywma.

910 OBIIIO CYIIeCTBEHHOE HEPABEHCTBO, IIPOIIACTh, KOTOPYIO HeNb3s ObIIO mpeomoneTs. Hukakue
MaJjieHbKHe XUTPOCTH He CMOTYT IIOMOYb B 3TOM!

Ecnu 661 MepiuH OOUH Ha OOUH CTOJIKHYJICS C 9TUMU IThi0 KaMeHHbiMu CyliecTBaMu, OH 0Ka3asics
OBl B OIIACHOCTH, HO 00beIMHUB CBOU CHUJIBI C AJTBKPOM, OH MOT IIPOTHUBOCTOSITH UM.

«AJBKpa, U30IUpyHU cusbHelee KaMeHHOe CyIIeCTBO B IPyroM MecTe!»
MepnuH yka3an Ha caMoe MoryiecTBeHHOe KamenHoe CylecTBO U 3apblyall.

Aanpa KHUBHYII U CPA3y IIOHAJI, YTO KMEHHO OT HEro X0TeJl MeanH. HOSTOMY OecunciIeHHBIe KOpPpHH
6bICTpO OTHEJIUIIN €TI0 OT OCTAJIBHEIX YETBEPHIX, TaK YTO HU OJHA U3 CTOPOH HE MOI'Jla BUOETH OPYI'YVIO.

Bupst 3T0, yXMbIJIKa IPOMEJIbKHYJIa Ha ryfax MepiuHa.
«lammonuHanus! »

MepnuH yKa3al Ha 4eThpex KamMeHHbIX cyiecTB. OHU OBUIM COIIOCTABUMEI TOJIHKO C TMKOM Benukux
Bomme6uMKOB. Eciu 661 0HM 06MeHUBaIUCh yaapaMyu, MepiauH MOT OBl HE CITPABUTHCS C HUMH.
Onnako oH 0v11 Mactepom Cunel Pasyma, o6nnafiasi 3arafouHbIM ["a/TIOIUHUPYIOMUM 3aKIMHAHUEM,
IOCTUTIINM BTOPO# CTalUY.

HOSTOMy HNMETE Nesio C 3TUMU YEThIPbMA KameHHBIMEI CymmeCTBaMHU CTaJl0 HAMHOTI'O IIPOIIIEe.

[Tocne toro, kak Cumna PasyMa okyTaina ux, 4yeThipe KaMeHHBIX CylllecTBa HeMEeJIEHHO IIOTPY3UIIUCh B
WJIII03UI0 MepnuHa.

«[Tyx NemoHa TeMEI, yOer!»

Hyx Oemona TeMBI 3aphryar, 37100HO aTaKoBaB IPOTUBHUKOB. X0Ts 3T KameHHbIe CyIiecTBa
ofnagany OTPOMHOM CUJIOH, U UX 3amuTa Oblyia He caMo¥ ¢1aboii, oHa He OblyIa CTOJIb TPO3HOM, Kak
3amuTa AbKpeL. CliefoBaTeIbHO, 10 CUJIBHEIM YAApoM Morydero emorudeckoro [lyxa 1mo
IIOBEPXHOCTH UX TeJl Hayasy 6exkaTb MeJIKIe TPEeIIUHE.

OnHo¥t aTaku OBIO HEOOCTATOYHO, YTOOB YHUUYTOXKUTH UX, TIO3TOMY MepIKUH IIPOJOoJIKal
HanpasnaTh [Iyx [JeMoHa TeMBl B AUKYI0 aTakKy Ha KaMeHHBIX CYIIEeCTB.

Bce, 94TO OHM MOTIM CIIBIIIATh CEMYAC, 3TO 3BYKH TJIyXUX yIapOB.

Hakogerr, oguo u3 Kamennwix CyiiecTB 60bllle He CMOTJIO BEIIEPKUBATh HEUCTOBLIX aTaK U
pa3buock. Y HUX He OBbIJIO XKU3HEHHOM CHIIB, TIOCKOJIBKY OHU PAa3BUBAIMCh U3 MUCTUYECKUX CKall.
CnepnoBaTelbHO, TI0CIIe TOT0, Kak KaMeHHOe CyIecTBO YMUpPao, OHO IIPeBPaIlasoch B OCKOIKH
Pa30dUTOr0 KaMHS, Iafiaiolre Ha 3eMITI0.



