Temneps, Bce mecTh 3aknuHaHUM B OCO3HaHMYM Mep/rHa CTaau 3aKJIMHAaHUSIMU [TEePBOTO YPOBHS
1I0cyie Toro, Kak oH noctpous LlapctBo Témuoro Ceeta. OH Takke HOCTUT cOalaHCHPOBAHHOTO
YPOBHSI.

CymiecTBoBanu 60JblINe MpeuMyecTBa cOaaHCHPOBAaHHOTO YPOBH:. I10 KpaliHe# Mepe, MepiuH
Oorbllle He HOJKeH OB MoAmepKuBaTh Mopenu 3akIvHaHUY B cBOEM OCO3HAHUM, YTO PaHbIIIe
TpeboBao OT HET0 OIPOMHOI0 KonryecTBa Cuibl Pasyma, TOCKOIBKY OH 00siics, 4To Mogenu
3aK/IMHaHWN PYXHYT U3-3a AucbanaHca.

KpoMme TOr0, TOCKOJIbKY OH CTasl 3aKJIuHaTEeIeM IIEPBOTO YPOBHS, MaKCUMallbHas MOITHOCTh
Maruygeckoit Cunsl Mopenel 3aknuHanuit B Oco3Hanuu MepirHa OyieT CHOBa MOBHIIIIEHA. ITO
03HayYaJo, 4YTo cujia MepirHa yBenn4uniach, Kak MUHUMYM B HECKOJILKO Pa3, Kak TOJIbKO OH CTall
3aKIuHaTeJIeEM ITIEPBOTO YPOBHS.

Mepnun MemieHHo BcTaa. OH YyBCTBOBAJ U3MEHEHUS B CBOEM OCO3HAHUH.
«Bpemst MOIBITaTHCS CHOBAY

MepnuH IPOBEN B ApeBHel OalrHe 0otee TpeX MecsieB. Co3manue 3aknIuHaHus LlapcTBa TEMHOTO
CseTa OBIIO YCIIEIIHEIM, ¥ €70 CUJla 3HAYKUTENIbHO BO3POCIa, II03TOMY OH MOT IOTBITATHCS MIPOUTH
MKMO CTpaxa eImle pas.

Kaxk Tonmpko MepJ'II/IH BHIIIIEJT U3 KOMHATHI, OTHEHHHIN OYX BBIJIETEII U3 IJIaMeHelomei CTaTyH. On
OILI€HUIJI MepJ’II/IHa OOHHUM B3IrjIsigoM, a 3aTeéM I'OJIOCOM IIOJIHBIM BOCTOPIa HpOI/ISHéC:

«[To3gpaBnsito, Bonme6Huk MepnuH, ¢ TEM, YTO Bbl HAKOHEI] CTaIM 3aKIUHATeNIeM ITePBOTr0 YPOBHsI!
Temneps, KOra BaIllX CUJTBI 3HAYKUTENILHO BO3POCIH, BE COOUPAETEC IIOMBITATHCS CHOBA?»

«[1a, s TOTOB MOTHITAaThCSI CHOBA ITPONTH MUMO CTpazxa, YTOOh 3a0paTh COKPOBHIA, OCTABJIEHHEIE
MacTepoM apeBHel Gaurau. Torma s CMOTY BHIPACTUTE epByi0 GopMy OTHEHHOTO KOJIJIanca u
TIOKMHYTb APEBHIOI0 OAllIHIO».

MepuH KUBHYJ, KOTa TOBOPHUJI 3TO.

«O4eHb X0po11I0. £ 0TKPOI0 CEKPETHYI0 KOMHATY, YTOOH! BBl MOTJIX BOUTH. [I€HCTBYIOT BCE TE XKe
IIpaBuia. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa BH He YBepPeHH B mobefe Haf JIucTepoM, MOKUHBTE 30HY CEKPEeTHOM
KOMHaTHL Y JIucTepa HeT aOCOJTIOTHO HUKAKOM BO3MOKHOCTHU ITOKUHYTE €€.»

