BepHyBIIKCH B CBOI0O KOMHATY, Mep/iuH OBICTPO MPOTSHYI PYKY. I'ma3 TbMbL B €T0 JTafJOHU BCE eIIlé
U3JIy4aJl CjIefbl aJloro CBETA U BHITTIAME] 0YeHb CBOe00pa3Ho.

TeMm He MeHee, MepnIuH MOT SICHO ITOYYBCTBOBATh, YTO «00paTHas peakius» ['a3a TbMHBI U3
IpOILIOro ucyesna. ['ma3 TbMHBI EMCTBUTEILHO BIIUTAJl HETaTUBHYIO SHEPTHIO U CTaJl CUJIbHEE.
OpHaKO HUKAKOH 00paTHOM peakiuy He Oby10. OHa MOSBIISIACh IUINb Oarogaps Jlerenne TeMe
Odnacy.

Bo3MoxkHO, 3aroBop ['ma3a TeMbl O0JIbIlIEe He OBITT CEKPETOM HEKOTOPHIX MOTYIIECTBEHHHIX JlereHs.
Torpma, korga oH Haxoguics B CnaBHOU 3eMiie, OH gaxe gyMa, 4Tto Jlerenga TeMel Odrac, MEPTB.
Kto Ol MOr mogyMaTh, 4To '71a3 ThMEBI CKPHIBAET TAaKOM YOUBUTEIHHBIN CEKPET?

«K cuacTso, S BCTPETHJI CBOETO yUuTeNsA. B IpoTUBHOM Ciiy4ae, s Obl JTUIIb IIy0xKe DB CBOIO
MOTHILY, eCly OBl IPOOOJIKasl KyJIbTUBUPOBaTh ['1a3 ThMEl!»

MepnuH HEMHOTO HCITyTajcs, fyMas 00 3TOM ceiyac.
«Jlererpga oMbl Odrac ... OgHaXKAH 51 00513aTEIbHO OTIIIavy Tebe 3a 3To!»

B rnazax MepnuHa MeIbKHYIIO Ciedbl Xojioga. I'1a3 TebMBl OCTaBUII €70 B TaKyH0 OIIaCHYI0 CUTYalUIo,
4yTO MepuHy, eCTeCTBEHHO, ObJI0 He 110 cebe.

«I'ma3 TeMBI TEIIEPh COMIOCTABUM C HEKOTOPLIMHU MOIITHEIMY Benukumu Bomme6HuKaMu., MoxeT OBITS,
C TUKOBHIMU Benmukumu BomnineOHMKaMu eIllé eCTh pa3phiB B CUJIaX, HO OH He I0NXKeH ObITh TAaKUM YK
OTPOMHBIM ! »

MepnuH nouyBcTBOBaj cuity ['a3a Temel. X0TSI OH UCKpeHHe HeHaBuaen Odaca B CBOEM CepAlle, OH
BOCXHMIIIAJICS UM 3a CO3[laHKMe TaKOoW MOIUIHOM 0c000# criocobHocTu [TeMoHa ITaHmopel. OHa MOXKET
3acTaBuTh Benukoro BomineOHMKa B30PBAThCS CUION 0OLIYHOM JIereH/H.

Ha aToT pas, no Bo3Bpamenuto u3 bamxHu Pasyma ero Cuna PasyMa 3Ha4uTeNbHO HE YIy4YLIUAIIACE.
Onnako ero Cepane Pasdyma yxKe gocTturio BocbMoro ypoBHs. Ero Cumna Pa3syma Obliia conocTtaBuMa
HEKOTOPHIMU U3 00jiee MOIIHBIX 3aK/IMHATEIEN NEBATOTO YPOBHS.

HpI/I TaKUX 00CTOSITENIbCTBAX IOMILITKA MepHI/IHa CO30aTh BCE 3aKJIIMHAHUA CEAbMOT0 YPOBHSA Onlyta He
TaKOu YX U crnoxHou. OgHAKO eMy BCE Xe HpI/IJIéTCH Ha4aTb CTPOUTE HX, YTOOBI Y3HATh, MOXKHO JI
9TO CHOeJIaTk.

