Ha 6e3biMsiHHOM OcTpoBe BomieOHUK B3iTOH TEPIeNIUBO XKaal Bo3jie BylKaHa. MHOTIa psiqoM C HUM
TIOSIBIISITTUCEH 37100HBIEe HACEKOMbIE, HO BCe OHM OBITM YHUYTOXKEHHI 3aKITMHAHUSIMU, KOTOPbIe COTBOPHIT
Bonmebuuk BanToH.

«IToxap!»

Bonra OrHeHHHIX 9JIeMeHTajlel HCKPUJIach Ha Tene BonmeOHrnka BafitoHa. OH COTBOPHUII €II1€ OTHO
3aKknMrHaHue OTHEHHOTO THIIa, Iajslee IIaMsa FOpeio MHTeHCUBHO, U IIPEBPATHUIIO IBYX YEPHEIX
JKYKOB B ITeTe.

U TyT eMy mIOKa3amoCh, YTO BCS 3eMII Hadasla ApoXKaTh.
«XM-M? YTO IPOUCXOOUT?»

Bonme6uuk BaiiToH OCMOTPEII CBOE OKDYyXKeHue. Ka3zamocs, 4TO HaYanoch 3eMJIeTPsSICEeHne. OpHaxko,
KOTr'la OH ITOCMOTPEJI BBEPX, U3HYTPHU ByJIKdaHA HAYadJIX IIOOHUMATBCSA KJIY6BI T-IépHOl"O ObIMa.

«He xopotro, ByJIKaH co6upaeTCcst ©3BEPTaThCs!»

Bomme6uuK BaiiTOH paHbIlle BUIEN U3BepKEHNE ByTKaHa. XOTsS OH BUMEN er0 TOJIbKO M3Jaeka, TO
YTO TOT7]a IPOMCXOAUIIO HaBCeTa OTIeYaTaaoch B HEM.

Vi3BepxKeHUe BylIKaHa ObIT yzKacaommM. [laxke 3aKIMHATENIO CEOMOT0 YPOBHS He MO30POBUIIOCH
Obl, eci OBl OH OKA3aJICs B JKepJie ByJIKaHa B 3TOT MOMEHT, ITIOCKOJIbKY BHYTPH KHITe/Ia pacKaleHHas
JaBa.

«Bonme6HUK MepnuH BCe elll€ BHYTPHU ByJIKaHa!»

B rnasax Bomme6HnKa Ba#iToHa OBII0 6€CIIOKOHCTBO. 3eMJIsS COTPsicaach eIné cuibHee. Kak TONBKO
U3BEPKEHMe IIPOU30UIET, BECh OCTPOB OKAXKETCS B Y2KACHOM COCTOSTHHH !

«Hert, mo ero Havana 51 OJKeH OBICTPO BRITAIIUThL BonmmeOHrKa MepirHa OTTyHa».

Bonme6uuK BaiiTOH I1y00KO B3MOXHYJI, 3aTeM B3JIeTeNl B BO3[YX, HAIIPABIASACh K BYJIKAHY, KOTODHIH
BBINTYCKaJl YEPHBIE KIIyOhI IbIMa.

«Tak xkapko! Ecnu s ocTaHych 30eCh, KOTHa BYJIKaH [AeHCTBUTEIHHO U3BEPTHETCS, IJIST MEHS 9TO
OymeT cMepTh! 4 mONKeH MOKMHYTH By/IKaH KaK MOXKHO CKopee!»

MepnuH n04YyBCTBOBAJI IOCTEIIEHHOE TIOSIBJIeHNEe CUIbHOU ONTaCHOCTH OT OCHOBaHMS BynKaHa. OH
3HaJI, 4YTO J1aBa Obla B TypOYJIEHTHOCTH ¥ coOupasack OBITh M3THAHHON U3 BylIKaHa. K TOMy BpeMeHU
maxe 3aKJIMHATEb CEAbMOI0 YPOBHS HE BHIXKHMBET, @ OH U ITOJJaBHO.

[TosToMy OH momKeH OBUT YUTH KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

Vi3HauanbHO MepiuH AyMall, 4To ¥ Hero elllé eCTh BpeMsi, YTOOk BEIpe3aTh 0oibie JIaBOBOTO I'PYHTA
13 KaMeHHOU cTeHH. OHAKO CUTyalus OGBICTPO CTajla KpUTUYECKOH.

