B HeppuTOBO-CHHEM Hebe BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH IIPOJIeTAId CTau OeJIkIX IITHII, H00aB/IsAs IPKUEe OTTEeHKH
K BeJIUKOJIEITHOMY HeOy.

Ha HeBEICOKOM IepeBe y Oepera peku 3eI€HbIe TOYKK Hadalyu PacIlyCKaThCs, OKpaluBas 6eper
6eroil peKu B OTTEHKY 3€JIEHOTO0, MPUJaBasi BCEMY OKPYXKEHUI0 BECEHHUI BUJI.

«Brryx!»

[Be GUryphl IpU3eMJIUINCh Ha MYCTYIO IOISHKY. BOKPYT cafa Takxke OBUIO HECKOJIBKO
pa3BasuBaloOMUXCsA 3a00pOB, ¥ OH, Ka3aloCh, ONT0e BpeMs OBl 3a0polleH.

«Bomnme6nuk MepnuH, aTo ropop [Ipakam?»

[IBe purypsl, KOTOphle BHE3AMHO OSABWINCH CPEU 3TOTrO Nei3axa, 0puiu MepnuH U BonmeOHUK
Bammy. [1n5 cpaBHeHUs, CKOPOCTh BonmeOHKa baMmy Obliia 0ueHb BRICOKOMW, U OH, Ka3aJioCh, feyan
3TO TaK JerkKo. MexXay TeM, mojioxkeHre MepiuHa OBIJIO He CTOJIb XOPOIIKUM, ITOCKOJIBKY OH
T1ojlarajics Ha IosiC. DTOT UHCTPYMEHT JleTalollero Tuma noTpe6 s CAUIIKOM MHOT0 Marudeckomn
Curnel.

[ToaTtomy no iyt MepiivH I04TH BCE BpeMs fejlal IPepPLIBUCTEE OCTAHOBKY, IIOCTOSHHO I10JIarasiCh
Ha KPUCTAJJIBI CTUXUM, YTOOHI TOMOTHUTE Marudeckyio Cuiy, 3a KoTopsiMu Bommebuuk bammy ¢
BoCxulleHueM Habmionasn. Ecnu y Hero Ob10 OBl TAaK MHOTO 371eMeHTaJIbHBIX KPUCTAJUIMUYEeCKUX
KaMHel, eMy He HyKHO OBIJI0 OBl yphIBATh KaXKAYI0 CEKYH/y, YTOOBI IIOTIOJTHUTL CBOI0 Marndeckyio
Cuny.

MepnuH B3TJISHYJ Ha 3HAKOMYIO CTeHY Ilepef co00M ¥ KUBHYJI CO CJTIOKHBIM BhHIpazkeHHeM Ha JIUIe:
«Jla, aTo ropop [Tpakaml. [JaBaiiTe IPOaEM BHYTPh!»

T'opop ITpakar, moxoxe, He U3MEHUIICS C TOT'O BpeMeHHU, KOrfa yien MepiauH, HO Ha yiulle ObIIo
SIBHO 0OJIblIle JIIOfEeH, HEMOHCTPUPYIOLINX ITPOLIBETAHHE.

MepnuH, ecTeCTBEeHHO, ObIJI OUeHb XOPOII0 3HAKOM € roponoM [Ipakarti, mo3ToMy eMy He
10Tpe60oBasoCh MHOTO BpEMEHHU, YTOOR HAWTH 3aMOK YusicoHa. OH yBHU[IEN, YTO 3aMOK PaCIIUPHUIICS U
CTaJl BRITJISIAETS ellé 60iee Benu4eCcTBeHHO. OKPEeCTHOCTH ObIIM 3aM0THEHE! NeKYPHBIMU
OXpaHHMKAaMH, BHITJISEBUINME TOpa3nro 60iee TpaHOUO3HO, YeM TOrfia, Korga MepiuH ye3xan
OTCIOZA.

