B 6eckoneuHo#t 30He [1yCTOTH JeTaloIui Kopadiib IPEeBPaTUiICS B Iy4 6€I0T0 CBeTa U Hadall
OBICTPO YIAIATLCS OT U3MEPEHHUS.

Ha 6opTy Kopabms ABpops! Bonie6uuk JItoc cCumen B MOJTHOM MPOCTPAIIMK, MOJTYa YCTABUBIIUCH Ha
Mepnuta. OH GBI CITUIIIKOM OLIETOMIEH Impou3orienmumM. OH AyMas, YTO ero xkjajaa HeMUHyeMast
rubenb, HO Mep/uH IOTJIOTHII UX HEIIpUsITeNled B MIrHOBEeHHEe OKa. JTO OBITM OBa Benukux
Bomnme6HuKa - He 3aKIMHATEIN CeIbMOT0, BOCKMOTO WJIH [IEBSATOT'0 YPOBHS, a TPO3HBIE Benukue
Bonmre6HvKY!

Tonpko Torma BommeOHuk JIIoc mMOHS, YTO OH COBCEM He 3HaeT MepiuHa. B HacTosimee BpeMs 0H
WCITBITHIBAJI JIETKOE YYBCTBO COXKAJIEHHS OT TOTO, UTO II0CJIeloBall 3a MepInHOM B COBEPIIEHUN
Takoro 6e3yMHOr0 IOCTyTIKa.

«Kynma MBI HanpaBisseMcs cendac?»

Bpewmst ot BpeMenu BomnmebHuK JI10C CMOTPEIT Ha OTPOMHBIM 3aMOK I103agy HUX. ITO OBIT 3aMOK
Jlerenpsl CuTXa, KOTOPBIM ClIeNOBall 3a HUMU. BBINT UIL BOIIPOC BpeMeHH, KOrda OH UX JOTOHUT.

JTtoc momgo3peBas, YTO HACTOSIIAs MPUYKMHA, 110 KOTopol Jlerenna CUTX elllé He JOTHAll UX,
3aKJII04asach B KOHTPAKTE, COrIaCHO KOTOPOMY B Te4eHMe Mecslla II0CyIe BEIXOAa U3 U3MePEeHUs OH
He MOT aTaKOBaTh UX.

[TockonbKy eMy Melllajy OTpaHUYEeHNsI KOHTPaKTa, Jlerenga CUTX He NpeANpUHUMAIl HUKAKUX
OEeUCTBUY MPOTUB HUX. TeM He MeHee, OH IIpeciiefjoBall uxX yIopHo. O4eBUAHO, OH BbIKUAAT
HCTEeYEHUs CPOKa [IeMCTBUS KOHTPaKTa. Korga aTOT MOMEHT HaCTaHeT, Maxke eciid MepiuH Obl
Ype3BEIYalHO CUJIEH, CMOXKET JIU OH Of0JieTh Benukyto Jlerenny?

MepnuH ToxKe OB IIOJIOH MpAyHbIX TpeayyBcTBUil. OH goragasncs o HaMmepeHusx Jlerenan Curxa.
Mecsi1] MOXKeT 0Ka3aThCs NOJITMM CPOKOM, HO Ha CaMOM fieJle OHHU JieTanu yxe 6oyee IBafLuaTh
nHel. B oO0mupHOM 30He I1yCTOTH HECKOIBKO AHEMN BOOOIIe HUYEro He 3HAUMIIH.

«Kak manexko Mel 0T udMepenus lllkeny?» - Tuxo cupocunl MepiuH. B HacTos1ee BpeMs OH ABUTAJICSA
B HalpaBjeHuu u3Mepenud llIkeny Ha OIHOM CKOPOCTU. Mep/IuH 3Hal, YTO €CJIM OHU HAlpaBsaTCS B
r1yOuHb 30HH [IyCTOTEL, TO 3TO OYAET TOJIBKO Ha PYKY UX IIPECiIefoBaTelio.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM KX IIaHCOM Oblyla IONbITKa cOexaTh B u3Meperue IlIkeny 1 BOCIOIb30BaTECS €TI0
npasunaMu. OHE ITOJIy4aT TaM BpeMeHHYyI0 Oe30macHOCTh. KOHEYHO, 3TOT I/IaH IpefIonara, YTo
oHU mocturnu uMmepenus llIkeny 0o ucTedeHUs: CPpoKa JEeUCTBUS KOHTPAKTA.

«J1o HEro 0KO0JI0 BOChbMU AHel. HaMm HYKHO CIIEIINUTE.»

