Enena TsaXKeJo gblllana B rycToM TyMaHe. OHa ¥ MepJiuH ¢ caMoro Hadala ObUIM HEMOJAEKy OT
KJlaHa PaiiTa, mpsdack B CEKPETHOM MECTE.

Korpma Baiic mpuOBIi, OHH IOHSIJIM, YTO, XOTSI OH OBITT OOMH ¥ MMPOCTO 3aKJIMHATEJIEM TPETHET0 YPOBHS,
COTIEPHUKOB Cpemy COOPABIIUXCS Y HETO He OBIIIO.

Enena Obina B moke. OHA HAKOHEI-TO 0CO3Hasna cuiny O3my!

«ITommnu, KnaH Paiita yxke o6pedéH. d momxKeH peluTh MpobaeMy Mexnay BonmebHukom PucenoM u
MHOU!»

Enena ynusunace, Korga ycinsliana 3To. OHa [I0BepHYJIa OJI0OBY U IIOKUPOBAHO yCTaBUIaCh Ha
MepnuHa.

«BomnmieOHUK MepiuH, X0TS 5T He 3Hal0, 3a YTO ThHI TaK 3071 Ha PUceHa, C TaKUM MaHbSIKOM, Kak Baiic,
MOXKET OBITE...»

«f1 BCcE obgymar!»

[Tpexme 4eM OHa ycresa 3aKOHUYUTh TOBOPUTh, MepiuH mpepBai ee. OH COXpaHsI caMoo0IaflaHue,
BCTAJI U TOIIETT BIIEPE].

«ITapcTtBo TémHoOTO CBETA».

Cpa3sy ke psgnoM ¢ MepnauHOM Havall MoABASAThCSA TyMaH. OH ITo4YepHesl, KoTrga CBeT BOKPYT
IIPEBPATHUJICS B MOJTHYIO TEMHOTY, X TyMaH OBICTPO PACCESNICS B €T0 OKPECTHOCTSIX.

3amuTHOE 3aK/IMHAHNE YETBEPTOTO YPOBHS, KOTOPOe COTBOPUII Bomnie6HUK Moiisi, 6b17T0 MTHOBEHHO
YHUYTOXKEHO CIIocoOHOCTHIO Baiica.

JIuno Bonme6ruka Moiiu Hadaso O1eqHeTh, ¥ eT0 TeJI0 3aApoKaio, Korga SPOCTHEIN BUXPb HaKOHeI]
OXBaTHUJI €ro.

«Bomiebauk Moitis!»

OcTaBimecs B XXKUBBIX U3 KlaHa PaiiTa HaOmiomany, Kak gurypa Bonme6Huka Moiiu ncuesna B
yXKacarwieM Buxpe. VX nuija HallOJITHUJIUCE TIeYasibio.

«YMpn, xa-xa-xa, ympu! Knas Palita momHocThio 00pedyéen!»

3aKIuHATeNH, KOTOphle Habmogany 3a OUTBOM CO CTOPOHHI, ObIIM OIIeIOMIIeHbl. MM OBLI0 OB
Oecmoyie3HO CpaXKaThCs C MOTYyILeCTBEHHBIM O3My, OHU OBl TPOCTO 3psi 00peku cedsi Ha Tubenb.

«TTommnu. Knan Patita y:ke oOpeuéH. JIydile BCero He BMEIIMBATLCA U IePKaThCs IMOAaJIbIIe OT
MaHbsiKa Batica. MBI [OIKHB YUTH, KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee.»

Ipyrue 3aknuHatenu HaOmoganu, Kak BommeOHUK Moiisi yMUpaeT, U TOTOBUJIUCH IIOKUHYTh 3TO
MecTo. KTo 3Haj, 4To 9TOT MaHbsK OyAeT gesnaTh ganbiie? OH yKe 0CMeIucs HallacTh Ha
Bomnme6urka Byccora u3 CtepnuHr Xayca, YTO OH COEJAeT C APYTUMHU 3aKIHHATEISTIME?



«Pucen, unu u 3abepu lleiina! Xe-xe, a 1 yHUUTOXKY KiiaH Paiita! He ocTaBmio TyT KaMHs Ha KaMHe!»

