BriepBrie MepiiuH I0YYBCTBOBAJ PACTEPSIHHOCTh. Bce BOKPYT HEro Ka3ajaoCh TAKUM 3HAKOMBEIM U BCe
Ke HeyMecTHHIM. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, Kak OYATO ero cepille CXKaocCh.

«Korpa st Bmasn B uyI03ui0? BhIIO M 9TO, KOTHA s BIIEPBHIE BOIIEN BO TbMy, MIM B YETBEPTHIN HEHb
WJITIO3UU YCUTTUTIUCH ?»

Mep/uH IPOIIeINTas, CTOSI HEIIOOBUKHO, BHUMATEIbHO OCMATPHUBas KaX/bIH aCIIeKT CBOET0
OKpyXkeHus. Bce kazamoch HopManbHEIM. OH HUKAK HE MOT BOOOPA3uTh 3TO, HO MaTpuIla HUKOIa He
ommubanach.

Martpuiia 3amnucaiia, 4YTo 3To OBUT TOJIBKO CeIbMOM NeHb, TPOBeNEHHbIN MepnuHoM B IIycToTe ThMEL.
TeMm He MeHee, Mep/uH 3HAJ, YTO OH IIPOIIEN €r0, I, BO3MOXKHO, OH BOOOIIe He TOCTUT CeIbMOT0
IHS ¥ HUKOTTIa He KyJIbTHBUPOBas Ceppile ThbMbl. 9TO Oblna UIT03uUs!

OpHaKO Temeps I'IaBHOM MPo0IeMoit OBIIO BEISCHUTD, KOTMa OH BIIAJI B UIITIO3HIO.

C nepBOro OHS 110 YeTBEPTHIM OBIJIO SICHO, YTO WIITIO3UU YCUIUINCE, 1 MepIuH Mpeonosiest 9T
UJIIIO3UH. ITO He IPOTUBOPEUMIIO 3aCy MaTpHUIIHL.

Kasanocs, MepnuH MOT BOACTh B WIMIO3UIO Ha CeIbMOM meHb. OH 3HaJl, YTO OH BIIajl B WITIO3HUIO C
camoro Havasna. OH He MOT OTJIMYUTh UCTUHHYIO WIIIIO3UI0 U, HAaXOMSICh B UJIII0O3UH, OH
KyJIbTUBUpOBa Tpetunl Tul Cepana ThMEL.

«KaK B MOMX CaMbIX COKPOBEHHBIX JXKelaHuAX? f MpoBepIo MUIINMI03KUI0 U IIOCMOTPIO, ITpaBaa Iu 3TO!»

MepnuH MeOJIEHHO YCIIOKOMJICS ¥ 3aKphII I'ta3a. Korma on Ovin B ITycToTe ThMEI IIpexke, OH
HaJlessiCsa HaUTU KOMIbII0 CPEOy CKeJIeTOB, X OH COXKaJlell, YTO He CMOT €T0 HauTH.

Teneps Mepnun OblT ITy0O0OKO BHYTPU CBOETO IMOACO3HAHUS. Y Hero ObUT Ipo0iecK HaoeXK/bl, YTO OH
CMOXKET HaHTH KOJIBIIO CKejleTa ¥ 3a0paTh ero.

MeanH CKPEIBaJI CBOU OZKHMIOaHUSA FHY60K0 B CBOUX JIMYHBIX MBICIISAX.

Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi Mep/iiH OTKPHIJ I'/Ta3a U BOIIEN TIyO0KO B mellepy. bensie KoCTH GblTn
pa3bpocaHE 110 TOPOXKKE, M OHU, Ka3aJ0Ch, HUYEM He OTJIUYaJIUCh OT TeX, KOTOpble MepuH BUeN
paHbIIe.

OpHako, Korfa OH yTiyOusICs B Iellepy eIle Aabllle, OH YBUIEN CKeJeT, TOKPHITHIM IBIIbIO B YTITY.
Korga MepnuH 0CTOPOXKHO OTPSXHYJI CKEJIeT, OH 3aMEeTHJT KOJIbLIO PSILOM C HUM.

Komb110 OBIJIO YEPHBIM ¥ HE UMEJIO 0COOBIX OTJIMYUTENIbHEIX eTanel. TeM He MeHee, MepnuH
MCII0/Ih30Bas cBoio Cuiy Padyma, 4ToOB OCMOTPETH €T0, U 00HAPYKUII, UYTO OHO COfIEPKHUT OTPOMHOE
KOJTMYECTBO 37IeMeHTaIbHBIX KPUCTAJIIUYECKUX KaMHEeW, UHTPEIUEHTOB A1 3e/TU U [axe
HEeCKO0JIbKO CBUTKOB 3aKJIMHAHUH.

