«I'opox 'mHOME».

MeprnuH B3TJISHYJ Ha CTPAHHBIE BaJIbl TOPOfia. OTO ObUT IUKOBUHHBINM U 3aMBICJIOBATHIM TOPOI-
TOCy[apCTBO, KOTOPHIM CUIBHO BHIENANCS Ha (pOHE O0CTaIbHBEIX FoponoB B KoponescTee YepHOU
JIyHEL

3meit CTapinii emeé He NOTHAN UX, HO MepJuH MpeKpacHo 3HaJll, 4YTO 9TO He IIOTOMY, YTO OH He MOT
TIOCTIETD 3@ X CKOPOCThI0. Hao00pOT, OH HAPOYHO [EepaKaJICs C3a[K, COXPAHSIS MPUITUYHYIO
OUCTAHIINAIO. BEIIO SICHO, YTO OH XOTEJI MOHAOMI0maTh 3a BO3MOKHOCTSIMH MepiuHa, He CTAJIKUBasICh
C MOObMU U3 ropoga ['mHOMU.

B KoHIle KOHII0B, 9TH 3akK/JIMHaTeIX MOrNu y3HaTh CTtapiuero 3mesi. ECu OH OIPOMETYHBO IPOSIBUT
ce0s1, 3TO MOXKeT He ITpefiBelllaTh HUYEero XOpOoIIero BOChMOMY ITPHUHILY.

«MsI oTIIpaBisieMcs Tyaa. JIlo00#, KTO SBISeTCS 3aKIMHATeIeM, NOJIXKEH YMepeThb! »

BripaxkeHue nuiia MepinuHa ObIIO CIIOKOMHLIM, HO B €T0 TOJI0CE 3By4Yasll XOJIONHEIE Pe3KKe HOTKH,
KOTOPHIE 3aCTaBUIIX OBI TI000TO APOXKATh OT CTPaxa.

«CBuct! CBuct!»

Mepnun 1 bammy OBICTPO MOJIeTeIHN B Topoa ['MHOMMU.

B pockomuraom [Tome I'pada mpoxonun 6aHKET, IOCBSAMIEHHBIN IIeCTUAECITUIeTHIO rpada. ['ocTsamu
OBLIM TPECTAaBUTENIN Pa3HbIX CIIOEB aPUCTOKPATUH, a TakKXkKe 3aKIuHATEIH.

«Mott octonoutenusdt JIopn, Bonme6uuk To6nun npubsit!»

KpacuBas XeHIIWHA-0XPaHHUK B cepeOpSIHAIX locexax cka3ana rpady. B cBute rpada He OBII0 HU
OJHOTO OXPAaHHMKA MYKCKOTO IT10JIa, TOJTbKO MOJIOIbIe KPACUBEIE IEBYIIKH C ITBIIITHEIMU QUTYPaMHU.

OT0 OBIJIO OMHO M3 BeMMYANIINX YOO0BONIbCTBUI rpada I'mHOMU. EMy HpaBUIUCh MOJIOfbIe KPACHBhIE
neBymKky. He TOJIBKO OXpaHHUKY, HO U CJIYTH B €T0 IOMe, er0o U3BO3UYUKY U BCE IIPOYUE COCTOSIIIN U3
IIPEKpPacHEBIX feBUll. bojiee TOro, Kak TOJIBKO 3TU AEBYIIKY ITPEBHIIIAY IBAllATH [ISITH JIETHUH
BO3paCT, OHU 3aMeHSIUCh 00Iee MOJIOIBIMHU.

Inst rpada I'mHOMEU 9Ta HEIPHUCTOWHAS M pa3BpaTHAs KU3Hb ObIIa ero MOBCEeTHEeBHLIM
cyliecTBoBaHuEeM. Ecu OBl ero JeHb IpoIIen 6e3 KaKou-Tu00 KEeHIITMHE, OH OBl COIIEN C yMa.
VIMeHHO 13-3a 9TOr0 OH (DaKTHYECKHU He M0JIb30BaJICS IOANePKKOM Hapoaa B ropoae. HampoTtus,
MHOTHE OOBIYHEIE JTIIONK IIPe3upasIy ero [0 TTyOUHE IYIIH.

