MepnuH cupmen ¢ yopy4eéHHBIM BugoM B [TaBunbone PaputetoB. OH mocMoTpen Ha Jlerenny CUTX0B
HAXOOUBIIET'0CS CHAPYKH, KOTOPHIHM CTOJIb OTKPHITO «6JI0KMPOBAJT BHIXOH». OYEBUIHO, OH Kl
MepnuHa. Kak Tonpk0o Mepinus nokuHeT [1aBuiboH PapuTeToB, OH €ero CXBaTuT.

JTroc Takke OB IIOJIOH CMATEeHUs, IIOCKOJIbKY HE UMeJI HUKAaKUX upeu. OH MOT TOJIBKO 60pMOTaTI:>
CHOBa H CHOBa:

«YTto HaM penaTs? YTO HAM AenaTh?»

MepnuH MOCMOTPEN Ha YEPHOT0 KOTa [uauMocca Ha CBOEM IIfiede, MSATKO CIIPOCHUB:
«JluguMocc, KaK Ballly gea?»

YEpHbIH KOT c1a00 moKaydas roJI0BOM.

«Hwuyero ctparmrHoro. OpHako, mporaoTuB Makcuma Jlerengbl CuTxa, s IeHCTBUTEIBHO «HAOUI cebs
[0 OTKa3a». boiock, MHe TOHAHOOUTCS OUeHb MHOTO BpeMEeHH, YTOOH Me[IJIEHHO IIePEBAPUTh BCE 3TO.
MepnuH, s He MOTy Tebe cefiyac HUUYEM IMOMOYb. Tebe nyullle MaKCUMaIbHO OBLICTPO CBSI3AThCS C
3THM CTapuKOM 3am0. ToIbKO OH CMOXKET ITOMOYb Tebe ceryac.»

MepmuH He 3HaJ, KaK eMy cooOImuTh 00 9ToM Jlerenme 3amo. Jlerernma 3amo HaloXkuIa Ha MepirHa
OTIIeYaTOK CBOMX MaKCHMOB, KOTOPEIH OH MOT ITPOEMOHCTPUPOBATE B ClIy4ae HEeOOXOMMMOCTH.

OpHako, 0OCHOBBIBAsICh Ha IoBefgeHuu Jlerenosl CuTxa, IPOCTOM NpoeKkuuu JlereHas! 3amo,
6e3ycoBHO, ObI0 GBI HEJOCTATOYHO [JIs1 pa3pelieHus KoHGnuKTa. Jlerenna 3aio JOJIXKeH ObIT
IIPUUTHU CIOZa CaM.

Onnako oH Haxomwuics B Bonme6HoM ropopge. B obmmiprot 30He [TycTOTH He OBIJIO HU IPOCTPAHCTBA,
HU BpeMeHY, 1 He OblJI0 HUKaKO0# BO3MOXKHOCTH O0TOC/IaTh COOOIIEHNEe Yepe3 Hee.

BresamHo MepiuH IoCcMOTpen Ha 3aK/InHaTenel padorasmmumx B [laBunboHe PapuTeToB, U ero cepale
noAanpeIrHyno. OH cpa3dy ke CIpocun y BosmeOHUITH CTOSIBIIIEH HEIOJANEKY:

«ITomckaxuTe, KTO BommeOHK, OTBETCTBEHHEIN 3a [TaBuiIboH PapuTeToB?»
«3T10 Benukuil BonmeoHuxk JleTo.»
MepnuH nokadas rojioBOMu.

«IToxanyiicTa, npuriiacute Benukoro Bonme6nuka JleTo ciofa. Y MeHS eCTh BaXKHBIA BOIIPOC IS
00CyXKIeHUS C HUM.»

