JIuno Pucena nmo6iaenueno. OH BUOEN MOTYIEeCTBEHHOTO Baiica, youtoro MepnuaoM. Temepsb OH
COKaJIesI, YTO He BOCIIOIb30BaJICS BO3MOXKHOCTEIO 6€KaTh, IIOKA OHK 00a OBUIM 3aHSATH O0PLOOH.

Pucen 3amerturn, 4To KonebaHue 3JIeMEeHTOB ThMBI BOKPYT MepJ'II/IHa YCHUIINBAIOTCA. B otBeT oH Ccpasy
Ke OOCTaJl PYJIOH IIKYPHI 2KHNBOTHOT'O M3 CBOET'O KOJIbIla 1 KDUKHYII 3aKIuHATEIIM BOKDYT cebs:

«Y MeH$s B pyKax MeTO[l COBEPIIEHCTBOBaHMS criocoOHOCTH [lemoHa [TaHmopel. TOT, KTO TOMOXKET MHE
nobenuTh MepnuHa, MOIyYUT ero!»

Pucen ObITT B OTYASTHUM B 9TOT MOMEHT. OH OBIJI TOTOB IIOTEPATH METO COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUA
OrHeHHOr0 KOJalca, YTOOBI CITACTH CBOIO KM 3Hb.

«Crocob6HOCTh [IemoHa ITaHOOPHI?»
«OTO meUCTBUTENBHO CIIOCOOHOCTE [leMoHa ITaHmopEI?»
MHorue 3aknuHaTen u ¢ II000IEITCTBOM B3TJITHYJIM Ha PYJIOH KOXU B pyKe PuceHa.

MepJ'II/IH OCTAaHOBHMIJICA Ha MeCTe, B €ro I'ta3a CKOJIb3HYJIX I10 OKPYZKEHHIO. BHes3anmHo 3aknuHaTeNnu
BOKDYT HEr0 yXKe He Ka3aJIuChb TAKMMHU 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIMI, KaK MTHOBEHUEM DAHBIIIE. ,'[[a}Ke
3aknIuHaTeNnu ‘-IeTBépTOl"O YPOBHS ITPOCTO IMOKAa4YaJId T'OJIOBAMHU U COEPXKaAJIX UCKYIIEHNEe, TaK KaK
HHUKTO U3 HUX HE OCMEJIUJICSA OBUHYTBCA Bnepén.

CnocobnocTs [lemoHa [TaHAOpE! OBIZIa 3aMaHUYMBEIM IIPHU30M, HO, YBUAEB OUTBY MeXkay MepnuHOM U
BaticoM, 3ak/IMHaTEIN YETBEPTOTO YPOBHS OCO3HAJIM, HACKOJILKO OTTAaCHHEIM ObLJI0 OBl BCTATh Ha MyTh
MepnuHa. OHU He X0TeIu norubaTh, TaKOM TIIYIION CMEPTHIO.

Mepnun 6b11 TOpa3no 6osee MoOryieCTBeHHBIM BomnmebuukoM, yem Batic!
«Becnone3no usberats cMepTu!»

MepnuH MMokaydas roloBoM, CIIOKOMHO Habmogas 3a PucenoM. OH OblT He TeM Bomnie6GHUKOM-
HOBHYKOM, KAKUM OH BIIepBBIe BCTYIUI B Pernon TemHou Maruu. Ternepb OH MOT CTOIKHYThCS C
TI0OBIM IIPEISITCTBUEM U ITPEONOJIETh eTo!

«OTHEeHHBIN KoJIarc!»

MepHI/IH CJleTKa CMECTHIICS, ¥ BHe3aIlHO u3 Tella BomieOHrKa PrceHa momHsI0Ch Oeioe miamsi.
[Inams BCIIBIXHYJIO, 1 BCKOPE BCE €r0 TeJlo OBIIIO OXBAYEHO IJTaMEHeM.

MepHI/IH CIIOKOMHO Habioman, Kak Pucen 60peTCH B OTHe. B KOHIle KOHLIOB OH yIIaJl Ha 3eMIJII0, €T0
TeJI0 CTOPEJIO 010 HEY3HABAEMOCTH. MepJ’II/IH OOXKMOAJICA €ero CMepTH, U HaKOHell, OTMAaXHYJICAd OT
IIJIaMEHMU.

Bce, uTo ocTanock Ha Tese PuceHa, 3T0O ero KOJIbIIO U PYJIOH IIKYPEL KHBOTHOTO, Ha KOTOPOM OBLIN
3alKCaHbl METOMH! KyTbTUBUPOBaHUsS OTHEHHOTo Kojutanca. OKpyXKarouie 3aKIHHATeIN
Habmomanu, Kak Mep/uH ¢ OTYasTHHBIM CUSTHMEM B TJla3aX IMOJHSI PYJIOH KOXKH.

