Ha tuxom nnsxe y Bxoma B Peruone TeMHOM Maruu Hafi IeCKOM BCE €Ill€ PE3BUIACh CTasi MOPCKUX
IITUIL. ITO OBL/Ia CIIOKOMHAas, 6e3MATeKHAS CIleHa.

«Vo ..»

MepmnuH riy00KO B3OOXHYIL.

«CmaBa 60ry, Bce [IOIKHO OBITh XOPOIIO».

Borbime Bcero ero 6ecrnokouso To, uTo Pernon TeMHOM Maruu nopgseprcs HanageHuio O3my.
Opuako, cyns no Bcemy, Pernon TemHoit Maruu Bce ere 0bl1 MUPHBIM. YTO KacaeTcs TOUHBIX
COOBITHH, KOTOpPHIE TPOU3OIIIIH U3-3a Xa0Ca B I0XKHOM MUPe 3aKIuHATesel, BHI3BAHHOT'0 BOMHOM
MeXMy TPeMs OCHOBHBEIMHU OpraHu3auusMu u O3My, To Kj1aH Mujn o61agan orpaHnYeHHON
nHpopmanuen. Pernon TemHoM Maruu, 6yny4u opranu3saiuei 3akirHaTeNnel, JoIKeH 3HaTh 00
9TOM OOJIblIIe.

MepiuH X0TeJl y3HaTh BCIO HCTOPHIO, II0O3TOMY OH Hadas OBICTPO UATH 10 HAIIPABIEHUWIO K KaMEHHOH
TabuukKe.

Yéepusii KOT [ITUAUMOCC He TIOSIBUJICS. Mep/iuH He CTal 3aAyMBIBaThCS 00 3TOM U IIOCIIEIINIT JasiblIle.

Ero okyTan npo3padHbi CBET, [10CIIe Yero nepen MeparHOM OSBUIUChE MHOTOYUCIIEHHEIE BEICOKUE
OammHu. OH CHOBA BEepPHYJICS B 3HAKOMEIM Peruon TemHo# Maruu.

MepnuH He MOT TIOHSITh, YTO OH Ha CaMOM [iejie YyBCTBOBaJ K Peruony TemHoi Maruu. YTo KacaeTcs
TOTO, YTO OH OOJIbIIIEe BCETO LIEHUI 3[1eCh, 3T0 Bomme6uuk Jleo, Ho Bomme6Huk Jleo 6ol yKe MEPTB.

XoTs Ka3anoch, uTo Perrnon TeMHOM Maruu He oka3as MepnuHy 0co0o0ii IOMOIIX, OH BCe XKe 0Ka3all
Oonbiioe BIUSHUE Ha Hero. TOJIBKO IOCJIe TOTO, KaK OH IprucoequHuics K Peruony TemHoit Maruw,
MepnuH OeiCTBUTENIBHO Hadyall CTAHOBUTHLCS CUJIbHEE.

Cmoco6roctu JIeMoHa ITaHIOPEl, KOTOPEIMU OH 00J1afas He OBLIN IIpenocTaBiieHbl PernonoM TeMHOM
Marwuu, HO 30ech OH nony4usn Pyruueckoe Ceppaie.

Kpome Toro, MepmuH Bcerpa 6ymeT 3aknuHaTteneM TemHou Maruu. TemHass Marust Ovlia IPOYHO
3areyvariieHa Ha ero pemnyrtamnuu. OTo OBIIO Tak Xke, Kak U ¢ BonmebHukoM JIeo, KOTOPEINA OBIT
rpo3HbIM Graromaps I'ma3y TeMbl, KOTOPHIHM HE KMeNl HUKAKOTr0 OTHOIIeHUs K Pernony TeMHOM
Maruu, ogHaKO UMEHHO C 3TOM OpraHu3allel ero Bcerga COOTHOCUIIH.

To xe camoe Ob110 1 ¢ MepnuHOM. He3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO OH MOTYIIIECTBEHEH, HACKOIbKO



y2KACHBI eT0 CIIOCOOHOCTH, OH OymeT pacCMaTPUBATHCS KakK 3akmuHaTesnb u3 Pernona TemHol Maruu.
OH He cMoxeT u3bexaTh BMusSHUSI Perrona TeMHON Maruu, eciid TONBKO He MOCTYNHUT, Kak Kiedic, u
He IIpefacT ero.

