MepnuH He Konebascs HU B MaJledlnel cTeleHu. B HecpaBHEHHO ITPOBOPHOM JBUKEHUM OH
MT'HOBEHHO OTCKOYMJ Ha3ap. Ero ¢pusnyeckue xapaKTepUCTUKHY ObLIM HAMHOTO BBIIIE, YEM Y
00BIYHOT0 3aK/JIMHATEJISA, YTO II03BOJIAJIO eMy OBICTPO PearupoBaTth. B MphIKKe OH OTCKOYUII Ha
IIPUITNYHOE PACCTOSIHUE OT BHICOKOTO Xy[OT'0 YeJI0BEKA B TOJIIE.

[ns atoro Mepnus ucnonuun Benbimky Betpa. B MraoBeHue oka CKOpoCcTs MepiirHa CHOBa
3HQYUTEIbHO BO3POCIIa.

«becrioBHas ceTs, CBI3LIBall!»

BrICOKMIA, XyIO¥ YeJI0BEK B TOJIE, Ka3aloCh, He 6€CIIOKOUIICS O TOM, HAaCKOIbKO OrICTp MepinuH. B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT'JIa OH CJIeTKa IIOOHSJI PYKY, IIOTOKM JyeMeHTa BeTpa OBICTPO COLIINCH BMECTE.

[IvKWe TTOPHIBE BeTPa OBICTPO MIPEBPATUIUCE B OOJIBINYI0 HEBUAUMYIO CETh. Mep/IiH TOPOILINBO
ocTaHoBuCsA. Ecru Obl OH mpo6exKas elle HEMHOT'0 U PUKOCHYJICS K CETH BeTpa, OH OBIT Ob
HEMe[JIEHHO pa3apo0IieH Ha KYCKH.

910 OBINIO 3aK/IMHAHKE THUIIA BeTpa IIeCTOro YpoBHS. Ero cuia cBs3biBaHus Oblia 6ecrpeleieHTHOM.
HeBaxH0, HACKOJILKO OBICTPHIM OB MepuH, 3TO He UMeJI0 3HaYeHu s !

«BUXpb TbMBI, HOTIOTH!»

MepnuH r1y60K0 B3MOXHYIT U TOHSJ, YTO He MOXKeT cOexkaThb ceidac. [IoaToMy, OH, He KOneOsich u
BBITSIHYJI TTa/IbIbL. [10] CUSIOUTUM JIYHHBEIM CBETOM YE€pPHAs BOPOHKA OTKPHIIACH, KakK OOJIBIION POT.

['po3Has cuia MPUTSIKEeHUs Pociia B Buxpe ThMEI, MBITasCh BcocaTh B cebst Cuny Pa3yMa BEICOKOTO
Xymoro yenoBeka. OH ocTaHoBujCS. OgHAKO 1ocye 3Toro Konebauus Cunsl Pa3zyMa mpossBUIUCE e11é
CUJIbHEE.

910 Konebanue Cusnbl Padyma ObII0 TOX0Ke Ha IIyHAMHU, TIOCKOJIBKY OHO CUJIBHO pa3myBanoch. OH
OBLTT HACTOJIPKO CHUJIEH, YTO Haxke Buxphb TbMBI MepnuHa Ovln 6ecrione3eH.

«XM-M? Kakasg MoiiHag Cuna Pa3yMma, 1 yBepeH, 4TO OHa HaXOOUTCS Ha IIUKe CeIbMOro ypoBHA! KTo
XKe TBl TaKOH?»

MepnuH cogporaycs riy0oKo BHYTPH. PaHbllle ero 3ak/IvHaHUS THIIa ThbMbI ObUIM HEOOEOUMEI, U
IIOYTH HUKTO He MOT IIPOTUBOCTOSATEL M. [azke MOTYIeCTBEHHbIH eBATHN Bomnmebuuk OneH paHee
ObUT HamryTaH ero BuxpeM TbMEL.

OpHaKO 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHHEIM 3aKJIMHATEJIEM CMOT JIETKO paccesTh Buxpb ThMbl. MepnuH emré
HUKOTJa He BCTpedall TaKOr0 CUJIbHOT0 IIPOTHBHUKA.