«Het! 4 y6n10 Bac 060ux, BCex Bac yObI0 ¥ OTOMIIY 3a HUX!»

Camoe cunbHOe KaMeHHOe CyIecTBo, KOTOpoe OBUIO MHOMBUAYAJIBHO 3anedaTaHo AJTbKPOH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, BCE el1e OBUIO CBSI3aHO C OCTaNbHEIMU. ECTECTBEHHO, OH cpa3y IT0YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OOUH U3
Hux noru6. 3Has, YTO [JI er0 YETHIPEX TOBapUILEeH neja He 06CTOSIT XOPOILIO, OH HEBOJILHO
pas3pasusicsa MyYUTETbHEIMU KPUKaMHU.

BHe3amHo MaccuBHOE JepeB0o ANBKPHEI Hayalo CUIbHO TPSCTHCh. Ero HempoHuUIlaeMasi CeTh KOpHel
OblTa paspylleHa OTPOMHOM CHUJIOH, B Hel IOSIBUJIach OrPOMHAs AbIpa. ITociie 3TOro CuiIbHeMNIee
KameHHOe CyI1eCTBO MTHOBEHHO BHIJIETEJIO U3 3aTOYEHHUS TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOIHKO CMOTJIO.

«41 BepHyCh, Xaxa, eCJIU 51 He CMOT'y IIOJIyYUTh 3TO U3MepeHUe, Bl TOXKe MOXKeIIb 3a0bITh 0 HEM!»
TFonoc KamMeHHOr0 CylilecTBa OTPa3UiICa OT IPOCTPaHCTBA.

Korpma yx [Temona TeMbl MepnuHa youn nocnegHee KaMeHHOe CYIECTBO, Ha €ro JIUIE MOSIBUIOCH
MpaydHOe BEIpaxeHue. B0 BCE paBHO CKOJIBKUX OH yOUII, €CIM ONHOMY yHanoch cOexkarth.

«ArpKpa, 4To cnyyunoch? Kak 3To KamMeHHOe CymecTBo MOTI0 cOexKaTh?»

MepnuH HaxMypui 6pOBU U TOCMOTPEN Ha ANBKPY, KOTOPHIY ITPEBPATHUIICS B €T0 30JI0TOKOXKEE
CYIIEeCTBO, BOIIPOCUTEILHO U HEJJOBOJILHO.

ArnbKpa B3JOXHYJI ¥ MPAYHO CKa3a:

«Y atoro KamMeHHOro CyiiecTBa OB CIIaCUTENbHEIN TPeaMeT. [I0IKHO OBITh, OH UCIIOTb30BAl CUITY
Benukoi Jlerenarl, 4ToOR BHE3AIIHO IIPOPBATh MO0 000POHY, U yOexKaTh. [Iox0xkKe, MHE elllé Janeko
10 TOTO, YTOOBI CTaTh BEICOKOTIOCTABIEHHEIM [IpeBECHBIM CYILIECTBOM ...»

Bo3MoxkHO, y 9Toro KaMeHHOro cymectBa ObIT TPIOK, YPOBHS UIII030pHOT0 MUpa MepruHa, I03TOMY
OH CMOT Pa3pYIIXTh 3aIIUTy ANTBKpPEL. MepuH 3Ha, HAaCKOIbKO MOIIHOM OHAa GBIa.

TeMm He MeHee, Teleps, Korma KaMeHHOe CyIecTBo cOexkala, 9T0O H3MepeHue, BePOsITHO, 6OJIbIe He
ObLI0 Oe30macHLIM!

«MepuH, 94TO TH IJIAHUPYEITb HenaTh?»
AnpKpa o6paTuIach C 3TUM BOIIPOCOM K MepruHy.

