«Bym!»

OrpoMHEIY OTHEHHBIN IIap OKyTasl MepiruHa U yTONUJI er0 GUTypy B IJlaMeHU, OCTaBUB IIOBCIOLY
TOJIPKO TOPSIILIKN OTOHB.

«39TO BCE?»
«OH ymep? Tak Begn?»

Bupst, yTo MepuH He OKa3al HUKAKOT'0 COIMPOTUBIIEHHU S, 0Ka3aBIIUCh JTUIIOM K JIUIY C OTPOMHBIM
OTHEHHBIM IIIapOM, IBYM YPOXJIHUBHIM 3aK/IMHATEIISIM BCe elllé OBIJI0 TPYIHO IIOBEPUTH, YTO 9TO KOHEI].
Ilo aToro oHM BUOENH, KaK MepJuH CIIPaBIsiCsS C UX aTakaMu 0e3 yCUIui u OBII TOJI0H
YBEPEHHOCTH, TO3TOMY OHH [yMaJld, YTO OH, HECOMHEHHO, CUJIbHBIN 3aKIUHATEb U He
OCMEeJTUBAINCh BOCIIPUHUMATh €0 JIETKOMBICTIEHHO.

«OcTasncs emé ogvH, moMaeM ero mJis gompocal»

XoTs oHU U ObITM HEMHOTO YAUBIIEHH, YTO Mep/INH HUKaK He 0TPa3uil aTaKy, ABa YPOIJIUBEIX
3aKJIMHATEIs IOBEPHYIUCH, YTOOH B3TNISIHYTh Ha Bommebuuka baMMy ¢ KeCTOKOM yIEIOKOM Ha
ULax.

«JlerrcTBuTENbHO, CiocoOHOCTD [TleMona [Tanmopsl, ITnaBKast 3eMiis, IOJTHOCTHIO HHTETPUPOBaHA B
3aknuHaHue. OG0POHUTEIbHAS CUla 3aBeChl 3eMJIH y2Ke MOXKET COOTBETCTBOBATh 3aK/IMHAHUSIM
ISITOTO YPOBHS! ITa MajeHbKasl aTaka He CMOTJIa IIOBPeIUTh MHE HU KAl ...»

VI3HyTpu ropsIiero afga JOHECCS HU3KUM TOJ0C. ITO 3aCTABUJIO ABYX YPOIIUBLIX BomeOHUKOB
00EpHYTHCSA ¥ YCTAaBUTHLCS Ha ropsiiee IaMs.

910 OBlNa yKe caMasi MOIIHAs aTaka, KOTOPYIO OHKM MOTJIM BOCIIPOM3BECTH M3 PyHUUECKOTO
Maruueckoro Kpyra. OHu sicCHO BUfieNiu, 4TO MepuH ObIJT 0XBaueH IjaMeHeM. Kak OH MOT BBHIKUThH?

Kpome Toro, MepiuH He TOJIBKO BBIXKUJI, HO U OBIJT HE TPOHYT IIJTaMeHeM.

OH moCTemneHHO BhIIEN U3 IjaMeHu. C TErKUM IPUKOCHOBEHMEM K IIJIlaMeHH, ero Tejo BoOpasio ero B
ce0bs. ITmams, KoTopoe Ovl0 10 BceMy HeOy, ncuesno 0e3 ciena, Kak OyaTo ero Teso obnamano
HEKOTOPOM Maru4ecKou CUIIOH.

«[Iunenue ...»

Iaxe mBa ypomauBLIX Bomme6HWKA, KOTOPEIe BUAEIN MHOTO Belllei B XKU3HU, He MOTJIM He CHOeNaTh
PE3KO0T0 BOOXa, KOTla CTald CBUMETEIIMYU TaKOM He3eMHOM ClieHEl. TOT, KTO CMOT ITOJTHOCTHIO
IIPOUTHOPUPOBATE IIJIaMsi, COTIOCTaBUMOE C MMMKOM 3aKJIMHAHUM YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS, U Jaxe MOT
BIIUTATD IIJIaMs B CBOE TeJlo, yke OB 3a pefesiaMy WX TOHUMAaHUS.

Tem BpeMeHeM Mep/uH 0CTOPOXKHO 3aKPhUI rila3a. OH MOTHOCTHIO IIOTBOPCTBOBAJI OLYII[EHUIO
TJTaMeHHU, TPOHKKaloIero B ero Oco3nanue. Ecnu 651 3T0 OBUIO B IIPOILIOM, OH OB TOYHO He
OCMEJIUJICS TIOTJIOTUThH TaKOe MOIIHOE TIIaMsl.

