['nmuHp npuBen MepiivHa B POCKOIIHYIO0 TOCTUHYI0. ITO OBIJT He KOH(pEPEHII-3al IOMECThS, a IBOP, T'Te
00OBIYHO OTIBIXAT BOCHMOM MpuHII. Kak mpaBuio, BOCEMOM IIPUHI] PEOKO BCTPEYasCs 3[eCh C
3aKJInHATEJISIMU.

«Bare KoposneBckoe BricouecTBo BochMoM mpuHIl, Bonmmebuuk Mepnus npuOsut!»
Bonme6uuk ['MyUHA TOYTUTENBHO OCTAJICS C HAPYXKH.
«Bomnire6HUK MepirH, 3aX0gUTe».

[onioc BochMOT0 IPUHIIA JOHECCS U3 TOCTUHON. CHapyXku BomnieOHUK ['MUHL yIBIOHYICS U IIPOBET
MeprnuHa B TOCTUHYIO.

OcBelleHne B TOCTHHOYN ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O TEMHEIM. MepJuH He UCIob30Ban Cumy Pasyma, 4To6b!
OoCMaTpuBaTh F'OCTHHYI0. BMECTO 3TOr0 OH IPUIIYPUJICS U IPOCTO OCMOTPET KOMHATY. 3aTeM OH
yBU[EJ BOCBMOTO IIPUHIIA, CUIEBIIET0 Ha CTYJe B IIEHTPe TOCTUHOM.

B pyke BockMOro mpuHIla Oblyla Yyallka KpoOBaBO KpacHOM XKuakocTd. OH BHUMAaTEIbHO ITPOO0BAI €€,
TI0-BUUMOMY, HaclaXaasch 9K30TUUECKUM OeTUKaTECOM.

«Bame KoposneBckoe BricouecTBO BOCbMOM IIPUHL, AHTEPECHO, YTO BaM HYKHO OT MEHS?» -
Me[JIEHHO CIIPOCHUJI MepJiuH Iocie TOTo, KaK OH CJlerKa ITOKJIOHUJICS IIPUHILY.

Korga BocbMoi puHIL yBUAeNl MepnuHa, OH cpa3y XkKe BCTall ¥ yKa3al Ha APYTYIo YallKy KpacHOU
JKHUOKOCTH Ha cTose. OH cKa3aJl C yJIbIOKOM:

«Bomme6HuK MepnuH, UOUTe U Iompo0yiTe. IT0 BUHO KpoBaBhli OTOHB, TPUTOK, KOTOPHINA FOPOT
Yanbc Tonbko 4TO nomapun Ero Benuuectsy. Tak, Tak... IT0 AeHCTBUTENIBHO BKYCHO. MHe yIanoch
TIOJTyYXUTh HEMHOTO C OOJIBIIIUM TPYLOM>».

«Buno KpoBaBEI OTOHB?»

VHuKaIbHBIA 3alaX BUHA TaKxXKe JOHOCUIICS o 000HsHUS MepiauHa. JII0O0mbITCTBO B3SI7I0 BEPX Hafl
HUM.

«Crmacu6o, Bame KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo.»

ITocne ToOro, Kak MepHI/IH BEIPA3HUJI CBOXO GHBFOJIapHOCTI: BOCBEMOMY IIPHHITY, OH BOCIIOJIb30BAJICA
BO3MOZKHOCTBIO 1 CJIETKa HpI/IT'y'6I/IJ'I BHHO.

«AX ...»

Xomom KOCHYJICS sI3BIKa, @ 3aTeM BO PTY PACIPOCTPAHUIICS OOTaThii apoMat BUHA. Ero BKyC ObIT
IEeNCTBUTEILHO 0YeHb MSATKUM, HO OMHOTO 9TOT'0, eCTECTBEHHO, OBIJI0 HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOH TaK
BOCXHIIIATh BOCHBMOTO IIPHUHIIA.

Kak pas, korga MepnuH co6upasics MoCTaBUTh OOKa, TYT 3Ke BO3HUKIIO KKeHHe, KOTOPoe
PAcCIPOCTPAHUIOCH U3 TOpJIa IPSIMO B JKUBOT. JTO OIIYIIEHHEe KKEHHUs 3aTeM ObICTPO
PaCIpPOCTPAHMUIIOCH TI0 BCEMY TeJly, TOYHO TaK e, KaK eCjIu Okl er0 MOMECTHIU B IIEITAIOIIee IIaMs.
OmHakKo 3T0 06KMUTa0IIee YYBCTBO BOBCE HE OBIIO HE MIPUSITHEIM.