KoHeuHo, Mep/uH pelui He Co30aBaTh 3aKIuHaHUs B Bonmie6HOM ropofe. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH
TOJIBKO YTO CTaJl 3aKJIMHATEJIEeM IIIeCTOr0 YPOBHS B KpaTdauinue cpoku. Ecnu oH cTaHeT
3aK/IMHaTeNIeM CeIbMOI'0 YPOBHS 3@ TAKOe KOPOTKOe BpeMsi, 9TO BEI30BET IIOI03PEHHUS axke B
Bomniie6HOM ropofie, HaloTHEHHOM MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIMY TaJlaHTAMH.

Haxe ecyu Ob Obl/Ta XOTh MaJjieliasi BepOSTHOCTh BRI3BATh IIOA03peHNe, Mep/uH He PUCKHYIT OB
atuM. CeKpeT MaTpulibl MOT 3HATh TOJILKO OH. I103TOMY OH IJIaHHPOBAJ MOKUHYTh BoJIeOHbIN Topoy
¥ CO3[aTh 3aKJIMHAHUS CEIbMOTO0 YPOBHS B 6€3011aCHOM MeCTe.

YTo KacaeTcs KOHKPETHOTO MecTa, KyJja OH MOT OTIIpaBUTCS, Y MepirHa yxke Oblta unes. Korga oH
6s11 B KoponeBcTBe YepHOM JIyHEL, OH MOTY4YUJI KOOPAUHATH ABYX U3MepeHui. OgqHO U3 HUX OBLIO
u3MepenueM Bommebuuka Caiity, yeit Makcum I'poma o monyuusn. OgHako, mpobieMa 3aKiodanach
B TOM, 4TO BomnmeOHuK CaliTy BCE ellé Mor ObITh KUB, TaK YTO 9TO OBIJIO He coBCceM 0e30macHo.

OcraBieecst OBII0, ECTECTBEHHO, U3MepeHreM JKBafopa. B TauHCTBEeHHOM 3aMKe B CHEXHOM



IyCTOILIH, KOTHa Mep/uH KOHTPOJUPOBAJl MAapUOHETKY HOMED TPH, OHA YIIOMSHYJa KOOPOUHATEI
U3MepeHus U To, yTo BommeOHUK JKBamop, CKOpee BCcero, norud, 0CTaBUB u3MepeHne 6e3 X03sUHa.
YTo KacaeTcs TOro, YTO UMEHHO TaM IIPOM30LIO0 U He 3aHsJI iU U3MepeHue KTo-HUOyob OPyToH,
MepnuH momkeH OBUT TOUTH U BBEISICHUTH 9TO caM. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, ITPOIIJIO CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH, UTO
BCE MOTJIO CITyUUThCH.

OpHako, mpexfe ueM YT, MepiuH OoJzKeH ObUT [0XKOaThCs coolIineHus JlereHas! 3amo 1
BO3BpallleHUsT YEPHOTO KoTa [Tugumocca. B compoBoxnenuu [umgumocca ero 6e30macHOCTS,
€CTeCTBEHHO, OblyIa OBl 3HAUUTEJIHHO IIOBHIIIICHA.

B Teuenne Mecsiia y MepnuHa OB peAKuil Ieproy CIOKOWHOM ku3uu. OH usydan Cuny Pazyma
KaXXIBIM IeHb U Tpeobpa30BrIBajl pa3Hble Beuy. OH maxe B35 Ha ce0s1 MHUIIMATUBY MTOTPY3UTHCS B
UJITI03UI0, KOTOPYIO OH «COTKasI».

Ero unmo3us 6bta HaMHOTO Xyke, yeM y Koponst YépHoro OrHs, ¥ faXke He Ka3ajlach PeabHOM.
Opuako MepnuH He Ob11 06eckypaxeH. [IyTs MacTtepa Cusnbl Padyma Obi1 HeM30€KHO TPyIHBIM. OH
OB TIEPBOIIPOXO/ILIEM, ¥ eMY HYKHO OBIIIO HCCIIeloBaTh 9TOT ITyTh MEOJIEHHO, IIar 3a IIaroM.

«MepmnuH, uguTE B MOU 3aMOK!»
BresanHo pyHa Ha pyke MepinvHa CBepKHY/la HUTSIMU CBeTa U Iepefana ronoc JlereHge! 3amo.