TauHCTBeHHBIN BonmeOHUK MTOJHSII TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEI Ha Mep/uHa, X0JI0OHO CKa3aB:
«4 cempMoit BomiieOHUK, Ibc!»
«Te0st mocnanm 4eTBEPTHIM MPHUHIL! »

Ha camom pienie MeprnuH yxKe morafajncs 00 3TOM, OCHOBBEIBAsICh Ha CHJIE MIPECIeAyIOIIero ero
Bonmeb6uuka. Kpome Toro, Mepnus Tonpko uTo nmpube1 B UMnepckuit 'opon. Kpome CTONKHOBEHUS
C IeBATEIM BomnireOHUKOM, ITOCTITAHHBIM YeTBEPTHIM NpHHIIEM, YTOOH yOuTh CTapiiero 3Mes u
OCTaJIbHBEIX, MepuH He 3HaJl 3[eCh HUKOT0 Opyroro. CrieqoBaTeIbHO, €r0 MOT II0C/IaTh TOJIBKO
YeTBEPTHIN MPUHII, ¥ €T0 CJI0Ba OB MPSIMBIM TOMY IIOATBEPXKIEHUEM.



I eBsTh BomeOHUKOB YETBEPTOTO IPUHI[A GBI CAaMBIMK CHIBHBIMU €70 TOTUMHEHHBIMU. CaMbIM
cnabeIM cpeau HUX OBLT ObI meBsTHI Bonme6uuk OfmeH, ¥ MOCKOBKY OH He CITPaBHUIICS TEIeph
HacTaJla oyepens cembMoro BommeOHrKa Jbca MOMBITaThCa youTs ero. O6nanas 60iee BEICOKUM
panrrom, yem OneH, JIbC OB SIBHO CHUIIbHEE.

Tem He MeHee, MepIUH MOT CKa3aTb, YTO CeObMOi BommeOHUK IIbC B KOHEUHOM UTOT'E€ BCE eIré OBl
3ak/IMHaTeIeM IIeCTOT0 YPOBHS, TONbKO ero Cuia Pasyma Obiyia MOITHOM. 3aKIMHaHUS MepiauHa
tuma ThMBI BOOOIIe He OYAYT IOJIe3HE TPOTUB HETO.

CenpMoit BonmeOHUK JIbC IIar 3a IIaroM, HeTOPOIUIMBO NpubnuxKancs K Mepnuny. Bokpyr Hero
BO3HMKIIU KJIOUbS JIEASHOTO X0JI0fla, ¥ 3eMJIS XpPyCTela o KaXKabIM ero maroM. TaMm 06pa3oBaIuch
TOJICTBIE KPUCTAJIIEL JIbJA.

«Barre caMmoe CUITBbHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE THIAa ThMbI 0€CII0NIe3HO TPOTHUB MEeHs. YMepu!»

OIbC cIerka IMOKavas I'0JI0BOH, ITOC/e Yero ero riaa3a BCIBIXHYIHN IPKUM CBeTOM. C TOJTYKOM ero
o0enx pyK TeMmIepaTypa OKpyzXKarlei cpedr yiana 0 KpaiHocTy. CJIOu TeqsHbIX KPUCTAJIIOB
TIOSIBUITACH B BO3TyX€e, U MOPO3HAs aypa ORICTPO PaCIpOCTPaHsIach B CTOPOHY MepuHa.

9T0 GBI 3aKIMHAHKE IIECTOTO YPOBHS. Mep/IMH He TTOCMeNT UCII0NIb30BaTh 3aBECY 3EMITH, UTOOH
CUJION TPOTHUBOCTOSATH eMy. 3aBeca 3eMJIH, flaXe YCUJIeHHasl CTIOCOOHOCTHIO, MOTJIa CPaBHUTHCS
TOJIBKO C 3aKJIMHAHMEM 3allUTH IISITOTO YPOBHA U OblNla COBEPLIEHHO OeCIioie3Ha B JTaHHOM CiIy4ae.

Takum 06pa3oM, MepuH MOT TOJIBKO YKJIOHUTHCS.
«Bcmbimmka Betpal»
MepnuH HEIPEPHIBHO OBUTAJICS B3a[-BIIePEN B Y3KOM IIPOCTPAHCTBeE.