B rnazax MepnuHa BeCh 3aMOK IIPUHSJT COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIN O0JIHK.

«4T0 XK, KaXXeTCs, YTO-TO OEeUCTBUTENILHO CIIy4YUIIOCh C 3aMKoM. OH faxe 3aluilneH PyHn4ecKkuM
MaruyeckuMm Kpyrom ceiiyac!»

['ma3za MepnuHa HeMHoro no6néckusanu. Coeit Cuioit Pasyma oH O4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO BECh 3aMOK
YuncoHa 3ammines orpoMHeIM PyanyeckuM Marudeckum Kpyrom.

Y mo60ro 00BIYHOT0 3aKIUHATENSA He ObII0 OB BO3MOXKHOCTH MCIIOIb30BaTh TAKOM GOJIBIION
Pynunueckuit Maruueckuit Kpyr, Tem 6ojiee y TeX CTpaHCTBYOLINX BonieGHUKOB, KOTOPHIE,
BO3MOXKHO, faXke He MOIJIM IIOHSATh MyIPOCTh PYHOJIOTHY, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 CO30aHUU PyHUUYeckux
Marwuyeckux Kpyros.

Yo KacaeTcs OMMHI 1 JIaypuHKY, OHU 00a ObIIM TOIHKO 3aKIMHATEIsIMKU HadyalbHOT0 YPOBHS. [axke
ecyu Obl OHU TTOCBATHUIM CBOE CepAlle U3y4eHuIo pyH B Pernone TeMHol Maruu, s HUX Takxke ObLIO



OBl HEBO3MOXKHO CO3[aTh TaKOM OTPOMHBIYA PyHMuYeckuit Marundeckuit Kpyr.

Bonee Toro, IIpakari ObIJT BCeTo NUIlb HEOOIBIIKM T'OPOAOM, U y HETo He ObIJIO CTPaTern4eckoro
MECTOII0JI0KEHHUS MU PECYPCOB, TaK YTO 3TO OBIJIO MajleHbKOe He3aMeTHOoe MecCTo i KoponeBcTBa
Yepunin JlyHel. X0TS Ha IOBEPXHOCTH OH IIpHHAaAJeXkas Ha Tepputopun Pernona TemHou Maruu, HO
B I€MICTBUTENIbHOCTH 3aKIMHaTEeNn TeMHOM Maruu penKo IOSBASIUCEH B ropofe Ilpakartr.

MepnuH He MOT IPUAYMaTh, KTO €I1€ MOT IIOTPATUTh CTOJIBKO YCUJIUY, U CIIeNaIbHO OPraHU30BaTh
Takou 00MbIION 3aUUTHEIN PyHuueckuit Marnueckuit Kpyr nns 3amMka Yumncosa.

«Bomme6uuk MepnuH, 3TOT PyHuyeckuit Maruyeckuit Kpyr BuinonHsieT QyHKUKIO onoBemeHus. Kak
TOJIBKO MBI IPUOIU3UMCS, JIIOAU BHYTpU OYIyT yBeOOMIEHE. Bbl XO0TUTE, YTOOH! 51 CJIOMaJI €ro IpsiMo
ceurdac?»

Bomnme6uuk bamMmy, KOTOPHIM CeqoBajl 3a MepauHOM, TUXO0 CIIPOCHJI. [lepef TOCTOPOHHUMU
MepinuH 103BOINI €My Ha3BaTh ce0sl 110 UMEHH.

Opuako Bomme6Huk bamMMy Bce eIle mepzKal MaHepy IOBefleHus, KOTOPYIO HoIXKeH uMeTh pab. [Ins
co3faHus Takoro PyHudeckoro Marudeckoro Kpyra Tpe6oBanoch MHOTO CHJI ¥ 3HAHUM. XOTSA
Bonme6uuk bamMmy He CIUIIKOM MHOT'O MCCJI€[0Bal PYHHI, CUJIBl 3aKJIMHATENIA CEIbMOTO YPOBHS,
maxke ecyiy OBl OH HOJIXKEeH ObIT HACUILCTBEHHO CIIOMAaTh €T0, BCE PaBHO ObIIO OBl O0lee ueM
OOCTATOYHO.