TeM He MeHee, MepnuH noanucan KOHTPAKT BHICIIEN KaTeropuu ¢ Pernonom Temuou Maruu. OH He
MOT TIpefiaTh UX, faxke ecnu Ovl x0Ten. HecMoTps Ha cuily MakcrMa, KUBYIIETO ceildac B eT0
Oco3nanuu, MepiauH He MOT PACTOPTHYTh KOHTPAKT BHICIIEN KATErOPUMU.

Cuauasna MepnuH X0Tel TOCTIeUTh K OamHe 3aknuHaTesell cebMoro YpoBHs, HO OH HallPaBUJ
B3IJIA[ Ha APYIyIo OalllHIo, CTOSAIIYI0 HAa PAcCTOSSHUU. JTO Onlna OamHsa BonmeOHuka Jleo.

Bonme6uuk JIeo 6s11 MEPTB. CornmacHo mpaBuiaM Pernona TemHON Maruu, OamHs qomkHa OBITh
CHeceHa B TeueHHe rofia, Ho OamHs Bone6HuKa JIeo 1o cux mop Obljla HETPOHYTA.

MepnuH ocMOTpen Ha Heé u nogyMas o Bomme6buuke Jleo. OH MOJHS TaflOHb U B3TJISIHYJT Ha
OarpoBslit r11a3. To ObUT BeTUYARIINY TOMAPOK, KOTOPEIM Bommebnuk Jleo coenan emy.

[TpocTo 3TOT BeNUKMiL Hap Telephb HOCTABIIAI €My YyJOBHUIIHYIO TOJIOBHYIO O0Jb.

MepnuH B3neten B He6o. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH Gosiblile He IOoJIarajics Ha JeTalolui UHCTPYMEHT [
noséta. Temeps OH ObIT HACTOSNIUM 3aKIHHATEIEM YeTBEPTOT0 YPOBHS ¥ MOT HCITOIb30BATh
3aK/IMHaHUE TUma BeTpa, 4ToOH TeTaTh C OTHOCUTEIBHO IPUINYHOM CKOPOCTHIO.

HocTaToyHo CKOpo MepmuH mojieTen K GarHsIM Bomme6HIKOB CEAbMOT0 YPOBHS. ITO GBITIO MECTO,
3HAKOMOE €My, IIOTOMY YTO OH ObIBaJI 3[IeCh HECKOJIPKO pa3 PaHbIIIe.

B Gamusax 6butH ciiyru BomimeOHUKOB CegbMOT0 YPOBHSA. MepiiuH 3Ha ciyry Bosme6H1nKa cegbMoro
ypoBHsi Po6ua. Ero 3Banu ApBseiic.

YBumeB MepnuHa, CTPaHHLIN B3I MOSBUIICS Ha nuile Apsetica. OH IOCIIEIINIT BIEPEN U CKa3all
TUXUM T'OJIOCOM:

«Bomnme6HuK MepnuH, 9T0 OamHsa BomnmeOHIKOB CeIbMOro YPOoBHS. be3 mpurialieHus Ciofa Hellb3s
BXOMUTH. JIydllle, ecu BBl OBICTPO yHIETE OTCIONA.»

Ecnu 0wl 9T0 GBI KTO-TO OPYTo#, ApBelic Obl faXke HEMeJIEHHO IIPOTHAN ero. TeM He MeHee, MepnuH
OBl TOpa3UTeNbHEIM 3aKINHaTeNeM, Haubosee eHHHM B Pernone TemHol Maruu u 3aHuMarn
HeoOBIYHOe ToT0KeHue. [109ToMy, Taxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MepnuH MpubHIT K GalrHIM
Bomme6HUKOB celbMOT0 YPOBHS 6e3 pa3pelneHusi, ApBeiic He ITOCMeNT BHITHATH €r0 HEMe[IJIEHHO.