Cepnue MepJ'II/IHa PagoCTHO 3aCTy4aJio, OT TOT'O, YTO OH HAKOHEIl TOXKOAJICA. On 6I::ICTp0 BCTall 1
IIoJIeTell K 3aMKY JlereHnpsl 3apo.

«BsI mpunM 6EICTPO.»

YBupnesn MepJ'II/IHa, JlereHnpa 3amo 3acMesiicd U MOTTIagul ‘-IépHOl"O KoTa. Kazanoch, 4TO Ha ero nuie
(0} 30)1 ciie[q 1nedajii, HO OH HaKOHEeIl OTIIYCTHII Hugumocca.

Iumumocc IIPBITHYIJI Ha IIJIe490 MepJ’II/IHa, " KOorga MepJ'II/IH IIPHUCMOTPEJICA K HEMY, TO IIOHAJ, 9YTO
Iuoumocc, mMoXoxe, Ha6pan Bec. BumuMmo Jlerenma 3amo XOpOoIIO «KOpMHAII» €ro.

«Yuutens 3am0, g X049y MOKUHYTh Boe6HbI ropoy ¥ 1o0poauTh mo 3oHe ITyCTOTEL »

MepnuH HEMHOTO ITOMEIJINI, IPeXae YeM 3aroBopuTh. Temneps, Korma Jlerennga 3amo OB €ro
yUHTEJIeM, OH, ECTECTBEHHO, HOJIKeH OBl 00BSICHUThL €My, II0YeMY OH XOTeJT IOKUHYTh BosieOHbIiH
TOpO.

«ITobpomuTs?»

Jlerenpa 3ao OBII CJIeTKA OIIEIOMJIEH IMOMOOHBIM 3asIBJIEHHEM. 3aTeM OH BHUMATEIbHO ITOCMOTPET
Ha MepnuHa ¥ 3ayMYHUBO KUBHYIL.

«HWTak, BH yKe Ha4yaju CO3[aBaTh 3aKJIMHAHUS CEObMOr0 YpoBHs. CeapbMOl YPOBEHb JE€WCTBUTENIBHO
SIBJISIETCS ITIOPOTOM, TI03TOMY BHI HE MOXKeTe ObITh HeOpPeKHBIM. BO3MOXKHO, BBl CMOXKETE MOJTy4aTh
3aK/IMHaHUS OBICTPee, €CNIU BRIMAETE U TOOPOAUTE.»

Jlerenga 3ago CXBaTHUI BO3OYyX, X B €TI0 PYKaX IMOABHUJIICA IIap PA3HOIIBETHOI'O CBETA. I_Hap IIOCTOAHHO
InmepenuBaliCsa Pa3HbIMU IIBETaMU U BRITJIAOE]I NCKIIIOYUTEIIEHO KPAaCHUBEIM.



«9TO OTIIEYaTOK OT CXKATUg MOUX AT MakcuMoOB. f maMm ero Bam. Bel MOXKeTe OTIYCTUTD €ro, eClIu
CTOJIKHETECH C KaKOU-11u00 omacHOCTEIO. [laxke eciu 3T0 OymeT JlereHma ¢ ABYMS WU TPEMS
MaxkcuMaMH, OTIIeYaTOK CMOXKET OTPa3uTh UX aTaky. OmHaAKO BpeMs OTpaxkeHus OymeT oueHb
KOPOTKHM. BaM mpupméTcst BOCIIOIb30BATHCS 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTBIO U cOexaTh. OOLIYHO, KOTa
TIOSIBJISIETCST MOM OTIIeYaTOK MakcuMa, opyras CTOPOHAa Y3HAaeT, YTOo 9TO . f Bepio, YTO MOE UMS [0
CUX IIOP SBNSIETCSA BIUSATENbHBIM B IUBUNIN3AIMY 3aKIUHATENEH...»

[Tocne Toro, kak Jlerespma 3ago ckasam 3TO, OH YOApWUJI Pa3HOILBETHLIM CBETOM II0 pPyKe MepinuHa.
9T0 OBIJIO ITOX0XKE Ha CJerka OKpallleHHOe POOUMOE IISITHO.