Bomme6HuK JIfoc cKasan yHBUIBIM TOHOM. OH Ka3asicd oueHb ucnyranHbeM. OHU ocKopOunu Bennkyio
JlereHpay u Tenepb moaBepraauch 6€3:KaaoCTHOMY IIpeciiefioBaHuio. Bonme6Huk JI0c 1aBHO IOTEPSIT
MyKecTBO. [Jaxke KOTfila OH CMOTPEJI Ha TPY MUJIIMOHA C JIUIITHUM 3JIeMEHTAJIbHEIX KPUCTAJIMYECKUX
KaMHeN B CBOEM IIPOCTPAaHCTBEHHOM KOJIblle, OH He YyBCTBOBaJI HUKAKOM pPajOCTH.

«Bocemb gHE! [ONMKHO OBITh JOCTATOYHO!»
MepiuH CTUCHYJI 3yOHl ¥ TPONOJIKIII JIETETh Ha IOJIHON CKOPOCTH.

«XM, ¥ Bac 0CTal0Ch BCEr0 HECKOJILKO AHEW. 3aTeM UCTEUYET CPOK OelCTBUSA KOHTPAKTa, KaKOM CMBICIT
IPOJOJIKATh OexkaTh?»



Jlerernga Cutx OBIN B SpoCTHU. IIpocTO YTOOB YOUTH IBYMSI MaJIKUX 3aKJIMHATEJIEH, KOTOPHIE Iake He
mopocnu 10 Benukux Bonme6HUKOB, eMy MIPUIIIOCH TPecaeqoBaTh X TaK MHOTO gHel. Kak TOIbKO
KOHTPAKT UCTEUYET, 3Ta SPOCTh pa3pa3uTcs Oypei.

[Tpomirnio emié ceMb fHEW. MeHee 4yeM 4epe3 CyTKHM CPOK JeMCTBUS KOHTPAKTa UCTEeYET. B oTOoT
MoMeHT Jlerenna CuTx Havas mpubiauKkanack K Kopabmo MepiuHa.

«BrIcTpee, OniCcTpee, eTu O6picTpee! Mul moutu B u3mepenuu llIkeny. Eciu Mbl He CMOXKEM JOCTHYb
ero [I0 UCTeUeHUs CPoKa JeiCTBUS KOHTPAKTa, ¥ Hac OyayT Oosbinue mpobaeMsl!»

B nacTosimee Bpems nuilo Bomme6HrKa JIroca ObIIO eIebHEIM, a €0 T'0JIOC Jpoxkas. Ero HepBel
OB Ha IpaHe CphIBa. Benukas JlereHma BUCe y HUX Ha XBOCTE C SIBHBIMU YOUMCTBEHHBIMU
HaMepeHbsIMHU. B Takol CUTyallul HUKTO He CMOXKET COXPaHATh CIIOKOUCTBUE.

MepnuH ToxKe OB Ha B3Bofe. Temeps maxke OH He MOT COXPaHSATh CIIOKOMCTBHE. OH MOT BUIETh
u3mepenue lllkeny npssmo mepeq co00i, HO KOHTPAKT UCTEKAJ Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO YaCOB.

Bonee Toro, mocye Bxona B uaMepeHnue IlIkeqy UM Hy>KHO OyZeT yCIIeTh BOUTH B 3[aHUe, YTOOH
OKa3aThbcs B 6e30macHOCTH. B mpoTuBHOM ciydae y JlereHmapHOTO BommeOHUKa HAUTUCh ObI
criocoOrl MTHOBEHHO 00y31aTh 1 MepnuHa, ¥ BonmeOHuKa JItoca, He TOBPEIUB 3MaHUM U3MEPEHUS
[ikeny.

«J[IumuMOocc, MPOCHUCH OBICTPO!»

MepnuH B maHuKe pa3bymun 4€pHoro Kora [lugumocca. C Tex mop, KaK OHY MOKUHYNMH Bome6HbIMH
ropop, Junumocc cnan riy6okuM cHoM. MepiuH He 3HaJl, CKOIbKO Bcero Jlerenma 3ao MO3BOIHI
€My MPOTJIOTUTD, YTO HAKOPMMUJI 10 TAKOU CTETIeHHU.

B crnoxusmuiics cutTyauuu MepauHy 0CTaBaloCh TOJIBKO MOIPOCUTH IIOMOIIM Y YEPHOTO KOTa.
«YT0 npoucxomutT? {d TaK MUpHO cmai ...»