MepnuH OKUHYJ B3rasapoM udMepenue. Ero Cepplie Padyma Bcé er€ He MpoOuiock Ha OeBSATHIM
ypoBeHb. [IJ151 Hero 3To u3MepeHue UMej0 OTPOMHOe 3HaueHue. [laxe mpebbiBaHue 3eCh B TEUEHUHU
HEeJ0JITOTO BPEMEHHU MOXKEeT IIPUBECTH K 3HAUUTENIbHEIM ITPe06pa30BaHUSIM.

<<Aanpa, TBI TOTOB OTIIYCTUTH 3TO I/ISMepeHI/Ie?»

MepnuH OTBETHT He Cpasy, a 3afai Opyroi Bompoc. OHu 06a 06MEHSIKUCE HONTUM U TTy00KUM
B3TJISMIOM, TIPEeXKMe YeM YIIEIOHYThCS.

«Xa-xa, 9TO BepHO, KOHEYHO, 5T He X0Uy OTITyCKaTh 3T0 u3MepeHue. OOHAKO IT0 MOKM OIIeHKaM, 3TO
KaMeHHOe CymIecTBO JOJIXKHO Temephb 3aTauTh 06uny. Eciiu oH He CMOXKeT HalTH KaKyo-Tuho
TIOMOIIb, OH HaBePHSIKa PaCIPOCTPAHUT KOHKPETHEIE KOOPIUHATH 9TOT0 U3MEPEHHUs, TIPUBIIeKas
crofa OoJIbIle XeJIaloIIuX 3aBIafeTh UM.»

B wactHOCTH, mOCcnenHue cioBa KaMeHHOTO CyInecTBa OBUIM HAMONTHEHE! 6e300HHON HEHABUCTHIO0. Ha



OTKPHITOM TEPPUTOPUYU 00pa3yioTcs TNTy00KNMe U CMepTeIbHbEIe OOUIH.
MepnuH ToXe KUBHYJI, COTJIAIIasiCh C PaCCyKAEHUSIMHU AJTBKDHIL.

«JleCTBUTEIILHO, eCU 3TO KaMeHHOe CYIIeCTBO He CMOXKET HalT! HUKAKOM IIOMOIIU U He OynmeT
MMeeT HUKaKOM HafexXKabl Ha MTOIy4eHNe 3TOT0 u3MepeHus BooO1le, OH He ITO3BOJIUT HaM CIIOKOWHO
OCTaBaThCs 3[eCh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MBI YOUIN YETHIPEX €T0 CTYTHUKOB. OMHAKO, MaXKe ecIu OH
PacIpoCTPaHUT KOOPAUHATHI, ¥ KTO-TO HaWJET 3TO U3MEPEHNE, 3TO BCE PaBHO 3alMET HEKOTOPOE
BpeMsi. Eciu MBI CMOKeM IIPOBECTH 3[eCh eIllé HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHH, 3T0 OymeT xopoio. [Jaxe eciu
KTO-TO HaMET ero, UCIOIb3ys HAIK CIIOCOOHOCTH, MBI MOXKEM IIOMBITaThCSI OTCTOSITh U3MEPEHHeE.
Ecnu He npunét Benukas Jlerexnga ...»

Onu o6a 3amonmyanu. Ecnu 661 Benukas JlereHma neiCTBUTEIBHO MOSBUIACH, Y HUX He OBITIO OBl
BO3MOXKHOCTH OOPOTHCS.

Coyctsa gonroe BpeMs AfbKpa HaKJIOHHUJI FOJIOBY, CKa3aB TUXUM T'OJIOCOM:
«Ecnu cylecTBo Ha ypoBHE Benukou JlereHasl BMeIIaeTCs, Mbl MOXKEM TOJIBKO COaThCs!»

Brnectsmue rima3a MepiauHa yCTPEMUTUCh Ha ANTBKPY. Y ero mpyra Oblyla HCKITIOUUTEIbHAS 3allUTa, |
OH, HECOMHEHHO, JOo/IKeH 00J1aflaTh HEKOTOPHIMU HEeM3BECTHRIMU MPHUEMaMHU, YTOOH faxke JlereHnna
He cMora ero youTs. [loaToMy, AnbKpa OB TOTOB OCTAThCS B 9TOM U3MEPEHUHU, laXkKe PUCKYS
CTOJIKHYTBCSI C OITAaCHOCTHIO.