OnmHAKO HUKTO HAYETO He MOT MOfie/IaTh, TakK Kak rpad, Ka3asoch, XopoiIo 3T0 3Hai. OH OB
IOCTAaTOYHO YMEH, YTOGHE COOpaTh BOKPYT Ce0sT MOTYIIECTBEHHHIX 3aKIUHATEJIEH, KOTOPhIe TalHO
3ammuanyu ero. OH ymen nobexpnaTh u BepOoBas K cebe Ha cinyxk0y 6poxgsunx Bonie6HUKOB ¢
MOIIHEIMU CTIOCOGHOCTSIMH, TPEIOCTABISAS UM BCE, YTO OHM XOTEJIH.

OpuuM u3 HUX Ob1T BonmeOHuK ToOmuH. 2KecToKkui 1 37100HbIM 3aKTHHATEh YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS.
Papmu cBoMX MCClleloBaHUM B alXUMKUK OH yOuJ 60jee cTa JIIoOfel, IPOBOAS pa3IuyHLe
OecyesioBeYHbIE METOIE 3KCIIEPUMEHTOB Hajl HUMH.



3a HUM [lake OXOTUJIMCh 3aKJIMHATENH, HO OH cOexan B ropon 'mHOMYU U OB 3a4UCTIEH IO
KoMaHOoBaHUe rpada. OH CTaa caMbIM CUJTbHBIM 3aKJIMHATEIEM B TOPOZE, a TaKXKe MpaBod PYKOH

rpada.
«Xa-xa, 6vIcTpO, purnacu Bomme6rnuka ToOnuHa BoUTH!»

[Tocne atoro Bonme6uuk ToOnuH, ONETHI B YePHO-CEPYIO0 MAHTHIO, BOIIEN B 3aJl U CJIETKa
MIOKJIOHUIICS Tpady.

«Mou [TocTonouTeHHEIH JIOPH, 51 ONI03[a CErofHs, HO 9TO CIIy4YUJIOCh U3-3a IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS
HEKOTOpPHIX 3enuii. OHU yIy4IINuT Balle (pU3n4ecKoe COCTOTHuE!»

[Toka ou roopu, BonmebHuk To6muH oCcTan MaleHbKUM (GIIaKOH C YePHBIM 3€7TbeM U Iepealt ero
rpady.

I'ma3sa rpada nposicHuIuCh. KOHeYHO, OH MOHUMAJI, YTO uMesl B Buny BommeOHuK ToOmmH, Korma
TOBOPHUJI «YIYYIIUT GU3NIECKOe COCTOsTHUE». ' pad He Ol 3aknuHaTeneM. OH ObLT JTUIIIH
dneMeHTalbHEIM MeyHuKOM. [[onirue rogsl HENPUCTOMHOIO ¥ pa3BpPaTHOTO CYLeCTBOBAHUS
ocnabunu ero teno. [logasmnsiomiee OOIBITMHCTBO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX 3aK/IMHATeNel, KOTOPHIX OH
3aBepboBaJi, OBIIN aniTeKapsMH, KOTOPhIE YMEIU BAPUTh 3€JIbs.

HiMenHo Onmaromapst 3e7bsIM, 4aCTO TPOM3BOOUMEIM 3aKTMHATESIMHU, OH OBITT 30OPOB 0 CUX TIOP.
«Xa-xa, KaK MUJIO C Ballleli cTopoHsl, BonmeOuuk To6nuH. [ToxkanyicTa, TprucaKuBauTeCh.»

I'pad okasascs B XOpoIIeM HacTpoeHuH. ITocye Toro, Kak OH IPWHSI 3€JIbe, OH C HeTepIIeHNeM
BBIIIAJI €T0.