Bomnme6uuiia cypoBo nmocMoTpesia Ha MepinuHa. Jlerenga CUTX CMOTpeJl Ha HUX KaK TUTP Ha CBOIO
3aKOHHYI0 000BI4y, 04eBUIHO, He cobupaschk oTcTynaTe. OfHaKo y MepnuHa He TOJBKO He OBLIO
HUKaKHUX [IPU3HAKOB [TaHUKY, OH Ka3aJICs CIIOKOMHEIM U YPAaBHOBEIIEHHEIM.

Kakoit cMbicy 6611 puriiamath Benukoro Bomme6uuka Jleto? [leficTBUTENbHO U Mepius
paccuuTeiBal, 4To [laBuiboH PapuTeToB BOUIOET B €r0 MOI0XKEeHNe U nonpocuT Jlerenny Curtxa yutu?

MHO03KeCTBO MBICJIEH BCIIBIXHYJIO B rojioBe BommieOHuirel. 1o eé MHeHuUI0, y MepiuHa He ObII0
BO3MOXKHOCTU 0€30MacHO MOKUHYTh 3TO MecTo. bojee TOro, MocKonIbKy oH ockopbun Jlerenny Cutxa,
yeM 00JIbllle BpeMEHHU OH IIPOBENET 3eCh, TeM 0oJiee HeOIArOMPUATHON CTAHET CUTYAIUs s
MepnuHa.



«Bonure6HK MepinuH, Kako¥ CMBICT UCKaTh Benukoro Bomnme6uuka Jleto? [TaBunboH PapuTteToB He
OymeT mpecenoBaTh Bac, HO, HECOMHEHHO, He TIOMOXKET BaM IIPOTUBOCTOATH Jlerenne CuTxy.»

Bomme6nuk JItoc, Ka3anocs, oyMasl TakXe.
MepnuH TUXO paccMessics.

«Bomnme6ruK JItocH, s 0o CUX IIOP He PacKphlI Tede CBOw NMUYHOCTL. Korma mpupméT Benukuii
Bomme6uuk JleTo, s Bce 00bsicHI0. He BONMHYHUTECH, Y MEHS €CTh IJIaH, KaK HaJlaguTh OTHOIIEHUS C
Jlerengoit CUTXOM.»

YcnrimaB cimoBa MepnuHa, Bomnme6nuk JIfoc yOUBIEHHO paCIIMPHUII I'/1a3a. ITo ObIO IpaBhoH, Iocye
CTOJIbKMX COBMECTHBIX MIPUKITIOYeHNH BonmmeOHuK JIroc Bce elné He 3Hasl 0 MepirHe HUYero.

«Xa-xa, f MOTy 4eM-HUOyOb IIOMOYb?»

HocraToyHo ckopo Benukuii Bone6uuK JleTo nossumncs nepef MepauHoM. IT0 O
MOTYIleCTBeHHBIN Benukuii BonmeOHuUK, HaunHaoumi cobrpaTs Makcuma.

«Benuku#t Bonmebnuk Jleto, st xoTesn Obl OIPOCUTh [1aBUIbOH PapuTeToB 00 OMOIKEHWH. »
MepnuH ri1y00K0 B3TOXHYI U TUXO ITOIIPOCHII.
«OpoixeHue?»

Bemnukuii Bonme6Huk JIeTo xKECTKO yIbIOHYIICS, TIsiasd Ha Jlerenmy CuTxa, 3aTeM CKa3anl TUXUM
TOJIOCOM:

«Bomnme6uuk MepnuH, BonmeOHuk JItoc, ecnu peds UOeT o Jlererme Cutxe, Mbl TOKe OECCUITBHBL.
JlereHpa c gByMs MakcuMaMH - 3TO MOIlb! X0Tsd Mbl, Haxofsch B [1aBunboHe PapuTeToB He GouMCS
ero, HaM OBl He XOTeJIOCh 3JIUTh er0.»