«3TO HOTpscalollee BUHO!»

['ma3a MeprnvHa ToXe IpKO BCIBIXHYIIU.



«Bomnre6HUK MepiuH, IprucaXuBauTeCh».

BocweMoit mpuHIT yARIOHYICS ¥ cel Ha cTyn. OH clerka mokayuBaj 60Kal ¢ BUHOM U ITPUCTAIBHO
TIOCMOTPeJI Ha Mep/nHa CyKeHHBIM B3TIISI0M.

MepnuH cej, TS0 Ha BOCBMOT0 IIPHHIIA CIIOKOMHBIMU T'lla3aMu. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB BOCBMOM ITPHUHIL
CKasal:

«BommeOHUK MepmnuH, s CIbIIIai, YTO BhI mpuexany B IIpakam u3 KoponeBctBa CBeTa. MHTEpECHO,
CKOJBKO BH 3HaeTe 0 LlepkBu CBeTa?»

«XM?»

BripaxkeHue uiia MepiuHa clierka u3MeHuI0Ch. TeM He MeHee, OH IIOHUMAJI, YTO BOCBMOMY IIPUHITY
HE COCTABUJIO TPYy/a BEISCHUTD 3TO. B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, MHOTHE B ropofe IIpakali 3Haau, 4To MepiuH
¥ KJIaH YUJICOHOB MUTpPUPOBau ciofa u3 Koponescta CaeTa.

ITocne Hegonroro pa3gyMbd MepJ'II/IH MeJIEHHO OTBETHII:

«f1 mano uto 3Hato o0 LlepkBu CBeTa. IMEHHO 10oCyie TOTO, Kak s mpuOwiT B KoponeBcTBo YEpHOIM
JIyHsl, 51 ycnbiman, 4to LlepkoBs CBeTa KOHTpoupoBasa Bce LlapcTBo CBeTa U faxe CTpeMuiach
yHIUYTOXKUTE KOponeBcKy ceMbio. OHU TaKXkKe IOCTIef0BaTeIbHO aHHEKCHUPOBAJIM HECKOIBKO
HeOOJIbIINX KOPOJIeBCTB, 06pa3ys Mmneputo Csitoro CBeTa».

BochMo# IPUHIT KUBHYIT U OCTOPOXKHO OIMYCTHII CBOM CTaKaH. BrIpakeHue ero Iuila MOCTeIeHHO
Hanpsarnock. OH mpoOopMoTa:

«Ila, LlepkoBs CBeTa 3aMeHusa Koposnesckyio CeMbio CBeTa U KOHTPOIUPYET OIPOMHYI0 TEPPUTOPHUIO
- Umneputo Ceatoro Ceeta!

Ona OblyTa TUXOM B TeUeHUE HECKOJIbKUX JIeT, HO HeJaBHO OHM HEOXUJAHHO CHOeJaiy 1Iar, HallpaBUB
IOBECTH THICAY CONMAT Ha rpaHuily. KpoMe TOro, OHM BCe ellle YBeIUYUBaAIOT YMUCJIEHHOCTb BOKCK.
Bonme6uuky u3 LlepkBu CBeTa ToXKe CTallu MOSBISAThCS. Borock, 4To BcKope MiMmepuss CBSITOro0
CBeTa CHOBa HAYHET 0YepeqHOM KPECTOBHIM ITOXO0! »

«KpecToBHIH OX0M! »

Cepare MepnuHa cieTKa COOPOrHyIock. Bo BpeMst ITpOIIIoro KPecToBOro MoXofa CIy4YusIach O0MHS.
910 OBlNa caMasi JXKeCTOKasl BOWHA B UCTOPUM. becuncieHHble 0OBYHBIE CONATH U 3aKIUHATEIN
y4acTBOBaJIU B Hell. TeM He MeHee, TOJIbKO OYeHb HEMHOTH€ BBIXKUJIU.

B Takoii BoliHe flaxke 3aKJIMHATEIb CeIbMOI0 YPOBHS OyeT Ka3aThCsl 04eHb MaJleHbKUM U
HE3HAYUTENIbHEIM IIepCOHaxeM!