BripaxeHnue MepirHa He H3MeHUIOCh. IIocMOTpeB Ha ApBelica, OH CIIOKOMHO CKa3a:



«Bomnme6ruK ApBeiic, roe Bonmebuuk Pobusi? f umiy ero mo BaKHOMY BOIIPOCY.»

«Bomnmebuuk Pobus?»

Apsgetic Obi1 ciyrou Bonme6uuka Poouu. EcTecTBEHHO, OH 04€Hb XOPOIIO 3HaI ero
MecTOHaxoxfeHue. ToT ¢pakT, 4To y MepiuHa ObI0 KaKoe-TO BaxkHOe fienio K Bonme6uuky Pobua,
3acTaBui ApBelica HEMHOTO ITOK0JIe0aThC.

TeMm He MeHee, ApBeliC IPUHSI BO BHUMaHUE 0C000€e ToJI0KeHne MepiiuHa ¥ KUBHYIL.

«B aToM ciy4yae BaM MPUOETCS HEMHOTO MTOOXKAaTh. Bone6uuk Pobus u npyrue Bomme6Huky
CeIbMOTO YPOBHS 00CYKIalOT XKU3HEHHO BazKHBIM Bompoc. [Ipo1io gBa JHS ¢ MOMEHTa Hadasa ux
3aceJaHus.»

«O06CcyxkaeHne BaxXHOT0 Borrpoca? Ouu B 3ane TemHou Maruu?»

Mepnun ynomsinyn 3an TeMHoM Maruu, rge BonieOHUKY ceqbMOTO YPOBHS COOMPAUCh OISl BCTPeY,
yTOORI PEIIUTh OCHOBHBEIE BOTPOCH Perunona TeMHou Maruu. 3aj ObIT 3alIuIlIEH PyHUYecKuM
Maruueckum Kpyrowm.

«Bepno, Bonme0Ouuky B 3ane TeMHou Maruu».

Kak TonmbKo ApBerc IIOATBEPOUII €ro AoraAKy, MepiauH rucues BO BCIBILIKE, KaK MpuBUaeHue. M3-3a
€ro CKOPOCTH ApPBEC He MOT SICHO BUAETh, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIIO.

«Bomnuie6HUK MeprnuH, BHL...»

Bomme6uuk ApBeiic cMOTpen Beiaen MepnuHy ¢ pa3uHYTHM pToM. OH ToXke ObIT 3aKIHMHATeIeM
YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS, HO, YBUAEB CKOPOCTh MepiirvHa, OH IIOHSJ, YTO HE CMOXKET [OTHATh €ro.

Bosee Toro, B TOT MOMEHT APBEIC IIOYyBCTBOBAJI MyTAIOUIYIO CHIIy MepiuHa. TeM He MeHee, OH Tak
OBICTPO HCYe3, KakK 6yaTo 3T0 ObIsIa MPOCTO UIITIO3HUS.

«Kak 0H MOXeT OBITh TAKUM OBICTPHIM?»

HecwmoTps Ha TO, 4TO ApBelic He MOT forHaTh MepiuHa, eMy BCe PaBHO IPUIIIOCH CIEIIUTh 3a HUM.
B npoTHBHOM CiTy4ae, eC/ OH OeWCTBUTEIIBHO II03BOIUT MepIIUHY CTONKHYThCS C BonmeOHUKaMu
cembpMOTo ypoBHs, OymyT Oonbiiue npobnemsl. He Tonbko MeprnvH OyneT Haka3aH, HO ¥ eMy CaMOMy
[OCTaHEeTCS.

MepnuH ObITT 04eHb OBICTP, HO OH He UCIOJIb30Baj Benwimky Betpa. MHaue on Obi Ol e1rié OrICTpEe.



MepnuH He OBITT 3HAKOM C 3TOM OalltHel, HO OH paHblile ObiBal B 3ane TeMHou Maruwu, u ero Cumna
Pasyma GBICTPO HalllJla 3TO MECTO.