OH CUJIBHO yAapusl KMHXKAJIOM I10 KAMEHHOU CTEHe.



OcCTphIfl KMHKAJI MTHOBEHHO BHIOMIT KYCOK JIaBOBOT'O I'PyHTa, HO 9TO ObI/Ia TOJTBKO MOJIOBUHA. Y
MepnuHa He OBITIO BpeMeHH, YTOOHI e1lé pa3 Mompo6oBaTh, TO3TOMY OH CIIPSITaa BCE, UTO CMOT
OTKOJIOTH B CBOEM KOJIBIIE.

3aTeM MepiyH MOCIENIHO HAallpaBUICA B CTOPOHY BYJIKAHMYECKOTO KpaTepa.
«bym!»

Hakonern BynkaH u3Beprcst. CTpalrHas MarmMa 6ypiuia ¥ KJI0OKOTana, ¥ MepIuH Mo4YyBCTBOBAJ, Kak
OynTo Bce ero Teno OymeT momoxkeHo. OH cobpast B cebe KaXyio YHINIO 9HEPTUHU, U3[all FPOMKUN
BOILIb ¥ SIPOCTHO TOJIKHYJI CBOE TeJI0 K KpaTepy ByJIKaHa.

MepmuH oTHan BCe CBOU CUJIBI, BEIIPHITHYB U3 KpaTepa. Bckope oH 3ameTtun BonmeOHuKa baiToHa,
KOTOPBIY OBLT B BO3TYXeE.

Bomme6uuk BaliToH yBumen MepiuHa y KpaTepa, BOCTOPT MOSIBUIICS Ha ero nulle. TeM He MeHee, OH
TaKKe CIIBIIIA] IPOXOYyIllre 3BYKU ByJIKaHa U 3HAJ, YTO, €CJIU OH He IIPeAIpUMeT HUKAaKUX
IenCcTBUi, To Mep/nuH Bce paBHO OYHET COXKIKEH MO CMEPTH U3Beprarolei 1aBoii.

B aToT MoMeHT Ha Tesne BomnmebHrKa B3iiTOHa MOSBUINCh MHTEHCHBHEIE 371eMEHTH BeTpa - 910 OBIIO0
€ro JieTalolllee 3aKIMHaHue.

«Bomnme6HUK MeprnuH, He gBUTaics. f coesaio Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB! BEITAIIUTH TEOS OTTyHa.»

CUNbHHIM BeTep MOOHSAT MepiuHa B BO3IyX. 3aT€M OH CTaJl OTHOCKUTDb €T0 K OTPOMHOMY MOPIO C
00IBIIION CKOPOCTHIO.

Bomme6Has cuia BonmeOHMKa BaiiToHa Oblila Upe3BhIYaliHO MOIIHOM. OfHAKO0, YTOOH MOAAEePKaTh
BeCc MepnuHa, IOTPsICaoIe OrpoMHas 4acTh ero Marudeckou Cuybl OblJTa HCTOIIEHA, U BCKOPE OHAa
ObLIa IIOJIHOCTHLIO UCTOIICHA.

9T0 OBIIIO TPUYUHOM, IT0 KOTOPOM B IIyTh K OCTPOBY OHM HAIPaBIIS/IUCE Ha JIOMOYKe. Maru4eckoi
cumel B Tene Bomnme6HruKa BatiToHa ObIJI0 HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOH MOOIePKKUBATh APYTOr0 YeJoBeKa B
BO3MyXe.

YroOnI MOgHATH MepiiiHa B BO31yX, BoneOHUK B3fiTOH MOT TOJTBKO KEPTBOBATh U TPATUTh BCIO
cBoi0 Maruueckyio Cumy. HecMoTps Ha 3T0, OBII0 [OCTATOYHO MPUOIU3UTL MepiiHa K MOPIO PSAOM
C IIJISI3KEM.

«ByMm!»

Bomnme6uuk baliToH 60mbille He MOT €T0 MOAAePKUBATh, T03TOMY Mep/iuHa IIBEIPHYJIO IIPSIMO B
Mmope. K HacTosiieMy BpeMeHu BYJIKaH IMOTHOCTBIO U3Beprcsi. He6o OBII0 3ar0THEHO JRIMOM, U BECH
MaJIeHbKUH OCTPOB CJIETKa ApOoXKall.