Panee, korga MepnuH BepHYJICS B YUJICOHCKHUM 3aMOK, OH CJIBIIIAJ, KaK Xapu3a yIIoMUHaeT 06 9ToM
nHIuneHTe. Mmnepus Cearoro Ceeta u KoponescTtBo YepHOoU JIyHE yBEIUUUIIKA CBOM BOMCKa BOOJb
rpanusl. O6e CTOPOHBI, Ka3aioCh, OBUIM IOTOBHE BECTH MOJTHOMACIITabHY0 BOMHY, ¥ CUTyalus Oblna
KpaliHe HalpSIXKEHHOU.

MepnuH He BOCIIPUHS 3TO B cephe€3. OMHAKO Temepb, KOTla HOBOCTD BHIIIJIA U3 YCT BOCHMOTO
IIPUHIIA, OHA, eCTeCTBEHHO, 06pesa Bec. UMnepus Cesitoro CBeTa, BO3MOXKHO, EUCTBUTEINIBHO
TOTOBUT BapBapCKHWM KPECTOBHIM OXO.



XOTST HOBOCTH O KPeCTOBOM II0XO0fIe HECKOJIBKO TIOTPSICIH cepalie MepuHa, OH GBEICTPO BOCCTAHOBUI
CTIOKOMCTBHeE. A 3aTeM C IMOJ03PEHNEM TIOCMOTPEN Ha BOCBMOTO mpuHIla. OH He 0060 TOHUMATT,
TI0YeMy BOCHMOM MPHUHI] CKa3aa 00 9TOM UMEHHO eMy.

KoHeyHO ke, BOCbMOU IIPUHI] ITPOIOJIKUII.

«KpecToBhIE MTOXOAB! MOTYT OLITH JKECTOKMMHU, HO 9TO, HECOMHEHHO, XOPOIIX IaHC OIS MOen
KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH PACIIMPUTH HAIlly BJAacTh. ECIIU OelCTBUTEIbHO HAYHETCS KPECTOBHIN ITOXOM, TO
BCe ropofa-rocygapcTBa JOJIXKHEI y4aCTBOBaTh B BOMHE. A ymonsio Ero BenryecTBo MO3BOIUTH MHE
KOMaHOOBaTh HAIIIMMHU BOMCKAMU Ha MUHUK GPOHTa!»

MepnuH cnabo IOHUMAJ, YTO Ha CAMOM fieJie UMeJl B BUAY BOChbMOM npuHIl. OH HaMepeBascs
MCII0/Ih30BaTh KPECTOBHIM ITOX0M KaK BO3MOXKHOCTb 0CTa0UTh BIACTh PA3/IMUYHBIX TOPOMIOB-TOCYAAPCTB
U YKPEIUTh IpaBlieHre KOPOJIEeBCKOU CEMbH.

Haxe ecnu oHU He OyAyT ocnabiieHkl, BOChMOW KHSI3b BCE PaBHO MOXKET BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS 3TOM
BO3MOXKHOCTbHIO, YTOOHI PACIIMPUTEL CBOIO BIACTh. K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KOTIa OH CTOJTKHETCS C
KOHKYPEHIIHEeH CO CTOPOHEI IeBSITOT0 MPUHIIA ¥ TPUHAAIATOTO IPUHIIA, OH OymeT uMeTh 0oJIblee
IIPEeUMYIIEeCTBO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KpOME YeTBEPTOTO IPHUHIIA, OBIIIN e11é NeBSIThIM IPUHI] 1
TPHUHAOIATHIN IPUHI], KOTOPLIE BCE eII€ CMOTPEJH Ha TPOH C BOXKOEJIeHHEeM H3-3a IPe/IesioB
ViMmepckoro ropopa. BEIIO TOTHYHO, YTO BOCEMOK IIPHUHIT MOIKEH ObII ceiaTh He0OXOmUMEIe
IPUTOTOBJIEHUS PAHbIIIE.

«BommeOHUK Mep/uH, ecly OeliCTBUTENIbHO HaUHETCSA KPECTOBEIM II0XO0[, S HaJleI0Ch, YTO BEI
CMOXKeTe IIOMOYb MHe. fl Tak:Ke MOTY BBHIIIOJIHUTE Ballle XKeJlaHue. 3aBoeBaB BIIgKyoTep-CuTy, 5
IIofapio ero sam!»