Kak u npexpe, OrHEHHBIN AyX 00bsICHUI MepIUHYy TO, Yero eMy HYyKHO OBIIIO ocTeperaThcsi. MepiuH
KUBHYJI, IpeX[e YeM IiTy00KO B3MOXHYTh, U CPa3y BOLIET B KOMHATY.

BHYTpH OH CHOBa yBH[IEJ CTpPaXKa «KPOJIMKa», CBePHYBIIET0CS B YTy KOMKOM 0€7T0CHEXKHOTO Mexa.
«OnaATh TH?»

CTpa}K TMMOOHSII TOJIOBY X XOJIOOHO IMTOCMOTPEIT Ha MepJ’II/IHa. [Tocrne aToro oH MenimeHHO BcTan. C
HEKOTOPBIM YOMBJIEHHMEM B I'OJIOCE OH CKa3all:

«MarUthlil, TT0X0XKe, TH He MOTPATHII BIYCTYIO ITOC/IeNHKe HECKOIbKO MecsieB. Tl Ha caMOM fejie
cTan 3aKJIMHATENIeM IIEPBOT0 YPOBHS!»

MepHI/IH COBCEM H€ YOUBUIICA. OrueHHBIN OyX CMOT ITOYYBCTBOBAThE USMEHEHNE B HEM CpPaA3y XkKe,
II03TOMY, BOSMOZXKHO, 9YTO 3TOT CTPAXK o6na11an TOU XKe CTp&HHOfI CIIOCOOHOCTBIO.



MepnuH KUBHYII ¥ CKa3al:
«IIpaBUIIBHO, ST CETOMHS 37IeCh, YTOORI TOOEOUTDH TEOS».

«Xe-xe, MaJlbIll, He COepKUBaKCs, MOKa3kiBall MHE CBOM CaMble CUIbHLIE TPIOKU. Y MeHs He OBII0
XOpoIero 60s y:ke MHOTO J€T. THl ObIT CAMIIKOM Cj1a0 B MPOUTHIH pas ...»

XpaHuUTEeNIb TOBOPUIT HEOPEKHO.

Bripaxenue MepnuHa Ob110 CIOKOMHEIM. OH He CTaJl MPOgoIKaTh guanor. OmHaKo cephie
rpaHUTHBIE OI0KM OBICTPO MOSBUIMCE U3 €T0 Tejla U OKPyKuiIu MepiuHa.

910 Onlna ycuneHHas Bepcus [laMsTHUKa XpaHUTENSd, BEITyIIeHHas MepIuHOM C UCIIOIb30BaHUEM
MHCTpyMeHTa. TOJIBKO ITOCJie TOTO, KaK ero 3aluTa Oblla yCTaHOB/IEHa, MepiIuH HeMeJIeHHO
aKTUBUPOBAJ 3aKIMHAHKE IIePBOT0 YPOBHS, KOTOPOE TOJILKO YTO OBIJIO YCIIEITHO CO3aHO B €0
Oco3nanum - [lapctBe Témuoro Ceeta!l

«JapcTtBo TémHoro Caeta!»

MepnuH 3aphidan. B cunTaHHEIE MUHYTH CBET Hadal OBICTPO MCKAXKaThCS B KOMHATE, KOTOpast
Terneps OblIa HECKOJILKO TEMHEE U TyCKJIee, YeM paHbllle. A TIOTOM B OOHO MI'HOBEHHE BCE CTAJI0
yepHEIM. [Taxke Cua Pa3yma He MOrjia HUYero UCCIe0BaTh.

«3akIuHaHKe TUIa ThMBI?»

BriepBhle MPOU30III0 U3MEHEHHE B TOHe cTpaxka. Cpa3y ke Mep/uH I04yBCTBOBAJ CUIIBHOE
kosiebGanue JleqsHEIX JJIeMeHTalel, ¥ TOJICTHIN KYCOK JIEASTHOTO KPUCTAJIa OKPYZKUJI TEJI0 CTpaxa-
KPOJIMKA, 3alIUIIast ero.