MepHI/IH caoeliajl 11ay3y, II0oCJIie 4ero CKa3all CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

«Cnomats ero? IToka He cTOUT. ITOT PyHuueckuit Marudeckuit Kpyr, o4eBUIHO, 3aLIUIIAET 3aMOK
Yuncona. JlaBaiTe, IOWAEM ¥ IIOCMOTPUM, KTO €T0 CHEal...»

[Tocne atoro Mepnus u BonmeOHUK BaMMy MenieHHO IPUOIU3UINCH K 3aMKY BMECTe.

B mpocTopHOM mBOPE OBIIO HECKOIBKO KPACHHIX Kpecesn. Ha HUX JTEHUBO JIezKalu JBOE TTOXKUITBIX
3akuHaTeNel - ONUH MyXKYMHa U OJHA XeHIIuHA. TeM He MeHee, OHU BHITJIAIeNIM CTPaHHO. X muia
OBbLIM MOKPHITEL CTPAHHBIMU TaTYUPOBKAMU, ¥ Y HUX OBIJIM OTPOMHBIE CEPBTY Ha ylIax. BrITsmeno aTo
IIOBOJILHO XKYTKO.

«Xe-xe, TaKHe JHU JeWCTBUTENIPHO MPUSTHERI.

HeckonbKo XpymKuil cTapeiii BommeOHUK MOKayuBal B TOHKOM pyKe O0Kajl C KPaCHBIM BHHOM,
Kynasch B TEIUIBIX JIy4aX COJIHIIA Ha OOJBIIOM Kpecye, BEIpaxkeHue ero Julla Ka3aaoch
YMUPOTBOPEHHBIM.

«Xe-xe, CTapbl¥ CTPAIIHbIN YPOH, S 3HAl0, YTO 9TO MPHUSITHO, HO €CJIU MBI HE CMOKEM BHIIIOJIHUTD
3agauy, noctaBiaeHHy0 Ero KoponeBckuM BricOYeCTBOM BOCEMBIM IIPUHIIEM, MBI YMPEM ! »

PsmoM ¢ HUM yponuBas BonIeOHKIIa, KOTOPAs BHITIISAENa KakK BelbMa, YCMeXHYJach ¥ IIoKa3aja
TIOJIHBIM POT KENTHIX 3y00B, KOTOPHIE BHITJIAEIN IIPOCTO OTBPATUTEIBHO.

«Crapas BefbMa, TH CMeelllb TOBOPUTD, YTO 5 YPomIuB? Jlaxe eciu s YPOLJIUB, S BCE PABHO JIydlIle
BBITJIIXKY, 4eM Thl. [IocMoTpuTe Ha cebsi, KTO B 9TOM 3aMKe He OOMTCSI TBOETO BUAA?»



3akK/IMHATEeIb Ka3aJCs JOBOJIbHO PAa3bIPEHHLIM, ¥ OH HaXKe OTJISIAesiCs. YBUIEB 9T0, OXPAaHHUKHU U
COTIPOBOXKOAOIINE HEMEIIEHHO OTOIITH MTOabIlle, 0OYeBUIHO, O4eHb O0SICh UX.

YPOJIJ'II/IBaH BOJ'IUIeﬁHI/II.Ia COGI/IpaHaCb YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HEOXKHNIAHHO Ha II€PBOHAYAJIEHO
CIIOKOMHOM Hebe IOSIBUIACh pﬂ6]:>. Bpra}KeHI/IH OBYX ITO2KHJIBIX MAar'OB U3MEHUJIUCh.