Llens BOCHMOTO IIPHUHITA COCTOSIIA B TOM, YTOOHI ITPOYHO 3aKpenuTh MepirHa B ero 0aTtanboHe. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, cujla MepnuHa Obljla CpaBHUMA C CUJIOM 3aKIUHATENs 1IeCTOT0 YPOBHS. bonee Toro, B
KayecTBe ITOMOIIHKKA Y Hero Obi1 BommeOuuk bammy. Bo3MoKHO OHM OBITM He TaK BaXKHBI, KaK
Bomme6uuk Jleo, HO U3 HeIb3s OBIJI0O HENOOIIEHUBATE.

I BOCEMOT0 TTPHHITa MepiuH ObIT Telepb CaMBIM JJOCTOMHEIM Y4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOT'0 MOXKHO
3aBepOoBaTh, KpoMe BommebHuKa Jleo.

«I'opox Brskyortep?»

Manenbkuit TONCTHIM ['aTT, Mucc Kapuc u gpyrue, a Tak:ke HeTEPIEeTUBHIN B3I Xapu3bl
MeJIbKHYJIA B TOJI0Be MepirHa. Xapu3a BCerja xoTejla BepHyThCs B LlapcTBo CBeTa, HO y HEE
HUKOrIa He OLIJIO IIaHca.

[Tocne gonroro Pa3MBIIIIEHUA MepJ'II/IH O4Y€Hb OCTOPO2KHO OTBETHUIIL:

«Bame KoposneBckoe BeicouecTBo, 51 TOTOB BaM IIOMOYb, HO 51 BepHYCh B Pernon TemHou Maruu B
OynyiieM, IO3TOMY g He 3Hal0, CMOT'Y N4 f1... ByeT 1 y MeHs TaKoH IIaHC ...»

BockMo# IPUHI] MOT TIOHATH, YTO MEP/IMH UMeJl B BUAY «BEXKJIMBHIM OTKa3», TOCKOJIbKY OH He
COTJIaCUJICS HanpsaMylo. BocbMoll IpuHII, eCTeCTBeHHO, OB pa304apoBaH, HO OH BCE K€ OTBETHUII C
O0IBbIIMM SHTY3UA3MOM:

«OuyeHb xopotro, BommeOHuk MepiuH, g 6yny pag BaM B o0oe BpeMs!»

MepnuH crerka moKJIOHUICS. [IoIPoCKHB pa3pelieHust YUTH, OH 00ePHYJICS U BHIIIE U3 TOCTUHOM.



«KpecroBhru noxop, biskyorep-cutu, Koponesctso Csera...»

MepnuH BEPHYJICS B TUXUM IBOP, BCe ellé 6opmoya cebe mox HOoc. Ero pa3ym ObIn 3alMKIIEH Ha
KPECTOBOM II0XOJie, YIIOMSIHYTOM BOCEMBIM IIPUHIIEM.

Yro kacaetcs KoponesctBa CBeTa, To y MepiuHa Boob1ie He ObIJI0 HOCTAIIMYECKOT0 YyBCcTBa. OH
IIPOCTO XOTeJI BepHYThCA B BraKyoTep-cuTu. B Havuae npenioxkeHre BOCBMOT0 IIPHUHIIA HEMHOT'O
nokone6ano MepiuHa, TOTOMY YTO OH IIPEIoXKUI eMy BiskyoTep.

Korga MepnuH OKKUHY €ro, OH CKa3aJll, YTo 00s3aTe/lbHO BepHETCS B brakyorep-cutu. Teneps,
KOTZla ITOSIBUJIaCh TakKasi BO3MOKHOCTh, MepJH JOJIKeH OB IIOgyMaTh BHUMATEIbHO.

OpHaAKO KPEeCTOBLIM IIOX0[ OBIT CIMINKOM OTaceH mjs MepiuHa!

«MHe Bce elllé He XBaTaeT CUJI. B KpeCcToOBOM I0Xofe faxe 3aK/IMHATEeNlb CEObMOI0 YPOBHSA MOXKET
TI0Ka3aThCs JIETKOW MUILIEHBIO0. BonieOHUKY HUXKE CeIbMOT0 YPOBHS ObI/IM MPOCTHIM IYIIEYHBIM
MSICOM ...»

