Briiinst u3s neca, Mepnus ObICTPO B3T/ISHYT Ha pabCKuM KOHTPAKT. MICIOIb3ys €r0o, OH MOT JIETKO
cBsi3aThCs ¢ BommebuukoMm Bammy.

[TouyBCTBOBaB, YTO OH elle faneko, MepnuH yepe3 KOHTPAKT COOOIIUII:
«Bammy, oTnipaBnsiiTech B KUHTCBYZ Bo3ie MIMIIepcKoro ropoga Kak MOXKHO ObICTpee».

Bomnme6uuk bamMmy TONBKO 4TO BOIIEN B MIMIIEpCKUY rOpof, KOTfa MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO IOCTIAaHNE
MCXOTUT OT paOCKOT0 KOHTPaKTa. Ha ero nuile MeIbKHYIIO BRIpaXKeHre 6eCIIOMOITHOCTH.

OH He IOTPATHUJI BIIYCTYIO HU CEKYHAHI, crnela B iMmnepckuii ['opon, u Teneps, Mpexae YeM OH YCIIes
maxke OTHOBIIIATHECS, OH CHOBA rajioTNIOM Ha ITOJTHOM CKOPOCTH HAIPaBUJICS K KOPOJIEBCKOMY JIeCy.
[TockomnbKy 9T0 OB IpUKa3 MepnuHa, BomieOuuk baMmy He cMelT UTHOPUPOBATH €ro.

Yepe3 HECKOIHKO MTHOBeHUY BaHMy HakOHeI] oKa3aJjicd Ha okpanHe Kunrcsyzna. [lake Ha O0JIBIIIOM

PACCTOSTHUM OH MOT BUIIEeTh MepJiiHa, CTOSIIEro y KPOMKH Jieca.

[Ipumeyanue nepeBonyuKa: ¢ He 3HaI0 KyZa [ejlach OXpaHa, KapayJuBllas Y BXofa B JIeC. A TakXke
[I04YeMy UX He 3aMeTHUJIM 3aK/IMHAaTeJIH, KOTOphle IPOIIYyIEIBalIu BCIO OKpyry Cumon Pasyma.

«Macrtep!»

Bomnme6uuk bammy mpencrtan nepen MepnuaoM. Ero muiio Ovio ciierka 671eqHEIM, BhITaBast
yCTaloCTh, KOTOPYIO OH YYBCTBOBAJI II0CJIE TPYLHOTO ITyTEIIeCTBUS.

Mepnun 0051eT4EHHO KUBHYJ. BaMMy mpubbit. 3Hast, 4To baMMy rcuepnan CBOM MarudecKue CHUITH,
YTOORI ITOCIIEINNTE CIOTA, @ OHU IPUTOOUINCH OBl [IJIsI IPeNCcTOosIIe OMTBE, MepIIuH I0JIe3 B CBOE
KOJIBIIO ¥ M3BJIEK THICSYH 3JIEMEHTANTbHEIX KPUCTA/NIMYEeCKUX KaMHel. OH nmepenan ux baMmy.

«[IpuunHa, 10 KOTOPO¥ 5 MPU3BaJ Bac, KpaiiHe BaxHa. B camom Gnuxkaiiiiem OymyiieM HomKHa
IIPOU30UTH XKEeCTOKast OMTBA, BBl MOJIXKHAI OBLICTPO IOMOJIHUTL CBOM MarudyecKue CHUJIBI!»

«Kectokasa 6uTBa?»

Bomnme6uuk bamMmy TOMOPIIUIICS U TTOKavyasl roJ0BoOM ¢ BugoM OecroMomHoCcTH. OH yKe [orafacs
00 aToM. Ecriu MepnuH 3acTaBuiI €ro CIemuTs oT ITpakarra o MMmepckoro ropoma, JOJIXKHO OBITS,
IIPOU3OIIIIO YTO-TO CEPHEIHOE.