KTo mocmesn GBI TIYII0 IPOTUBOCTOSATH €EMY? ITO IIPOU3OIIIIO M3-3a TOr0, YTO MepiuH 00pén
YBEPEHHOCTH Tocye youicTBa Balica. Tereps OH OB YBEpEH, YTO €0 CHJia HUYYTh He YCTyIaeT CUile
3ak/MHATEeNs YeTBEPTOTO YpoBHA. Ha camoM pnene, B [InaBatoirieM ropose He ObII0 3aKIUHATENS,
KOTOPBIM ITOCMelT ObI TPOTUBOCTOSATH Mepnuny!

«Enena, mmoumm!»



MepnuH yOpast pyJIoH IIKYPH XKUBOTHOTO ¥ KOJIBIO ¥ Mpenioxuil Enene yitu. BommeOoHuk MaThio
13 KJlaHa [leTbMaH CMOTpes, Kak MepiuH yXoouT ¢ EjeHoi ¢ MCIIyraHHBIM BhHIpaXkKeHUEM Ha JIHIIE.

«Enena? 9To oHa, MOYeMy OHa He YIIOMSHYJA, YTO OHAa ¥ MepnuH ObUIM yYeHUKaMU OOHOT'0 U TOTO
JKe HaCTaBHUKA?»

Bomnie6HuK MaThio mogyMai 00 3TOM C OTTEHKOM PafloCTH Ha JIWIE, a 3aTeM ObICTPO YIIET.

OI"pOMHBIfI OKeaH Ka3aJiCAd 66CKOH€‘-IHBIM, 1 1110001 KOHTUHEHT Ka3aJiCs KPOIIEeYHBIM ITIOCPEON HETO.

B I"HY6I/IHG OKeaHa OblJT 0€3BIMSIHHBIN OCTpOB. Ha HeM cTOos1 BEIMKOIEIIHEIM 1 pOCKOH.[HbeI OBOpeL,
CHUSIIOIINY HACTOJIBKO SPKO, 9TO €ro MOZXKHO OBILI0 YBUIOETH U3OaAJIE€Ka.

«Kmnetic!»

B ogHOM U3 OMeIleHUN Ha TEPPUTOPKHU OBOPLa BEICOKas BoniieOHuIla C XBOCTUKAMU B TOHKUX
yyJnKax u objeraroliel ogexae Kpudaja yepe3 BCIo KOMHATy Ha Apyroro BommeOHKa, KOTOPHIN
CULEN C 3aKPHITHIMU TJIa3aMH.

BonureOHUK HaxMypuIl OPOBU U BHITISEN Pa3gpaXKEHHBIM TEM, YTO €T0 OTBIEKIN OT MeIUTALIUH.
«CHHSA IITHIIA, B UeM JIeJI0?»

Bomme6uuity 3Banu Cune [ITuiieir, npaBaa 3To 60Jbllle TOXOAKUIIO Ha TPO3BUILE, YEM Ha HACTOSIIee
M.

«Knetic, umrot Batic MEPTB!»
Kneiic cnerka Haxmypuics, B ornuyue 0T CHHeH MTHIL, KOTOpast ynbibanack. OH MPOIIenTart:

«Baiic MépTB? Pa3Be 0H He oTHpaBusics B [ImaBatomnui ropof, YTOOR BHIIOTHUTh KAKyI0-TO ITPOCTYIO
muccuio? Kpome Crepnunr Xayca, [InaBatomui ropoy He o61aflaeT HUKAKOM BBIOAIOLIENCS CUIIOMN.
Jlyumme 3aknuHaTenu [11aBalolnero roposia - 4€TBEPTOT0 YPOBHS. Baiic He Tak CcuiieH, HO OH MOT OB
JIETKO CIIPABUTHCS C HUMHU. UTO IIPOU3O0LIIO?»

CuHssa ntuna QeIpKHya.

«YenoBek, youpuui Baiica, 6611 He u3 [1naBaroiiero ropoaa, oH 6wt u3 Pernona TemHou Maruu!
KaxeTcst, 3T0 IeCTBUTENIBHO YAUBUTEIBHOE MECTO. IToc/e Toro, KakK TH YIIE OTTY/a, OSBUIICS
3aK/IMHATENb MIeCTH CTUXUM IIePBOr0 YPOBHS, UMEeHHO OH yOun Beiica.»

«3aKJIuHaATEeNb IeCTH CTUXUM!»

