MepHI/IH OBIJT ITOTJIOLIEH BOOOBOPOTOM, HO BUXPHh HE PA30pPBaJl €0 Ha YaCTH. BMecTo 3TOTO Ka3anocs,
4YTO OH IIpeoaalieji 0eCKOHEeYHOe pacCCTosinue, u OB HepeHeCéH B CTPaHHO€ MeCTO B MTHOBEHHE OKAd.

«9? 4yTo npou3ouuio?! Mos MaHTUS He IPOMOKIIa?»

MepnuH nocreneHHo npuién B ce6s. OOHAKO IIepBOe, YTO OH [TOYYBCTBOBAJ, OBLJIO TO, YTO Ha €0
MaHTHHY He OBIIIO HYU KallIi BOfbl. Mep/IuH OYeHb SICHO IIOMHUJI, YTO OT'POMHEBIN BOJOBOPOT GBI IIOJIOH
BOJSTHBIX CTOJI00B, U OH OBLT BTSHYT B HET0. Kak MOTJIO CITy4YuThCS?

Y MepnuHa ObIT Ty3BIPE TOTY00T0 menbPuHa, HO ero yKe BTSIHYIU B BOIOBOPOT, IIPEXKIe 4YeM OH
CMOT UM BOCIIOIb30BAThLCS, ¥ IIOCJIe 3TOTO OH MOTEPSa co3HaHKe. OTHOCUTENIBHO TOT0, KakK OH CIofla
[I0IIaJI, BOCIIOMUHAHUYA 00 3TOM BoOOIIe He OLIIO.

«Bomme6HUK Mep/nuH, Bh TOXKE 3[EeCh?»

Kak pas3, korga MepiuH nvITancs pa3o0paThCs B CBOUX OIIYIIEHUSX, OH YCIIBIIIA 3HaKOMBIN T'0JI0C.
MepmnuH OBEPHYII TOJIOBY, ¥ Ha €ro JIuIle IOSBUIach yiIs0Ka.

«Bomnme6HUK B3#TOH, BH B mopsake!»

YenoBekoM psmoM ¢ MepnunoM Ovin BomniieOHUK BaiTOH, KOTOPOTO paHee BTSHYIN B BOOOBOPOT.
Mepnun gymar, 4yto Bonme6HUK BaiTOH yKe OBIT pacTep3aH BOOOBOPOTOM, U He 0XKU[AJI, YTO OH
TOXK€ BEIXKUBET.

Tem He MeHee, B3TJIaA Bonme6Hrka baliToHa ObIT 04eHb HAIPSIXKEHHBIM. TUXUM T'OJIOCOM OH CKa3ai:

«BonebHuK MepJ’II/IH, XOTs MEI IIOKA XKHWBBI, CUTyallus OJIsI HaC O9YE€Hb Heﬁ)’[al"OHpI/IHTHa. MoxeTe
CaMM OCMOTPETHCA.»

YBUIEB TaKOe BCTPEBOKEHHOE BEIpazKeHue Ha nuile BommeOHuKa bariTona, MepiauH MeJIeHHO BCTal
M HavaJsl OTJIsgbIBaThCS.

MepnuH yBUOEN, YTO OHU OBUIM B OTPOMHOM ITPO3PAaYHOM IY3hIpe, HO My3BIPh Ka3aJiCs 04eHb
TBEPOBIM, 0€3 KaKuX-Tu00 CJIeIoB TPELIUH. 3a mMpeaesiaMu Iy3bIps Obljla TOIBKO KPOMEIIHAs ThMa C
PEOKUM KOJIBIXaHMEeM MOPCKHMX BOHOPOCTIEH. ITO YKA3hIBAIO HA TO, YTO OHHU OBITM HA THE MOPS.

VHTEpLEP 3TOr0 OTPOMHOTO IIY3BIPs OB BEJIMKOJIEIIEH, OKPYyKalollee WX IPo3pavyHoe CTEKIIO0 ObLI0
WHKPYCTHPOBAHO OOJIBINMM KOJTUYECTBOM [IPArolleHHBIX KaMHEH, KOTOPBIE U3/Iy4dasu Oellblii CBeT.

VIMeHHO M3-3a HUX B ITy3kIpe OBIIIO CBETIIO, KaK THEM.
«4TO 3TO 3a MeCcTo?»