MepnuH JOIIBIT OO MIsixkKa. XOTS OH BeCh IIPOMOK, OH BCE €IIl€ He MOT CKPHITh BOCXUIIIEHNE Ha CBOEM
nuile. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €T0 MOXKHO CUMTATh CYACTIUBYMKOM, KOTOPHIM 00MaHyI cMepTh. Eciiu Okl He
Bomnme6uuk BalTOH, OH HUKAK He MOT OBl OCTaThCSI HEBPEIUMBIM.

«Bomme6HuK BalTOH, Ha 9TOT pa3 s BBIXKUII TOJIbKO Oraromaps BaM. MiHaue Most cyb6a Gbita Ob
pelieHa.»

MeanH CKa3aJl, 3aTauB JbIXaHHE.



Bomnie6HuK BaiTOH MpuU3eMNuiCs Ha Msxke. Bug peByIero ByJKaHa, BCe ellé BCEJIS CTPax B €ro
cepaue. OH MSITKO ITOKayas TOJI0BOM ¥ OTBETHIL:

«4 mymato, HaM JIy4lle YUTH cefdac, 3MecCh CJIUIIKOM OIIaCHO».
H3BepxkeHue BynKaHa OblI0 y2KacHBIM. [axe 6ojiee CUIbHBINM 3aKIMHATEIh OyIeT 0XBaYeH CTPaxoM.
«[la, HaM OIIpeeIEHHO HYKHO HEMEMJIEHHO yeXaTh OTciomal»

MepmuH ToXe KUBHYI. ITOT Oe3BIMSHHEIN OCTPOB ORI CITUIIKOM OaceH. HUKTO He MOT CKa3arTh,
KaKas OTaCHOCThb ITPOU30MOET ITOCTIe N3BePKEeHUS BylnKaHa. Mx 6e3onacHoCTh OyneT obecnedyeHa
TOJIBKO B TOM CJIy4ae, eC/i OHU IMOKUHYT Oe3bIMSHHBIM OCTPOB KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

Takum o6pa3oM, MepuH OBICTPO Cesl Ha MaJleHbKYIO JT0AKY. BommeO6HuK BalToH cTan y pyns, U OHU
Hayda/u YIJIbIBaTh OT 0€3BIMSIHHOTO OCTPOBA.

V3manexka MOXKHO OBLIO YBUETH TOJIBKO T'yCTOW YEPHBIN ABIM, COTIPOBOKAAEMEBIN I'POX0YYIIUMHU
3ByKaMU M3BEePKEHUS ByJIKaHa, PaCIpoCTPaHsIeMOr0 BETPOM.

«MBI HaKOHEI] OTIUIBIIN OT OCTPOBA Ha OCTAaTOYHOE PAaCCTOSHUE, HO 9TO MOPE BCe Ke OCTAETCS
OTIaCHBIM. {1 He MOTY ITOBEPHUTH, UTO BYJIKaH, KOTOPHIM HE U3BEPTa/ICs B TeUeHNE HECKOJIBKUX
[eCSATUNIETUM, PEIINIT U3BEPTHYThCS ceronHs... K cyacThio, MHe BCe e YOanoch MOy4uTh JIaBOBHIH
TPYHT, II03TOMY IIyTEIIeCTBUE He OBUI0 6eCII0Ne3HEIM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!»

Ynribka 3amevaTienach Ha auile MepnauHa. X0Ts M3-3a HayaBIIerocs N3BepKeHUs MOJI0BUHA
JIaBOBOTO T'pyHTa He Obllla BOBPeMs U3BjIeUueHa, HO TOT0 KyCKa, KOTOPHIM OH YCIIeNl OTKOJIOTh, eMY
MOJKHO OBIIIO XBATUTh [AJISI TOTO, YTOOBI BEIPACTUTD MTEPBYIO CTAMIUI0 CIIOCOOHOCTH.

Kaxk TO/IbKO OH 3aBEPIIUT COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHKE IIEPBOM CTANUHU CIIOCOOHOCTH, 3aIUTHLIE 3aKJIMHAHUS
MepnuHa, oTHOCSIIMECS K 3emiie, OynyT 3HAUUTEILHO YIYYIIEeHH.

