«4 He IIPpEeAaCTaBIIAN, 9YTO 3TO USMEPEHNE NMEET TaKOe 1300uII1e pecCypcCos. HGYJII/IBI/ITGHBHO, qTo0
HereHuapHHe Bomnie6HuKK YXOOHUJIA B 30Hy HYCTOTBI Ha IIOUCKH I/I3MepeHI/Ifl " CPaAXKaJlnucChb C Ooramu
3a BO3MO2KHOCTb HMH 06HaHaTB s

Korma MepnuH nokuHyn Mara3ud CiaBHoro [[BopIia, ero cepate ObI0 HAlloTHEHO TPEIBKYIIEHEM
MHOZKEeCTBa yymec. TaM OH BUOEJ He TOJIbKO Pa3/IMYHbIe 3aKJTUHAHUS, CIIOCOOHOCTH U 3€J1bs,
KOTOPBIE HAMHOTO IIPEBOCXOUIIY aHAJIOTUYHBIE B CITaBHOM 3eMJie, HO ¥ OTPOMHBIN aCCOPTUMEHT
HHTPEeINEHTOB [JIs 3eJIMH U MaTEePHUAJIOB OIS aJIXUMHUH.

Ecnu kT0-mu60 u3 3aknuHarteneir CraBHOM 3eMJIM YBUOUT 3TU MaTeprasibl, OHU OYAYT OIIeJIOMIIEHE,
II0OTOMY 4YTO HEKOTODHIE U3 3TUX MaTepHasioB IPaKTUYECKU UCYEe3TIU B UX MUDe. 3[4eCh, OODHAKO, OHU
OBLIT OTHOCUTEIBHO OOBIYHEIMU NTpeAMeTaMy U He CYUTAIUCh 0CO00 [IEHHEIMHU.

Bcé, uTo MepiuH yBUEN CETONHS, 3aCTaBUJIO €ro MOYyBCTBOBATh, YTO TaK Ha3biBaeMas CllaBHas

aroxa 3aKIuHaTenew, ObIBIIas JalE€KUM IPOMITEIM B CllaBHOM 3eMIle, Ha CAaMOM [iejie He IIPOIIa.
HampoTtus, oHa nmpogonkanach B COTHAX U THICI4YaX Pa3HBIX U3MepeHui. I'me-To 3akmIrHaTeIu BCe
eIll€ HaXOOUJIKCh Ha MMHUKEe CBOET0 PAa3BUTHS!

«MacTep, Kya MbI HallpaBisieMCs cerdac?»

«Kyna? KoHeuHo, mpsiMo B ropop TaraH. YeM paHbllle MBI HalileéM KapTy ¥ IIaXTy CTUXUHUHBIX
KPUCTAJIJIOB, TeEM MeHblIlle OyneT npobiem.»

MepnuH GbIT HACTPOEH KpaiiHe pemuTebHO. OH OOIKEeH KOHTPOJIMPOBATh 3TOT OTPOMHBINM PyIHUKA.
Kak TonbKO OH 3aBiajeeT UM, OH OymeT o0nafaTh HeBooOpa3uMeIM GoraTcTBoM. icxons u3 obumus
PECYpPCOB ¥ OTKPHITOTO PHIHKA B 9TOM U3MEPEHHUH, 10 TeX 0P, I0Ka y Hero OyOyT 3JeMeHTalbHbe
KPUCTAJITHYECKNE KAMHHU, OH CMOXKET KYIIUTh JII000€ COKPOBHILE, KOTOPOE 3aX0YeT.

[TosTomy MepnuH 04eHb XOTeJ MOCHEeuTh B ropon Taran. Bonme6uuk TeMHoM HOuM Koebarcs,
CJIOBHO OH XOTEeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO OCTaHOBUJICS.

«T'oBopu, 4TO TEOS OECIIOKOUT?»

MepnuH MOT BUAETD, YTO €ro pab XoTesn YTO-TO cKa3aThb. BommeOouuk TeMHOM HOUM TITy0OKO
B3[OXHYJI U TUXUM T'OJIOCOM CKa3all:

«YuuTens, s XxoTes ObI CHaYasia MOUTH Ha ropy BeuHol HouM 1 3a0paTh HEKOTOPHIX U3 MOUX
IIOOYMHEHHHBIX, YTOOLI IIOMOYb BaM!»

