KomHaTa HaBePXy Oblna eIeé ocBelleHa. CHy}KaHKa IIpuBEJia MepJ'II/IHa K OIBEPHU U CJIETKa
IIOKJIOHUJIACh, 3aTEM IIOBEPHYJIACh U ITOYTUTEJIEHO YIIIJIa.

MepuH IPOTSAHYI PYKY U TOJKHYJ IBEDb.

[TnaHWpOBKa KOMHATHL OblsIa 0YeHb IIPOCTOM, HO OHA Besifia IOMAIIHUM yI0TOM, 0COOEHHO OT KPOBaTH,
TOe CUOeny OBe U3SIIHbIe, KpaCHUBbIe XKEHIIWHHI.

«Xapusa? Aspun? Brl 06e 37€Ch ...»

Mepnus yneiOHyICS, HeOpeKHO CHIB MaHTHIO U HAKMHYB €€ Ha CTyJ. ABpHUJ OCTajlach Ha MecCTe.
Kazarnocs, 4To 0Ha Ayetcs, a Xapu3a co0/1a3HUTENbHO YIBOHyIach, KOTAa BCTajla U IMolia K
Mepnuny.

«MepnuH, KaK A0JIC0 Thl OCTaHEeIIbCSA Ha 9TOT pa3?»
Xapu3a 0CTOPOXKHO II0XJIONAajIa 10 MaHTUU MepirHa U TUXO CIPOCHUIIA.

ITo cpaBHEeHUIO ¢ ABpuJI, Xapu3a Ka3aiach 00ee 3a00TIuBOM xKeHou. Kax[bii pas, Korma MepinuH
BO3BpaIllajICsAd B 3aMOK YHUJICOHOB, OH OIIyIajl pegKoe 4yBCTBO KoM(popTa 0T Xapu3Hl.

«4l He 3Hal0, Ha 3TOT pa3 MHe IPUAETCS UMETh [eJI0 CO MHOTUMU BelllaMU. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3a 3TO
BpeMs B 3aMKe YHUJICOHa IIPOU30III0O MHOTO Belel, U 5 II03BOJIUJI UM BCeX BacC HamyrarTh... f mpoBeny
CTOJIBKO BpeMeHH, CKOJIbKO CMOT'Y, ¥ IOA0XKAY, II0Ka BCce He OyoeT OpraHu30BaHO OOJIKHBIM 00pa3oM,
npexie 4eM YUTU».

MepHI/IH He 3HaJl, CKOJIbLKO BPEMEHHU 3TO 3arMeT. OH MOICYMTAll, YTO, BO3MOIKHO, HOTpeﬁyeTCH
HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIEB, YTOOH BCE YCTPOUTEL B 3aMKe Yuncona.

«Tebe CHOBa HYXKHO YXOOUTb...»

ABpur, KoTopas cupesia B CTOpoHe, Obl/la HEMHOT'0 HecdacTHa. XOTs OHa CTaJla TPeKpacHoM JaMoi,
HEBUHHBIM TeMIIEPaMEHT BCe elllé He MCYe3, U 9TO 3aCTaBUJI0 MepJivHa MO0YyBCTBOBATh, YTO OH
BEPHYJICS B TO BPeMsI, KOTIa OH BIlepBhle MpuOLLn B ropor [Ipakar.

MepmuH yneioHyICcS. OH He OBUT 3071 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH BCTAJl HA MyTh 3aK/IMHATEIS, eMy
CyXmeHo ObIJI0 Bcerma OBITh BOAJIU OT CBOEM CEMbH.

«Jla, rome Cenus u KoHKCHOH?»
MepnuH 3aMeTHUJI, YTO OH He BUAEN OBYX Masbllei B KOMHATe.
«OHHU OTIIPaBUIIKCH BHU3 CIIATh».

Xapusa nopgotna 6nuxke K Mepnuny, u ee co0la3HUTEIbHOE TEJI0 KPETKO IIPUKanock K MepinuHy,
co3aBas YyBCTBO IIPUBS3aHHOCTU. MepIuH MOT ITOHATh 4yBCTBA Yapu3bl ¥ ABpUJL. OTOT MOMEHT
IpHUHAOeXall eMy U ero IBYM ITPeKPacHBIM XKEHAM.