Xotst LapctBo Témuoro CBeta MepinuHa OBIIO TPOCTO 3aKIMHAHKUEM IIEPBOTO YPOBHS, OHO MOTJIO
3aCTaBUTh Jaxe BonueOHUKOB, y KOTOPHIX OblT ypoBeHb Cuibl Pa3yMa 3ak/IuHATENS TPETHETO
YPOBHS, BIACTh B UJIJIIO3UIO.

Cuna Pa3yMma cTpazxka Takxke Obllla Ype3BEIYAWHO MOIIHOM. BeposiTHO, OHA JOCTUTJIO ITHKA
3ak/MHATeNs TpeThero ypoBHs. OOLYHOE 3aK/IMHAHUE 11epBOro YpoBH:, [lapcTtBo TéMHOTO CBeTa,
KOTOPOe UCI0JIb30Ball MepnuH, He cpaboTano. TeM He MeHee, TOH Iojioca «KpOIuKa» U3MEHUIICS.
Brizo 04eBUAHO, YTO OH 0CO3HAJI, YTO CIIPAaBUTHCS C MepnuHOM OyfeT He Tak IIPOCTO, KaK 3TO ObIJI0
HECKOJIbKO MecCs1eB Ha3af,.

Tpu Mecsima Hasag MepuH gaxe He MOT laXke 0Ka3aTh COMPOTUBIICHHUE.

Bupst, uto o6sryHoe LlapcTBo TémHoOro CBeTa, moxoxe, He cpaboTano, MepnuH BHITYCTU HECKOJIBKO
3aKIMHaHMM. A 3aTeM BHE3allHO OH CO3[asl yCuaeHHyIo Bepcuio LlapctBa TéMHoro CBeTa.

TyT e Bcs KOMHaTa OTPy3uIach B KDOMEIIHYI0 TbMy. CTpax «KpPOJIMK», KOTOPHIM paHblIe eIe MoT
KOHTPOJIUPOBATh JlefsiHbie DIeMeHTaI, BCE 3Ke MOTPY3UIICS B MIITIO3UIO ITOCJIE TOT0, KaK MepiuH
BBEIITYCTUJT YCUJIeHHYI0 Bepcuio LlapctBa TémHoro CBeTa. EQMHCTBEHHOM 3aIIUTOM [T HETO
oCTaBajlach TOJICTas JeAsiHasl CTeHa BOKPYT HETO.

«fpoctrHoe Ilnamal»

MepnuH BEIYCTHI IpOCTHOE InaMs. C orpomHoi Cunoit Pasyma, KOTopoii oH o6jafgarn ceiidac, ero
KOHTPOJIb Hafl 3aKJIMHAHUSIMU ObLJT TPEBOCXOMHEIM, HU MaJieHInasi YacTh MJJaMeHHU MOl eT0 KOHTPOJIEM



He YCKOJIb3HYJI4, KOI'la OHHU 6bICTp0 HECJINCh K CTPAXYy.

Kpome Toro, Mepnus BemyCcTui He 1pocTo ApocTHoe IlnaMs. OH BEIIYCTUI AECATh 3aKJIMHAHUN
monpsia. [TonoBrHa KOMHATH Oblla MMPAaKTAYECKH MTOrPyKeHa B OTHEHHOe 0e3yMue.

MepnuH CIIOKOWHO ITOCMOTPEJ Ha OTOHb, KOTOPHIN PACIPOCTPAHSIICSI B KOMHATE. Y CTpaxa,
TIOTPYKEHHOT'0 B MIITIO3UI0 He ObII0 HUKAKOW BO3MOKHOCTH IMIPOTHBOCTOSITH 3TOMY.

Cuna LlapctBa TémHoro CBeTa COBCEM He pa3ouapoBaia MepnuHa; OH mo0emuI MOTYLIIECTBEHHOTO
CTpaXa «KpOJIMKa» B MOMEHT IIePBOT0 UCIIOIb30BAHUS.