[TaBunboH PapuTeToB OBUI MOOOepKaH HECKONbKUME Benukumu JlereHnamu. ECTeCTBEHHO, OHU HE
OynmyT npoBoiupoBaTh JlereHny Cutxa 6e3 IPUYKHBI UCKITIOUUTENHHO pafu MepnuHa. ITo 610
TaKXKe OOHOM 13 HauboJlee BaXKHBIX IPUYKH, 10 KOTOPOi [TaBuIbOH PapuTETOB TaK XOPOIIO
IPUKUIICS B u3MepeHuu IlIkedy, IOTOMy 4TO OH HUKOT[A He JOCTaBIISII IIPO0IeM.

MepnuH nokadas rojioBOMu.

«Benukui Bonie6HUK JIeTo, BB MeHS HETPaBUJILHO MOHSNN. f He X04y, 4TOOH Baill [1aBUIbOH
PapuTteToB pa3bupancs ¢ MOUMU TPYAHOCTSIMHU. f1 TOJIBKO X049y, YTOOH OAMH U3 BalIuxX BomnmeOHNKOB
COBepIIUT IyTellecTBUE B BomnmeOHEIl ropoy, 4TOOH epefaTh 0T MeHs coobienue Jlerenne 3amo.

«A? Bonme6usi ropon? Bonme6rauk MepnuH - [ToTeHuranbabel BonmeO6Huk u3 BonmebHOTO
ropopa?»

Benmukuii BonmeOHuk JIeTo yOuBIEHHO PACIIMPHUI T1a3a. BommeOHbIN ropoy OB «CBSAIIEHHBIM
MeCTOM» BCe¥ MUBUIN3ALUNY 3akmuHaTesed. OH ObII OCHOBAH UCTUHHBIMM CTOJIIIAMU ITUBUIU3ALINH -
tpemsi CoBepIIeHHEIME Bose0HrKaMu.

MoxHO cKa3aTh, 4To [ToTeHIIManbHEE BOMIeOHUKN — 3TO JIIOOU C KOTOPBIMU HE CTOUIIO
KoH(puKTOBaTh. bonee TOro, cBsg3u camux [ToTeHIManbHEIX Bonie6GHUKOB 94acTo ObIIO 3aITyTaHHBIM
U CJIOKHBEIM, U MHOTHE U3 HUX NOAAepxKuBanuch Benukumu Jlerengamu. OTKa3 B IOMOIIY TaKOMY
«y4eHHKYy» MOT B fajbHeleM 00epHyThCS Kydel IpobieM.



Kpome Toro, Mepnun ynomsiHyn Jlerenny 3amo, a 3Ha4UT, CKOPee BCETO, OH OBII €T0 YUEHUKOM.
«Bomnire6HuK MeprnvH, BH y4eHUK JlereHasl 3amo?»

Benukuii Bonme6Huk JIleTo cpocus ocTopoxkHo. Ctatyc yueHuKa JlereHasl 3af0 ObljI, HECOMHEHHO
OYeHb BECOMBIM, TIOTOMY YTO OH OBIJT IEPBOKJIaCCHOM JlereHaoii ¢ nsAThio MakcuMaMu. Kak TONbKO OH
chopmupyeT OKOHUYATENBHBEIM MaKCUM, OH CTAaHET BHIOAIOIIUMCS Cpeau 3acmyKeHHbIX JIereH.
YuuTteiBas noTeHan natTu MakcuMoB JlereHasl 3a00, HUKTO He YOUBUTCS, €C/IM OH CTaHeT BenukuMm
Koponém B Oymy1iem.

«Jla, s yuenuk Jlerennsl 3amo! OgHAKO Temeph s 0Ka3asics B 3aTPYIHUTEILHOM COCTOSTHUH, TaK Kak
HEe MOTY CBSI3aThCSI CO CBOMM YUYHTEJIEM, TIO9TOMY 5T XOTeJI OBl TOIPOCUTH IIOMOIITH § Benukoro
Bonmebuuka Jleto.»

IelcTBUTENBHO, OH ObLT yueHUKOM Jlerenas! 3amo. HeynuBurtenbHo, 4To MepiuH ObIT yBEPEH B
cBoel Oe3omacHOCTH. ECcTeCTBEHHO, C TONEPKKOM, TAKOTO MOITHOTO YYUTENST OH HUKOTO He 0O0sIICs.