I'ma3a rpada pachoKycupoBamucCh, ¥ OH, Ka3aJa0Ch, COBEPIIEHHO pacciabumncs. He obparmas
BHUMAaHUA Ha IPUCYTCTBUE OPYTUX JIIOMEHN, OH CXBATUJI 3@ PYKY BBICOKYIO U CTPOUHYIO XKEHIINHY-
OXpaHHMKA, KOTOPAs CTOSINIA PSIOM C HUM, ITOCTAaBUB €€ Ha KOJIEHHM OH HaApyTaJiCcs Haj HEew.

E€ nu1io He U3MEHUIIOCH, KaK Oy[TO 3TO OB He MEPBHIM pas3, KOTHa YTo-To Mogo0Hoe mpoucxoguio. U
BCe Xe, I Ha rpada u Bomme6uuka ToOnuHa, 0HA He MOTJIa CKPHITh 071€CK OTBPAIleHUs 1
IIPe3pPeHus B ee ria3ax.

«He nnoxo, He mmoxo. Bonme6uuk ToOnMuH, Balllk 3e/Ibs CTAHOBATCS BCe JIydllle U JTydiie!»

IocTaToyHO CKOPO rpad XJIOMHY B JIafOIIK U CHOBa cefl. ETo nuio, KoTopoe paHbIie ObI0
HECKOJIbKO OJIETHBIM, TEMEPD IYYUIOCh 3MOPOBLEM, U OH ObLT OOAP U MOJIOH CUJT. BHIIO 0Y4EBUIHO, YTO
OH TIPUHUMAJ 3€eJIbe.

Bonme6uuk Tob6muH cinabo YJ'IBI6HYJ'[CH n COGI/IpaHCH YTO-TO CKa3aTh, KOT'Ad BOPYT, Ka3aJ10Ch, 4YTO-TO
3aMeTHII.

«Kanpansl BeTpa!»
«CBuct!»

B monu cekyHparl, Korga BonmeOHuK ToONMMH MOOHSN PYKY, XKEHIIMHA-0XPaHHUK, KOTOpas
M3HayvaabHO OblJla KPOTKOM, BHE3AITHO BhHITAIllK/Ia OeJlblii KWHXKAJl ¥ TKHYJa ero nmpsMo B rpada.

HeBylka Obla OBICTPOM, ¥ KUHKAJ AocTal rpyau rpada. OgHako 3To Oblna MPOCTO LapanrHa,
TIOTOMY 4TO JIe3BHE KMHKaJla IPOpe3asio TOJIBKO KOXKY, [TOCIIe YeT0 CUIbHBIM MOPHB JiIeMeHTanen



BeTpa orpaHUYMII €€ OBUKEHUS.
910 OBINIO 3aK/IMHAHUE, co3naHHOe Bonme6HuKoM To6IMHOM, KOTOPOe CHOBA CIIaciio KU3Hb rpady.

Becb GaHKETHBIN 3ajl MOTPY3UICS B THIIMHY. Bce CMOTpesnu Ha yrpioMoe JUio rpada B cTpaxe. TO
OBLIIO HE B MEPBHIM pa3, KOrha HeYTO IMomo0H0e MTPOMCXOIUII0, HO KaXK/IkIM pa3, Koraa Takoe
IIPOUCXOJUJTIO, 9TO 03HAYaJI0, YTO HEKOTOPhIE Tofu B ropofe ['mHOMU OyayT yOuTH OeccepmedHbIM
rpadom.

«YepT Bo3bMHu, PenuHA, TOYEMY THI IIHITATIACh MEHS YOUTH?»
I'pad B SIpOCTH B3pEBEN HA [IEBYIIKY.
Ona 37100HO TOCMOTPea Ha rpada C X0JI0gHOM YIIEIOKOM.