Ero Teno BCUBIXHYIO OT Bo3MylneHus. CaM oH Obly1 3aKIMHATEIEM MISATU CTUXUHU, OH 3HAJI, KaK TPYAHO
mOOUTHCS TaKUX Pe3yIbTaTOB.

Knetic korga-To gyMasn o ToM, 4TOOBI CTaTh 3aKJIMHATEIEM IIeCTH CTUXUMHBIX 3aKTMHAHUM, HO B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH OPOCHII 3Ty 3aTelo.

Teneps B Peruone TeMHolM Maruu Obis1 3aKIMHATENb IECTH CTUXUM, U Kielic ObLT yOUBIEH.



«[Tomoxmu, s KaxkeTcs BcnoMuUII. B Peruone Temuo#t Maruu ObUI 3aKJIMHATE b, Ha3HAYEHHEIN B
Bamrxio Bonme6Huka JIeo. OH OB 3aKIMHATEIEM IIIECTH CTUXUH, HO eIllé He JOCTUT ITePBOTro
YPOBHS. ITO MOXKeT ObITh OH? Ecnu 51 He ommbalock, ero 3Baau Mepnus!»

OH BCIIOMHUI CIIyXHu O 3aknIrHaTee MEeCTH CTUXUN, HO MeanH B TO BpeM4d OBLI IIpoCTO
3aKJIMHATEeJIEM Ha4aJIbHOI'O YPOBHS, U HUKTO HE BEPHUIJI B €T0 YCIIEX.

«Ila, aTo Mepnun! Jleo HelCTBUTEILHO YOUBUTETIEH, OH CMOT B3pacTuTh ['ma3 TeMel. Cap Occelt Toxe
yMep OT ero pyk. OH He TOJIbKO HEBEPOSITEH, HO U €70 YYeHUKU O4YEHb CUJILHEI ...»

CuHA4 NTHUIA CKa3ajla SMOLKUOHAIBHO.
«YTO mymaeT BBHICIINY KIacc?»

«CHavasna oHM pemmunu co6ma3uuTh MepnuHa npegaTh Pernon Temuo#n Maruu. Xe-xe, K COXKaJIeHUIO,
cornamenue Mexny Pernonom TemHoi Maruu u [11aBaiomuM ropogoM IMokKa He MOXKeT OBITh
HapyueHo. [I03ToMy OHM He MOTYT OTIIPABUThL 3aK/JIMHATEJIST YeTBEPTOI0 YPOBHS, 3TO OBITIO OB
CJIMIIKOM OYE€BUAHO. BRICIINY KJTaCC TOTOBUTCS OTIIPaBUTH 3aK/IMHATENId TPETHEr0 YPOBHS, 1 yKe
Iofiasia 3asiBKy Ha 9Ty MUCCUIO».

Bripaxkenrue CuHel MTUITH TIOCTEIIEHHO CTano 60jee CEpbE3HRIM, KOTIa OHA M3JI0KHUIa CUTYallHio
TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

«A? Twl cobupaernibcsa? Ho 3aueM?»

«[la, 51 He TTO3BOJII0 HUKOMY yrpoxkKaTh TBoel no3uimu B O3my. ipuoT Baiic nepeouenun ce6s, o
XOTeJl CpaBHUTL cebs ¢ ToOoM. f1 Bcerma xoTesa MoaydYuTh BO3MOKHOCTE YOUTE ero. K cuacTsio,
MepnuH MoMor MHE, SICHO, 4YTO MepnuH [0BONIbHO cuneH. Kieiic, Th 3Haelb Tpapuuuio O3mMy, yeM
6onee ogapéH 3aK/IMHATEND, TeM OH IieHHee. Ecinu Mepnun npubyneT B O3Mmy, s 6010Ch, 3TO CO37ACT
CEepPbE3HYI0 YTPO3Yy TBOEMY CTATyCy!

¢4 momana 3asiBKy, 4TOOR OH HUKOT/Ia He yrpoKall TBOEMY IOJI0KeHU0. {1 ero yonio!»

I'ma3a CrHeN OTUILI CTAlIW XOJIOOHBIMHU, HO €€ TOH 0CTaBaliCs CIIOKOMHBIM, 9TO 0YEeHb HEPBUPOBAIO.
Tonpko Korpma oHa nocMmorpera Ha Kielica, BEIpakeHUe ee Jiulia CTajl0 MATKUAM.