Komnbliio comepakaio B cefe OrpOMHOe COCTOsSIHHE. BhIIO SICHO, YTO KOT{Ia-TO Bilafie/ibiieM OblI 60TaThIH
3aknuHaTeNnb. OMHAKO, B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, OH HEe CMOT BHIHECTH UJITIO3ui [1ycTOTH ThMBI ¥ 3aTEPSIJICS B
HeH.

YépHoe KOJbII0 OBITIO0 XOJIOAHHIM B pyKe MepinuHa. HUKTO He 3amomo3pui Obl TOIBOXa, HO MepiuH
BBITJISIIE MPAYHEIM, ¥ OH Ha4asl YyBCTBOBATH Y2KACHl HUIITIO3UH.

«Tak PeannucCTu4HO... KoHeuHO, umo3un OBIJTA OCHOBAHEI Ha KeJIaHUSX MOEro cepana. 9Ta UII3us



CO3JZ[aéTC${ MOKUMHU BHYTPEHHHUMH ITOOCO3HATEIIbHBIMU XKEJIaHUAMHU. HOC—)TOMY s He 0CO3HaBaJl, 4TO 3TO
HIITIO3Us, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3TO BC€, HET0 4 C HETEePIIEHHuEeM XKIOaJl...»

MepHI/IH IIPOIIEeIITal. ‘IépHoe KOJIBIIO B €TI0 PYKE Ka3aJIOCh TAKMM PEaJIbHBIM, HO OH 6pOCI/IJ'I €ro Ha
3EeMIJII0O U BCTaJll. MepJ’II/IH XOOHIJI II0 IIemepe.

9T0 OblTa HACTOSAIIAS UIITIO3US. Y MepHI/IHa OBITTIO XKelaHWe HaUTHU KOJIbIIO cpenu CKeJieTOB, U KOra
OH CTaJI UCKATh, OH CPA3y XKe Hamen ero. Kakosa BEPOSATHOCTB, 4HTO eMy IIPOCTO 1I0BE3J10?

Korma Mepnun Haxomguncs B [IyctoTe ThbMEI, OH HOITO UCKaJl, HO He MOT HAaWTU HU OMHOTO KOJbIIa.
9T0 OBIN yKe OYeHb YETKUYU 3HAK. MeP/IMH MOHSJI, YTO OH JeWCTBUTENIbHO OB B UIIIIO3UY, U OHA
Obllla OCHOBaHA Ha er0 CaMbIX COKPOBEHHBIX XKeJlaHuAX. Ero mogco3HaHre MOTJI0 MaHUITYIUPOBATh
VCTHHHOU UJIMI03uel. MepnuH He OBITT YBEpPeH, YTO MY YAACTCS IPOPBATLCS CKBO3b TAKYIO
UJLTIO3HIO.

Kamens AcHoctu Toxke 0wl Oecrnone3ed. UHaue He OBIIO OBl HIIII03UU, TOOOOHOHU TeM, YTO OBLIN
pansIie. OH Ov11 6ecrioyie3eH B ceIbMOM OeHb BO ThMe.

MepnuH npormén yepes nemepy. OH 3HaN, 4YTO OH MOT CHJETh Ha OJJHOM MECTe B laHHbIM MOMEHT.
9T0 GblyIa MPOCTO UILTIO3US, HO OH HE CMOT CKBO3b HEE MpopBaThCs. OH HAIPSTCS, OIIyast BCIO
OTIACHOCTH CUTYAIIUH.

OTa uno3us Obl7Ia CAMBIM MTOAJTMHHEIM H300PaKeHUEM €TI0 CaMbIX TTTyOOKUX KeJTaHui. MepiuH
3aMeTus1, 4To 3T0 OblIa 60Jiee rpo3Hast UUTIO3USI, HAMHOTO XyXKe TeX, C KOTOPHIMU OH CTaJIKUBaJICS
paHbIIIe.

«3T0 BCe OBIIO MOAIEeIKON C CAMOTr0 Havalla, ¥ BCe 9TO OBIIO UIUTI03ueH. Bce, 4TO 51 BUXKY, CIIBIITY U
YyBCTBY10, HEpeaJibHO, HO MOS CHJla - EIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO ABJISETCS NpaBaoi. Mos Bepa - UCTOYHUK
MOEeU cuml!»