Ynribka pacTsHyack Ha nulle Benukoro Bonme6Huka JIeTo. 3TO OBIIA IPOCTO CJIOBA, KOTOPEIE
MOTJIH OBITH JIOKbIO0, TIO3TOMY OH OTBETHIL:

«CymiecTByeT Tpu Bomnie6HbIX Topofa. Kakoit UMEHHO BaM HYKeH?»

«3t10 ropoy CasmenHoro Bomme6nuka. BoT pyHa. E€ Hy>KHO aKTUBUDPOBATh IIPYU BXOf€ B TOPOL,.
Yuutens 3ago BCE y3HaET.»

Mepnusn nepenan pyny Jlereunw 3ago Benukomy Bonme6uuky Jleto. Uto Kacaetcst Kopomns YépHoro
OrHs, oH Bce ellé OBITT «CeKPeTHHIM K0o3kipeM». Kopomnio YépHoro OTHS He HPaBUJIOCh, UTO APYTHUe
MOTJI y3HaTh O €ero OTHOLIEHUSX C MepanuHOM, II03TOMYy MepiuH He coOupancs 6eCIIOKOUTh ero 1o
3TOMY He3HaYWTeIbHOMY BoIpocy. JlereHaa 3ao MOT JIETKO PEIIUTh 9Ty IPOo0IeMy.

«HWrak, aTo ropop CasineHHoro Bonme6Huka. Kakoe manékoe myTemecTBUE ...»
«IIATBCOT THICAY 3JIEMEHTANIbHBIX KPHUCTAIINYECKUX KaMHel ! »

MepnuH cKa3aj pemmuTenbHo. [IaBunboH PapuTeToB He 3axoTell O moMorath MepiuHy 6e3 BeCKou
IIPUYUHLL. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 9TO OBUIM IIPOCTO 371eMeHTalIbHbIe KPUCTaIndeckrue KaMHu. Kpome
TOr0, Ha PaccenBaloliyio Bofy eMy OBl BCE paBHO HE XBaTHUJIO.

Bonee toro, ecnu Jlerenma 3amo npuiaeTuT u pas3bepércs ¢ Jlerermont Cutxom, MepnauH MOXKeT
BEPHYTLCA B u3MepeHue CallyMa u eMy He IPUAETCS 60bllle HUKOTa 6ECIIOKOUTLCS O TOM, YTO Y
HET0 MOT'YT 3aKOHYUTHCS CTUXUNHBIE KPUCTAJIIIEL.

«Xa-xa, OynbTe yBepeHHl, BonmeOHUK MepnuH. Mul OyneM cnemuTs B BommeOHbIY ropof Tak OBICTPO,
KaK cMoxeM! OTo 3aliMET MaKCUMYM [iBa Mecslia, HO MBIl 00513aTeIbHO IlepefafuM Ballle COOOIIeHHe.

«B TakoM ciyu4ae, criacubo 3a 0ecrokoicTBo, Benukuii BonmeOruK Jleto.»

ITocne atoro MepHI/IH JaJl IIATBCOT TBHICAY IJIEMEHTAJIBHBIX KPHUCTAJIJTIMYECKUX KaMHeu BeHI/IKOMy
BOHHIe6HI/IKy JIeTo, ¥ TOT IOCIIEIIHO ymen BEITIOJTHATE IIOPYYEHUE.

Bomnme6uux Jltoc momoxnarn, moka Benukuit BonmeOHuK JIeTo YHAET, mpexkae YeM HaKOHel]
pa3pa3uThC TUPAAou:

«Bomnure6HUK MeprnvH, Bh IeHCTBUTEIHHO MyUUTENLHO IepkKaii MeHs B HeBefleHbe. Tak, Bh



yuenuk Jlereunnsl 3amo! B uamepenun CaiyMa Bbl yKe IIJIaHUPOBAJT Xy/IIee Pa3BUTHE COOBITHN?»