MepnuH I0YyBCTBOBAI, YTO, €CITH OH 3TOTO II0XKeaeT, OH CMOXKEeT UCII0Ib30BaTh 9TOT OTIeYaTOK.
9To OBLT METO[ CTIaCeHusI, KOTOPEIH JlereHma 3amo mam MepnuHy, 3TO IPSIMO YKa3BIBAJIO Ha TO, UTO
OH TTpuOaBaj 60JIbIIOe 3HAYEHNE CBOEMY VUEHHUKY.

«Cnacu6o, Yuutenb 3ago!»

MeprnuH OBIJT TPOHYT 3TUM XKeCToM 3a00THl. X0Ts JlereHna 3afo OB OUeHb 9KCTPEMAaNIbHBIM B CBOUX
IEeNCTBUSIX, OH 3all[UIlaj CBOETr0 yUeHHUKa.

«XMMM, MepnuH, Korfia TH Oymelb MyTeleCcTBOBaTh, KaK MOY YUEHHUK, [0 TeX IOp, II0Ka TH He
CTONKHEIILCS C 3acmykeHHbIMU JlereHnaMu, TeOe He TPUAETCS HU 0 UEM OECIIOKOUTHCS. A mepeHecy
OCHOBHYIO TSI2K€CTh JII000# CephE3HOM mpo0eMbl. BCE, UTO BaM HYKHO CHOEeaTh, 9TO He OMO30PUTh
MeHs, IOHIMaeTe?»

«9M, g IOHUMaAlo!»

MepnuH nocMoTpes Ha JOCTOMHOTO U 3HepruyHoro Bonme6HuKa nepen co0oi 1 oYyBCTBOBa ce0st
HEMHOTO ONemuBIIEM. Pa3Be OH ceiiyac He MOOyKIaeT CBOET0 YYeHUKA UCKATh HEMPUATHOCTU? TeM
He MeHee, 3TO YYBCTBO JIETKOH BCE03BOJIEHHOCTH OBLINIO AENCTBUTEILHO NOBOJIEHO KOM(POPTHEIM ...

«OmHaKO, eClii BB BCTPETUTE 3aciykeHHYI0 JlereHny, 3To OymeT MOBOJIBHO XJIOMOTHO. IToKa g He
chenarn cBoM MakcuM 3eMiy OKOHYaTEIbHEIM, CTapauTech He IPOBOLMPOBATh 3aCilyKEeHHBIX
Jlerenm.»

XOTS OH «IOOIIPsia» MepnuHa ImonafaTh B HEIIPUITHOCTH, JlereHma 3afo BCE ellle peKpacHo
0CO3HaBaJl, C MOCNECTBUSIMHU YETO OH MOXKET CIIPABUTHCS, @ C YeM HE MOXKET.

MepnuH 1noTepsn gap peurd. HacKombKo C10KHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTD 3aciyxkeHHYyo JlereHay? 3a BCE TO
BpPEMS UTO OH IIPOBEJI C MOMEHTA, KaK MOKuHYJ CraBHY0 3eMJIi0, OH BCTPETUII TOJIHKO OOHY
3acnyxeHnnyio Jlerenny, Kopons Yépuoro Oras B bamHe Pasyma u TO JIHIIb 110 CYACTINBOA
CITy4alHOCTH.

Y Bcell uBUNIM3aNYU 3aKIWHaTeneu OblI0 MHOTO JlereHmapHbIx BomneOHUKOB. TeM He MeHee,
3acnyxeHHble JlereHgwl OBUTH BCe elllé KpaliHe pegku. [laxke COTHM U3MEPEHUH, TIOPOH HE MOTIIH
poOuTh 3acinyxKeHHyo JlereHay.

«YVyuTtens, s1 6yny 0CTOpOXKEH!»
«XM, TOT[Ia UM U, KaK MOXKHO ObICTpEe OOCTUTHU CEObMOTO YPOBHSI!»

Jlerenpa 3apmo oTMaxHynach oT MeprnvHa, a MepiuH, B CBOIO OYepenb IOYTUTEILHO ITOKJIOHUIICA eMY,
Ipexpe 4eM IOKUHYTh 3aMOK.



3ateMm MepnuH cBg3acs ¢ pyHou Kopomnsa Yeproro OrHs.
«Y4uTenb, 1 TOTOBIIOCH IIOKHHYTH BoniieOHbIHM Topos, YToO0 Mo6poauTh 1o 3oHe I1yCcTOTHL. »
«30Ha [lyctoTs? BepHucs B bamHi Pasyma.»