HukTo He 3HaJ, CKOJILKO BpeMeHHU MpoIiio. [laxxe Mep/iuH Havyaal YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 HEMHOTO
ycTaBuuM. HensBeCTHO, CKOJIbKO pa3 Xapu3a u ABpuI 6pocanuch Ha OOJIBIIYI0 MPOCTOPHYIO KPOBATh.



AKKypaTHO TIIOTJIaXKKUBast TIafgKyi0 KOXKy 00eux xk€EH, MepiiuH B3NOXHYT ¢ o0neryeHueM. B ero
MEICTISIX OB peIKUM MOMEHT ITOKOSI.

«Mepnus, ... 1 X04y pebeHKa!»

XapI/I3a, KOTOpPasi CHa4dalla YCHYJId, BHE3dlITHO CHOBA OTKPEIIIA I'JIa3a. Ee IIOKPaCHEBIIIEE JINII0
II0KA3aJI0 HaMEK Ha IMOXO0Th, CMEIIaHHBIN C OPYTHM BUOOM MCKYIIEHHU .

OpnHako cepnaie MeanHa YyThb HE yIIalIlo. Korpa Ha aToT pa3 OH BEPHYJICA B 3dMOK YuncoHa, ox
3dMETHUII USMEHEHHUA B Xapnse u ABpI/IJ'[.

Aspun Gbiia 6071€€ IPSIMONTUHEIHA, TOCKOJIBKY B €€ Cepalle He OBIJI0 MHOT'O CKPHITHIX CEKPETOB.

Bce mornu BumeTs, 4TO Teneps, KpoMe Onp YuncoHa, HaCTOAIIUM Y€JI0BEKOM, KOHTPOIUPYIOIIUM
BCe, UTO KacaeTcCs YUJICOHCKOTO 3aMKa, Oblyia Xapu3a. K cyacThio, OTHOIIEHUS MeXAy Xapu3ou u
ABpun Toxe OBUIM JOBONBHO TaPMOHUYHEIMY, M HUKAKOTO HEOpa3yMeHUs [0 9TOMY IIOBOZLY He
ObLI10.

[To cpaBHeHUIO ¢ ABpHIL, B cepalle Xapu3bl OBIO CKPLITO MHOTO Beledt. TeM He MeHee, OHa Oblna
IOCTAaTOYHO CIIOCOOHOM, crioco0HOM 3a00TUTHCSA 060 BCell ceMbe YHUIICOHA, TO3TOMY OHa MOTJia
CUMTATHCS OYEeHb JOOPOMEeTEIbHON KEeHOH.

«Ckaxu MHe, Xapu3a, 4YTO CJIIy4YUJIOCh?»

MeanH 3HaJl, 4TO XapI/I3a HHUKOI'Ma HEe CKaXKeT, 4TO X04eT peﬁeHKa ITomKHO 6I:>ITI:, H3-3a MHOTUX
BeIlleH, IIPOUCXOOAIINX B CEMbE Yuncona, y Heé IOSBUIIaCh TaKas Ufes.

Xapu3a OCTOPOKHO BCTajla ¥ IPUrjafguia CBOU pacTpENaHHbe IJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH], 3aTEM
HAKJIOHWIACh U 00HsI71a MepnuHa. CTpacTHEIM rOJIOCOM OHa CKalalla:

«MepnuH, S OTIUYaCh OT ABPHUJI, OHa HUYEro He 3HAET, U e TOJIbKO X04YeTCs, YTOOHI TH BCe BpeMs
OCTaBaJICsl B 3aMKe YucoHa ... OmHaKo TH 3ak/InHaTelNb. Tebe CyXKaeHO HaXOOUTLCS BOAX OT foMa!