[TockonbKy MepniH Ha3Ball 3TO «XKeCTOKOoU OuTBOM», Bone6HUK BaMMy He mmocmet O6b
HEIOOIeHNBAaTh CUTyaruio. OH B3I KPUCTAJIIB CTUXUY U CO3HATEIPHO KUBHYL.

«He BOJIHyfITGCb, TOCIIOOWH, 51 BOCCTAHOBIJIIO CBOM Marn4eCKHe CHUJIbBI KaK MOZKHO 6bICTpee>>.

«Xopol1o, moiaeMTe. Brl HOMXKHEL ClIeO0BaTh 3a MHOU BHYTPh. Kak TOMBKO MBI BOMOEM B KHHTCBYT,
BHI TUXO CIIpSYETECh U IOCenyeTe 3a MHOU. HUKTO, KpoMe MeHs, He [OKeH 3HaTh O BallleM
IIPUCYTCTBUH, IO3TOMY B IIPEACTOSIIEM CPaKEeHUX BBl MOXKETE TI0JIyYUTh HEOXKUIAHHOE
[IPEUMYIIEeCTBO!»

B rnazax Bonme6OHuKa baMMy BenbixHy1a TpeBora. OH IOTHOCTBIO IIOHMMAJ, 9YTO UMeTI B BULY
MepnuH. OH KUBHYJI TOJIOBOX.

Bups, yto Bonme6HruK BaMMy TOHST ero HaMepeHus, MepiuH oYyBCTBOBAJ ob0nerdenue. C



Bonme6uukom bamMMy psimoM, oH 94yBCTBOBas ce0s B Gosbliieil Oe3onmacHOCTU. Kpome TOro, maHc
BOCBHMOTO TIPUHIIA Ha T00eNy TaKXKe YBEeJIUYUJIICS.

Mepnus Bomen B Kunrcpyn ¢ Bonme6rukoMm bammy, mocie 4ero nocaefHU C IOTPSCAUIM
MaCTepCTBOM MCYe3 B 3apocisix. Bonmebuuk Bammy OblT HACTOIBKO UCKYCEH, UTO faxe MepiuH He
cMoT ero HauTu. Ecnu O He TOT (aKT, UTO OH BCe eIllé MOT YyBCTBOBaTh BomnmebHrKa bammy uepe3
pabckuil KOHTpaKT, MepnuH Mor OBl faXe 3alaThCs BOIIPOCOM, 3[eCh JIU OH elI€.

«KaxeTcs, 4To HaBEIKM BaMMy 110 MacKMpPOBKE JOBOJILHO IMIPOABUHYTHI, 3TOT IIJIaH elle 6omee
HaJI€XeH, 4eM g gyMmar!»

MepJ'II/IH IIpEeKpPaTHJl IOMIbITKH BEIICHUTE MECTOHAX0XKIEHNE BaMMy ¥ BEPHYJICA Ha IIJIOIMalb. On
3aHSIJI CBOE MECTO 3@ BOCHBMBIM IIPUHIIEM.

Bocemb npuHIEB 00€PHYIUCH, YTOOH ClIeTKa KUBHYTD, ITPeXK/Ie Y4eM CHOBA COCPEIOTOUYUTHCS Ha
TPaHIMO3HOU IIEPEMOHUH.

LlepeMoHus MPOOOJIKAJIACh EIIE€ ABa Yaca, Ipexkje YeM OHa HaKOHeI[ 3aKOHYMIIACh.

[Tocrne nepeMonuy Kopoib bxyTTo XVI MefiIeHHO BCTal U C JTI060BBIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MHOTHUX
IIPUHIIEB, IPUHIIECC U OBOPSH. OH TUXO CKa3all:

«HepmaBHO B KMHICBye IOSIBUJICS KOPOJIb JIOCEU. ITO 0YEHb PEAKOe IBlIeHUe. TOT, KTO IIpEeyCIeeT B
0X0Te Ha Hero, CTaHeT 00euTeIeM 3TOM OXOTHI!»