MepnuH Toxke OBUI 03afaydeH, HO B ero cepflle OBIJI0 BOCTOPXKEHHOe BojiHeHNe. Ha Takoi rimy0uHe OH
BCE ell€é MOT CBOOOJHO XOUTh, HE OLIyIIas Jaxke MajedIIero r’ugpaBIundecKkoro JaBIeHus. 9To ObLI0
yKe 3a IIpefeiaMy BO3MOXKHOCTEH IIPOCTHIX JII0AEH.

Bomnme6uuk b3lTOH Ha MTHOBEHME 3aIyMaJiCs, B €ro rja3ax IMOsIBUIICS HaMEK Ha YIUBJIEHUE, U OH
IIPOLIETNTaN:

«Ecnu s He omnbaroch, 3TO JOJIKHO OBITH NAMSITHUKOM Ha IHe Mopsi! B 6eckpaliHeM MOpe CKPBITHI
O6eckoHeuHbIe TalHbL. HekKoTophle 3aknuHATEMU OB CITy4aiHO MPOTJIOYEHH B XKEeJTyI0K MOPCKOT0
3Beps. K cyacThio, OHU He yMepPJIX, HO OHU CMOTJIM HaUTH HECKOJIbKO MOIIHBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB B
JKMBOTE MOPCKOTO 3Beps. brarogaps UM OHM CMOTJIY B JajibHEHIIeM CAelaTh CKa4oK B CBOEM



Pa3BUTHH.

HekoTropble 3aKIuHATENX UCIIOIb30BaIM Iy3EIPh roy1y0oro genbduHa, YTOOH HEIPHYTH B TTTyOMHEL
MOps, UHOTa oOHapyKuBas I0Jypa3pylleHHble JpeBHUE TaMATHUKY, a TaKXkKe U3BIeKalu U3 HUX
COKDOBHIIA.

9TO MecCTo, 110 BCell BEPOSITHOCTH, IBSETCS APEBHUM MaMATHUKOM, OCTaBI€HHBIM MOIITHBIM
3ak/IMHATEeNeM, ¥ OHO TaK X0POIIo coxpaHuiock. OH apelidoBa o JHy MOpS C KaKuX-TO
He3alaMsATHHEIX BpeM€EH. BommebHuK MepiuH, eclid 3TO IeNCTBUTEIbHO IPEBHUM MaMITHUK, TO HaM
I10BE3JI0!»

CnoBa Bomme6Huka baiToHa 3acTaBuiu MepnrHa BCIIOMHUTh HEKOTOPHIE CITYXH O DPEBHUX
naMsATHUKaX. MepiuH OBIT He UyK[ APeBHUM ITaMsATHUKaM. Begb uMeHHO Oarogaps TOMy, YTO OH
BOILIEJI B JPEBHUIM MaMITHUK, OH HAIIEN METOM KyJIbTUBUPOBaHUS A7is OTHEHHOTO KOJIamca.

OpHakKo OBIJIO CTMIIKOM HeOOBIYHO HAaWTH [IPEBHUM NaMSTHUK Ha JHE MOpS.

[To Bcelt BePOSITHOCTH, 3TOT OI'POMHBIM ITY3bIPh OBITT HEBEPOSITHO MOITHEIM ITPOAYKTOM aJIXMMUH.
Xopunu ciayxu, 4To B UMnepuu MonTa, caMOU C/TaBHOU 310Xe A1 3aK/INHAaTeNel, IPOAYKTEI
amXuMWM, TPOM3BOAUMEIE HEKOTOPEIMU MOTYIIECTBEHHEIMU 3aKIUHATENIMu, 00agand MarndeCKuMu
CITIOCOOHOCTSIMU 3a T'PaHbi0 BOOOpaxkeHusI. BO3MOKHO, 3TO MOX0XKUN aNXUMUYECKUHN ITPOAYKT.

«BoI0BOPOT Ha MOBEPXHOCTH MOPSI, JOJIZKHO OBITh, OBLI CO30aH 9TUM OTPOMHBIM ITy3bIpEM. OHaKO
moyeMmy 970 npousonuio? [Touemy Mer?»

MepHI/IH He BHITJIsAOE]I CIIMIIIKOM 06paJIOBaHHBIM, II0CJie TOT'O KdK y3HaJl, 4YTO 3TO JIpeBHI/Iﬁ IMIaMATHHUK.
Bxon B OPEeBHNE IIaMATHUKHN HE TaPAHTHUPOBAI Harpaay 3da COKPOBHIIIA. HaHPOTI/IB, OpeBHHUE
MaMSITHUKY ObITH IIOJTHBEI OIIACHOCTEH.