MepnuH nomen B bam#io Pasdyma. Teneps, Koraa OH MOMy4na npuriamenue ot Kopons YepHoro
OrHs, eMy He HyKHO ObIJIO TPATUTh OYKY IIPUKIIIOYEHUH, ¥ OH OTIIPABUIICS MPSIMO Ha IeCTHaAIaThINA
JTax.

«XoTuTte MOOPOOUTE?»
Koponps YepHoro OrHs MOAHS TOJIOBY U CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHIL.

«[la, yautens. HUKTO emie He npomen nyTth MacTtepa Cunbl Pasyma. Ecnu g xouy
YCOBEPILEHCTBOBATb €T0, s1 He MOT'Y IIPOCTO OCTaBaThCS B OMHOM MecTe. TOJIBKO UCCIIenysl MUD, 5
MOTYy IIOJIy4UTh BO3MOXKHOCTb YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBATh cucTeMy Mactepos Cunsl Padyma! Kpome Toro, s
BCe ellé 3aKJIMHaTeNb, U MHe HyKHO CO37jaBaTh 3aKJIMHAHU...»

Koponb Yéproro Orus mpepBal MepiuHa, IPexk/e YeM OH CMOT 3aKOHYUTh 00bsICHeHHEe. MTHOBEeHUE
OH Koniebancs, mpexe 4eM CKa3aTh:

«MHe He4ero BaM [aTh, HO s BepIO, 4TO JlereHaa 3amo yxKe [aj BaM TO, YTO MOXKET CIACTH Bac B
KPUTUYECKOM cuTyaruu. HekoTtopele 3aciyxkeHHble JlereHasl yBaxkaioT ero. KpoMe Toro, BH Takxke
ssBnsieTech [loTeHnumanbHbIM Bonme6uukoM Bonme6Horo ropoaga. C aTUMU ABYMS
XapaKTepHUCTUKAMH, a TakKXkKe C TeM IIpegMeToM, KOTOPHIY faj BaM Jlerenna 3amo, OObIYHBIE
3akmuHATeNy He OYOyT aTakKoBaTh BaC C HAMEPEHWEM 3aIlyTraTh, IO3TOMY S MOT'Y OBITH CITOKOEH 3a
Baly 6e3omacHOCTh. OIHAKO, €CITM BH CTONIKHETECH C OIIACHOCTHIO, a JlereHna 3afo HUYEro He
CMOZKET CieNiaTh, BBl MOXKETE CKa3aTh, UTO BBl MOY yYeHUK! B MPOTUBHOM clly4ae BaM HUKOMY HE
TI03BOJIEHO TOBOPHUTEL 00 3TOM, IIOHUMAETE?»

Ceppoue MepnuHa pporuyno. Kazamnocsk, uto Kopons Yéproro OrHst ObIT 0YeHb caepkKaH, U ObIT
TIOJITPHOM ITPOTUBOIIONIOXKHOCTHIO Jlerenze 3afo. JlereHaga 3afo X0Tel, YTOOH BCe 3HAMIA O TOM, YTO
MepnuH ero yueHuK, B TO BpeMs Kak Koposnb YépHoro OrHs He X0TesI, YTOOBI KTO-TO 3HaI 00 9TOM U
CTapaJicsl He IIPUBJIEKaTh K CBOE IMEPCOHEe TUITHETO BHUMaHMUS.

«4 morumarlo!»

«Xopotto, uguTe. f HafeI0Ch, YTO B CIIEAYIOMIKUY pa3, KOT{a BE BepHETECh B BomieOHbIM TOPof, 5
CMOTY YBUIETH Balll IIporpecc!»

MepnuH 3HaJ, YTO «yIIydIlIeHHe», KOTOpoe XoTel yBumeTh Kopons YépHoro OrHs, ObIIO yIydLIIeHHEM
CUCTeMHI KynbTuBauuu Cumiel Pazyma. MepiuH MOT IUIIb KUBHYTH, a 3aTeM €ro BeIC/Iaiu U3 baliHu
Pa3ymMma, okyTaB GeJIbIM CBETOM.
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