«Xe-xe, 6ecIIOBHbBIE CETH, COXXMUTECH! [TocMOTpHUM, THe TH ceiyac Oymels TpsATaThbCsa? Thl yMPEIIH
37€ech!»

CenpMmoit BonmieOHUK ke, BUAS, 4YTO MepIKH MIOCTOSHHO YKJIOHSIETCS, He TaHUKOBAJ, @ BMECTO
3TOr0 Hayas CXKUMaTh CBOE 3aKIHMHaHKe ThIa BeTpa. Ero muama3oH cTaHOBUICS Bce Oomee u 6onee
Y3KUM, OCTaBjisgsg MepnuHy BCe MEHbIIE U MeHbIIle MeCTa O YKIOHEHU.

Teneps MepnuHy HeKyfa ObIJIO CIPSATATHCS, HE3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJILKO OBICTPOI Oblia
«BcrbIlKa BeTpa».

«Ympu, ympu, ympu!»

I'ma3a BonmieOHKKa S1bca PaCIIMPUINCE U BCIBIXHYJIH, CJIeTKa ITIOKPacHEeB, OH Ka3aJics
Ype3BEIYAWHO B3BOJTHOBAHHKEIM. B 0jHO MrHOBeHME MepiuH 0Ka3asics B JIOBYIIKE HECPAaBHEHHO
Y3KOT'0 MMPOCTPaHCTBaA.

Cutyauus MepnuHa npefBelana eMy Hen30exHy0 rudenb!
«['M. 91bC, €CNU THI AyMAaeIb, YTO MOXKeIlb YOUTh MEeHST TaKUM 00pa30M, TO THl HEIOOIIEHUIT MEeHs ! »

MepnuH riiy00Ko B3OOXHYJI ¥ MTHOBEHHO PeIlucs. Y Hero He ObIO BO3MOXKHOCTU OTCTYIIUTh,
TI03TOMY OH HOJIKeH OBLI MCIIOJIb30BATh BCE UTO V HETO OBUIO UM YMEPETH!

CnoBHO cTpeTnia, BHIyIIeHHAs U3 JIyKa, BCe CYIIeCTBO MepirvHa C YIUBUTEILHOM CUJION TOJIeTEeN0 K
9nnCy.



TeMm He MeHee, JIbC He BOJIHOBAJICS, TAK KaK 3HaJI, 4To MepinuH OymeT OUTHCS 4o KOHIA. TeM He
MeHee, V Hero OBIJIO 3aIllMTHOE 3aK/IMHAHHUE IIeCTOr0 YPOBHS, X OHO IIOSBUIIOCEH IIEPE HUM
MT'HOBEHHO, HaIEKHO 3amuTtuB ero. OH He JyMalt, YTo MepiivH CMOXKeT IIPOPBATh 3aLTUTY IIECTOr0
YPOBHSI.

[Tocrie TPOYTEHUST CBOETO 3AIIMTHOIO 3aKJTMHAHUS, DJIbC MIOOHST PYKY K MPUOINKAIOIIEMYCS
Mepnuny. BrineTten nefsHOM Bo3OyxX. ITO ObIIO 3aKIMHAHME IIIECTOT0 YPOBHS, KOTOPOE IpU
npubnuKeHur HeMeIJIeHHO 3aMop0o3uio Obl MepiirHa B KPUCTAJIJIEL JIbAA.

TeM He MeHee, MepJUH He CTaJl YKIOHATHCS Ha 9TOT pPa3, HO 6POCUIICA TPYAbIO Ha 3Ty aTaky.

9nbc yBUOEN, YTO MepuH Bce elré 6e3pacCymHO YCTPEMIISETCS BIIEPEN, U eT0o Cepille HallOJTHUIIOCh
PaJoCThIO U IPEeABKYyIIeHueM TpuyMda.

«CKaThIi OTOHB, yOeu!»

MepnuH BHITAHYN 00e pyKu. C SIpKOY BCIIBIIIKOM B €T0 PyKaX IOSBUIOCh HECKOJIBKO IIapUKOB 0es10ro
IJIaMeHU pPa3MepoM C KyJlak.

«Bnepén!»

MepmuH cierka BHIBUHYIICS BIEPEN, KOTHa ero ria3a pPe3Ko BCILXHYIM. HeCKOIbKO OTHEHHBIX
apoB OBICTPO BJIETENH B JIE[ASTHON BO3MAYX.