IOumuMocc Teneps OblIa HACTOJILKO TOJICTOM, YTO €I'0 B/ MOT 3aCTABUTh JII000T0 IMOTEPSTH Aap PeyHn.
Ecnu GBI He ero 0YeBHUIHBIE «KOIIAaYbH» YEPTHI, MHOTHE JIIONY MIPUHSIKA OBl €T0 3a MyXJIyI0 CO0aKy,
OCHOBEIBASICh Ha €T0 pa3Mepe.

MepHI/IH HE co61z1panc;[ COCPenoTadYuBaThCsA Ha FaGapI/ITaX ‘-IépHOl"O KOTa " IIOCIIEIITHO CKa3all:

«J[lupumocc, MBI ceriyac B omacHOCTH. JlereHgapHbii BonmeOHUK ¢ AByMs MaKcuMaMu IIpecienyeT
Hac. Ecnu MuI He ycrieeM BoliTu B 3Mmepenue IlIkeny 1o UCTeUYeHUS CPOKa JeUCTBUS KOHTPAKTa, HaM
IPUOETCS MOJIOKUTHCS Ha BalllKd CUJIBL, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH Jlerenny Curxa...»

MepmnuH KpaTKo 06BSICHUII BCE, UTO IIPOU3O0ILI0 paHee. TONCTHIA YEPHBIA KOT MPEKPATHUII 3€BaTh U C
TPEBOT'OM OIJISHYJICS Ha, IIpeciief0oBaBIINI UX 3aMOK.

«MepnuH, Thl JeNUCTBUTENBHO BIISIAJICS B HEMPUSTHOCTH. Benukas JlereHma, KoTopast co3fana OBa
Makcuma ... HeT cMbica monarathCsi Ha MeHs. 4 6010Ch, UTO TOJIBKO CTAapPUK 3al0 MOXKET CIIaCTH
Tebs.»

IupuMocc HeCKOJIbKO pa3 MmoKaydall roJ0Boi. XOTS OH U3MEHHUJI CBOI0 (POPMY KU3HU U MIPOTJIOTUIT TaK



MHOT'0 TTPEJCTABUTENIeN NHO3EMHBIX IJIEMEH, OH BCE elrlé OblJT Ha OHOM YPOBHE C 00BIYHOM Benmukoin
Jlerenpmoi ¢ ogHUM MaKcuUMOM. ITO OBIIO aieKo OT TOTro, YTOOH! ObITH Ha OHOM YPOBHE C JlereHmoun
CutxoM, y KoToporo 6b1710 gBa Makcuma.

«4 He IIPOCHII BaC moOequTh ero. HpOCTO 3aepPXKNUTe €0 Ha MTHOBEHHUE. B Hacrosiee BpeMs TOJIBKO
BEI MOZKET€ 3aMEeOJInTh €ro ...»

MepnuH npekpacHoO 3HaJ, YTO, XOT4 ero I'ma3 TeMBI MOTyIIECTBEHEH, OH SIBHO HE HOTATUBAET 110
cBoet momu. Tonbko [ugumocc Mor 3a610KupoBath Jlerenny Curxa.

Opzako [TummmMocc MIPUHAJICA IPUYUTATE, IIOCTOAHHO 6opMoqa:

«3JTO0 MOBOJIbHO OmacHo. Korma s cienyio 3a To00i, MHe He TOJIbKO HEYero eCTh, HO MBI TaKXKe
CTaJIKUBaeMCs C IIOCTOSTHHOU ONIAaCHOCTBI0. JTO He I10X0XKe Ha XKU3Hb Y 3870 ... XOTS 3TOT CTapUK
IIOCTOSTHHO MCCJIelOBaJl MEHS, 110 KpaliHeu Mepe, 5 II0Iydall pa3Hylo ey KaXIbli OeHb, a II0cyie
3TOTO MOT CIIaTh CKOJIbKO 3ax0uy, ¥ Hu4ero 6onbie. Kakas 4ynecHas XKU3Hb Oblna ...»

MepnuH Ha MCHOBEHHUE TIOTEPSIT fap peuu. [JUAMMOCC IIOJTHOCThIO IIPEBPATHUIICS B JIEHUBOTO
moMaiHero Kota. OgHako, Cliblia, Kak [TuAMMOcC XKajyeTcs, MepiiH 3HaJ, YTO OH COTJIACUJICS
TIOMOYb, ¥ HAaKOHEI] B3[OXHYII C 06erdyenrneM. ITo OBIIO ero MOCIeIHUM CpencTBoM. Eciiu B 3TOM He
BO3HUKHET Heo0XoguMoCcTH, MepnuH OygeT TOIbKO paf.