Bpemenamu mobema omnpemensiachk HauOOIbITUM KOTHYECTBOM YOUICTB, a B IPYTUX CAydasx mobema
OTIpefensiach TeM, KTO ITePBHIM ITOMMaeT OIpeeIEHHOe CYIIeCTBO.

Koponb noceit, BEIOpaHHBINA Ha 3TOT pa3, OblJT KpaHe PeOKUM CyIecTBoM. [axke 0OBIYHbIE JIOCH OBIITH
He YacTeiMu roctsaMu B KoponesctBe YépHo JIyHEHL.

MHorre npucyTCTBYIOIIKE, Ka3ai0Ch, ObUIM B3BOJTHOBAHEL. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TOOEIUTEb TOTyYUT
Harpapny oT kopoisi bxyrro XVI.

YeTBEPTHIM MIPUHI] ¥ BOCBMOM IIPUHII, ObIIM aOCOJIOTHO HemoaBuKHBL. O6a IPUHIIA CMOTPENH OPYT Ha
IpyTa, He OTBOAS B3rIAM0B. 2Kankas Harpaja AJis HUX HU4ero He 3Hauusia. OHKU OOpPONKCH 3a APYToe
- 3T0 OBLT TPOH!

B3arnap xkopossg bxyrro XVI BHe3aIHo yan Ha YeTBEPTOT0 ¥ BOCKMOTO IIpHUHIEB. Ha MrHOBeHUE Ha
€ro Julle BCIBIXHYJIO CJI0KHOE BhIPaXkKeHNe, HO OHO IOYTH cpa3y ucdesno. OH MaxHy pyKOu:

«Xopormo, Buepén! OxoTa HAUNHAETCS!»

Bce BCcTanu Ha HOTY U BEeXKJIUBO ITOKJIOHUIUCH KOPOI0 bxyTTo XVI. CHIHOBBSI HECKOJIBKUX IBOPSH
Oonbille He MOTJIM CHAEPXKUBATh CBOE TEPIIEHUY 1 HEMEMJIEHHO YCTPEMUIIUCH B 60Jiee ynaneHHbIe
YaCTHU KOPOJIEBCKOTO Jieca.

JIuo nprHLecck YalHel OBITI0 CEPHE3HBIM. B3rIsHYyB Ha 4YEeTBEPTOTO NIPUHIIA, OHA IIOHU3MIIA T'OJI0C U
IIPOLIeTNTaaa BOCEMOMY IIPHHIIY:

«bynp ocTopoxkeH!»

BocbMolt mpuHIl IpUITypucs, Habmoas, Kak Y4eTBEPTHIN NMPUHIT BeNET OaTanboH niofel B nec. OH
rIy00KO B3TOXHYI.



«He BomnHYyliCS, S BEPHYChH!»

[To nmpuka3y BockMoro npuHiia Bomnme6uuk Jleo, MepnuH 1 MHOXKECTBO APYTUX 3aK/IMHATENIEN
IIeCTOT0 ¥ CEObMOI0 YPOBHEH TOXe Hadasu yriyOmsThCs B JIec.

HekoTopkle U3 IBOPSH Cpa3y IMOYyBCTBOBAJIM YTO-TO HelagHoe. M1 BOCbMOM IIPUHI], ¥ YETBEPTHIN
IpUHI] IpuBe3nu B KUHrcBy 601b11101 6aTamboH MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIX 3aK/InHaTenen. [Ipoctasa 3agada
TIOMMKH KOPOJIs JTocel He TpeGoBajia MPUCYTCTBUS TaKMX MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX Bose6HUKOB.