MepnuH cupen Ha oy HeloABUKHO. OH YCIIOKOHUJICS U Hadasl IPOBEPSTh 3aKJIMHAHUS B CBOEM
Oco3HaHUHU.

I BeHaAIATh 3aKIHHAHWY B ero OCO3HAHWY OBITH YPEe3BLIYAMHO CIIOKOMHEI. 3aKITHHAHKS ITOTJIOIIaIN
3JIeMeHTalld BHEIIHEr0 MUpa U MOCTENEeHHO IIpeBpalllany ux B Marudeckyio Cuiy ajis XpaHeHUs B
Mogpensax 3akIMHAHUH.

B momonHeHue K 3aKIMHAHUSIM OBIIM TaKXKe CIocoOHOCTH [TaHmopHl, Takue Kak OrHeHHBIHM KOJIIarc,
Jlepsinou manell ¥ Cepilie ThMEL.

MepnuH 3HaJ, YTO OH BCe €ll€ B UJUIIO3UHU, U U3-3a 3TOTO OH II0-HACTOsAIIeMy He B3paluBan Cepaue
TbMBEI.

BrII0 sICHO, 4TO, eciy Mep/IuH MPOJOJIZKKUT B TOM XKe AyXe, OH HaBCETla OCTAHETCS B JIOBYIIKE
WJUTIO3UH, HECIIOCOOHEBIH 0CBOOOOUTHCS.

«YT0OBI TPEOMIONIETD UJLIIO3MIO, 51 MOJIZKEH IT0/IaraThCsl Ha CBOIO Bepy. TOJIbKO CUIbHas Bepa MOXKET
0CBOOOMUTL MEHS OT 3TOH HIITIO3UM».

MepnuH 3HaJ, YTO HACTalI0 BpeMs IOJI0XKUThCS Ha ce0s1. UTo Takoe Bepa? ITo OBIJIO HEYTO
UJIII030PHOE, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie 0YeHb peajbHoe.

HekoTopkle mogu OBUIN ByHAEPKHAHIAMU, KOTOPhle POOUINCE C JaPOM CUJILHOM BepHI, ¥ He OBII0



HUYET0, YTO MOIJIO OBl UX paSYGeI[I/ITB B 9TOM. YeMm OoJibiie pr;[HOCTeI;I OHU HCIIBITBIBAJIN, TEM
00JIbIIIE OHU HapallluBaJlA CBOU IOTEHIIHA.

Bce aT0 TpeboBano CUIBHOTO YyBCTBA YOEXKAEHHOCTH KaK (OPMHI TIOAAEPKKHY.

Y MeprnuHa yxke Oblla Bepa, HO 0OHa Obljla HEeIOCTAaTOYHO CUIbHOM. EMy HYyKHO OBIIO TOBEPUTH, UTO,
€CITM OH TIOTEPSIET BCe celdac, OH BCE PaBHO CMOXKET COOPAThCS M CTaTh CUIIBHBIM 3aK/IMHATEEM.
Ecnu Gbl OH uMeIt 9T0 y0exkmeHue, UIIo3us pa3Banuiack Ok cama 1o cebe.

TeM He MeHee, Bepa Obljla TEM, YTO HYKHO Pa3BUBaTh. MepiIuH HAKOHEI-TO IIPUAyMall Uelo.
[TockomBKy 3Ta UIIIO3US MOTJIa JaTh eMy BCe, YTO OH XOTeJI, OH MOT MCII0JIb30BaTh €€ OJIs
TPEHUPOBKHU CBOEH BEPHI.

9T0 OblTa 6e3yMHas ugest, Ho MepyIiH CYUTAJ, YTO 3TO eJUHCTBEHHOE PeIleHue.

TakuMm o6pa3oM, MepsuH CHOBa BIaj B UIITIO3UIO - Ty, KOTOPAs 3acTaBJIsijia XKeJlaHUs ero cepala
npencTaTh nepen HUM. OgHY 3a OPYTro¥M OHa OIpaBAbIBaja €ro HafleXkabl, 1 MepnuH He 3a0bIBas
TPEHUPOBATh CBOIO BEPY IIOHEMHOTY.

[11aH COCTOSINT B TOM, YTOOBI MCIIOIb30BATh UJITIO3UI0, YTOOB TPEHUPOBATH CBOIO BEPY, a 3aTeEM
HCII0NIb30BaTh CBOIO BEPY, YTOOH! IPEOMOIETh UITI03UI0. MepIuH MOT OBITh IIEPBEIM YEJIOBEKOM B
WCTOPHUHU, KOTOPBIM OBLT TAKUM CMEJIBIM U CyMaCIIEOIINM.