Tet mpomén gonruii myTh. CeMbsi CTONKHYJACh ¢ OecnperiefeHTHEIM Kpu3nucoM. Ecnu Okl He BOCBMOM
npuHIl, 6010Ch, MBI yKe IToCTpafganu Okl 0T KaTacTPodkl. {1 MOHS, YTO B JAHHKIM MOMEHT MHI 0OJIbIIIE
He SIBJIsgeMCs 00BIYHOM ceMbEeH. Jlazke ecyIu MBI XOTe M OBl OBITh OOBIYHEIMY, MBI HUKOTIa HE CMOXKEM
CHOBA CTaTh HUMH.

4 cneimarna, kak 3ment Ctapiuvii ¥ ero 04U YIIOMUHANIM PaHee, 4YTO CeEMbe YHUJICOHA B KOHEYHOM
UTOTe HYKHO OyHeT peBpPaTUTHCS B KJaH 3akiauHaTesei. Haye MUD B JoMe HUKOTHA He HaCTYIIUT.
9To cymb0a Hallleil CEMbH, a 3HAUUT HaM HYXKHHI IETH C KauecTBOM 3aknuHatensd. U Cenus, u
KoHKCcHOH He 00/1aJaloT UM».

[Tocne atoro Xapu3a 3aMojiyana ¥ MepjuH HaKOHeI] ITOHAJ, I0YeMy OHa TakK 0TYasgHHO XO4eT UMETh
elé omHoro pebéHKa.

CeMbs YucoHa B KOHEYHOM UTOTe IIPEBPATUTCA B KJlaH 3aKIHMHATENe!, U faxe cerdac y MepnuHa
yxe Oblsla Takas upuesi. TeM He MeHee, 3TO MOTPeOyeT MHOTHX JItofel ¢ TpebyeMbIM KaueCTBOM.
Cenus u KoHKCHOH He o0afany UM, B OTIMYKE OT chiHa Maticu, Koya.

[TpennonoxuTtensHo, mpubbiTre 3Mesi CTapllero ¥ Apyrux 3akJIMHATeIed B 3TOT IEPUO]] BpEMEHU
HaKOHeI] 3aCTaBUJI0 Xapu3y 0CO3HAaTh, YTO CeMbsI YUJICOHA MOXKET CTaTh KJIaHOM 3aKJIMHATEJIeH, B TO
BpeMs Kak 0oJbliIie HafeX bl MOTTIM ObITH BO3JI0KEHH Ha MajeHbKoro Koyna.



U Bce xe Koyn 6b11 ciHOM Maticu, a He MepnuHa. Xapu3a, Kak IprHIlecca KOPOJIeBCKOM CEMbH,
MMeJjla eCTECTBEHHYIO0 YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTh K 3TOMY BOIIPOCY, HACTOJIBKO TJTy00KO, YTO OHA CTasa
NOBOJIbHO HETEPIIEIUBOM.

[TogymaB HeMHOr0, MepnuH yiIEIOHYIICS U CKa3al:

«/3BUHM, YTO 3aCTaBUJI BCEX BaC BOJIHOBATHCS. 3aMOK YUJICOHA 0OJIblle He CTOJIKHETCSI C TAKUMU
npob6nemamu B OynyiieM. Ha 3ToT pa3 s 3aiiMych ceMeiHbIME feflaMu. {1 Bce ycTpoio. He 3aBucumo
0T TIpeppacmosoxeHHocTH KoHkcroHa u Cenun, o 06a Mou geTu!»

MepnuH 3HaJ, YTO OH HEe MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh Xapu3y YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sT HEIPUHYXKIEHHO, HO BO BPpeMs
CBOET0 HaXOXKIeHHs B 3aMKe YHJICOHA OH He Bo3pazKas, ecyiu Owl Xapu3a u ABpui paboTanu
ycepnHee. Eciu 651 OHU [e#iCTBUTENIBHO MOTJIM ITPOU3BOIUTD NeTel ¢ KaueCTBOM 3aKIMHATENs, 3TO,
€CTeCTBeHHO, ObII0 OB Tydllle, a TaKXkKe B COOTBETCTBUY C BUAeHUEM MepiuHa.