«MMM, KOHTPaKT HaKOHeIl UCTEK. Xe-Xe, XOTS BBl JOCTUTTIH u3MepeHud llIkeny, BaM 3T0 He
IIOMOXKEeT!»

Jlerenma CuTX HEMEMJIEHHO BBIJIETEIT U3 CBOETO 3aMKa M OCTaHOBHUJCS y uaMepenus Illkeny. Boaneke
OH MOT HEBOOPYKEHHBIM I'Ta30M YBUAETb, YTO KOpabyib ABpopa JieTesl Tyga C MaKCUMaJIbHOM
CKOPOCTBIO.

« ByM I»

C nebonpuruM xyonkoM Jlereuast Cutxa Makcum BeTpa OBICTPO CT'YCTHUIICS B TUTAHTCKYIO PYKY. JTa
pyKa mOTsiHyJach K u3Mepenuto llIkeny Tak OGRICTPO, KaK TOIHKO MOTJIA.

«CBHuCT»

C nérkum MeplianreM KopaOib ABpopa BOIIET B u3MepeHue, Ho MepnuH u Bonmebnuk JItoc emié He
Ipa3fHOBaU. BHE3amHO OHM IMOYYBCTBOBAJIY YAYIIAMOLIYIO CUITY.

«KoHTpakT uctek. Cutx Haman!»

MepmuH u JItoc 00MeHSIKUCh B3rIsIOaMy U YBUOEH TPEBOT'Y B TJla3aX APYT APyra. YYUTHBAS
ckopocTh Jlerennsl CuTXa ¥ TOT GaKT, YTO OHU TOJIBKO YTO BOULTH B u3Mepenue llIkeny, um
noTpebyeTcst HeMHOTO 60JIbIlle BpeMeHH, YTOOR H00paThCs [0 OMUKANIIEr0 3TaHus.

TeMm He MeHee, B 9TOT KOPOTKHUI IPOMeKyTOK BpeMeHu JlereHma CUTX CMOXKET 3aXBaTUTh HUX.
«[IuguMocCC, Terephb BCE 3aBUCUT TOJIBKO OT Te0s!»

MepnuH OWKO 3aKpuyal, yIpaBisas KopabiaéM. He mymas HE 0 YEM APYTroM, OH [AUKO JIETeN K
OnmuKamimeMy 3MaHUI0, ¥ OH MOT [aXKe sICHO BUIETD IBa CJI0BA YKAa3aHHBIX HA HEM:

«ITaBUnBOH PapuTeToB»



9To0 Obin [TaBUILOH PapuTeToB, K KoTopoMy BommeOuuK JItoc mpuBoauil MepiivHa paHee.
«May!»

IdumuMocc HeMeJIeHHO BhIJIETEN ¢ KopaOisi MepnuHa, ¥ ero TeJI0 MTHOBEHHO YBEJTUYUIIOCH B
pasMepax. Ero ruranTckas Qpurypa HalloJIHUIaCh IIyTraollei CUIO0N, KOTa OH B3PEBEI:

«41 Te6s mpornoyy!»

OH OTKDELI CBOU WIUPOKUY POT, KOTOPHIM IIPEBPATHIICS B MACCUBHYIO YEPHYIO OBIPY, IPOTTIOTUB
TUTAHTCKYIO PYKY, COTKaHHYI0 u3 Makcuma Betpa Jlereugsr Curxa.

«YTo0 310 Takoe? ITo cuna Makcuma. Benvkasa JlereHpma atakyeT MeHsA?!»

«39T0 KOT! KOT ypoBHs Benukou Jlerennsl. boxe Moii, 4TO Ipoucxogut? Kak MOXKeT IPOCTOU KOT
CTaTh CTOJIb MOTYII[ECTBEHHBIM?»

MHorue BonmeOHUKY TyIIo cMoTpenu B He0o. Bombiasg pyka, chopmMupoBanHas u3 MakcuMa, u
HEeBLIPA3UMO TOJICTHIHA KOT JIETeJIM Ha BCTpedy APYT Apyry. KoT mporioTus pykKy OfHUM ITIOTKOM.

TOJICTBIN KOT, KOTOPBIY IIPOTJIOTUJI TUTA@HTCKYIO PYKY, IIOX0XKe, IIOIy4YuJl CUIbHEIY yaap. Ero tesno
HeMEeMJIEHHO CXKaJloCh, ¥ OH CKONIb3HY B [1aBunboH PaputeTos, Kak BETEPOK.