HctunHOE HaMepeHue BonmeOHuka TeMHOM HOYM COCTOSITIO B TOM, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh €T0
IIOMYMHEHHHIX C BEPIIMHEI TOphl Beuno#t Houu cimemoBaTh 3a MepnuHoM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MepnuH
OBLT MOTYIIIECTBEHHHIM 3aK/IMHATENIeM U3 IPyroro Mupa. IlogunHenne MepnuHy He OBITIO HU
KalleJIbKd YHU3UTENTbHBIM, ¥ 9TO MOIJIO Ol laXke B Ja/IbHEHIIIEM IPUHECTU UM OOJIBINYIO OJTb3Y.



OcobenHo, ecnu ObI OHM TTOCTIENOBAJH 32 MepIuHOM IIPSIMO ceiidac. ITocie Toro, Kak OHU YCIIEIITHO
3aBOIOIOT MTPaABO 00/IafiaTh IMIaXTOM, MepyuH ONpeaeeéHHo MEeapo BO3HATPAOUT UX.

['y6rl MepnuHa H30THYIUCH B c1aboit ynriOKe. EcTecTBeHHO, OH BUAEN IJIaHbl TeMHOM HOYM, HO eMYy
HyKHa OblJIa OOMOJIHUTeNIbHAS ToMoInb. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, ITOCJie TOT0, KaK OHU HaUAyT WIaxTy U
BO3MOXKHO Cpa34TCs 3a He€ C APYTUMHU UCKaTensaMu 60raTcTBa, eMy OHano0sATC TI0OU A7 JOOBI YU
kpucrawios. Y Bonme6Huk TEMHON HOYM CO CBOMMU NTONYMHEHHEIMY OBUIM IyYIIUME KaHAUOATaMU
Ha 3Ty paboTy.

Pa3wmepimnisas 06 3ToM, MepiauH KUBHYIL.

«3T0 65110 OB MyApPO. [TaBaii momporaeMcs ¢ nequ Ouimu, ¥ Torga MBI CMOXKEM OTIIPABUTHLCS K TOpe
Beunoi HOUH.»

«Ila MacTtep!»

Bomnme6uuk TemHo# HOYM OB B BocTOpre. OH IIOCIIENINT BEPHYTHCS B pe3upeHIuio nenu Oummu
BMeCTe ¢ MepIuHOM.

B Gompiiom 3ane ropopa TaraH, TUlL0 Ipe3ufeHTa YUHCTOHA IoMpadHeno. OH TOJIBKO YTO IOTYYUTT
n3BecTue, 4To BonmeOHUK TeMHOU HOYM, 3aKIMHATENb, C KOTOPHIM OH HelaBHO [JOTOBapuBascCs, He
youn negu ®unnu. Bmecto sToro ox nosisuiics B boynmep Cutu.

XoTs YUHCTOH OBII IPEe3UAEHTOM, TPU YJIeHa eT0 CEMbY ObITM CTApEUITHHAMHU TOPT'OBOTO COI03a B
ropope TaraH. [ToaToMy ceMbsi YUHCTOHA 3 PeKTUBHO KOHTPOIXPOBAJa BECh TOPO]I.

«YepT Bo3bMH, Obina 11 BommeOHUK TeMHOM HOUM MOOKYIIEH emu Oummu?»

JIutio YuHCTOHA Ka3aj10Ch 0O4eHb MpayHbIM. OH paccMaTpuBall pa3fiiyHble BapUaHTH
IIPOU3OILENIIero, HO, B KOHIe KOHIIOB, HA OOWH U3 HUX He Ka3ajcd eMy BeposATHEIM. OH He IIOHUMAJI,
noyemy Bonue6uuk TeMHOM HOYM OTIIYCTHUI Jlenu Oumu.

Ilo cux mop Bce HOBOCTH, KOTOPHIE TIOTyYUIT YUHCTOH, 3aKJTI0YaJIUCh B TOM, YTO er0 U jnenu dumnnm
Bunenu B boynmep-cutu. YTo KacaeTcs meTanel, HUKTO HUYEro He 3HaJl.



«YUHCTOH, COXpaHsil CIIOKOUCTBHUE!»