[Tpu 3apoXaeHuN KaXkaoro KjlaHa KOJIM4YeCTBO UX YJIEHOB OBIJIO OUeHb CKyIHBIM. Ml HOTIa TONBKO
OJMH ITIOTOMOK C KaYeCTBOM 3aKJIMHATEJII MOT MOSBUTLCSA B ODHOM IIOKOJIEHNH. ITO TpeboBaso
HECKOJIbKUX TTOKOJIEHUN YCUNIUM U HAKOIJIEHUS, ¥ TOJIbKO TOT{la OHK MOTJIX OBl pa3BUTHLCS B
IIPOLBETAOLINY KJ1aH 3aKIMHATeJIeH.

Xap1z13a TaKXe IIOCJIYIIHO KUBHYIJIQ, I'TIA04 Ha TEMHOE HOYHOe He0O 3a OKHOM. IMOITNH, KOTODEIE
HAKaIIJIUBAJIUCh B €€ Cepane B TeHeHNEe MHOT'UX JIET, TaK2Ke BHE3aIllHO OTKPLIJINCE.

«MepnuH, 1 HEMHOT0 CKy4alo 10 JoMy. MoxeM N1 MBI Korfa-HuOyas BepHyThCa B LlapcTBo CBeTa?»
«BepHyTBECA?»

Mricnu MepirHa, TI0X0XKe, TaKXKe BEPHYINUCH B BIIaKyoTep-CUTH, U OH mopyMast 06 JHCOHe,
MaJleHbKOM ToJicTsKe ['aTTe, Mucc Kapuc u 3m106HOM cTapuke JTe...

Hx OBIJIO CTIMIIKOM MHOTO, CIIAIIKOM MHOI0, 1 Mep/iuH BCe elle IOMHUT UX 04eHb 4€TK0. OgHAKO
onBuIee 1apcTBo CBeTa yXKe mOMKHO OBLIO ITpeBpaTuThCs B Mmepuio CBsaToro Ceeta.

«KoHeuHO, MBI CMOKEeM BEPHYThLCS, MBI 003aTeIbHO BePHEMCS ! »

MepnuH cKa3as TBEPHO. Xapu3a Oblla MPUHIIECCOH KOPOIeBcKou ceMbr KoponeBcTBa CBeTa.
Bo3MoxkHO, el He ygacTcs 3a0biTh 0 LlapcTBe CBeTa B 3TOM KK3HU, HO KaK IIPUHIIECCA BEIMEPILIETO
KOpOJIEBCTBa OHa Oblyia OeccuibHa U IIPOCTO HEe MOTJIa BEPHYThCS Ty[a.

«MeprnuH, BO3MOXKHO, HENCTBUTENIBHO €CTh IIIAHC BEPHYTHCS... 3a IIOCTIEOHHE IIECTh MECSILIEB 5
CTBIINana, Kak rpad CenvH ogHAXKIH YIIOMSHYJT, 4TO rpanuila KoponeBctBa YépHoit JIyHH Ka3amach
HECKOJIbKO HecTabuinbHOM. [Tocne Toro, Kak Mmnepus CesaToro CBeta cTabuiIn3upoBaia CBOE
BIIUSHUE, OHU Havaau co37aBaTh Mpo6IeMbl Ha TPaHuIle, TI09TOMY OYeHb BEPOSITHO, YTO 9TO 3aXKKET
eIl€é OOUH KPECTOBEIM IOXO] ...»

Xapu3a TmaTeIbHO ONKcala HOBOCTH, KOTOPHIE OHA YCTbllIana ansd MeprnuHa.
«Mmnepus Cesitoro CBeTa cobupaeTcsi Ha4aTh KPECTOBHIM TOX0M?»

Mepnun HaxMypuics. CII0BO «KPEeCTOBBIN ITOXOI» He MOXKeT OBITh HCII0Ib30BaHO JIeTKO. Korma
LapcTBo CBeTa emie cymecTBoBamo, LlepkoBb CBeTa Ipu3Baja ero HauaTbh HECKOIBKO KPECTOBBIX
moxonoB npotuB KoposnescTBa YepHOU JIyHBI, KOTOPEIE Ha3klBaIKuCh KpecToBEIM oXomoM BocTouHoU
Epecu. 3HaMenuTas BoliHa 00#HS OblJla OOHOW U3 BOMH MPEAbIAYIINX KPECTOBIX TIOXO/IOB.