Bomme6HuK Baiic X0IOIHO paccMesyICS U TIOBEPHYII I'OJIOBY, UTOOH TOCMOTPETh Ha Pucena. Ero
ria3a OblTM MOIHE 0e3ymusi, U PuceH He MOT He B3OpPOrHYTh. OH 3HAJ, YTO OQHUITHAILHEIE YTIEHH
O3My ObLIM MOTYIIECTBEHHH, U, JaXKe ec/ii Obl OH IeHCTBUTEILHO CMOT B3PacTUTh OTHEHHBIN
KOJIJTaIIC, He (aKT, YTO OH cMOT Ol moOemuTh Batica.

Pucen Obl1 yKe HamyraH, IIO3TOMY OH HEMEJJIEHHO IOIIEN BIEPEN, YTOOH He Pa303JIUTh €ro.
«CBHCT ...»

B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa-To Oeblii TYMaH BOKPYT, CTal TEMHETh. TeMHOTa GBICTPO pPacIpOCTPAHUIACh U
B MI'HOBEHHE OKa ITPeBPaTUIIach B YEPHYIO ByaJlb.

«YTO MPOUCXOOUT?»

3aKIuHATeN!, KOTOphle TONIbKO COOUPaNuCh YXOOUTh, YBULEN CTPaHHYI0 ThMy. Kyna Obl 0HE He
CMOTpeINH, CBET UCKaxaJcs U IpeBpalnancs Bo TbMYy.

«3aKIuHaHe 1IepBOro YpoBHS Tuia ThMH, [JlapcTBo TéMHOTO CBeTa? 37ech KTO-TO U3 (popTa
Be3mHBI?»

Bomnme6uuk Baiic cnerka npumiypuics. OH O6bU1 3aK/IMHATENIEM U3 MOTYIIeCTBEHHON OpraHu3aluu u
Cpasy IOHJ, YTO IIPOU3OLILIIO.

®opT be3nHbl - eqUHCTBEHHAS OpraHu3allis, KOTopas JedCTBUTENbHO BllafeeT 3aKMHAHUSIMU TUIIa
TeMEBI!

Bce YYBCTBOBAJIX MPAK TBEMEI X XOTEJIHA 130exkaTh ero. OpHako oH PacCIIpoCTPaHUJICA CIIMIIKOM
6bICTpO. B MraoBenue oka Bce ObIIM OXBAaue€HHI THMO.

MHorue MOT'YIIECTBEHHEIE 3aKIuHaTeIu ObLIN OKYTaAHEI TbMOM, ¥ OHU OOSIJIHCE, IIOTOMY 4YTO HE
XOTeJH OBITH TOMMaHHEIMU B HEeIIPeCTaHHYIO UJITIO3UIO0.

ITouTtu; BCe IMPUCYTCTBYIOIIKE BIIAJIM B UJIJIFIO3UIO. OHy MM Kak 30M0u 1 BHITITIAOEIIN OTpeH.IéHHbIMI/I.
OHu OBLIH JIETKOH MUIIEHBIO, ITIOCKOJIBKY HE MOT'JIX OKd3dTh HU MaJIeUIIEero COIIPOTUBIIEHUS.

«Bym!»

OpHako cpenu TOJIH ObIJI0 HECKOJIBKO ApaMaTUYHBIX KojeOauuit Cunsl Pasyma. OHU MOTTIH
IpHUHaOIexaTh BommeOHUKaM YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS UIIH BHIIIE.

MepnuH cpenan MBICIEHHBIN PACUET U MOHSJI, YTO 3TO MOTJIM OBITh 3aKJIMHATEIIN C CUJION pa3yMa
YeTBEPTOTO WM IATOro ypoBHS. OH co3nan o0siuHOe apcTBo TEMHOTO CBETa U He YIy4IINI €ro.
Onnako, ero Mo1s Obiyia yBenudeHa ero CeppaueM ThMEIL, ¥ T03TOMY 3aKJIMHATENIM TPETHETO YPOBHS
Basu Obl B UJITIO3MUIO.

«3t10 KT0? Kakoii-to Bonmebuuk u3 ®opra be3gubr? YTo OH 37€Ch menaeT?»
B TemHOTE OrpoMHOE Konu4yecTBO Cuibl Pasyma coOpanock BOKPYT ero Guryps.
«Mepnus u3 Pernona Temuou Maruu!»