«Iunenne! Munenune! Hluneunue!»

B HOPMAJIBHBIX YCJIOBHAX, KOT'Oa IIJIaMs BCTPEeYaeT JIeOsIHON BO30YX, TeJdHbie KPUCTAJIJIBI OOJIZKHEI
IIPEBPATUTLCA B BOAY U IIOTACHUTLE IIJIaM{d, TEM 0osee 4TO 9TO OBLIIO 3aKIHHAHKE IIIeCTOr0 YPOBHA.

OpHako miaMs MepnuHa He TOJIBKO He YTraciio, HO ¥ YCUJIMJIOCh, ¥ HA4aJi0 CKUTaTh OKPYKAIOIIIH
BO3IyX. HeCKOIbKO OTHEHHEIX IapoB OBICTPO CIIMIUCH BOEOUHO, ¥ UX CKOPOCThH BO3POCIIa B
HEeCKOJIbKO Pa3, KOTla OHU YCTPEMHUIIUCE K DJIbCY.

CempMoit Bomnme6HUK IIbC ClerKa MPUIYPUCS. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa MOSIBUIKCH IIaphl 6e1oro
IJlaMeHU, OH MTHOBEHHO HAaCTOPOXKMUIICS, YYBCTBYS OIIACHOCTD.

Cuna Pa3yma Oblyla 4eM-TO HeMaTepUaIbHEIM, 1 KpOMe CTa0unIu3aluuy Mofesel 3aKIMHaHuY U
pas3bITPHIBAHUS 3aK/IMHAHUN, OHA MMeJla YyJecHble PYHKIMY - OOHA U3 KOTOPHIX 3aK/IH04asach B
OlleHKe YpOBHS omacHOCTH. IMeHHO 6raromaps 3ToMy BomnineGHUK 3JIbC MOHSI, YTO 3TU OTHEHHEIE
IIaphl He OBITA OOBIYHBEIMU.

Tem He MeHee, flaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI OITaCHOCTH, BomeOHUK IIbC HE MOT
YKJIOHUTBCS, IIOTOMY YTO OTHEHHBIE HIapHl ObITH CIUIIKOM ObICTPHIMU. Bosee Toro, MepnuH GBI
CIUIIKOM OJTM3K0 K HeMy. [11aMs moM4anoch K HEMY B MIHOBEHHE OKa, TSIKeJI0 CTalIKUBAsICh C
3AlIUTHLIM 3aKJIMHAHWEM Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH ero Tejla.

Bomnme6HMK 3bC GBI TEMEPD Paf, UTO OH IPOM3HEC 3allUTHOE 3aKIMHAHUE paHee. B mpoTuBHOM
CJIy4ae OH Tomascs Okl Ha XUTPOCTh MepIrHa.

«MepnuH, 3TO JEUCTBUTEIPHO HEOXUAAHHO! ITO TOJIBKO...»

Hpe}Kne yeM BosieOHuK I11bC YCIieJI 3aKOHYHUTh 'OBOPUTH, OH C Y2KAaCOM 3aMETHUJI, UYTO 3alllUTHOE
3aKJIMHaHKEe, IIOKPHEIBAIOIIIEE €r0o TeJI0, Ha4ajl0 CUJIbHO BI/I6pI/IpOBaTB. Bomnee Toro, orueHHLIN map



BHE3aIlHO B30PBAJICS C HECPABHEHHOM cuyoi. [11aMs pacopoCTPaHIIIOCh 110 TIOBEPXHOCTH U GEICTPO
TTPEBPATUIIOCH B OOIIMPHBIN ¥ STPOCTHBIM OTOHb.

B ogHO MrHOBeHUe purypa Jbca IOTPy3uiiach B 0eyoe miams ...
«0ro ...»

[TosiBusncst 6pus, u Gesoe maaMs MOCTENeHHO Havyano yracath. JIuio MepnuHa ObI0 ciierka 6eqHBIM
1 UCTOIIEHHEIM. PaHee OH CTOJIKHYJICS C CUTyalllel KpaliHel oracHOCTH. Eciu Ob1 97bC He OB Tak
HeOpexkeH, ObLIO OBl TPYAHO CKa3aTh, KTO B KOHEYHOM UTOTE YMPET.