Ecnu Pobus u mpyrue BonieOGHUKY celbMOro YPoBHS cobpanuchk B 3ane TemMHoW Maruu, DOIKHO
OBITH ITPOM3OIIIIO YTO-TO BaXKHOE. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TEIePh, KOT{Ia BECh I0KHBIA MUD 3aKIHHATeIen
IIOTPY3UJICS B Xa0C, HeJIb3sl ObIT0 0OMaHKIBATHCSI MHUMBIM CITIOKOMCTBHEM B Pernone TeMHON Marwuu.
Odurnmanpubie yneHbl Peruona TeMHou Maruu uMenu cBou COOCTBEHHBIE KaHabl nHGopManuu. OHU
3HaJIM, YTO Xa0C MOTJIOTUJI BHEIITHUN MUP.

Odunuansuble 4neHb Pernona TeMHoM Maruu 3Hauu 0 CUTyaluu CHapyxku. CrieioBaTeIbHO, 3TO
HeMe[JIEHHO IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO pa3lnuyHble MaTepHralbl OIS 3e/Iii, 3aKJIMHAHUS U JIpyTrue
npenMmeTh bamuu PecypcoB 6biii 00MeHeHH! B 0071bI10M 00b€Me. HeKoTophle 3aKIMHATENHN YKe
IIOATOTOBUIIUCE. HUKTO He MOXKET rapaHTUpOBaTh, 4TO Pernon TeMHOM Maruu He OKaXeTCs BTSIHYT B
Xaoc.

B yactHOCTH, O3My 06BsBUII 06 YIPO3€ BCEM OpPTraHU3alUsIM I0KHOT0 MUpa 3aknuHatenei. OHu
OBLIM CyMaclllefiiei TPYINON U BHIIOIHSIN CBOE obemlanue. Pernon TeMHOM Maruu Takxke
IIOMIBEPTaJICS PUCKY.

[Toatomy Pervon TemHOU Maruu menasn TaliHble IPUTOTOBJIEHUS.

IoctaToyHO CKOpO MepmnuH gocTur Bxofa B 3an TeMHor Maruu. OH clerka npuiiypuics u
00HapyKHUJI, YTO iBePh OblJIa ITIOKPHITA IJIOTHHIMU Y30paMH PYH.

BonpmuHCTBO 3aKIMHATENeH BoOOIIe He CMOTYT IIPOUTH 9TH PYHBL. 3aKJIHHATEIN CeIbMOTO YPOBHS
He MOTJIM ITPOPBAThCSI CKBO3b HUX CHJION. TeM He MeHee, 9TO He OBIJI0 CePhE3HBIM IPETISITCTBUEM [IJIs
Mepnuna. On o6mapman Pyauueckum CepaiieM, KOTOPOe MOTJIO JIETKO pacIyTaTh jobbie PyHu4eckue
Marwnyeckue Kpyru.

B gacTHOCTH, eMy OBLIO eII€ Tpollle, ecnu 3TO Obln Pynuuyeckuit Maruyeckuii Kpyr B Peruone
TemHOU Maruu.

Mepnus ri1y00Ko B3MOXHYII, Tocye yero Pynudeckoe Cepaiie Mexkay ero OpoBel IOCTETIEHHO
3aMmepiiano. TauHCTBeHHbIe PYHBI OBICTPO IIOJIETENIH K ABepsiM 3asia TeMHou Maruu.

Paspancs ryn. Pyaudeckuit Marudeckuu Kpyr 3ana TemHoi Maruu, nop gerctsueM PyHU4YeCKOro
Cepana, Hadas IOCTEIIEHHO pacTBOPAThCS. Bech PyHuueckuit Marudeckuit Kpyr morepsin cBoé
OelCTBHe B OOHO MTHOBEHHE.

MeprnuH JIeTKO IPOTSHYJ PYKY U CJierkKa HajaBuI Ha ABepHU. Pa3mancst oTY4ETIUBHIM 3BYK, KOTa
CTBOPKHU MEMJIEHHO OTKPBIIUCE.

«Bomme6Huk MepnuH, HET!»



ApBelic HaKOHeI] OTHAaJI €ro, HO OH omo3pai. Korma oH yBugen, Kak MepiuH pacnaxHyll IBEepH, OH
TIOHSJI, YTO Ha 9TOT pPa3 HaKa3aHue OblI0 Hen30eXKHBIM. [109TOMY BHIpakeHue 00MIbl HAIOTHHUIIO €T0
I71a3a, KOrfa OH IOCMOTPesI Ha MepiuHa.