«Bomme6HuK BafTOH, Bb IBITANUCh PA30UTh €T0?»

«Pa30uTh 3TOT My3hph? botock, 3T0 OymeT cnoxkHo. OOHAKO, €C/IU OH IeHCTBUTEIHFHO MOXKET OBITh
Pa30uUT, TO MBI TAK¥Ke MOJIKHHEI ObITh TOTOBH. KOrma my3sIph JIOMHET, Ha HAc 00PYIIUTCS YKacHOe
[aBeHrue MOPCKOU BOTBI».

Bomme6uuK BaiTOH cpa3y MOHSJ, YTO UMeN B Buny MepnuH. CaMbIM BaXXHBIM OBLIIO CYMETh
BEIOpaThCS O0TCIofA. Bemb UM He MPUTOASATCS HUKaKKUe BO3MOXKHO CIPATaHHBEIE TYT COKPOBUILA €CIIU
OHHU He CMOTYT 3TOTO CHeNaTh.

«Bomnure6HuK BaliTOH, y Bac €CTh My3bIph ro1yboro genbhuHa?»

«EcTb. I103BONIBETE MHE IIOATOTOBUTHCS, KaK TOIBKO IIY3BIPE JIOITHET, MBI HEMEOJIEHHO BOCIIOJIb3YEeMCA
HM.»

MepHI/IH KHBHYIJI, 3aTE€éM FHY60KO B3OOXHYII. OH Takxe IIPUTOTOBHUJICA BBIITYCTUTE IIY3BIPb FOHY6OI‘O
JIeHb(l)I/IHa, KOT'la IIPHUIIJIO BpeMs, X Ha €T0 TeJjie CPa3y 2Ke BO3HUKIIN CHUJIbHEIE KoeOaHMsI CTUXUH.

«CnocobnocTh [lemoHa I[Tanmopt, JlensiHOM mamerr!»

MepnuH DPOTSHYJ PYKY U YKa3al MaJblieM, XJIbHYIa JlefsgHas aypa. OgHako, KOra oHa KOCHYJach
IYy3BIPsS, TO TYT K€ MIHOBEHHO pPaccesiyiach.

BrniepBbie MepinvH CTONMKHYJICS C TAKOM CUTyalen. ITOT, Ka3aaoch Obl, XPYIKUM Iy3bIpb, OB



OEUCTBUTEIbHO HE TaK IPOCT.
«CnocobHOCTb neMoHa [Tanmnopsl, OTHEHHBIN KOJIIamc!»

B 3TOT MOMEHT MepiuH He MOT 6ECIIOKOUTLCS 0 TOM, YTO BoneOHUK B3liTOH y3HAET 0 Hanuyue
[IBYX €ro crocobHoCTeN!

BHe3amHo mblTalonui OroOHb Havall TOpeTh, ¥ 61eflHOe IIJTaMsl KCTOYasIo AyIlepa3gupalolyio
BBICOKYIO TEMIIEPATYPY.

B3arnsig Bonme6nuka BaiiToHa crerka 3acTthll. HaOmomas 3a TeM, Kak Mep/uH HCIIOIb30Ball IBE
criocobHoCTH [lemoHa [TaHOOpH TOAPST, OH He MOT He YKaCHYThCS.

OH 3Han o criocobHOCTAX [JemoHa [TaHmopsl. OHU OBLIM a0COMIOTHREIM ceKpeToM, 6ynb To B opTe
Y1oH unu B opraHu3alusax 3aKIuHATEIeH, ¥ TOJIbKO CaMble MOTYIIIeCTBeHHbIe 3aK/IMHATENIH MOTJIH
TOJTyYUTH HUX.

CuYmTanI0Ch HEBEPOSTHEIM Be3eHHEM IIOJIyYUTh ONHY U3 HUX. X0Ts BomieOHUK BaiTOH He 3Ha
HUCTUHHOTO MPOMCX0XKIEHUST MepiuHa, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MepiuH He ObLI IPOCTHM OPOATUYUM
Bogme0uHuKOM.