«KTo BOWIENT B 3aMOK?»

«HeBaxXHO0, KTO OHH, CHayaJjla II0MMal uX, a IOTOM OGCYJII/ITG. ou, CTapad BedbMa, Ha 3TOT pa3 Tebe
He II03BOJIEHO NeiCTBOBATE. CMOTpI/I, KakK s 3TO chesat!»

IIBa BonmeOHUKa TOCMOTPENX OPYT Ha gpyra.
«Csucrt! Cpucrt!»

OHU pe3Ko BCTaJd, U 3TU TOHKHE, XPYIKNe Tejla UCYe3/IU U3 M0 3pEeHUs B MTHOBEHUE 0Ka, Kak
TPU3PAKH.

Mepnus u BonmeOHUK BaMMy XUTpPO KPYKUIM BOKPYT OXPaHHUKOB ¥ IOJOIIIK K 3aMKy YusncoHa. C
VX HbIHEITHEeN CUJiol n36exkaTh OOBIYHBIX OXPaHHUKOB OBITI0 O0Jiee YyeM JIeTKO.

B KoHIle KOH1I0B, Mep/IUH MOT JIETKO 3amyTaTh 0ecUucIeHHOe KOJIMUYeCTBO HOpMaJIbHBIX JTI0fel
7000# TPOCTOM UIII03UEH.

«Bomnuie6HuK MepnuH, KTo-To UgeT. KaxkeTcs, Hac 00HapyKuiu!»

Cuna Pa3yma Bonme6Hruka bamMy nmocTosiHHO GOKycHpoBaach Ha CUTyalldyd BHYTPU Maruieckoro
Kpyra Pys. C Toro MoMeHTa, KaK OHM BOIINIK B 3aMOK YUJICOHa, Bonme6HUK BaMMy NOHS, 4TO HE
CcMOXKeT 00MaHyTh 3aK/IMHATeIs, CO3[aBIIero ero.

«Xe-xe, pa3Be BHl, pebsiTa, He 3HAETE, YTO 3TO 3aMOK YHUJICOHA, KOTOPHIH JTMYHO 3auTuInéH Ero
KoponeBckuM BricouecTBOM BOCEMEIM NpHHIIEM? HeBaxkHO, KTO BBI, MBI BaC IOWMaeM U HOIPOCHM!»

IIBa OTBpATUTENbHLIX 3aKIUHATENS OBICTPO BBHIJIETENIM U3 3aMKa YHUJICOHA
«PyHa, TeqHUKOBOE NI0aBJIeHuEe!»

YBuneB MepnuHa 1 Bonme6Huka bamMMy, oguH 13 3aknuHaTesnel OB Ype3BbidaliHO B3BOTHOBaH. OH
IaXke HUYEro He CKa3ajl, KOT[la OH IPOTSAHYJ PYKY K HeOy U yKa3ajl. BHe3amnHo CcroKoiHoe Hebo
CTaJI0 COBEPIIEHHO TEMHKIM. TauHCTBEHHBIE PYHHI CITYCTUNIUCH C Heba U MPEeBPaTUINCh B OTPOMHYIO
nensHyo cdepy, oKyThrBawIIyo MepnuHa u Bonue6uuka bammy.

I'ma3a MeprnuHa cierka Cy3uIuCh, IIOHUMasi, 4TO 3To OblTa cula Bcero PyHuueckoro Maruyeckoro
Kpyra, cmoco6HOT0 1 Ha HanlafjeHue, U Ha 3alUTy. ITO ONpefeIEHHO He ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHO CO30aTh
00BIYHOMY 3aKIHuHaTeN0. KpoMe TOro, 3T iBOE, Ka3aa0Ch, YIIOMUHAJIN «BOCHMOT'0 ITPHUHIIA».