Kreiic nouyBcTBOBas ce0sl HEIOBKO, KOTHa OH OCMOTpeNl Ha CHHIOIO ITUIY, OH BEITSHYI PYKY U
HEeXXHO IIOTJIafiuII ee BOJIOCH. OH CIIOKOMHO CKa3all:

«Xopomo, Cunsas ntutia. 4 6yay pag, eciu 9To Oymeib Th. Eciiu HET, s CMOTY Pa3BUTh CIIOCOOHOCTD
IemoHa, KoTOpyIo fan MHe O3My, ¥ TUYHO BCTPEUYCh C Mep/nrHOM, YTOOH y3HATh, HACKOJIBKO I10-
HACTOSIleMy YOUBUTEJIEH 3TOT II0 CIyXaM 3aK/IMHATellb IeCTU CTUXUU?»

«Kak? THl yBepeH, 4TO X04ellb pa3BUTh CIOCOOHOCTE [emMoHa? HukTo B O3My yCIEIHO He
BEIpAIUBAJ ero paHelle. CIUIIKOM MHOTO ONapPEHHEIX 3aK/IXHATENIeN YMepiu B IIpoLecce
CO3[aHUA».

OHa o4YeHb HepPBHMNYAJIa, YCIIHIIIaB, YTO OH PEUINJICA.

Krneiic mpomomkar noriaxXxuBaTh BOJ0Ckl CUHEN MITHUIE], OH YIIBIOHYJICS U YCIIOKOUII €€ CIIOKOMHBIM
TOJIOCOM:

«Pa3Be He pagu aToro s npepan Peruon Temuoi Maruu? OOpIYHEIE 3aKIMHATETN HUKOTA HE MOTJIX



CTaTh NENCTBUTEILHO CUIIbHEIMYU, HO MHE HE CYkKIeHO OBITh OOBIYHBIM!»
Knetic ckazasn c HaMEKOM Ha 6e3yMue Ha ero Juile.

Cunss IITHIIAQ Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMd 3aMOJi4alia, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB OHa YCIIOKOUJIACh. Ona 3Halla,
YTO, KaK TOIbKO Kielic OIIpenesInTCd C 4eM-TO, €0 He OTTOBOPHUTE.

«Xopot11lo, TIocyie Toro, Kak g y0bio MepiuHa, 1 BEepHYCh Kak MOXKHO cKopee. Ecniu Thl yMpéls, 5
IIoC/iefyo 3a To6ow ! »

B aToT MoMeHT xosonHas Bommeouunia Cuags [1Tuia Ka3anach HeXKHOM.

[TnaBaroiuii TOpof, B KnaHe [lenbMaH.

Bonme6HMK M3ThIO BOIIEN CO ABOPA. XOTS €ro IOJI0KEeHKe B KilaHe [lebMaH ObIIO BHICOKMM, OH He
CMeTI Tpe3uparTh JIoJer B 3TOM KOMHATe.

Bombire nBepy BHe3allHO OTKPBIIKCH, Korga BommeOHUK M3ThI0 SPOCTHO IOAHST TojioBy. OH
YBU[IE MOJIONOTO 3aKJIMHATeNs, ONETOT0 B YEPHYIO MaHTHIO.

«BommeO6HuK MepmuH!»
Bonme6HUK M3ThIO IOCIEIIHO 3aKpUYall.

Mepnus nocmoTpen Ha EneHy ¢ pacTepsHHBIM BhIpaXkeHUeM Nulla, 1 EneHa HeyKIoxe
OCTaHOBWJIACH, IIeTTYa:

«MepmnuH, 3TO MOY OTeL».

MepnuH BcnioMHUJ, KakK EneHa KpaTKO YIOMSIHYJIA, YTO ee oTell ObUI CTapeHInnHOM KinaHa [lenbMaH.
«Bomme6HuK M3ThI0, YTO-TO HE TaK?»

B3rnag MeprnuHa BcTpeTuscs ¢ BonmeOHIKOM M3Thio, KOTTIa OH CIIPOCHUJ CIIOKOMHO.

Bomnme6HuK Ma3Thi0 YIBIOHYJICS ¥ IPOLIETTal:

«BommeOHUK Mep/iuH, 3TO TOT Clly4al, MH, KaH [lelbMaH, TOTOBEL 3aMJIaTUTh JTI00YIO0 IeHY, YTOOH!
ckonupoBath CriocobHOCTE [JleMoHa [TaHIOPHI C BallleTo PyJIOHa MKYPhl KUBOTHOTO!»

«BrI x0THTE C1IOCOOHOCTH [lemMoHa [TaHmoOpHI?»

MepmuH cierka MpUIMypPUIICs, TTsaas Ha Eneny, b€ nuiio 6BI7I0 KPACHEIM OT CMYIIEHUs. 3aTeM
MepnuH nepeBen B3rnsan Ha BommebHrKa MaThio ¢ HAMEKOM Ha XOJIO[I B €r0 rjla3ax.
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