B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfila YUHCTOH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO HE 3HAET, YTO [eJIaTh, U €T0 OXBATUIU SMOIIUH,
COTHYBIIMICS CTapUK MeJJIeHHO BOIIEI B OOJIBIION 3all.

«A? Orel, mo4eMy BHI 30€Ch?»

YUHCTOH IOCTIENINII K CTaPUKY ¥ IIOMOT €My JOUTH U IPUCECTh. DTO OB €ro OTell, a TaKXkKe OfUH U3
CTapeuIIrH TOProBOTO COI03a B ropofe TaraH.

«ITouemy st 3mech? Ecmu OBl 51 He IPUIIEN, TH Obl, HABEPHOE, HBLJI, KaK MOTEePSHHBIM IIeHOK, He 3Has,
yTO feniaTh. Ha camoM fgerne, CyTh fiena 04eHb IpocTa. Thl He HOJKeH ObLT UCIIOIb30BaTh MOIO KapTy
KaK CPefCTBO [Jig IpuBnedeHus TeMHoM Houn. CKaxeM, eCIi BOPYT OH 3ax04deT O0IbIIyI0 [OJT0, KaK
THl [yMaelllb, YTO OH CHeJIaeT?»

YuncTton 3actoHasn. OH BAPYT MOAYMall 0 CAMOM yKaCHOM BapHaHTe Pa3BUTUS COOBITHH.

«OrTel1, BH UMeeTe B BUAY, 4TO BonmeOHuk TeMHON HOuM U nenu QUM OCTUTIM KAKOTO-TO
COTJIAIIeHUsI, ¥ OH PACKPHII 3HAHUS O IIaXTe CTUXUMHBIX KpucTannoB boyngep-Cutu? 3ateM oHU
00beIMHUIIN CBOU CUJIBI, YTOOHI IIOIYYUTE BCIO MIAXTy!»

YUHCTOH HAaKOHEII ITOHSJT CMBICTI CJIOB CBOETO OTIfa. COrIacHO MOJy4YeHHEIM HOBOCTSIM, BITOJTHE
BEPOSITHO, UTO Bomnme6HuK TeMHOM HOYM MOXKET CHe/laTh UMeHHO 3T0. Ecniu Bomie6HUKY TOphI
Beunoit Houn o6venunsATCS ¢ Boynmep-Cutu, To TaraH IefCTBUTEIHHO OKAXKETCS B OIIACHOM
CUTYalUH.

«Orerq, Torga 4To HaM fenath? ['opon Taran He MOXKeT IIPOCTO CUOETH U KAATh, II0Ka €T0
YHAYTOXKAT!»

Y Yuncrtona 6obine He ObII0 XKHU3HECIIOCOOHBIX pernennii. OH ObII Ype3BEIYaliHO B3BOJIHOBAH, U
MCKpPEeHHe CoxKaJlell 0 CBOEM OIIPOMETUYMBOM MOCTyNKe. Ecnu OBl OH cpa3y MOCyIIal 0Tiia, TO He
HaBJIEK OBl TaKy0 KaTacTpody Ha CBOM TOPOI.

«XMMM. YUHCTOH, ThI BCerfa Takou. HeyquBUTEIBbHO, UTO Thl HUKOT A HE SABJISAJICS JOCTOUHBIM
npoTUBHUKOM nenu Oumnnu! OTa XKeHIIMHA - DeNCTBUTENIbHO cuibHa. OHa CMOTIa BCEro 3a
HECKOJIbKO JIET ITPEBPATUTh Halll TOPOJ U3 0KKBJIEHHOTO TOPTOBOT'0 TOPOAa B CBa/IKY!

TeM He MeHee, KaK Tarad MOXeT IIPOCTO CUAETh M HUYero He [ejaTh? DTO OTPOMHBIN PYIHUK
CTUXUMHBIX KPUCTAJIJIOB. MOKEIITh U THI MPEACTaBUTh, HACKOJILKO OTPOMHEIM OBITIO OBI TAKOE
6oraTcTBO? MEI OBIITH CIIMINKOM XKaOHBIMH B ITPOIIIOM, ITBITAsCh MOHOIIOIM3UPOBATE €€ MJIsT Ce0sl.
OmHakKo HaJ0 MPU3HATLCS OHA HaM He 10 cuiaaM. M eciy MBI XOTUM IOJTYYUTh U3 HEE XOTh YTO-TO,
HaM HYKHO IeHCTBOBATh PEIIUTEIBHO.