OpHako ceidac Bce ObIJIO MHa4Ye. BHyTpu ero Tesa Oblla caMasi CyllleCTBeHHasl CUjla BCETO IJTaMeHH -
Maxkcum IInamenn!

HIMeHHO ITOTOMY, YTO OH 00JIamass uM, Mep/uH MOT eCTeCTBeHHEIM 00pa30M II0JaBUTh TH000€ IIaMs,
C KOTOPBIM OH CTOJIKHYJICS.



Haxe ecmu 661 MepIUH He CMOT B ITOJTHOM Mepe HCIT0JIb30BaTh BO3MOXKHOCTH 3TOT0 MaKcuMa
[TnameHnu, ero MPUCYTCTBHE BHYTPU €T0 Tejla BCe PaBHO fayio Okl eMy HeBOOOpa3uMble
IIPEuMYIIeCTBa.

KoneuHo, cymiectBoBanue MakcuMa IInameHu OBIJIO TPYIHO IPEOCTABUTE TH000MY 3aKITHUHATEIO0, YTO
00BSICHSIIO, TIOUEMY OBa YKacHBEIX BomnreOHuKa OBIIN B IIOKE, YBUEB, KaK MepJIUH MOTJIOTUI IIIaMs.

«XO0pOoLII0, OTBEAUTE MEHS K XO35UHY». - CIIOKOMHO CKa3al MepJuH, IOCTelleHHO OTKPhIBad riasa,
Cpasy Iocjie Toro, Kak OH IIOTJIOTHII IIJIaMsl C IIOBEPXHOCTH CBOero Tesna. [lonarasce Ha cuiy
MakcumMma [InamMeHu, 0HO IpeBpaTUIoCh B Maruueckyiwo Cuiy.

«THI ... KTO TRI?»

IIBa ypomnuBex Bonmme6HuKa 0TpearupoBajy TOJIBKO B 3TOT MOMeHT. MepnuH, Boo6Iie He obpariat
Ha HAX HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHHS, OH [IOMYCTHUJI aTaKy ¥ BOOOIIE He COMPOTHUBIISIIC.

Ecnu 651 Mep/uH NPUHSI OTBETHBIE MePH, OHU Obl faBHO yMepnu! [Iymas 06 9TOM, OBa YPOLJIUBLIX
Bonme6HMKa, KOTOPHIE BCeraa ObLIX TIEeCIaBHEIMYU, YYBCTBOBaIM cebsl He 0UeHb KOM(OPTHO.

«KT0 g? BBl B MOEM 3aMKe U CIpalluBaeTe, KTO 7>

[Tpobreck arpeccuy IPOMENIbKHY B CIIOKOMHOM B3risine MepiuHa.

XoTsl 0HH, Ka3aJioCch, 3HAJIK, YTO ypoBeHb BommebcTBa MepiuHa He OB BHICOK, €T0 aypa yKacaa.
«BbI BUKOHT MepiuH?»

[IBa yponnuBhx BonmeOHrKa HaKOHeI] IPUIUIX B ce0s1. Pa3Be 3TO He TOT 4eI0BEK, KOTOPOTO OHU
JKJanu, X039uH 3aMKa, BonmebHuk Mepnus u3 Perrona TemHo#t Maruu?

Xomumu ciayxu, 4To MepnuH Obisl reHreM B Pernone TeMHoM Maruu. OH cpaxXariics ¢ OByMS TeHUSIMU
O3My u youn ux oboux. [lepBoHayanbHO, IBa YPOAIUBEIX BonmeOHNKa AymMaly, YTO UCTOPUS Oblla
npeyBenYeHa U He 0YeHb 3a00TUIHCh 00 9ToM BooO1e. Ecu Obl He MpHUKa3 BOCHMOT'O KHSI35T, UM
OB110 OBI JIEHDb JOJITO XKJaTh B 9TOM 3aMKe.

OmHaKO TONBKO B HeJJaBHEW CTHIYKE OHM OCO3HA/IM CBOIO BOMHUIOLIYIO OIIUOKY. MICTHHHAs cuila
Bonme6urka MepnuHa Oblyia yKacarouen 10 TaKOW CTeTIeHH, YTO OHU He MOTJIU ce0e IPefCTaBUTh ...