«Xex, rpad, g1 maBHO x0Tesna TeOs yOuTh. IIocMOTPH Ha BCEX BOKPYT. 3[€Ch HET HUKOTO0, KTO HE XOTeN
Ol TeOs1 yOouTh! JIumb Onarogaps TBOeH yfade U 3TOMY YEPTOBOMY BonieOHUKY - THI eIl He YMeD.
Xaxa, ybel MeHs, II0 KpailHeW Mepe, 51 HaKOHel-To O0yay cBobodHa...»

'pyns rpada BEICOKO B3AbIMAJIach, ¥ OH Ka3ascs pa3bsipeHHBIM. OH yKa3al Ha AeBYIIKY U MpadHO
cKasas:

«Xe-xe, HE TaK JIETKO YMEPEeTh, Kak Tebe KaxeTcs. TBOSI ceMbsi TOCTPajilaeT BMeCTe ¢ TO00i 13-3a
TBOEH raymoctu! UouTte, moMarTe BCio ceMbio PeTUHIE U HUKOTO He YIYCTHTE!»

MHoTrre oXpaHHUKY BOIITH U3BHE U 6€32KaT0CTHO BHIBOJIOKJIU JIEBYIIKY M3 3aJla.

«4l roToBa 3amnaTUTh MI00YI0 IIEeHY, U S MOJIIOCh, UTOOH! IbSIBOJI TIOSBUJICS ceiidac U yOum
OeccepmeuHoro rpada, cracas TeM CaMbIM BECh T'OPO ...»

Ee MyunuTenbHBIE KPUKH 0TO3Ba/IMCh 9XOM II0 BCEMY 3aMKy, HO B 9TOM MUpe He OBIIO0 ObsSBOJIA.
«JIoCTaTOYHO I'Ma3eTh, IPOAOIIKAK IMpa3mHOBaHuE! »

W3rHaHue [eByIIKY ¢ 6aHKeTa BeYepOM OBIIO JTUINb HeOOIbIIUM HOCATHBIM IIPOUCIIECTBUEM.
IocTaTOYHO CKOPO I'pad BOCCTAHOBHUI CBOE XOpOIllee HACTPOEHKE ¥ BRI3BAJI EIl€ OMHY KPaCaBHITy-
OXPaHHHUIIY.

«B3pHIB!»

Kak Tonbko 6aHKeT BO30OHOBUII CBOM TOPXKECTBa, €T0 BHE3AITHO IpepBajl 'POMKUM 3BYK. Kpome TorO,
Oonbiire IBepyu 3aMKa OBl pa30uThl. KycKu TBEPHOOT0 KaMHS OKa3aluch pa30pocaHkl TOBCIOAY .

ApHCTOKpATH B 3aje ObUIA HallyraHH 10 6e3yMus U OTCTYIIIM Ha3af, UX I1a3a ObUIM yCTPEeMIIEHE
Ha IBepHOY IIpoeM. TaM NMOSBUIKCH ABa HE3HAKOMIA, ¥ ONMH M3 HUX JiepXKaJ 3a PYKY AEBYIIKY,
KOTOPYI0 COBCEM HEHABHO BHIBOJIOK/IM U3 3ajia.

«4 He OBSIBOIM, HO A MOT'Y BEBITIOJTHATH Ballle XKemaHue!»
Mornomoi 4emoBeK CTPAHHO YXMBEIJIBHYJICA M TUXO0 CKa3aJl 3TO OEBYIIKE.

Kak TonbpKo MoJI0fioM yesmoBeK 3aroBopul, Bommebuuk TobmuH TyT 3Ke BCTamn psmoM ¢ rpadom. OH
CKa3aJl TUXUM T'0JI0OCOM:



«Munopm, 9T0 MOTYIIeCTBeHHBIe 3aKTMHATENH. BBl MOIKHEI YATH HEMEIIeHHO.»

Bonme6uuk ToOnMH, 04eBUAHO, ObII B COCTOSIHUY NTOHSATH YTPO3Y, KOTOPYIO NIPECTaBIIsIN gBa
HEe3HAKOMIIa, U ero JIMLO BHIJIAAENI0 04eHb CePbE3HEIM.