[Toyemy OBl HAM He PACKPHITh €€ MECTOIOJIOKEHE MOTYIIeCTBeHHOMY BomninebHuky? Xe-xe, maxe
€CJI MBI TIOCTIEyeM 3@ HUM U MOJIyYUM TOJIBKO ITOJIOBUHY HOOBIBAEMBIX KPUCTAJIIOB, 3TOTO yXKe
OymeT Oosee yeM JOCTaTOYHO. MBI CMOXKeM pa3BUTh TaraH J0 KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOTO COCTOSTHUSA!»

Ceprnue YuncTtoHa cxamnoch. [TooBuHA? JT0 OBIIO CIUIIKOM Masio. [lake B COTPYIHUYECTBE C
Bonme6rukomM TEMHOY HOUM OH ofelnan eMy TOIbKO [IBe JeCATHIX.

C mpyro¥t CTOPOHBHI, ceryac OTell IpeaJiaraj f0BOIbCTBOBATLCS TOJILKO ITOJIOBUHOM. YUHCTOHY OBIIIO
IOBOJILHO CJIOXKHO 3TO IIPUHSTE.

«Orew, 9T0 TBOA BOJIS UM Bojid CoBETa CTaperIInH?»

YUHCTOH CIIPOCUIT OCTOPOXKHO.

«XMMM!»

Crapuk mpoBopYas. « YUHCTOH, THl BCE €Ill€ He B COCTOSTHUM SICHO IOHSATh TEKYIIYIO CUTyaI[Hio?
[Toxoxe, TH AEUCTBUTEILHO HE TOOUIILCS OBITH IPE3UIEHTOM TOPTOBOTO anbsiHca B TaraHe. 3TOT
BoTpoc 0wl peméH CoBeToM cTapeiinuH. Temeps Bce, YTO Tebe HYXKHO CHENIaTh, 9TO OTIIPABUTHCS B
Buck-CuTty u IogapuTh KapTy CTUXUIHOTO pyaHuKa Bonme6uuky TamOepTy. [IoMHHM, YTO Thl MOXKEIIh
COTJIaCUThLCS Ha JTI00BIE YCIIOBUS, HO YOeOUCh, UTO IIaxTa [OJIKHa pa3pabdaThiBaThCS HALIUMU JIIOObMU
Y MBI JOJIXKHEI II0JTy4aTh KaK MUHUMYM II0JIOBUHY JOOBIYHU!»

JIuno YuHCTOHA 3HAYUTENBHO M06nenHen0. OH He MOT He BO3MYTHUThCS.

«Ore1, pa3e CoBeT CcTapeuInuH He MoHUMaeT? ['opon brCK Takoil OTPOMHBIM, ¥ IPEBOCXOAUT HAC Ha
TOJIOBY BO BCEM. KpoMe TOro, Kak caMbIii BIUSTENbHbIM YenoBeK B buck-Cutu, Bonmebuuk TambepT -
MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIN BoseOHUK cempbMoro ypoBHs. Kak TOIbKO OH MOMAAET B IIaXTy, OCTAHETCS JIU B
Hel yTo-HuOymb s Tarana? Kpome Toro, Tpe6oBaTh TONBKO MTOJIOBUHY - CIIUIIKOM GO0JbIIas OTEPS
miis Hac. [laBadiTe mogyMaeM elnné pa3. Bo3M0XKHO, eCTh KaKOH-TO OPYro# crocod, KOTOPEIM MEI
MOXK€EM IIPOTHUBOCTOSITh 00beIMHEHHBIM cuiaM boynmep-Cutu u ropel Beunoit HouHol, He oToaBas
Hatre 6oraTcTBo TaMOepTy!»