Bae IIyctotsl Tembl Bomnmebuuk ['o60c MejieHHO BCTal U cKa3asn Bomme6uuky Jleo:

«Bomnuie6HuK Jleo, mpomio ceMb nHeN, 1 MepnuH elné He MOKuHYI [IycToTy ThMbl. OH MOXKET OBITh
IIOTEPSIH TaM HaBcerga. Temneph Ballle IpeAbiayIiee obelane OOIKHO OBITh BEITOTHEHO!»

KpoBagtiii ri1a3 Ha 16y Bonmie6HrKa JIeo Havan HeNPepHBHO AeépraThcs. OH BCTal ¥ IIOCMOTPETT BO
TeMy, TUXO CKa3ail:

«41 BBHITIONHIO CBOE ofelanre. HeBaxHO, 4To Mep/uH oTepIes Heynady, HO OH He MOXKET yMepPeTh!»
Korga oH 3aKOHYMIJI TOBOPUTH, Bonie6HUK JIeo HampaBuiIcs mpsiMo Bo TeMmy.

Bomnme6uuk I'o66c 1 ocTanmbHble 00MEHSITHUCH B3rasgmaMu. OHu BcTanu nepen Bonmebuukom Jleo u
XOJIOOHO CKa3aJlu:

«Bomnmuie6HuK Jleo, BH 3HaeTe npasuiia Gopra be3guel, gaxe Mbl, 3aKJIXHATEIN CEIbMOT0 YPOBHS, HE
MOKEM BOUTHU TyHa, He TOBOPS yKe 0 IIOCTOPOHHEM. MeprnuH norpyxeH B [IyctoTy TbMBI, ¥ HUKTO He
MOXKET ero CracTtu!»

910 65110 ipaBunoMm Popra be3nuul. Ecnu KTo-To BXxogun B [TyctoTy ThbMbI, éMy HYKHO OBLIO
T110JIaraThCs UCKIIIOYUTENIBHO Ha CBOU CUJIBIL, YTOOBI BHIUTU 00paTHO. HUKTO He MOT BOMTH U CIIaCTH
ero. 9To ObUIO IPUYKHOM, IOUEMY TaK MHOTO 3aKJIMHaTeJlel yMepinu Bo TbMe.

[ToaToMy, KOT{la OHK OCO3HaNIu HaMmepeHus BommeOHuKa Jleo BoT Bo TbMy, 0COGEHHO YUUTHIBAS,
4yTOo OH OblI 3akyvHaTeNeM u3 Perrona TemHoit Maruu, Bonme6Huk '000c ¥ gpyrue He HOMYCTHIN
9TOrO.



Bomnme6Huk JIeo 0CTaHOBUIICS Ha CBOEM ITyTH, ¥ KPOBABHIM I'J1a3 Ha ero 0y SPOCTHO OTKPHIICS.
«BEI HE MOXKeTe OCTaHOBUTHL MeHd!»

Bomnme6uuk Jleo Bo3myTuics, 1 Bonime6Huk ['060c BeITIAmeN pa3bsipeHHEIM. OHM 3HATH, YTO
Bomnme6uuk Jleo yHUKaNeH, ¥ OH CMOT YOUTh 3aK/JIMHATENs CeAbMOro yPoBHS 13 O3My, HO UX ObIIIO
Tpoe. Kak oHu Mornu 604ThCS 3aKJIMHATENSI IIECTOr0 YPOBHS, faXKe TaKoro, Kak Bomnmebnuk Jleo?

«Xe-xe, Bonme06nuk Jleo, ato ®opt be3nntl, a He Bail Peruon TemHo# Maruu!»
Bomnme6uuk I'o60c, Bomme6uuk I'pri3niio u BonmebHuk baxpeitn oKpyXKuIn ero.
«BBI HE MOXKeTe OCTAaHOBUTL MEH!»

Ton Bomme6HuKa Jleo OB CTIOKOEH, KOTHa OH IMOBTOPUICS, HO ['71a3 TebMHI Ha ero 16y Havyall CUJIbHO
cusTh. KpoBaBO-KpacHEBIM CBET OB IIOX0K Ha CETh, OKyTHIBask BommebHrKa ['o60ca 1 0CTalbHBIX.

«['na3 TeMEI, 00MaH!»

Jlepsinoii ronoc Bonme6uuka Jleo ctux. Bripaxkenue nunia Bonme6uuka ['o66ca 1 Ipyrux pe3ko
M3MEHHUJIOCh, KOT/Ia UX TeJla Hadyald IPOKaTh.
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