«Kak ThHI CMeellb Tak HarjIo BTOpraThcd B 3an TemHOM Maruu?»

B3rnsamel Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOMIMX ObIIM HAIIPABIIEHH! IPSIMO Ha [IBepHU. BrafenbliaMy 9TUX B3TJISIIOB
ObLIM BCe MOTYIIECTBeHHBIe 3aKJIMHATENM CEeIbMOI0 YPOBHS, KOTOPHIE 3aHUMAJIA BEICOKKE TIO3ULIUU B
Perunone TemHo# Maruun.

OpHako, mocje Toro Kak MepnuH ux mo0eCIIOKOWI, BEIpaXKEHUS JIUI 3TUX 3aKJIMHATEJ e, KOTOPhIe
UTaK OBIIM B IIJIOXOM HaCTPOEHUH, CTAJIU elll€ MpayHee.

«Mepnusa?»

YBumes, 4To 3T0 OBIT MepinuH, OHU OBUIH B HEJOYMeHUN. MepiuH OBl TeHUaIbHBIM 3aK/IMHATeNeM,
BHICOKO IIeHMMBIM Perunonom TemHou Maruu. TeM He MeHee, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, TOCTOUHCTBO
3ak/MHaTeNel cegbMOT0 YPOBHS MO-TIPekKHeMY OOJIKHO OBLIO MOofaepKUBaThCA. [IoaTOMYy
Bonure6HuK PoOus BCTanm SPOCTHO U B3PEBEI K IBEPHOMY ITPOEMY:

«ApBeluc, mo4YeMy Thl 3TO AOMYCTUII?!»

ApBeliC BCe ellé OIJIaKKBaJl CBOE HeCcYacThe U IPUCTaIbHO TIOCMOTpeN Ha MeprnrHa, [10ocie 4ero oH ¢
yBaXkKeHUeM BOIIEN B 60mbIoii 3a. OH TUXO CKa3al:

«Bomnuie6uuK Pobus, BonmeOHrK MepnuH cKa3aJll, YTO Y HET0 eCTb BaXKHbIM BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIHM OH
X0TeJ1 OBl 00CynuTh ¢ BomnmeOHUKaMy CegbMOr0 yPOBHSA. 1 He CMOT ero OCTaHOBUTE.»

«BaxHBIM BOIIPOC?»

[Tpu aTom BonmeOHuk Pobust mepekmouyus CBOE BHUMaHUe Ha MepiuHa U OlleHUBaIlle IT0CMOTPeN
Ha Hero. Ha camoM [{iefie OH yCIHBIIIAN CJI0Ba ApBelica 0 TOM, YTO OH He CMOT OCTaHOBUTh MepiuHa.

CnenyeT 3HaThb, 4TO ApBelic Ob 3aK/IMHATENIEM YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS, KOTOPOro Bomme6Huk Pobust
nuyHOo o0y4ain. Bo3MmoxkHocTu ApBelica CUMTaINCh CPaBHUTENIBHO OTPOMHBEIMYU B Peruone TeMHOM
Marwuu. Bruto KpaiiHe OgO3PUTENIBHO, YTO OH HE CMOT OCTaHOBUTH MepiuHa.

TeM He MeHee, TIOC/Ie TOT0, KakK PoOus TIaTeNnbHO OIleHUIa MepiirHa, OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO-TO 3aMETHII,
U B €ro rjla3ax MeJIbKHYJIO CTpaHHOe BhpaxeHue. Co ciiemaMu pafoCTy OH CIIPOCHUIL:

«Bomme6HuK MepnH, Th IPOPBAIC?»



«IIpopBanca?»

YcnrimaB, 4To cKalan BommeOuuk Pobust, Tonmna BonieGHUKOB CeIbMOT0 YPOBHS B 3aJie CTajla
CEpPBE3HOM, TOCKONIBKY OHM OBICTPO HAIPABWIIM CBOM B3TJISObI Ha MepnuHa.
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