B aTo BpeMs MeanH COCpefoTOo4YniCA Ha Habmogenun. OH 06Hapy}KI/IJ'I, YTO HE3AaBUCHUMO OT TOTO,

KakK J0JIr0 ropeso maaMs OTHeHHOTO KOJIIalca, OFPOMHBIN My3LIph He OBLT TOBPEeXOEH BOOOIIIE.

[Tpumeuanue nepepopgunka: [T - mebun!!! U g He 3Ha10 MoyeMy OHM He CBAPUINCh U Y HUX B IIy3bIpe
He 3aKOHYMUJICS [10CJIe 3TOr0 BO3AYX.
MepnuH npekpaTul CBOM NONLITKU. OH 3HaJN, UTO eMy He IO CUJTY Pa30UTh Iy3hIpb.

«Bomnuie6HUK BaiTOH, My3BIPh HE MOXKET ObITh pa3but. Ecimu Mbl coOupaeMcst yXOOuTh, 1 60I0Ch, YTO
HaM HYKHO UITH OajIbllle BHYTPb.

Mepnun nocMoTpen Ha Bonme6urka baliToHa, a 3aTeM IMOCMOTPENT Ha OOJbIIYI0 IBEPDh BIIEpenu.
OueBUOHO, YTO €CITK 3TO OBUT APEBHUM MaMSITHUK, TO OHU OOJIXKHBI UATH BIEPEN, HaflesCh, YTO OH UX
BEIBeeT K cBobofe.

«[la, HE3aBUCHUMO OT TOT'0, YTO BHYTPHU, MBI HOJIKHEI ITOIPOO0BaTh. MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO OJ1aroCI0BEHNUE,
a He MPOKIATUE?»

Bomnme6uuk B3yTOH OB IOJIOH JTI00OTBITCTBA U IIPEABKYIIEHUS.

Bckope MepnuH u BonmeOHuK BaTOH MONIIIN IPSIMO K BXOOHOU maBepu. OHM MOATOTOBUIUCH,
COXpaHss IMOJIHYI0 OOUTEIBHOCTE, @ 3aTEM C CUJION OTKPBIIA OBEPb BMECTE.

dTa IBephb He BHITIISIOEea MacCUBHOM, HO TpeOoBajiack OTPOMHAs CHJIa, YTOOR OTKPHITE €e€.

Kak TonbKO iBeph OTKPHITIACh, 3a HeW 0OHaApYXKuUIach OTPOMHAS ¥ TPOCTOPHAs KOMHAaTa. B KomHaTte
He OBIJI0O HUYEro, a €€ CTeHbI ObIJTM MTOKPHITH TAMHCTBEHHBIMU PYHAMH.

«HakoHen-To KTO-To Ipumén ... O, Bac maxke gBoe. Xe-xe, HO BH IBOe CIIUIIKOM ca0bl. B mporisii
pas 37ech OB 3aKIMHATENh CEObMOT0 YPOBHS, HO B UTOTE OH IOTepries Heyaauy. OH ObIJT U3THaH B
KJIETKY IJIJaMeHU ¥ B KOHIle KOHI[OB CTOpPeJI AOT/Ia».



BHe3amHo B IPOCTOPHOU KOMHATE Pa3fa’ics rojioc.

MepnuH u BonmeOHUK B3iTOH 3aBepTENNCh U CTaNId IMXOPAagOovYHO MCKAaTh UCTOYHUK T'0JIoCa, HO
HUKOT'O He HAIIIN.

«He Hao CMOTPETH IO CTOPOHAM, 5 IPSMO Tepeq BaMu!»

3arafO4YHbIM rOI0C ITOSBUIICS CHOBA. [Tocie 3TOro mosSBUNIUCH HNCKODPKHU IIJlaMEHH U HadaJll GBICTpO
COﬁI/IpaTbCH 13 BO3yXd, B KOHEYHOM UTOT€ 06pa3yﬂ YeJl0Be4eCKYIo (I)I/Ipry

«Cy1mecTBo U3 IJIaMEHU» TIapUI0 B BO3AYXe, S3LIYKHU IJIAMEHHU TO PACCEUBAJIUCH, TO CHOBA
cobupanuck BMecTe. Cutyanus 6bU1a 04eHb CBOE0OPa3HOM.

«KTo THI? YTO 3TO 32 MECTO?»