«Bomnme6HuK MepnuH. CMOTPHUTE, YTO 9TO B BOJE?»

Kak pas Torma, Korma MepnuH 06/1eTUEHHO B3IOXHYII, 03KHUOAsI CBOETO IyTemecTBUus o0paTHO B opT
Y1oH u coBepIeHCTBOBaHME CrIocoOHOCTH [1naBkast 3emiisi, BaliTOH, Ka3aloCh, YTO-TO YBUOET, U €T0
BHIPaXKEeHUS N3MEHUTIHCE.

B3arnsm MepnuHa npocienui 3a BonmeOHuKoM BafiTOHOM U TepeMeCcTHIICS B MOPCKHE BOIHI,
OKpYyKalollie MaleHbKYIo JIOAKY. [eCTBUTEIbHO, MOPCKHE BOMBI ObIIM U3HAYAIbHO CIIOKOMHBIMU U
MUDPHBIMHU, HO 0€3 BUOUMOM IIPUYMHLI Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH CTAJIM IOSIBISITHCS MHOTOUMCIEHHEIE
Ty3BIPbKU. JTO OBITIO TIOX0XKeE Ha KUTIEHHUE.

MarneHbKasd nogKa YXKe ylijla Ha OJOBOJIBHO 0oJbITIOE pacCCTosiHHE OT 0e3BIMSITHHOT'0 OCTPOBaA. TeM HE
MeHee, OKPYZXKaIoIIrue MOPCKKHE BOOBI IIOKPBIBAJIUCH ITY3BIPbKAMHU BO30YyXd, BOSHUKAIOIIMMMHU Ha
ITOBEPXHOCTH BOMEI.

<<Byane OCTOPO2KHEI, 3TO MO2KEeT IIPOUCXOOUTH U3-3a 9eTro yTOJIHO!»

MepnuH cpady cTan 6OuTeNnbHEIM. Takoe CTPaHHOe SIBJIEHHE HOJIXKHO OBITh BHI3BAHO HEHM3BECTHBIMU
U3MeHEeHUSIMU. B TpOTUBHOM cilydae He OblI0 OB TAKOTO CBOEOOPA3HOI0 SIBJIEHUS B 9TOM OOIITHPHOM
MOPCKOM peruoHe 6e3 BeCKOM Ha TO IPUYUHEL.

«Bynb! byns! Bynb!»



BMecTe ¢ my3eIphKaMu Ha CIIOKOMHOM MOpe ITOCTEIIeHHO 00pa30BaliCsi OTPOMHEIM BOJOBOPOT.

Manenbkas nogka Mepnuta u Bonme6Huka baliToHa Oblia 3aTSHyTa B BOGOBOPOT MOIIIHBIM
IIOTOKOM.

«He xopoo. BeicTpo, yxogum!»

MepnuH MHCTUHKTUBHO OTpearupoBajl, MTHOBEHHO IIPEITHYB B Mope, a BommeOHUK BaliToH cpa3y ke
B3JIETENT B BO3AYX. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH COOMPAJICS AUCTAHIIMPOBATLCS OT BOJOBOPOTA, Ka3asocCh,
YTO OTPOMHAsI HEBUAKMMas pyKa MOsIBUJIACh U3 BOJOBOPOTA U 3axBaTuia BoneOHuKka bafToHa.

«4ro ke TaM 1o MopeM? BomnmeO6HuK BaiiToH, 6eperuch!»

Cuna Pazyma MepnuHa, Ka3ajaoch, CMyTHO 00HapyXKuia HEBUAUMYIO PYKY, IPOTATUBAIOIIYIOCS U3
BOJOBOPOTa. TeM He MeHee, 3TO He IPUHECIIO HUKAKOTo 3¢ deKTa, TOCKOJIbKY TUTAHTCKAas pyKa
cxBatuina Bommebuuka BaiToHa MpsMO B BO3AyXe, HACUIILHO BTSIHYB Bomnmebuuka BaiToHa B HETO.

«Bomnmiebnuk Baitou!»