«Oxa3elBaeTcs, 9T0 3aKnuHaTens u3 Peruona Temuoy Maruu. Mepnun? I[Touemy s HUKOra He



CJIBIIIIAJI 9TO UMS?»

«3JT0 3aKnMHaHMe mepBoro ypoBHs, LlapctBo TémHuoro CBeTa. Takas HeBepOsITHAs CHUJIA -
3ak/IMHaTEeNb JOJIXKEH OBITh OUeHb ONBITHLIM B 3aKJIMHAHUSAX TUNA ThMBL. ITO MOT OBITH TOJIHKO
Bomnme6uuk Jleo!»

«Xe-xe, BB BCe He npaBhl. B Pernone TeMHoM Maruu ecTh 3aKIUHATEIb, KOTOPHIY Jaxe 6ojee
onmapéH, yeM Bommebuuk Krneiic. Bonmme6uuk MepnuH, 3akIMHaATENb IIECTH CTUXUM, 1 HUKOTA OB
He TI0fyMaJl, 4To OH NpumeT B [InaBaromuit ropon!»

Hakowell, 3ak/IHATeIh YeTBEPTOr'0 YPOBHS y3HaI MepnuHa. 9Tu BommeOHuKY OBITA OMHUMY U3
CaMHIX MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX B KJTaHaX [InaBaoIero ropoga. Bce oHU IpsTaNuCh CPEOU TOJIIE, W, €CITH
6s1 MepnuH He cotBopui LlapctBo TémHoro CBeTa, ux Obl He 00HAPYKHUIIH.

«Peruon Temuo#t Maruu! 3to Bcerga Peruon Temuoit Maruu! Upute K uépty. Kineiic 6511 u3
Peruvona TemMHo# Maruu, u mo00ii, KTO IPUXOOUT OTTYAA, NOJI)KEH YMepPeTh! »

3aprruan Bonme6Huk Batic. XoTs oH Obln 3aK/IMHaATeIEM TPEThEro YpoBHs, ero Cuna Pasyma
IOCTUTJIA YETBEPTOT0, ¥ IO3TOMY OH HE ITPOBAJIUJICS B HIUTIO3UIO.

Bomnme6uuk Baiic 3apeiyan u cBoelt HeBeposTHOM Cunoi Pasyma oH pa3Besn LlapctBo TEéMHOT0
CBeTra MepnuHa.

Cpa3sy xe mosBuics npobiieck cBeTa, KOTOPHIH ObICTPO paccesn TeMHOTY. LlapcTBo TémHoro CBeTa
MeprnuHa ObLIO TOTHOCTHI0 YHUYTOXKEHO.

«YTO IPOU30IIIO?»
«Kak 6ynro s1 66T OKyTaH 4YEPHOU ByaJlbio.»

«9#, K10 9707 [Touemy Balic cMOTPUT Ha Hero? ITo pa3Be 3akJIMHATENb U3 KilaHa PaiTa?»

3aKIMHaTEeN!N TPEThEr0 YPOBHS, oKyTaHHbIEe [JlapcTBoM TéMHOro CBeTa, He UMeIu HU MaJlelIIero
IIpefCTaBIEHUS O TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO, II0Ka OHM HaXOOWINCh B UIITIO3UMN.

HOSTOMy, KOrga OHHM yBHUOEJIH, YTO «HE3HAaKOMEI» U MaHbsAK Batic UOYT TUIIOM K JIMIY, OHU OBLIH
YOUBJIEHEI.

OpHako cpenu TOJIH OBIT TOT, KTO BuAe MepirHa paHbllle U BHITIISAE OYeHb PaCTePSHHBIM.
«MepnuH, KaK THl BEIXKUI U cOexkall U3 JPEeBHEr0 MaMsITHHUKA?»

JIuno Bonme6uuKka Prcena Bripaxkano HemoBepue. OH COMHEBAJICA B TOM, UTO BULENH ero ria3a. OH
no¥iMasn MepJrHa B JIOBYIIKY APEBHET0 NaMsITHUKA. [lake ¢ IIOMOIIbLI0 CiocoOHOCTH [[eMoHa
[Tarmopsl MepnuH He cMOT OBl TOKUHYTh OPEBHUM MaMSITHUK.