«Bomme6uuk MepnuH, Mbl 3aKIMHATENMU Ha cnyxk0e Ero BenuuecTBa BOCHMOTO IIPUHIIA.
[Toxanyiicta, Hall ['OCIIOIWH XOET BaC BHyTpHU!»

lagkun BOJ'IH.IG6HI/IK, KOTOpBIfI HOCHJI OTPOMHEIE CEPBI'Y, YBAZKHUTEJIbHO OTBETHUII MepJ’II/IHy.

Mepmnun kuBHYJ. Korma oH Bomén B 3aMOK YUJICOHA, OH 0OHAPYKUJI, 9YTO BCe OBITIO CIIOKOUHO.
Bokpyr ObUIM Haxe 3HAKOMEIE JIUIA, IO3TOMY HUYETr0 0COOEHHOT0 He ITPOU3OIIO.

B nmpoTuBHOM CiIy4ae [Ba ypOnIuBLIX Bomme6HuKa Obiid ObI YOUTEL
«OM, 31, BaM OBOUM OY€eHb II0Be3110, BonreOHUK MepiuH He TaKO! BCIIBIIbYUBLEIA YEJIOBEK...»

Bomnme6uuk BaMMy cKa3asl MHOTO3HAYUTENBHO, KOTTIa TPOXOIHII MUMO IBYX YPOIIUBHIX
Bonmre6HnKOB. OH MeHCTBUTEILHO 3HAJ JIMYHOCTh Mep/rHa 04YeHb X0poIo. bymyun «pabom»
MepnuHa, Bonme6ouuk BaMMy riay00Ko 3Has, 4To MepiauH He OblT HoOpOoCepaedHEIM YeioBekKoM. Ero
maxke MOXKHO OBIJTO Ha3BaTh HEBEPOSITHO 6€32KaT0CTHBIM.



Hab6mromast, kak MepnuH u BonmeOnuk baMmy BXOOST B 3aMOK, [IBa YPOIJIUBEIX BoseOHrKa
CMOTPEeJHU OAPYT Ha Apyra.

«Crapas BefbMa, THl AyMaelllb, Mbl OBl YMepJu ceidyac, ecnu OB OH aTaKOBajl B OTBET?»

«Xe-xe, CTapblil YPOIIUBLIMA VPO, 5 He 3Hal0, HO JlaXkKe T0CJiefloBaTe/lb 3TOro BonmeOHrKa MepnuHa
He KaXXeTCs IPOCTEIM, OH 3aCTaBjIsgeT MO KOXKY IIOJI3TH MypalllkaMu OT OTHOT0 ero B3risiga. Mul He
MO2KeM I03BONIUTh cebe 00upmeTh Koro-nubo u3 Hux. He ynusutensHo, uto Ero Koponesckoe
BricouecTBO, BOCEMOU IIPUHI], TaK LIEHUII 3TOr0 3aKIUHATells U3 MaJIeHbKOr 0 ropoza...»

IIBa yponnmuBhIX BonmeOHWKaA BTSHYIU CBOM IleH. MIX MHCTUHKTHI, BHIPaOOTAHHLEIE B COTHSIX
CpaxkKeHWi, 3aCTaBUIM UX IIOYYBCTBOBAThH, UTO TO, UTO TOJILKO UTO CKa3an «BommeOHUK-
1ocjiefioBaTeIb» MepiuHa, BOBCe He IpeyBenudeHo. [Ipyu MbICIH 00 3TOM, UX CepAlla CKaJIuCh ...

«CKkpui ...»

[TepBoHauYanbHO BeCcEmas aTMOcdepa B 3ajie BHE3aITHO IIPeKpaTUachy!
«Mepnun?»

«Jlopn BukoHT!»

KpI/IKI/I OOWH 3a OJPYT'MM B 3TOT MOMEHT HEMHOI'O CMYTHUJIA MepHI/IHa, HO, KOI'ma OH YBUOE JINIAd
JII0fle! B 3alie, cepane MepJ’II/IHa OBLII0 HATIOJIHEHO TEIIJIOM.

Ero oten, Teno Ong Yuncona, craso eme 60i1ee BHYIINUTENILHEIM U UCITYCKalI0 JOCTOMHYIO aypy.
MepnuH TakXke Ky/IbTUBIPOBal TAUHCTBEHHYIO PenbedHYI0 CKyIbITYPY, IO3TOMY OH 3Has, 4To Ong
Yumncony, BepOATHO, TaKXKe yAaloCh OCBOUTb YETBEPTHIM KYyCOK TAUHCTBEHHOU penbedHOM
CKYJIBITYPHL. [laxke ecnu oH OBl CTONIKHYTHCS C HEKOTOPHIMU 3aKIMHATEIIMU HU3KOTO YpoBHS, Onp
YUJICOH CMOXKET yOUTh UX.