U MepnuH, u Bonme6HUK BaliTOH eperyisHyIUCh, CTapascCh BHITIIIETh CIIOKOMHO, U CITPOCHUIIH.

«Brl MOKeTe Ha3wBaTh MeHs TuHOep. YTo KacaeTcs TOro, TOe MBI HaXOIUMCSI, BB, ECTECTBEHHO,
OymeTe 3HATh, KOTMla IPOUAETE TPU YPOBHS, OCTABIEHHBIE MACTEPOM>.

CrpanHoe «CyIecTBo U3 IIJIaMeHN» CHOBA 3ar0BOPHUJIO.

«Tpu ypoBHs? UTO eCiiu MBI 3TOTO HE chejlaeM?»

Bonme6uuK BaiiTOH cKa3an nocnie o0oyMbIBaHUS.

«He cnemaere?!»

TauHCTBEHHOe IJIaMs, Ka3ajoCh, paccMesisioch. Bckope ronoc cran 6ojiee pe3KUM:

«He uMeeT 3HaUeHUS, XOTUTE JIM BBl 3TO [ieNlaTh. B moboM ciiydae, Ballla XKU3Hb HE TaKas JIUHHAS,
BCET0 HECKOJILKO COTEH JIET, TPOCTO MOMOKIUTE, U YMEPUTE 3[IECh.»

CoycTsa HeKOTopoe BpeMs MepnuH MeOjIeHHO OTKPBII POT U CKa3all:
«TBI TOT, KTO HaC ClOfia 3aTAHYII?»

«a, kaxpasie 100 net s 3aTATMBal0 Clofa HECKOIbKO 3aKnuHaTeser. [Io4Tu HUKTO He IIpeycCIe, HO
€CTh TaKHe JIIO[M, KaK Bhl, KOTOPhIE 0TKA3BIBAIOTCSI ITPOOOBATH IIPOXOAUTH YPOBHHU, TI03TOMY OHU
MOTYT TOJIBKO MOJT4a XKJaTh CBoel cMepTH. [laxke MacTep-Bonme6HUK He CMOT BEIOPATHCS OT CIOfia
CHUJION U Jaxe ONpefesiuTh TOUHOE IIOJI0KEeHNe 3TOr0 MecTa. BOT moyeMy y Bac ABOUX He [OJIKHO
OBITH HUKAKUX HafeX[ Ha TO, YTO Clofla IPUOET MOIIHKIYN 3aK/IMHATENb U CIIaCET Bac».

T'onoc [TnamenHnoro CyiecTBa Obl1 04€eHb CTpaHHBIM. Ka3asnock, 4To 0H BooO1ile He TOBOPHII, @
IIPOCTO 3By4all.

Tem He MeHee, MepmnuH 1 BomnimneOHUK BaiiTOH MOHANM, Ky[la OHU MTOTAHA. ITOT OTPOMHBIN ITy3HIPh
oTIpenieIEHHO OB OCTaB/IeH MOIIHHIM 3akinHaTenneM. [Jaxe Mactep-BomnmeOHUK He CMOT BHIOPAThCS
OTCIOZIa, UTO TaKXKe KOCBEHHO [10Ka3bIBajlo BEJIUKYI0 CUJTy Bjafesiblia 9TOr0 IaMsTHUKA.

<<Hy, BOT M BC€, YTO BEI MOT'JIN CIIPOCHUTH, TaK BEL GyneTe HpOGOBaTB YPOBHU UIIN HeT?»

Cy']l[eCTBO W3 IIJIaMEHH BEITJTIAOEI0 HEMHOI'O HETEPIIEJIMBEIM KM XOJIOOHO CIIPOCHIIO.



Mepnus u BonmeOHUK BaliTOH MOCMOTPENX OPYT Ha Opyra U clierKa IMoKadaau I'oJI0BaMu.
«Y Hac ectb BbIOOpP? He mBITaThCS 03HAYAET XKAATh Halllell CMEPTH!»

Ycnrimas, yTo MepmnuH 1 BonmeOHUK BalTOH cortacumuch monpo0oBaTh TPU YPOBHS, TEMIIEPaMEHT
Orzennoro Cy1iecTBa cTas SBHO 6oyiee merkuM. CyIecTBO pa3fesinioch Ha OBa, KaXka0e U3 KOTOPHIX
cTosin nepen MepnuuoM u Bonme6HUKOM B3 TOHOM COOTBETCTBEHHO.
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