Onnako ObIIO SICHO, UTO Mep/IuH MaJjo TOT0, YTO OeUCTBUTENIbHO BBIXKUJI, TaK eIlé U CMOT BEIOPaThCS.
Ero B3rJisi BCTPETHUIICS C XOJIOOHEIM B3TJISIAOM MepiuHa, ¥ PUCeH He MOT ciepKaTh APOXKb,
YyBCTBYS ce0s 6€CIIOMOIITHEIM.



3ak/IMHaHKe TUIA ThMbI, KOTOpOe OBIJI0 Hall0KEeHO paHee, MOTJI0 OBITh CO3aHO TOIHKO MepIuHOM.
Ero 3aknuHAHUS CTalld OYeHb CUJIbHBIMH, HE TOBOPS Y2Ke 0 TOM, 4T0 MepiuH 001afa ClI0COOHOCTHIO
IOemona ITaHmOpPHL. PuceH 3Has, YTO He X04eT ObITh BparoM MepiuHa.

«Puces, BBl JOIKHEI 3aIlJIaTUTh 38 CBOU OEUCTBUL!»

MepnuH He CMOTpeJ 10 CTOPOHAaM, yCTaBUBIINCH Ha PuceHa.

«Cap Bonmebnuk Baitic!»

PuceH oTcTynun Ha mmapy LIAroB U TUXO CIpsATaics 3a Baicowm.

MepnuH HaxMypuscs. Baiic ObUT 04eHb HEIIPUATHEIM IIPOTUBHUKOM, KakK U Bce Jonu O3My.
«41 TonmbKO X0uy youTh Pucena. MHe nneBaTh Ha O3My u cynb0Ob KilaHa Patital»

MepnuH npopoixKan IpogBUratscsa K Puceny.

«JlegsiHasg medaThb!»

XonogHbIH BeTEP OOy K MepnuHy, u 3eMJIs Hadasa GBICTPO 3aMep3aTh KPUCTAIAMH JIbJa,
IIBITASICh TOWMaTh MepnuHa B JIOBYIIKY.

910 OBINO 3aK/IMHAHUE JIE[SHOTO THIla TPETHETO YPOBHS, U Baiic melicTBOBAJ UMITYIbLCUBHO.
«ITamaTHUK XpaHuTesd!»

MepHI/IH HeMe[JJIEHHO CO3aaJI ero HECKOJIBKO paas. OH rcmonb30Ban WHCTPYMEHT OJId YCUIIEHUSA
CBO€r'o 3alllUTHOI'O 3aKJIMHaAHUA.

[TosTomy 3aknrHaHMe Balica TpeThero ypoBHS OBLIIO JIETKO OCTAHOBJIEHO U He MOTJIO Jo0paThCs OO
Mepnu=a.

«41 HeHaBUXKY 3aknuHaTenel u3 Pernona Temuo#t Maruu! Tr u Kielic o0a omuHakoBH. Bl 006a
oTTymal»

Bomnme6uuk Baiic mogHsn manel, ¥ SPOCTHHIM BeTep CHOBa IPUHSA (popMy Buxpsi. OH B3BHII,
IpofBUTasich K MepnuHy. 3BYK ObLIT y2KaCHEIM - OH HUYeM He OTJINYAJCS OT TOTO, C KOTOPHIM yOuBaiu
3aK/IMHATENS YeTBEPTOTO YPOBHS PaHbIIIE.

«MeHS$1 He UHTEepPeCyeT BO3MOKHOCTE CpaXkaThCs ¢ cyMacireniieM. CrnocodHoCTh [leMoHa [TaHOOpHI,
OrHeHHBIN KOJIarc!»

OJNleMeHT CBUPENOro OTHs Hadal Kojie0aThCs BOKPYT Tenna MepnuHa. Crenel 6e10ro niaMeHu
TIOSIBUJIUCH U3 BO3AyXa U OBICTPO Pa3pOoCIUCh B CTpaHHOe 6ejioe MOpe OTHA.
«Bmyx! Brryx! Brayx!»

Bernoe mMope orus ObI7I0 Kak 3aBeca cBeTa. [IBe cmocoOHOCcTH J[leMoHa [TaHmOpH BEITTISAETH Kak
npeBHUE 00XKeCTBEHHbIE TUTaHB, KOTOPHIE CLIEIIUINCEH APYT C APYTOM B HellpeKpalllaloieiics 6UTBe
BeTpa U OrHs. JTH Oblla 3aXBaThIBaoIIas ClleHa!
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