Bce mBopsiHe OBIIM YMHBIMM ¥ OCTOPOXKHBIMU JTIOObMU. ['TISIOg Ha pa3BOpa4YMBalOIIyIOCs Iepel HUMHU
CIIEHY, Y HUX Cpa3y MOSBUJIOCH JYPHOe NpefuyBCcTBUE. Te, KTO Obl1 Hauboiee 0CTOPOXKEH, Jaxke
OTIIPABHUJIU JIIOMIeN B KOPOJIEBCKUH J1eC, YTOOH BEPHYTh 00PATHO CBOUX CHIHOBEM.

PacrmionoxeHHbIN BEICOKO Ha TPOHE, KOpoJib bxyTTo XVI TOXE ITOCMOTpe Tyha I'le OHU CKPLUIACH B
3apOCIIaX.

JIM4HBIY IOMOIIHUK PAXOM € KoponieM bxyTTo XVI 3amMeTun HenmpoHULlaeMbIl B3I Ha ero nune. He
B cuiax O0Jblle CIepKUBaThCS, OH IPOIIeNTal:

«Bame BenuuecTBo, YETBEPTHIM IPUHI] U BOCBMOU IIPHHII...»

[Ipexpe ueM OH CMOT 3aKOHYUTE IIPeIoKeHne, Koposb bxyrTo XVI nipepsas ero B3aMaxoM pyku. ToH
KOPOJIS OBLI TSAKETIEIM, KOTTIa OH CKa3al:

«39T0 ux cymb6a. ¢ B30OIIEN HA 3TOT TPOH TOYHO TAKUM K€ 00Pa3oM...»

Bo B3rnsme koposnst Bxyrro XVI 6 Kak OB ciief coxaneHuss. OOHAKO OH He MOT BMEIIHUBAThCS, 3TO
Oblta ux cymbOa!l

['my00KO B KOPOJIEBCKOM JIECY, Ha IBIITHOM 3€JIEHOM IIOKPLITOM TPABOM CKJIOHE, TIOpXaJH
pa3HoIBeTHEIe 6a00YKM. DTO OB JeHCTBUTEIHEHO KPACUBLIH Iei3axk, 4TOOk Co3epraTh
npoOyXKeHue IPUPOLHL.

«CBHCT ...»
BHe3amHo MopsIB BeTpa CIyTHY Bcex 6ab0uex.

['pynna BcafHUKOB IIOCTENIEHHO MTOSBUIIACh Ha CKJIOHE, PACTOITaB IILIIIHYIO 3€IEHYIO TPaBY.
CrmokoiiHy10 aTMOCc(epy TakKe Hapylllalo FPOMKOe PKaHKe BOEHHBIX JIOIIageH.

BcamHuKY B300PaIKCh IO CKIIOHY ¥ OCTAHOBHIMCH. BOCEMOI# MIPUHI] OTJITHYJICS ¥ TPOMKO
YCMEXHYJICS:

«Bribop MecTa coBceM He Mmy1oxoi! OTIMYHBEIN BapUAHT AJIST BCTPEYH C YeTBEPTHIM OpaToM!»

[Tocne 3aMedaHus BOCBMOTO ITPHHIA M3-3a CKJIOHA Cpa3y e MOsIBUJIach O0JIbllas TPyIia BCagHUKOB,
YTOOB! BCTPETUTHLCS C KOMaH[0# BOCHMOT0 ITpuHIla. Bo ry1aBe BCagHUKOB, KOHEYHO, ObLT Y€ TBEPTHIH
IPUHII.

YeTBEPTHIM NPUHL BEITJISIAEN YBEPEHHBIM B cebe. OH MOATONKHYJ KOHS Ha HECKOJIBKO IIar0B BIEPEN



1 CHUCXOOUTEJIbHO IIOCMOTPEJ Ha BOCBMOT'O IIPKXHIIA. Ero romoc 6511 CIIOKOMHBIM, KOTra OH T'OBOPHII:

«Moti goporot 6pat. [Tocrie CTONBKUX JIET THl BIIEPBhIE Ha3Bajl MEHS «4eTBEPTHIMA OpaT». Tak, Tak...
9TO IEeNCTBUTENBHO XOpOIllee MecTo, 00jiee YeM JOCTOMHOE, YTOOR OBITh BAIIMM ITOCIIEQHUM
IPHUCTAHUIIEM...»