«Mou BO3MOXKHOCTH BCE emé HEMOTSITuBaioT!»

MepnuH TUX0 NTpoBopYa. [lepBoHaYanbHO OH gyMal, YTO, CO3[laB 3aKIMHaHNEe TPETHEro YPOBHS
«C3KaTHI OTOHb», B JOMONIHEHNE K «OTHEHHOMY KOJITAIICYy», a TakXke «BUXPIO ThMBI», YCUTIEHHOMY
«Cep[leM ThMBI», er0 CHJIBI MOXKHO OYIeT CYUTATh JOBOJIBHO I'PO3HBIMH.

OnHako mosiBjeHNe JJibca HacTopoxkuiio Mepnuna. Ecnu ero npoTUBHUK 06J1afan JOCTaTOUHO
MotrHou Cunoit Pasyma u He 60517ICs ero 3aK/IMHaHUM Tuma ThMEI, TO APYTHEe eTo IPUEME aXkKe He
CTOUJIO YTIIOMUHATb.

IHaxe IIpA TOM, 9TO OH MOT' aTAKOBATE C MaKCHMaJIbHOM CUJION 3aKJIMHAHUS IIECTOTO YPOBHA, 6y11y‘-II/I
9KUIINPOBAHHBIM OTHEHHBIM KOJIJIAIICOM B COYETAaHUM C 3aKJIMHAHUEM TPETHEr0 YPOBHSA CxarThiid
OI'OHB, CaM MeanH He MOT 3all[UTUTHCS OT 3aKIMHAHUM IIIECTOT0 YPOBHS.

B nmy4iem ciy4ae OH MOT 1ojiaraThCs TOJIBKO Ha BCHEBIIIKY BeTpa ¥ MOCTOSHHO YKIOHATHCA. ECiiu oH
BCTPETUT 3aKnuHaHue CBg3biBaHuUs, ero Bembika Betpa 6ymeT HeaddekTuBHA.

Ha aToT pa3 oH cMor yOuTh J/1bCa TOIBKO 110 CYACTIIUBOM CITy4alHOCTH.

Kpome Toro, Snbc OBITT BCETO IUIb cembMbIM Bomme6uunkoM. Hag HUM Bce elré HaXOgUIUCh IIeCTOoH,
ISTHIY U Tak fganee BommeOHMKY, KOTOphie Oblyin 60jiee MOTYyIeCcTBeHHEIMU. Ha 3TOT pas3 oH
BOCIIOJTb30BaJICS HEOPEXKHOCTHIO JJbca. B crefyiomnii pa3 eMy He Tak ITOBE3ET.

«IToxoxe, IPHUIIIO BPeMs CO3MaTh 3aKIMHAHNEe 3eMHOT0 THIIA KaK MOXKHO CKopee. MiHaue Bce He
OymeT Tak mpocTo!»

MepnuH MOCMOTPEN Ha 3eMIT0, rae BommeOHuKy J1bC OB COXKKEH MTaMeHeM. OCTaroch TOIBKO
KOJIbLI0. Mep/IuH CXBaTUJI KOJIbLIO U Cpady XkKe CIpsATall ero, He MPUrisigblBasich.

«KTO cMeeT uuTaTh 3aKnuHaHus B Ummnepckom 'opome?»

[TocKOMBKY 3TO OBIT IIEHTP I'OPOJia, IIPAaBOOXPAHUTEIIbHEIE OPTaHbl MPUOBIIN K MECTY IIPOUCIIECTBUS
OOCTAaTOYHO OBICTPO. XOTs 9TH [IpaBOOXpaHUTEILHEIE OPTAaHEl COCTOSIM U3 MeYHUKOB-JJIeMeHTaleu,
HU OJIMH 3aKJIMHaTEeJb He OCMEeNIUIICS OBl TOCMEeSThCS HaJ 3THMU OXPaHHUKaMHU.

Tak OBIIO IOTOMY, YTO 3TH IIPABOOXPAHUTEJIFHEIE OPTAHbI TPEACTABIISIA BCIO KOPOJIEBCKYIO CEMBIO
Yépuoit JIyHbl!
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