MepiuH yaeOHYICS. ITO H3MepeHre ObII0 TaKXKe BazKHO U [ Hero. Eciu mpunét Benukas
JlereHma, OH HeMeMIeHHO yOexkuT. Ecnu ero MpOTUBHUK GyIEeT CKIIOHEH OXOTUTLCS Ha HEro U
TIBITATHCS YOUTD, Y HETO Bce elé Obi TuT u [Tpu3payHbiil MUP, KO3LIPHAS KapTa, KOTOPask Moria OBl
c11oco6CTBOBATH YCIIEITHOMY TO6eTy.

Y Hux 060ux OLIIO CBOE MHEHME, HO HU OOUH U3 HUX He ObIJI TOTOB 0TKA3aThCsl OT 3TOTO U3MEPEHHs.
[To3TOMY OHHM COTJIACHUJIMCh OCTABATHCS B 3TOM M3MEPEHUH TaK HOJro, Kak Mornu. OHU MOTTIH He
6051ThCsT OOJBIITMHCTBA CYIIIECTB, ¥ HE3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJIKO CHUJIBHEIM OBITT MX ITPOTUBHUK, C
00BbeIMHEHHBIMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSAMHY, ¥ HUX OBIT I1aHC. O0e WX TEXHUKHU HOTONHANM APYT OPYyTa, U CUfa,
KOTOPYIO OHU IeMOHCTPUPOBaJIi BMecTe, Oblyia OecKoHeYHO 611r3Ka K Bemnukoii JlereHpe.

Kpome Benukoit JlereHbl, OHM HUKOTO He O0sIIuCh!

ITocne sToro AnbKpa CHOBa Hadal OUKO BIMTHBATE AOpo U3MEPEeHUsa CBOMMU KOPHSIMU. [1oKa OH
IIOCTOSTHHO [ieJIajl 3TO U YBeINYKBaJl CUIIy AEBSATH CBOMX CaXKEeHIIEB, OH ITOCTOSHHO IIOBHILIAJ CBOO
CHUIly.

Korpa meBsiTh caXkeHIEB COJIBIOTCSA C HUM B OJHO I[€JI0€e, ¥ OH CTaHEeT BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHEIM
[IpeBecHEIM CyIecTBOM, AJIbKpa, CKOpee BCEro, CTaHeT HACTOSALIUM T'eHUeM, KOTOPHIM CMOXKEeT
IIPEB30MTH CBOM YPOBEHb, UTOOK 6pocuTh BEI30B Benukoit Jlerenme. C mogo0HO#M MepCIeKTUBOM,
OBLJIO eCTECTBEHHO, UTO AJIbKpa He 3aX04eT Tak IIPOCTO OTIYCKAaTh 3TO U3MEPEHHUE.

MepnuH ocMOTpen Ha AJTbKpY, KOTOPHIH 6€3yMHO MHTEHCUBHO pa3BUBajl CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, He
TepsAs HU MUHYTHL. [loueMy MepiuH He [OJIXKEH [enaTh TO Xe caMoe?

«4l HagewCh, YTO Ipexkae, YeM HHO3eMHEIE IIJIeMeHa HalAyT 9TO U3MepeHue, 1 CMory cxkaTh Cepane
Pa3yma neBsiTOro ypoBHs!»

MepnuH nogyman npo ce6st monda. C CepaueM Pa3yMma IeBsITOTO YPOBHS OH MOT MOOHMIM30BaTh



Vinmo30pHEId Mup. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH BCe elll€ He CMOXKeT nobenuth Benukyio JlereHay, HO, TI0
KpaliHel Mepe, OH CMOXKET OTOUThLCS U cOexkaTh!

[Tpu aTOM 00a OHU JleNesiid CBOU COOCTBEHHBIE aMOUIIUK M OOJIbIle HU 0 4YEM He ayManu. OHU ObITu
HACTPOEHH Ha MpebLiBaHKWe B 9TOM U3MEPEHHe TaK HOJIr0, KaK UM MTO3BOJIST 06CTOSTEILCTBA.
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