Hactynuna omenomnsiomas naysa, Ipexae 4eM BelpakeHue 4eTBEPTOro IIPUHIIa BHE3AIIHO CTal0
pa3mpaxKeHHBIM.

«Bce roBopsT, YTO TH YMHEIM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 Tl 0Ka3aJICs MOJIHEIM aypakoM! Eciau ObI TOJTBKO THI
IPUTBOPUIICS OOJILHEIM M He IIPUHSJ yYacTue B 0X0Te, 1 ObI He mpuuyuHui Tebe Bpema. 2Kasb, 4TO u3-
3a TOTO, YTO THI IIOCTYIIUJI TJIYII0, MHE MIPUAETCS YOUTDb Tebs!»

BoceMmoii IpuHIL B3TJISHYII B OTBET C HEIIPOHULIaeMbIM JTULIOM. OH CcKa3all:
«YeTBEPTHIH OpaT, TH AEHCTBUTENIHHO TaK YBEPEH B CBOMX CHUJIaX?»

«YT0? TH OyMaelllb, YTO CMOXKEIb T00equTh MeHs? Xa-Xa, UMesi B KO3BIPSIX TOJIBKO OJHOT0 JIeo u3
Pervona Temuo#t Maruu? OH nuilb 3aKIXHATENb IIIECTOTO YPOBHS, MOM HOPOToi OpaT. Tl TaKoM
HaWBHBIN ...»

ToH yeTBEPTOro MpUHIIA ORI CTPOTUM, KOTHa OH IIPUCTAIbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha TPYIINY JII0AeH mo3agu
BOCHMOTO IIPHUHIIA, BK/II0Yasi ofeToro B mail BommeOuuka JIeo. Kasanock, oH OB XOPOIIIO
OCBEIIOMJIEH O CUJIbHBIX CTOPOHAX BOCHMOTI'O IIPHHIIA.

ATtMocdepa Mexay o0erMU CTOPOHAMH CTajla 3HAUYUTEIbHO HANIPSIKEHHOM. [laxe spKoe ronyboe
He0O0 Ka3aloCch TeMHee, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a BUOpAIIUK 3JIEMEHTOB OT OOJIBIIIOT0 KOJTMYEeCTBa
3aKIuHaTeneu.

MepinuH oleHUBaj 00CTAaHOBKY. ITO MeCTO OBIIO MOJISTHOM Ha OTKPHITOM MECTHOCTH. EMMHCTBEHHOE,
YTO HAXOMUIIOCh ITOOIN30CTH, - 3TO HECKOJIbKO OOJIBIINX IePEBbEB, CIIOPAAUUECK PaCTYIIUX B0
CKJIOHA. BOKpyT OBIIIM TOTBKO TOJIBIe KAMHU U IIBIIITHAS 3€/IE€Has TpaBa.

B Takux o0cTosiTenbcTBax baMMy monmkeH OyoeT HaXOOUThCS Oajibllle, U ero ObIJI0 OBl HEJIEerKo
CIpsATaTh, HO MeprH MOT SICHO TOYYBCTBOBATh Yepe3 pabCKuil KOHTPAKT, 4YTo BonmeOHuK baMMy
CTOUT PSAOOM C HUM.

Kasanocs, y BonmeOnrka bammy Ovlna Kakasi-To yHUKa/IbHas TEXHUKa COKPHITUS. B 3T0M rpynime
3akMHaTeNel, BKIo4as AByxX Bose6GHUKOB BOCBMOI'O YPOBHS, HUKTO HE 3aMETHUJI HUYETO
HEOOBIYHOTO.