B sTOM OBINIa pa3HUIlla MeXAY IIePBEIMU TPEMS YaCTSIMU U YETBEPTOM 4aCThi0 TAMHCTBEHHOM
penbedHOii CKyNBITYPE, KOTOpas Oblla KaYeCTBEHHBIM YITydllIeHrueM!

«Orer!»

MepnuH yneIOHYJICS KPaelIkoM I'y0 1 HalpaBuics K HeMy. XoTs MepiuH co BpeMeHeM HEMHOT'0
noxpoc, B nmutie Onpg YuncoHa, KOTOPEIMA OBIJT POCTOM OKOJIO ABYX METPOB, Mep/uH BCe elle Ka3alics
OYeHb «MaJIEHbKUM».

OpHako 3TO He IOBNUSAJIO Ha CeMeWHbIe OTHOIIEHUS Mexkay HuMu. Onp YuicoH mnoxyionan MepnuHa
110 myevy. X0oTs OH ObIJT OYeHb CUACT/IMB, OH Ka3aJICsl CIIOKOMHEIM Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH, JIUIIL CJIeTKa
KUBasl.

«MepnuH, TPUSTHO, YTO TH BEPHYJCS. [IPOIII0 MHOTO BPEMEHHU C TeX MOP, Kak TH yién. [Ipocto
nocMoTpu, ¥ KoHkcuoH, u Cenus yxKe CTalu TaKUMU B3POCIIBIMU. »

MepnuH 00epHyICS U yBUAeNn ABpun u Xapusy, o0e Oblnu mojiHee u 60j1ee 3penbiMu. Kaxkmas u3 HUX
mepKasa B pykax peO€HKa, KOTOPHIN BHITJISEN TaK, CJIOBHO UM OBIIO JIET I10 IS Th.



«CKOJIBKO UM JIET?»

MepnuH He MOT He MPUCECTh Ha KOPTOYKAX PSIOM C HUMH U MSATKO YIIUIIHYT UX IIEYKH, HO OHH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, UCIYyTaIKCh, YBUIEB MepiuHa.

B nocnenHuii pa3, Korga MepuH NOKUHYJ [Ipakaill, OH CTOJIKHYJICS CO MHOTUMU BemlamMu. OH OBIn
O/1130K K TOMY, 4YTOOBI 3a0BITh, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH IIPOIIJIO C TEX IOP, KakK OH yien. OH TOIBKO 3Hall,
9YTO OTCYTCTBOBaJ monro. OH Jaxe He 3HAJI TOYHOTO Bo3pacTa cBoux AeTel, KoHkcroHa u Cunuu.
Korga on myman 06 aToM, MepiuH He MOT He YyBCTBOBAThL Ce€051 BUHOBATHIM.

Tem He MeHee, Xapu3a OblyTa 04eHb pa3yMHOU. C MUJIOHN YIIBEIOKOM Ha JIMIle OHA CKalasia:

«MepnuH, u Korkcruony, u Cenuu CKOpo UCIONHATCS YeThipe. OHU BCE €Il€ HEMHOT'O CTECHSIOTCS
HEe3HaKOMEIX JII0Oen.»

«JlagHO.»

MepHI/IH BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPE Ha XapI/I3y u ABpI/IJ'I. ITo CPaBHEHUIO C HpeI[YCMOTpI/ITeHLHOﬁ
XapI/IB, B3TJIA0 ABpI/IJ'I Ka3aJICsI KOTHOCUTEJIbHO OOMKEHHEIM»,

B momonHeHue K IBYM ero HeTsaM, OblI elé ofuH Pe0EHOK C KOPOTKAMHU CBET/ILIMU BOJIOCAMH,
KOTOPEIA ero coBceM He 0osiyicst. OH MOFoInén MPsiMo K HoraM MepyHa, IIOCMOTPeN Ha Hero U
CIIPOCHIT:

«Tel gsagsa Mepnuu?»
«JIsamsa?»

MepnuH HaXMYPHIICS, TS Ha MaJeHbKOTO MapHs, KOTOPHIY HEe MOT [JaXe MOJHSATHCS Ha KOJIeHH.
Ero rima3a MenbKHYIH. X0TS PeOEHOK ORI eI11é MaJeHbKMM, OH 3aMEeTHJI YTO-TO HeJlafHoe.