YUHCTOH, ecTecTBeHHO, 3Hall 0 BonmebHuke TamOepTe u3 ropoga buck. OH 6v11 Bonime6HUKOM
HOMEP OfIMH Cpenu OeCUHUCIeHHEIX TOPOIOB B 3TOM paiioHe. OH OB MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIM BoiieOHUKOM
CembMOTO YPOBHSI, KOTOPHIN KOTTa-TO YOI 3eMHOT0 IyXa CembMoro ypoBHs. Kpome Toro, 6raromaps
ero CyIIeCTBOBaHUIO, Maxe Gomee cBupemnsie BonmeOHuKY He 0CMeNUBATUCh BHI3LIBATD
HETIPUSTHOCTH BO3JIe BUCK-CUTH.

Omnako TambepT ObI XKagHbIM. ECNTM OH y3HAET, YTO I'Ie-TO €CTh CTUXUUHAS ITaXTa WU KaKKUe-TO
pPeOKue PecypcHl, OH CIEIINT Ty[a IIPY IePBOH XKe BO3MOKHOCTH, YTOOH! 3aBNIafleTh 3TUMHU
foraTcTBaMHU. ITO CIYYAIOCh HECKOJIBKO pa3 Mpexkfe, M03TOMY YUHCTOH HE MOT IOHSITE, II0YEMY
CoBeT cTapeHmnH fo0OPOBOJILHO CHAET maxTy TambepTy.



Kak TONIbKO 3TO HpOHSOﬁI[éT ropono TaraH He IMOJIYYUT HU OJHOI'O KPHCTaJIJIMKa.

«Thl ©AUOT. YUHCTOH, Ha YeM OCHOBaH ropop Taran? 9to 6usnec! Ecnu 6usHec 3meck OymeT
IIpOLIBETaTh Kak mo6oyHkwlil 9phekT pa3pabaTriBaeMol PSOOM IIaXTH, TO He OyIeT UMeTh 3HaYEHUS,
Iaxke eClid Mbl HUYET0 He MoNIy4uM. bojiee TOTo, MOCKOJIbKY MBI 10 OOPO# BOJie OTHAAUM IIaxTy
Tam0epTy, OH, KOHEYHO, OCTABUT HaM HEeOOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh. TaKUM 00pa3oM, MBI MOXKEM BHITIE3TH U3
KOTmHI!

OmHakKo, eCiid MBI HE CHOEeaeM 3TOTO, HaM IPUAETCS CTOKHYTHCS C COBMECTHOM aTaKOW CO CTOPOHEI
ropsl Beunoit Hounoit u Boynpep-Cutu. Korpa 3To npou3oi€eT, Bech ropon Taran OyoeT CTEPT C
nuia 3eMIH. Torga Kako# CMBICTT HePKaThCs 3a IIaxXTy?»

CrnoBa cTapuKa 3aCTaBUJIU JIULO YUHCTOHA IOHUKHYTE. [[€CTBUTEIbHO, IPUYKHA, 110 KOTOPOou Taran
I0TIaJT B TaKKWe OTOPOCH, 3aKJII0YaEeTCsI B TOM, YTO UX MPEANPUSITHAS HE CMOTJIU IIPOIBETaTh. Bece
npennpusTus Oy epeHecensl boynmep-Cutu.

Ecnu Gbl MOKHO ObIIO pa3pabaThBaTh MIAXTY, OHA He Oblyla OBl TepeMellleHa He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO,
KTO Biajen eio. C TOYKYU 3peHus reorpaduyeckoro mojaoKeHus, OJIMKaWIIIM FopoIoM ORI TOPOT,
Taras, moaTomy ropoq Taras MOT OBl M3BJI€Yh BHITOMY U3 3TOTO IIPEUMYIIECTBA ¥ BOCCTAHOBUTHLCS [0
COCTOSIHMSI ITPOLIBETAOIIET0 TOPIOBOI'0 TOPOa.

«B3mox...»

YuHCTOH T11y00KO B3MOXHY ¥ KUBHYI.

«Ortel, He BoNHYMCS. 91 ceryac xKe mocrenty B ropox buck u npurnamy Tambepra ciomal»

«Xopoito, Torga Bo3bMH ¢ co60# Gonbiie monei. He mo3Bonsiite Boynmep-Cutu y3HaTh 00 9ToM. Uou
cergac.»

YUHCTOH cpa3y Haudasl IOAr0TOBKY K moe3nke. Hourlo U3 ropoga Taran Beiexasia KapeTa U TUXO
rmoMyasnach B CTOPOHY ropopa buck.
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