MepnuH MOT TOJIbKO HabmogaTh, Kak Bomnme6Huka baliToHa YHOCAT B BOIOBOPOT. B MTHOBEHME 0Ka
OH ucuye3. MepnuH 00SIJICS, YTO BCE, UTO OKAXKETCS B TAKOM y2KacaloIlleM BOOOBOpPOTe OymeT
pasopBaHoO Ha YacTH.

Bomnime6HuKa BaiiToHa 3aTallMIX B BOMOBOPOT, TO3TOMY OH OBLI, CKOpPee BCero, 06pedéH.

B rny6uHe mymu MepnuH 4yBCTBOBaJ IedaibHOe pa3odyapoBaHue. OH He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO, TOIIBKO
yTO cOexKaB OT U3BEPKEHUS ByJIKaHa, OHU CTONKHYJIUCH C €II€ OOHUM HECYACTHBIM CIy4YaeM U YTO
Bomme6uuk b3nToH morub B BOIOBOPOTE.

OH moHsATHS He UMeJI, Kak 00pa3oBajics BOgoBopoT. OH IOSIBUJICS BHE3AITHO, ¥ €T0 Pa3pyIIuTeIbHas
cuya Oblyla CIMIIKOM ykKacatoried. Oco0o ero ImoKUPOBaJIo TO, YTO OH CMOT CXBAaTUThL BommeOHUKa
baiiToHa B BO37yXe, BTSIHYB €ro IpsIMO B BOJOBOPOT.

«CBuct! CBuct!»

OrpomHEBIT cTOI0 BOMBI TIOTHSICS B HE00, KOTMa T'MTAaHTCKUM BOOOBOPOT CTanl O0Jbllle, BTSTHBAS BCE B
OTPOMHOE MoOpe. MepiIuH MOT Jaxe Pas3riIsfeTh HECKOIbKUX OTPOMHEBIX MOPCKHX KHWBOTHBIX,
KOTOPHIE OBITM BTSHYTH B BOJOBOPOT OOMH 3a OPYrUM, CUe3HYB 0e3 ciefa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MepJyuH OIIyTHI KYTKOE YYBCTBO, €My IT0KA3aJIoCh, YTO 3a HUM HabII0MaeT Kakas-To
HEeU3BECTHAs CYIITHOCTh. 3aTeM ellé OfHa HeBUAKUMas O0JbIlasi pyKa BEITSHYJIAach U3 BOJOBOPOTA U
cxBaTuia MepnuHa.

«O HeT!»

MepnuH TOJBKO YTO CTaJl CBUAETEIEM TOT0, KaK 3Ta HeBHAUMas 0oJIbIlas pyKa 3aTallluia
Bonme6HrKa B3iiToHa B BOMOBOPOT.

Temeps OblTa €T0 0Yepens.
«CrocobHocTh [Iemona [Tanmopsl, JlemsiHoM naner!»

MepiuH IPOTSAHYI PYKY, YKa3asl HalbleM, ¥ Ype3BEYaiHO XOJI0NHAS aypa 3aMOpO3Kia MOPCKUe
BOMHI ITepej] HUM B CJIOHM TOJICTHIX JIE[STHBIX KPUCTAIOB. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO X0y0fK JIemssHOTO



[Tanbia OBITT BEUK, HO, KOTAA OeJI0 OOIIJIO 10 3TOM CTPaHHOW HEBUAMMOM OOJIBINON PYKYU, OH He
BO3UMEJT HUKAKOTO0 3¢ deKkTa BooO1Ie. X0JI0, MPOHUILIBAIOIINH BO3OYX, OB Pa3faBiieH HEBUTUMOMN
PYKOM.

[Tocrne aTOr0 OHa SPOCTHO CxBaTwia MepnuHa, ¥ OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OTEPSI KOHTPOIb Haf
CBOMIMU [BUKEHUSMU. Bce ero Teo Hampsriock U OBIIO 3aTSHYTO HEBUOUMOM PYKOM MTPSIMO B
OTPOMHEIM BOJIOBOPOT.

MepnuH MOYyBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHYI0 PACTATUBAIOIIYIO CHITY, KaK OyOTO OHa pa3phiBajla ero TeJjo Ha
yacTH. MepyuH He OKa3hiBal COITPOTUBJIEHHUS IIPOTUB OIPOMHOM CHUIIBI TSATH U OBLIT MTOTPYXKEH B MOpE
BOJOBOPOTOM.
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