Onp YI/IJ'ICOHY TaKXe OBbIJI0 IIPHCBOEHO 3BaHHE 6ap0Ha, IIOTOMY YTO OH II€PEXKUII eé u 3apa60TaH
60J'IBH.IYIO BOEHHYIO 9ECTh.

HOSTOMY Ka}KJIBIfI erCTOBBIfI Imoxon OBIIT HeCPaBHEHHO XKECTOKHUM. BYI[B TO OOBIYHBIE JIIOOU UJIN
3akIuHATEeNIn, HUKTO He OBITT TOTOB CTOJIKHYTBCSA C 2KECTOKOCTBIO KPECTOBBIX ITOXOJOB.

«3JTO BCETO NUIIb CyX. 51 y3Haw 00 9TOM 00JIbllle, KOTHa Y MeHs OyIeT BpeMs.»

MepnuH Havyal pa3MBIIUIATh. ECu 3T0 OB IeHCTBUTEILHO KPECTOBLIM 110XO0/, OH OECIIOKOUIICS O
ToM, 4TO naHgmadT Bcero Koponesctsa YepHou JIyHB U3MEHUTCS, U B 9TO OyAET BTIHYTO OOMIBIIOE
KOJINYEeCTBO OpraHu3anuyl 3akjIvuHaTeseun.

Xapu3a BeICKa3ana MepiieHy HEKOTOPBIE CBOM OAaCeHHsI, II09TOMY OHA CMOTJIa JOBOJIBHO OBICTPO
3aCHYTb CIIOKOMHLIM CHOM. He3aBUCHMO OT TOT0, HACKOJILKO CHJIbHOM Oblna Xapr3a, oHa Obla
IIPOCTO OOBIYHOM KEHIIMHOM, ¥ JoBeprue MepnuHa ceryac ei HyKHO Obly10 60sbille, 4YeM Korma-muoo.

«BommeOHuK Xumn!»
B ckpomHO# GpeBeHYaTON XUKUHEe MepIuH CHOBA YBUAES CTapUKa B YEPHOU MaHTHH.

CTapuK B YepHBIX OeXKOax IIOoCTapes ellé CUIbHee, HO OH BBITTISIAENT BIOJIHE IPUIMYHO ¥ MOT
IIPOXKUTH eIé HeCKOIbKO JeCATUIeTHH. 3eibe MepauHa oI cTabunIn3anuy Mofeel 3aKIuHaHuHl
IIOMOTJIO €My HOCTUYb 3TOTO.

«Bonuie6HUK MepinyH, Bb HAKOHEI] BEPHYIKCE ... Teneps s B 3HAUUTEJIbHOM cTeneHu Oecmone3eH. 4
ofelran BaM, 4To 1103a004yCh 0 Balllel ceMbe, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TaKO# CTapHUK, KakK 5, HUUero He
CMOT CHeJiaTh, CTOJIKHYBIINCEH C STUMHU MOT'YIIEeCTBEHHBIMU 3aK/INHATEIIMU.

YBuneB MepiuHa, CTapuK B UYEPHOI OfleK[Ie BHITTISAAEI OBOILHO CMYIIEHHBIM. OH OB IPOCTO
3ak/MHaTeNleM HaualbHOTO YPOBHS, YbM MOMENY 3aKIuHaHUM He ObIIM CTaOUIbHEL YTO OH MOT UM
IIPOTUBOIIOCTABUTH?

«Pa3Be HaM He IIOMOT BOChMO¥M IPUHII? 3aMOK YUIICOHA O0JIbIlle HE HaXOOUTCS B OIACHOCTH ...
BonureOHuUK XU, Ha 3TOT pa3 s 37IeCh, YTOOBI CEPIeYHO MPUTIIAaCUTh BaC, HagesiCh, YTO BB
IIPUCOEOUHUTECH K MOEMY KJIaHY.»