I'pad ObIT HECKOTBKO PACCTPOEH TEM, UTO OISTH IIPEPBaIX €70 TOPKECTBO, HO OCTABAJICS
OTHOCHUTETBFHO CIIOKOMHBIM, Bepsi B criocobHoCTH Bomnmebuuka To6nuHa. [103TOMy OH Clerka KuBHYIL.

«Bomnure6HuK ToOIMH, BB HOJIKHBI OBITH OCTOPOXKHEL. 4 MOMAY ¥ MPHU30BY BCeX 3aK/IMHATeNIel B
3aMKe. XM, OHU [IOCMeJIU BOPBAThCA B MOY 3aMOK. HeBaxKHO, KTO OHU, OHU [OOJIKHEI 3alJIAaTUTh 3@ 3TO
BEICOKYIO IIeHy!»

[Tocne sToro rpad Havas 3BaKyalluio U3 3aMKa II0[] 3aIlIUTON HECKOJIbKUX OXPaHHUKOB U
3aKjanHaTesnen.

«BBI mymMaeTe, 4YTO CMOXKeTe YUTHU?»

CIIOKOMHEIN B3TJISI MOJIOIOT0 YeJI0BEKa YCTpeMUIICS Ha rpada, ero auio ObI0 HacMenuuBo. [Tocne
3TOTO OH HAYaJl IIar 3a I1aroM HeTOPOIIJIMBO MPUOIHUKATLCS K Tpady.

«4 He 3Hal0, KTO BHI, HO 51 Bomme6uuk To6nuH. Bo3MOXKHO, MeXIy BaMu U TpadoM eCTb KaKoe-To
Henopa3yMmeHnue. Kakoi Ob1 Hu Oblna Balla mpocbOa, MOM JI0PH 003aTEIbHO BHITIOIHUT €€...»

Bonure6Huk ToOMMH TaKKe IMPOIIEN HECKOJILKO IIaroB BIIEPEN U BCTal mepeq rpadom. Ero
KoMdopTHas XKU3HbL B Topofe 'mHOMU Obl/Ta HEOTIEeMMMa OT IoBepus rpada K HEMY.

TakuM 06pa3oM, HECMOTPS HU Ha YTO, EMY CHa4ala HyKHO OblyIo 06ecreuyuTsb, 6€30I1acHOCTh rpada.
«To6muH... X0pOIIIo, THl YMPEIb TEPBEIM. 3alIOMHU MOE UM - YUJICOH MepnuH!»

OTHM MOJIOABIM YeJI0BeKOM OblsT MepiuH, KOTOPHIY ocIens U3 ropoga TapaH B ropon I'mHOMHY.
[Tonumas, 9To 3aKknuHaTeNeM nepeq HuM 0vin ToOnmHOM, yIEIOKa Ha ero rybax cTaia IeAsHOMu.

Bo Bpemsi paccnenoBanus MepnuH o6Hapyxkui, 4To Bomnme6uuk To6nun u3 ropoga ['mHOMHU OBIT
OOHUM M3 TeX, KTO MPUXOAus B 3aMoK YuscoHa. Eciu 661 3meit CTapIuuii ¥ OCTalbHbIE, TIOCTIaHHbIE
Ero KoponeBckuM BbicouecTBOM BOCEMEIM IIPUHIIEM, He ycmenu Obl BOBPEMsI, 3aMOK YHJICOHA
nepecTas OBl CyIIeCTBOBATb.

«Mepnun? MepnuH u3 Pervona Temuou Maruu? Utak, 3TO THL ... 3HAYUT TH BEPHYJICA?»

YcmpiaB, YTO MOIOOOM 3aKIWHATENb IIepen HUM - MepnuH, rna3a BonmieOHrKa To6M1MHA BCIBIXHY N
3100HEIM cBeTOM. OH 3HaJI, YTO MepIuH, BEPHYBUIUCH, 00I3aTeIbHO MPUOET MCTHUTE.