MepiuH yIEOHYICS, HUYEro He CKa3aB, HO Bomme6Huk JIioc Teneps Bee moHsI. OKa3anock, 4To
MepsuH ¢ caMoro Hayaja HUKorga He 6osicst Jlerennsl Cutxa. B xynmieM ciydae oH MOT 00paTUThCS
3a IIOMOIIBI0 K CBOEMY YUUTEJIIO.

C Takoi MOIIHOM ITOAMEePKKOM MepirH, eCTeCTBEeHHO, He 6osncs Jlerennsl Cutxa. MmenHo JIioc,
HUYETro He 3Has, IoCaenoBasl 3a Mep/iIuHOM, IPUHSAB TaKOM OTPOMHBIM PUCK.

TeMm He MeHee, TogyMaB 06 3ToM, Bonme6HuK JIIoc HaKOHEI] B3MOXHY ¢ o6neryerueM. [Tocie aToro
TIPUKITIOYEHHUS OH MOJIaraj, 4To, Korjaa mpubynet JlereHma 3amo, ¥ OHM MOTyYaT KOHTPOJIb Haf
u3MepenueM CallyMa, OH TaK¥Ke He YIYCTUT CBOIO MPUOKLIT.

MepnuH u JItoc 06a BEIHOXHYIHM U IOJTHOCTBIO Pacciabunuch. UM MpocTo HY2KHO OBIIO CIIOKOMHO
nmoxmaThes npubsiTus Jlerenmsl 3amo. OgHako Jlerenna CUTX, KOTOPBIY XKIal CHAPYXKH, IIOCTEIIEHHO
CTAHOBMJICS BCE 00siee OECIIOKOHHEIM.

«OHU menCcTBUTEIHLHO coOupaloTcs cuneTh B [TaBunboHe PapuTeToB BEYHO? ITO €Tr0 He yCTPauBaJlo.
Ecnu 3To IpOmONKUTCS U Hajiee M IPOUMET CIUILIKOM MHOTO BpeMeHH, u3Mepenue Caiyma
IEeNCTBUTENLHO OyIeT BOBJIEUEHO B 9TOT OECIOPSANOK. {1 MOMKeH PeluTh 3TOT BOIIPOC KaK MOXKHO
CcKopee!»

[TogymaB HemHOTrO, JlereHna CUTX HaKOHEIl pellidil COOOIIKTh 0 ITpo0ieMe CBOeMy cTapiieMy OpaTy
Jlerenpe Apau. Bo3M0OXKHO, TOJIBKO ITOsBNeHue Jleredasl ApHY 3acTaBUT [1aBUIbOH PapuTeToB
nepenats emy MepnuHa, u Jloca.

OpHako 3To cuerano Ol pogcTBo Mexay Jlerenmoir CutxoM u JlereHmoN APHHU TOCTOSTHHEM
o01mecTBeHHOCTH. TeM He MeHee, pagu u3Mepenus CallymMa CTOWMIIO IT0KEPTBOBATh HHGOPMAIUe,
KOTOPYIO OHM HaMepeHHO CKPHIBaJIu!

Jlererga CuTx mpu3Bast paba ¥ TUXO CKa3all:
«[Tpurmnacu cofa cTapiiero 6paTal»

YcnbiiaB, kKak CUTX YIIOMSTHYJ CBOET0 «cTapiiero 6para», pab He MOT He IPOIeMOHCTPUPOBATh
rpuMacy yxaca.

«JlaBai, ObICTpee ugu U OBICTPee Bo3Bpallancs!»

Ero pab 6ricTpo nokunyn M3mepenue LIkeny ...

B ITaBunboHe PaputeToB MepiuH, OfETHY B UEPHYI0 MaHTHIO, MOJIYa CMOTPeJI Ha 3aKJIMHaHUSA TUIa
Orag, 'poma u BeTpa B CBOel pyKe.