MepnuH 6611 IPOCTO 3aKIMHATENIEM TPETHETO YPOBHS. XOTS ¥ HETO OBITIO YIy4IIEeHUE OT
cnocobHocTel [lemoHa [TaHOOPE!, OH BCe eIlé He MOT COIMEPHUYATh C 3aK/IMHATEIEM CEIbMOT0
YPOBHSI.

Y4yacTBOBaTH B KPeCTOBOM II0XO0Oe C TaKOM CHJIOH OBIJIO OBl 0YEHb OMIAaCHO. HOSTOMY, XOTSA OH O4YEeHb
X0TeJl BEPDHYTHCA B BJ'ISKYOTep-CI/ITI/I, Y HEero He OBLIIO Opyroro BBIGOpa, KpOM€E KaK OTKJIOHUTHb
IIpurijiallenrne BOCbMOT'O IIPUHIIA.

«Kaxetcs, OyzmeT nyutne, ecnu 51 yBenuuy Cuinmy PadyMa Kak MOXKHO cKopee U Oyy CTPEeMUTHCS
IOCTUYhL CTafiUM, Ha KOTOPOU 5 CMOTY CO3[aBaTh 3aKJIMHAHUS YETBEPTOTO YPOBHS!»

Bce 3enpst Mokpast 6b11H yIOTPEOIIEHE], TaK YTO TETIEPh OH MOT 3aHATHCS TOJIBKO €T0
npurotosieHueM. K cyacTbio, MepsuH mOJIy4Yus OT BOCBMOT0O IIPUHIIA OTPOMHO€E KOJIUYECTBO
VMHTPENEeHTOB.

MepnuH Hayajl FOTOBUTH 3eJIbs MoKpas.

[Tpouwno monroga. Bcé 3To BpeMs OH MOTHOCTHIO MTOCBSITAI IPUTOTOBJIEHUIO 3e/uit MOKpas U He
TIOKM[IA]T KOMHATy HU pa3y.

«Macrep, Bone6uuk Jleo mompocus Bac mpoiTu. [1oxoxKe, 4YTO y HET0 eCTh OUYeHb CPOYHBIH
BOTIPOC».

Tonmoc Bonme6uuka BaMMy OB CIIBIIIIEH CHAPYKU OOMa.

MepnuH HaxMypuics. IIpu IpUTOTOBJIEHUH 3€JTbs TOCIIeTHEE, YTO OH XOTEJ, 3TO YTOOH eTo
0eCIIOKOMIIH, TOTOMY YTO, KaK TOJIbKO €TI0 OTBJIEKIIH, OH HE CMOT TOYHO YJIOBUTH JKap 3eJIbs, YTO
TIPUBEJIO K TIPOBAJTY.



B HacTosiiee BpeMss MepyiiH rOTOBUT 3eIbe MOKpasi, HO ero npepBain Bonmebuuk bamMmmy.
[TpurotoBneHue 3ejbs 0QUIMaIbHO TPOBAIAIIOCE, TIO9TOMY B €ro cepple Obljla CMyTHAs IPOCTh.

«Ckputi ...»

MepnuH SIPOCTHO TOJKHYJI ABEPH, XOJIONHO I'Isifd Ha Bonmeonuka baMmmy. OH B3mOXHYII:
«YTto cnyuunocs? { gyman, 4to Yuutens Jleo MegutupyeT?»

[TouyBcTBOBaB rHEB MepivHa, BaMmy He oCMenuiCcsa MeOJIUTh U IOCIEIIHO CKa3al:

«Bomme6HuK Jleo, MoX0xKe, MOMY4YUI KakKrue-T0 HOBOCTH u3 Pernona TeMHOM Maruu, mostomy oH
IIOTIPOCHUTI MEHSI HaUTHU BaC, MacTeP».

«HoBoctu u3 Perunona Temuoit Marum?»

MepnuH GBI CJIETKA YOIUBIEH. [HEB B ero cepflle TaKkKe 3HAYUTEIbHO YMEeHbIHUICcs. Tak Kak Peruox
TemHoit Maruu mocnan coobuienue BonmmeOHuKy JIeo, MoxKeT ObITh IeHCTBUTEIHHO ITPOU30IIIIa
ype3BbIYalHas CUTYalus.

MepnuH 60JblIe He MOT 3a00THThCS O IPUTOTOBICHUH 3eaui. OH MOCIIeIHo OPOCHIICS BO OBOD, I'e
Haxomuicsa Bonmebuuxk Jleo.
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