«Buyx»

B nebe nmosiBunack ¢purypa Bemnmkoi JlereHrl, ero TeI0 ObIJI0 OKPYKEHO CHUION ero MaKCUMOB.
Kpome Toro, mogoOHBINM 3aMKy MHCTPYMEHT IJ151 TIOJIETOB MEJJIEHHO CITyCKascs c Heba.

JIumo Jlerenpbl CuTXa IMepeKoCcuiock ot gocadsl. OH myman, 4To mobefia B eT0 pyKax, YTO OH
HelIpeMeHHO noriMaeT MepnuHa u Jlioca. OgHakKo eMy MOMeIa CTPaHHBIYA KOT B ITOCTIEIHIOK
MUHYTY. Bojiee Toro, oH gaxe He 3HaJ, YTO 3TO OBLIO 3a CYIIECTBO, CIIOCOOHOE MPOTJIOTUTD CUITY
Maxkcuma.

«IInoxo. Ouu cnpsrtanucs B [laBunbore PaputeTos. [Toka 0HU He BHIMAYT, 1 HUYEr0 HE MOTY
cOoenaTth!»

Jlerenpga Cutx riny60Ko B3OOXHYJ, 3aTeM B3peBella B CTOPOHY [laBunboHa PapuTeTos:
«XM, KaK JI0/IT0 Bel 06a CMOXKeTe IPATAThCA? f MOmoKAY 30eCh CHAPYXKU.»

Jlerenpa CUTX He CMeJl IIpeAIIpUHUMATh HUKAKUX NEeUCTBUY, [I0Ka OHU IPATaIUCh, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO
Ob1710 OB TIOCTIEIHUM ero feicTBueM. [IpaBuna uaMepenusd llIkeny ObITM KPOBaBEIMU U 9PPEKTHBHO
WCIIONHSANKUCh. HUKTO He Momén Okl MPOTUB HUX TaK JIETKO.

Jlererga CUTX yCTAHOBWJI JIOBYIIKY M3 CBOET0 MakcuMa CHapyXKH, IIPeXye YeM BIeTeTh B 3aMoK. OH
permun 3a6710KMPOBaTh ABEPHOM poeM [laBuiboHa.

MHorue 3puTenu ObITK MOMHEL TI000mEITCTBa. OHM 3Hanu Jlerenny Cutxa. M uM ObII0O Y4ePTOBCKHU
MHTEPECHO, KTO K€ CMOT TaK ero Pa303JIUTh.



B ITaBunsone PaputeToB MepnuH MOCMOTpPEN Ha BSAJIOT0 YEPHOT0 KoTa [JuguMocca Ha CBOEM IIiede,
U BRIpaXKeHMe ero Jiuila HeyBePeHHO U3MeHUI0Ch. Benmukuit Bonmebuuk [TaBunsona PaputeToB
CTOSLJI PAANOM C HUMU, CIIOKOMHO T'OBOPS:

«Bomme6uuk MepnuH, He BonHyHTEeCh. [Toce Bxona B [TaBunboH PapuTeToB Bh 3auuieHs. HUKTO
He TIOCMeeT CPa3uThCs C BaMU 3€Ch.»

MepnuH KUBHYJ, HO OH BCE eIl He MOT UCIBITaTh 00nerdyenusi. CUTX K[aaJl MPSIMO 3a OBEPHIO.
CKONBbKO MepnuH CMOXKET IPATATHCSA 37ECh?

Kpome TorO0, OH He OBUT YBEPEH, YTO CO BpeMeHeM I1aBuiboH PapuTeToB He IepefacT ero.

«OpmHaKO MHe TI000IBITHO. Bonme6uuk Mepnus u Bonme6HuK JIroc, 4TO BH Ha CaMOM fefie CHOellaly,
yTOOBI TaK CUJILHO OCKOPOUTEL Benukyio Jlereuny Cutxa?»

MHorouncneHHre 3akIMHaTeN! B [TaBUIbOHE TEMEPD C TIOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTPENU Ha MepuHa u
JTioca. YToOwI crpoBoIMpoBaTh Benukyto JlereHay oo TaKOM CTEIEHU, YTO OH MPUOErHeT K TaKou
«BYJIBTApPHOM» Mepe, KakK «OJI0KMPOBaHue BhIxofa»... Mornu nu MepiuH u JIioc, iBa 3aKIuMHATENs,
KOTOpHIE He Oblyiv BenukuMu BomnireOHMKaMu, JeifiCTBUTENIBHO BEI3BATh TaKyio IriTy0oKyi0 37100y ?
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