OnHako, IOCKOJIBKY IpyTasi CTOPOHA YXKe IpefNnpuHsia Kakue-nu0o neicTBus, MepiuH Takxke He
cobuparcst 00BsICHATHCS ¢ HuMHU. OH cpa3y IPOTSHYI PYKY, U €ro JTaflOHb HalleJIMIach HA OTPOMHYIO
negsHyio chepy B Hebe.



«TBI MPOCTO HUIIEITh CMEPTH. ITO cula PyHudeckoro Marugeckoro Kpyra, cpaBHUMas C IHKOBOU
CUJION 3aK/IMHaHUS TpeThero ypoBHs!»

YBumeB, Kak MepJ'II/IH HalleJIUJICS Ha cd)epy, OBa YPOIJIHUBBIX 3akKJIruHaTeNs CTalIu HaCMeXaThCs Han
HHM.

«3emHas 3aBecal!»

Bckope Ha pyKax Mep/uHa MOSBUTUCH CTIEIbl CBEUEHUS IIBeTa XaKU, KOTOPHIE JIETKO TIOKPBITH
nepsiHyio cdepy. U Bce ke Bcs nefsiHas cdepa moxXoauaa Ha UTPYIIKY B pyKax MepiuHa, He
CTIOCOOHYIO0 TPUYMHUTL EMY BPE[.

«Hennoxo, 3T0 faxe COIOCTABUMO C CUJION 3aKIMHAHUS TPETHET0 YPOBHS, U OHO He IOTpebisgeT
MHOI'0 3Hepruu. 1o Benuuue PyHudeckux Maruyeckux Kpyros!»

MepuH TOYyBCTBOBAJI 3TO MONMHOCTHIO. OH, eCTECTBEHHO, 3HaJI, YTO JiefisHas cdepa Oblia
obpa3oBaHa u3 Pynuyeckoro Maruueckoro Kpyra. CTporo rosops, riy0oKoe OHUMaHU€e PYHOIOTUY
MMeJI0 TaKoe XKe 3HaueHue, KakK U CO3[aHue 3aKJIMHaHui. B IpeBHUe BpeMeHa, B CaMyl0 CJIaBHYIO
3noxy 3aKjuHaTellel, pyHOJIOTHS NOCTUIJIa IUKa. [laxke B cliydae c1aboro BlageHus 3aKJIMHaHUSIMY,
noka BonmieOHUK GBI OMBITEH B PYHOJIOTHH, OH MOT OBl 00/1afgaTh OOJIBIION CHTIOMN.

OH nonarascs 0wl Ha cuny PyHuueckux Marugyeckux Kpyros!

OpHako, 4To KacaeTcsl TaKoro popa PyHuueckoro Marudeckoro Kpyra, KOTopsii Obl1 clIoco6eH 1 Ha
aTaky, 4 Ha 3alIuTy, KpoMe Kak, B Pernone TemHoir Marum u Ha ocTpoBax Kypamancia, Mepnus
HUKOTHA He BUMEN ero rae-mudo ele, mo3ToMy eMy ObIO 04eHb TI000IBITHO.

[TouyBCTBOBaB CUIy NeOsHoN ceprl, Mep/uH MOHS, YTO 30eCh HeYero u3y4daTh. B KOHIle KOHI[OB,
9Ta aTaka Oblyla KjlaccuuirpoBaHa UM KaK pyHH4YecKasd. Y MepnuHa He ObII0 BO3MOXKHOCTH IS
M3y4eHUs PYHOJIOTHH, II03TOMY OH MHUIIMKMPOBaI 3akirHaHue OTHEHHOTO THIIa BTOPOTO YPOBHS B
cBoéM Tene, Mope OrHs. 3TO TakXkKe BbI3Bajio cuily OTHEHHOT 0 KOJI/Ialca, BCIBIXUBAOIIEro MPsMo Ha
€ro pykKe, 00OBUBIIETO BCIO OIPOMHYIO JIEASTHYIO chepy.