MepnuH ynei6HyCcs. [T0OCKONBKY OH PEIIu CoenaTh CEMbI0 YUICOHA KJIaHOM 3aKIHHATENeH, eMy,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, HY2KHO OBIJIO IIOATOTOBUTHCS.

«BcTynuTh B KnaH YuicoHa? BonieOHUK MepnuH, Bb TOTOBUTECH IPEBPATUTh CBOIO CEMbBIO B KJIaH
3aKanHaTenen?»

CrapuK B YepHHIX Oflexkmax OBICTPO moramancs. Hemerko craTh KjlaHOM 3akKIHHATENTeH, 0COOeHHO B
HBIHEIITHUX 00CTOSITeIbCTBAX, KOTTA CTOJIbKO BomeOHNKOB 06 TM3bIBAIOTCS HAa COKPOBUIA MepIuHa.
Ecnu niogy BOCEMOro IIpUHIA YAAYT, KjlaH YUJICOHA NEWCTBUTEIbHO IIOABEPrHETCS ONaCHOCTH.

«Bomme6HuK XU, y ceMbU YUICOHOB BCe elllé ecTh BEIOOp? Knan 3aknuHaTenen, 3To
eIUHCTBEHHBIH c11oco6. B mpoTUBHOM clly4ae IOJI0KEHNe MOel ceMbH OyeT elle 6omnee
HecTabuIbHEIM. UTO KacaeTcs 3TUX YyIpo3, TaK Kak s BEPHYJICS, MHE, €CTECTBEHHO, TPUOETCS
YCTPaAHUTh WX pa3 U HaBCETHA ...»



JIutio MepnuHa oKa3aio HaMEK Ha XJIagHOKPOBHUE.
[Tocne monroi may3bl CTapUK B YEPHOU OfeK[e Clerka IoKaydaJs rojioBoW U CKa3all:

«41 mymato, 3a0yaeTe 06 9TOM. 4 yKe ymupai, noaromy g 6yny 6ecrnone3eH. 3HaHUS, KOTOPLIE BB
y3Hanu B Peruone TeMHO# Maruu, npeB3ouiny Mou 0ojiee 4eM B CTO pa3. Eciiu g TprucoeguHIOCh K
KJIaHy YMJICOHA, BaM 3TO He MIPUHECET HUKAKOI 1Monb3bl. Ha caMoM fienie, MHe HPaBUTCS TUXO CULIETh
¥ BCIIOMUHATh MPOIITOE, KaK Cerlyac, 3TO JOBOIBHO HEII0XO...»

MepnuH KuBHYN. CTapyK B YEPHOM OJESHUU Temephb OblT B XopoIeM cocTossHuM. OH GOoIblIe He
X0Ten ObITh 3akuHaTeneM. OH IIPOCTO XOTEN CIIOKOMHO MPOXKUThL OCTATOK CBOEM JKU3HHU.

Korma MepnuH NMOKUHYI ero pe3upeHnuo, Bonme6Huk baMMy HEOXKUIAHHO TOSBUIICS PSIOM C
MepnuHOM.

«Macrep, Ctapmmmit 3MeH, OTIIpaBUI CO00IIeHEe BOCEMOMY IPHUHITY. CKOPO OTBET BOCHBMOTO IIPHHITA
OOCTUTHET 3aMKa YUJICOHA.»

Bonmre6HuK BaMMy IIPUCTAJIBHO CJIEOUJI 3a KaXKbIM OBHUZXKEHNEM 3Mesa CTapH.Iel"O.

«O4eHb X0OPOIIIO, TETIEPD HAII X0f. [leTaMy KjlaHa YHUIJICOHOM MOXKEM 3aHUMAThCS TOJIHBKO MBI camu!
Ha 9T0oT pa3 MbI MOKeM ITOIapUTh BOCBMOMY IIPUHITY HECKOJIBKO OTBETHHIX ITOHapKoB. CoolmuTe
3Mel0, 4YTO MBI T'OTOBEI! »

Mepnun HeOPEeKHO OTBETHUJI, TNIsiAs Ha He6o. IToxoxke, B ero roioce He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX COMHEHUH.
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