Y sToro cmesnoro pe6éHKa Oblia HeGonbllasg aHoManus Konebanuii Pazyma. Konebanue Ob1710 04eHb
cnabbIM, HO OOBIYHBIHM 3aKIMHATENb CMOT OBl er0 00HAPYKUTh. ITO 03HAYAJIO0, YTO 3TOT CMEJIhIH
peO€HOK 00asia KaueCTBOM 3aKJIMHATeNs. Y Hero OBl IIaHC CTaTh 3aKauHaTeneM B Oynyiiem!

«Koyr, otmyctu!»

B ToT MOMEHT, Kora Mep/uH IONHTEPECOBAJICS, KTO 9TOT pe0EHOK, pa3falics 3HaKOMBIH T0JI0C, 1
3aTeM BOIIJIa KpacKUBas XKEHINKWHA, OfeTas B apUCTOKpPaTHUeCKOoe JIMHHOe miaTthe. OHA MOgHsTIa
6pOoBb, HECKOJIBKO HEOXOTHO TJIsiAst Ha MepnuHa. U Bce e OHa CjierKa IPUIOgHSIIA 00Ky,
TIOKJIOHHJIACh ¥ CKa3asa:

«Jlopa BUKOHT!»
«Mpaucu?!»

MepnuH BCe eIlE€ CMYTHO BUeN TEHb MPOLITON «Maiicu» Ha nuile 3Tou meau. OgHaKo OHa
TIOB3POCIeNia ¥ cTaja 671aropoqHoi XKeHumHoM. OHa Jaxe Havasla Ha3biBaTh MepiuHa «JI0P[
BUKOHT», YTO OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO B IIPOIIIJIOM.

«MarneHbpKUY TTapeHb, OOMKHO ObITh, Koy, On u fAre3 mpocTo ofHO Nuio!»

MepnuH Takxke paHee ciblman ot Ong YusacoHa, uTo Malicu coOupaeTcs XKeHUThCS Ha fArese, HO
MepnuHa 3apepxKany, Koraa OH oTnpaBuiics B [InaBatowiuil rOpof, IO3TOMY OH He BEPHYJICS Ha



cBagbOy Maticu. OH He 0XKHU[al, YTO B CIETYIOMKM pa3, Korma OH BEPHETCS, OH CMOXKET YBUIETD
pebénka Maiicu, KOTOPHIN BEIPOC.

Bornee Toro, BHEIIHOCTh MalleHbKOT0 Koysa neiicTBUTeNbHO Oblla I10X02Ka Ha MOJIOA0I0 BEPHOTO
priLaps fAresa.

MepnuH IOCMOTPEN Ha [A0M, ITOIHBIM 3HAKOMBIX U He3HAaKOMBIX JIMII, ¥ B €r0 Cepalle 3allleBeIuIuCh
aMoIuH. Best ceMbst YUICOHA OeWCTBUTENIBHO ITPOIIBeTasa. Fi3aMeHeHUH JOMKHO OBITh HAMHOTO
Oonbire. B OynyiieM MepnuHy HyKHO OyaeT MeJIEHHO 3HAKOMUTHCSI CO BCEMU U3 HUX.

«Mepnus, 3men CTaplinii 3HaeT, YTO Thl BepHyIcs. [Touau u morosopu ¢ HuM. Ero Koponesckoe
BricouecTBO, BOCEMOM IIPHHIL, ITocaal 3Mes Ctapiiero, 4To0bl 3aIlUTUTh 3aMOK YHIICOHA, U BCE 3TO
BPEMSI MBI XKUJIU CIIOKOMHO Garofaps emy...»

Vi3HavanbHO MepIuH XOTEJ IOTOBOPUTH C JIIOOMHU, C KOTOPEIMU OH OBIJT 3HAKOM, HAIIPUMED, C
Mbaiicu, ABpun 1 Xapr30ii, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 B 3aMKe YHUIJICOHA, IT0X0XKe, ITPOU30IIIIN HEKOTOPLIE
M3MeHeHus, 1 MepJvH X0TeJl y3HaTh IPUYUHY BCETO ITOTO.

EcTecTBeHHO, eMy HYKHO ObIJI0 OBl IIOUTH ¥ YBUAETD 3TOI'0 TAMHCTBEHHOTr0 3Mes CTapiiero.
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