Iaxe TPy TOM, YTO 3TO OBIJIa KPUTHYECKASI CUTYyaIUs ¥ 00e CTOPOHBI OBIJIA T'OTOBBI TOT'PY3UTHCS B
JKeCTOKyI0 6UTBY B n1060e BpeMsi, MepiuH He cobupascs mo3BoisiTh Bonme6Huky baMmmy
IIOSIBJISITHCS PaHbIle BpeMeHu. Ero mosiBleHne JOIKHO OBITh COBEPIIEHHO HeoXuaaHHEIM. Ha camMom
mene, 6b110 OFI eII1€ JTydlile, ecii Obl 0HO OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO CTPATETHUYECKUM, YTOOBl 03BYUUTD
CTAOKUH TOHT 0Oe[Ibl /I UX CTOPOHH.

[ToaTomy BamMMy moiKeH OBII IIOSIBUTHCSI TOIIBKO B CAMBIN OTBETCTBEHHBIM MOMEHT!

B 5TOT caMblii MOMEHT 110 He0y IIPOHECCS OTJIYIIUTEIbHEIM IIIyM, II0X0KHUI Ha packaT rpoMa. ITo
OBLITO TaK TPOMKO, YTO B yIIaX HAyasio 3BeHeTh. Kak-To He3aMeTHO [ HUX B He0e Haf MX TOI0BaMU
obpa3oBanack I'urantckas ['pomoBast CeTh. ['uranTckas ['pomoBast CeTh CITyCTHIIach C Heba K HUM,
(bakTUYeCcKu MouMaB B JIOBYIIKY BOCBMOTO IIPUHIIA U BCEX €T0 JI0fEeH.



HuTku MOJTHUM yrpozKalollle BCIIBIXUBAJIK, CO3AaBasi OacHy atMochepy.
«Xe-xe, 3aUeM TPaTUTh BpeMs Ha Open? YOUTH ux u Bce!»

Bonmre6HrK MOpPCTOH CKa3as 3J10Belle, ONeTHN B YEPHHIH myall. Ero Temo cBepkaao BOJTHAMU
6eckoHeuyHOro I'poMoBoro SnemenTa. Ita ['urantckas 'pomoasi CeTh Oblyia 3aKIMHAHNEM BOCEMOTO
YPOBHSI, HalT02KEeHHKIM MOopCTOHOM!

HuxkTo OB HE ImogyMai, 4To MOpCTOH 6yneT HACTOJIBKO CMEJILIM, YTOORI HeMeOJIeHHO Ha4YaThb aTadKy.
Bonee Toro, BCero ogHUM 3aKJIMHAHUEM €My YHOaJIOCh IIoMaTh B JIOBYILIKY IIOYTH BCEX monen
BOCBEMOI'O ITPHHIIA. B MraoBeHme 0OKa BOCHMOM IIPUHIT OKa3aJICA B HEBEITOJHOM IIOJIOKEHHUH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO OBIJI0 3aKIMHAHKWE BOCEMOT0 YPOBHS. OOBIYHBIMU 3aK/IMHAHUSAM OYHET He JIEerKo
IIPOTUBOCTOATH 9TOMY. Ecnu 661 ['urantckas ['pomoBas CeTh JOCTUTTIA UX, TO TPYIIIa BOCKMOT'0
IIPUHIIa ITIoHecsa OBl OTPOMHBIE HEBOCIIOIHUMEIE TIOTepU. becuncieHHoe KONUYeCcTBO 3aKIMHaTelen
OymeT yOuTO, IIpeXk/e YeM OHU CMOT'YT IPOKU3HECTH XOTh ONHO 3aK/IMHaHUE.

«Bomnmebnux Jleo!»

I'naps Ha TuranTckyio ['pomoByio CeTh B HeGe, BOCbMOM IIPUHI] HE MOT HE COIPOTHYTHLCS B yXKace,
mmepeBoms B3I Ha Bonmebnuka Jleo.
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