Chyi TPHU 3aKJIMHAHUA OBIIH YCIIEIIIHO CJIUTHEI. MepJ'II/IH XO0TeJI COEJUHUTD ‘-IeTBépTHﬁ THUII 3aKJIMHAHHUI,
HO 3TO OBIJI0O HECKOJIBKO CJIOKHO. HepBOHaqaano 3aKJIMHAHUSA THUIIA BETPA U 3aKJIMHAHUSA THUIIA JIbAd
MOTJIH CIIUTBCA BO€OHHO, U MeanH X0TeJI Ha4aTh C 3TOTrO.

OpmHaxko, mompoO0BaB 3TO CHeNaTh, OH 0OHAPYKUII, YTO 9TO OBIIO CITUIIKOM CIIOKHO. ManeHui
KOHTAKT MEX[Y 3aKJIMHAHUSIMHE JIISHOT0 U OTHEHHOT'0 TUIIOB HEMEeIJIeHHO BEI3BIBAJT B3PEIB. Mep/IuH



IBITAJICST 0€CYUCIIEHHOE KOTMYECTBO Pa3, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ITOTEPIIeN HeEymayvy.
«Bomnire6HK MepryH, MPOLIIIo yKe fABa Mecsla. [louemy Jlerenna 3amo He TpuObLUT [0 CUX IIOP?»

Bomme6uuky Jltocy GbIJI0 CKYYHO U He 10 ce0e, OH CMOTpeJI, KaK PSIoM C HAM CIIUJIACh 3aKJIMHAHUS
Mepnuna. X0Ts OH OBl 3aK/IMHATENIEM AEBITOTO YPOBHS, IPOCTO HaOMIOAaTh 3a CIUSHUEM
3aKIMHaHUU MepirHa OBII0 TOCTAaTOYHO CTPAIIHO, He TOBOPS yXKe O CIUSTHUU COOCTBEHHBIX MOfiese
3aKJIMHAHUH.

Ecnu B 3TOM He IIOABUIIOCEH OB HeoOxoguMocTH, BomieOHuK JItoc He cTtaji Ol cIuBaTh Mopgenu
3aknuHauui. Eciu Obl OH ITOTEpIIeN Heymauy, oH Obi Ob 00peYéH Ha BepHYIO rubenb!

«ITomoxXauTe HEMHOTO, BO3MOXKHO ...»

MepnuH BHE3ATHO 0KUBUJICS U MIOAHSII TOJIOBY, TJISIS BIEPEN.
«Yuurtens 3amo!»

I'maza MepnuHa Cusanu OT PagoCTH.

«Xex, MepnuH, KaK 4 CJIe€0Baji0 0KUAATh OT MOEro yyeHrka. CKaxXuTe MHE, 4YTO IIPOU30LII0? Bel
COBCEM HeMlaBHO IOKUHYNU BonieOHbIM TOPOM, U Y2Ke BbI3Ba/IM CTOJILKO 1pobiieM? PaHee g 3aMeTun
Jlerenpy CuTxa CHapyXH, IPOCTHO OXPaHSBIIETO ABePh. Ero BrIpaxkeHre HEUCTOBOM 00MAHI
3aCTaBUJIO0 MEHS 3ayMaThCs, UTO BBl COEJIaIH, YTOOH TaK Pa303/IUTh €ro?»

Jlerenpa 3apo He 0co00 Becesio YALIOHYJICS, YTO Ha caMOM fefie 3acTaBuio MepinHa I0YyBCTBOBATh
obneruenue. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, U3 ToOHA JlereHasl 3afo, OH MOHS, YTO JlereHma CUTX He ObIN
OO0IBIIION YIPO30H ...

[Tostomy MepnuH otocnan Bone6rukos [TaBunboHa PapuTeToB U pacckasan BCI0 UCTOPHIO
u3Mepenus CauyMma.
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