Bo3moxHO, 661710 OBl HETIPUSATHO YOUTHL MepirHa, HO €CIIM OCTaBUTh €T0 B JKUBHIX, TO 3TO IIPUBEMET K
emé OOJIBITMM HETIPUSITHOCTSM. [ToaToMy, maxe eciu ToOIMH omacascs Bo3me3nus Peruona TeMHoM
Maruwu, oH He KonebOancs Obl cefiyac, Korga MepiuH MPUIIEN CIofa.

«ByMm!»

CUbHBIH LITOPM TIOSIBUJICS U3 HEOTKY/Ia U HAIpPaBUICS K MepiuHy. OTo ObIJI0 3aKIMHAHNE
YETBEPTOTO YPOBHS, KOTOPOE OBIJIO MOCTATOYHO CUIBHBIM, UTOOBI pa3pyLIUTh JIt00ObIe 3aIlUTHHIE
CUJIHL.

MepnuH maxe He YOOCYKUIICS B3TJISHYTh Ha O6ypio. BMeCTo 3TOro OH MPOTSHYI PYKY BIEPE].



«OTHEeHHBIN KOJIarc! »

Bemnoe nnaMsa Hadano SpoCcTHO ropeTh. BonmebHuk To6MKMH gaxe He yCIeN MPON3HECTH 3allUTHOE
3aK/IMHaHUeE, IPeXe YeM ero Tejlo NOorIoTuIo 6enoe mniams.

[Tnams 6vIcTpO UCYe370, HO ¢purypa BonmeOunrka TobnuHa Takxke ucyesna 6e3 ciena. BommeOHUK
To6muH, KOTOpOoro rpad BUAE B KaYeCTBE CBOEH MOANePKKHU U 3aLTUTEI, KOTOPBIH OBII
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM 3aKJIHMHATEJIEeM YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS, laXke HE CMOT IIPOTHBOCTOSITh €IMHCTBEHHOM
aTake MepnuHa.

«Kak u BCe BHL... YMpure!»

MepuH TOCMOTpEN Ha apUCTOKPATOB B 3aje. Bce 3T mogu HamonmHsiu MepnuHa oTBpamienueM. OH
He OBIJT TeM, KTO HAIIPaBO U HajieBO yOuBasl OOBIYHBIX JTIOfIeH, HO IToBefeHue Irpada paHee BLI3LIBAJIO Y
HET0 OTBpAIlleHWe, ¥ B HeM OBITIO CTOJIBKO 3JI0CTH, KOTOPYIO HY2KHO OBIJIO KyHOa-TO AEeTh.

BeckoHeUHbIN OTOHB, CTPYUBLINICS U3 MepiuHa MOTJIOTUII BeCh 3aMOK. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, OBIITN
TV OHU apUCTOKpaTaMy UK 3aKJIMHATEeNsIMU, OHU OBICTPO IPEBPATUIIUCE B IIEMENI OT CaMOro JIETKOTO
IIPUKOCHOBEHUS 6eJIoro IIaMeHu.

He OBI70 HM XKaJIKUX KPUKOB, HU 3JIOBOHKS KPOBHU, U JaxKe He OBIJI0O aTMOCGhEpH Xaoca U OecIopsigKa.
Tem He MeHee, 060, KTO OBLUT CBUETENIEM 9TOH CIIEHBl CBOMMM T'JIa3aMMU, ITOUYBCTBOBAII OBl XOJIO[ B
CBOEM cepfilie.

IaxKe meByIKa, KOTOpas paHbIIe BIafiaia B oTHasgHue u 0e3 KonebaHUN MOIUIIACh AbSIBOIY, MOTJIa
nuib 6e3y49acTHO CMOTPETH Ha OyIyolee maaMs IIepef CBOMMU Tlla3aMy, He ITPOU3HOCS HU CIIOBA.

«BomnmeO6HUK MepnuH, MpeKpaTuTe 3TO MPSIMO ceryac!»

B 3TOT MOMEHT B yXxe MeanHa 3a3By4alJl JOBOJIEHO B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN T'OJIOC.
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