BrnenHoe miams oKyTao negsHyo chepy. YOUBUTEIbHO, HO NeAsiHas chepa B MTHOBEHHE OKa
IIpeBpaTUiIach B BOASHOU IIap, PACCEUBAsICh B BO3MyXe, ¥ IBA YKACHHIX 3aKIMHATEIS OBIITH
OIIIeJIOMJIEHH], HaO/IIomast 3a 9TUM.

«CTrapas BegbMa, IOX0XKe, MBI UMEEM [IeJI0 C CUIbHBIMU BparaMu, Teleph IoMorai!»

IIBa yponnuBHIX 3aKIMHATENS HAOIOmany 3a TeM, Kak MepiuH mpepBan ux aTaky. OHU CTamu
cepré3HbiMU. VX pyku OBICTPO BEIYEPUYUBAJIM 3araflOYHEIE PYHBI OJHY 3@ OPYTOM.

OTu pyHH OBICTPO caunuch B Hebe. TonmbKo ucnonb3ys Cuny PadyMa, MoXKHO OBLIO C YBEPEHHOCTHIO
CKa3aTh, YTO 3TU PYHHI OBUIX CUJION, KOTOpas MoOunn3oBana Marudeckuit Kpyr PyH, KoTopslit
OKyTaJ BeChb 3aMOK.

«PyHUYEeCKUM OTOHb, TOAABH!»

[IBa 3aknuHaTENs, Ka3aja0Ch, UCIIOIb30BaIX BCIO MOIbs PyHr4yeckoro Maruuyeckoro Kpyra.
KonebaHnus ayphl Ha UX Tenax ObUIM He 0ojiee, 4eM y 3aKJIMHATENS TPETHETO YPOBHS, HO TEIEpPB, C
CO37aHHLIMK UMM PyHaMHU, Bce HeOO0 Hayasio ropeTh. [IpobiecKu CTyImEHHOTO IIaMeHH, BUTABIINE B
Hebe, clIerka HallOMWHAIK ITUKOBBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS YETBEPTOTO YPOBHS.



«Bym!»

Hapsimy c mpuriyIieHHbHM 3BYKOM B He0e 13 BO3ayXa co0pasoch OTPOMHOE KOJIECO KPaCHOTO
ITaMeHH, IPOCTHO Mualeecs K Mepnuny u Bonmebruky bammy.

Bonme6uuk bammy O6b11 0XBaueH 1I0KOM. Kak pa3, Korfa oH coOupascs pa3opBaTh BeCh PyHUUEeCKui
Maruueckui Kpyr, MepnauH NpoTSHYI PYKY U OCTQHOBHUIL €T0.

«9JTO TOJIBKO 3aKJIMHAHKUE YETBEPTOrO YPOBHS. 3eMIsiHas 3aBeca!»

MepnuH He ITOKa3ajl HUA MaJlelIIero pr3Haka OTCTYIIJIeHUs. BUOs OrpoOMHBIN OTHEHHBIH I1ap B Hee,
BMECTO 3TOT0 Ha ero Jiklie MOSBUIach yiabsl0Ka. TakuM o0pa3oM, OH coOpast BCIO CBOIO S9HEPTHIO U
IIPOU3HEC 3aKJIMHAHNE 36MHOT'0 TUIIa BTOPOTO YPOBHS, 3eMHYI0 3aBecCy.

9T0 3aKJIMHAHUE CIIUIIOCH CO CIIOCOOHOCTRIO. [Toce KynbTUBUPOBaHUS [171aBKOM 3eMyTH, 3TO OBII
TIEPBHIM pa3, Korma MepiuH UCII0Ib30Ball €ro AJIS 3alUTh. MepJIuH TaK¥kKe X0Tell BEISICHUTh KaKOBa
€ro HEIHEIIHssT MaKCUMasibHas 3aluTa. Kakoro ypoBHS OHa MOXKET HOCTHYb?
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