Bckope miaMst Havao IMOCTEIeHHo ucye3aTh. B To ke Bpems, addekT LlapcTBa Témuoro Ceta
HavaJl ociiabeBaTh, U B KOMHATE CTaJl IOSBISATLCS CBET. K TOMYy BpeMeHU OesIbii Mex
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO CTPaXKa CTa 00yTJIEHHbIM 00 YePHOTH ¥ U3[aBaJl YyJOBUIIHEIN 3allax.

«MepTB?»

I'ma3a MepiuHa clerka Cy3uInCh. bymyuu MOTrpyKeHHBIM B UJUTIO3UI0, CTPAXK-KPOJIMK ITOIBEPICS
HaCUJILCTBEHHOMY HamafieHuto 6oee yeM necsaTu atakaMm dpocTtHoro [Tnamenu Mepnuna. OH He
CMOT OBI TPOTHUBOCTOSITE 3TOMY, fazke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH ObUT JyieMeHTaIbHBIM CYIIeCTBOM.

Kak Tonpko MepmnuH OB TOTOB UATH Jasibllle B CEKPETHYI0 KOMHATY, TEJI0 CTPaXka MU3[a0 CTPaHHBIN
myM. [ToBepxHOCTh 00yTIeHHOM KOPKY Havdasa TPpeckKaThCs, 0OHaxKast 6eJI0CHEXKHBIN MeX.

«Maypln, Te nobenui. Bxomu!»
BHe3anHO cTpax CHOBa 3aroBOPUII C MepIuHOM.
«Thl HE YyMeEDP?»

MepnuH OblN 04eHb yauBIEH. OH 9BHO YyBCTBOBaJI culy ApocTHoro [InaMeHu paHee; y Tena U3
TIIJIOTH ¥ KPOBU He OBIJI0O HUKAKOW BO3MOXKXHOCTH IPOTHBOCTOSITH 3TOMY. BEIJIO 0UEBUAHO, UTO CTPaXK
«KpONHUK» Ol dnemMeHTanbHeIM CyiectBoM. Ho gaxe oH He cMOT ObI IPOTUBOCTOSITh TAKOM aTake.

«Kak s mory 6biTh MEPTBEIM? Takue CyleCcTBa, KAK MBI, 9BOJIIOIIMOHUPOBAJIM C TOMOIIILI0
CIeLUaTbHEIX CPENCTB IPeAbIAYIIero MacTepa, HO MBI He IIPOIUIX MTOJIHYIO0 9BOJTIOLXI0 M CMOTJIH
Pa3BUTHLCSA TONBKO HANOJIOBUHY. He myMaii, 4TO MBI BCETO JIUILIB Tejla U3 IJIOTU U KPOBHU,
BHYTPEHHOCTH HAIWX TeJl COeJIaHbl U3 JIe[ISHEIX 3JIeMeHTanel. Mul He YMpPEM, axke ecjIi Ha Hac
aTakyoT ropasno 0onee CUIbHEIE 3aKIUHAHUA. [T0Ka MBE HAaXOJUMCS B 9TOM CEKPETHOUW KOMHATe, MBI
MOKEeM BO3POOUThCS 0e3 orpaHuyeHuit. Eclu He pa3pymuTh BCIO APEBHIO GAITHIO, B 9TOM CIIy4ae
MBI €CTECTBEHHBIM 00Pa30M HCYE3HEM.»

Crpax nmogpo6HO Bce 00bsCHN. OKa3anoch, YTO OH He OBIT MOJTHOIEHHEIM JJIeMEeHTaIbHbIM
CymiectBoM. TOMBKO ITOBEPXHOCTH €0 Teja Oblja MI0ThI0 ¥ KPOBBIO, OCTAIbHOE OBIJIO CIEeIaHO0 U3
JIeOsIHBIX 3JIeMeHTaJlen.

KpomMme TOro, 0H MOT IBUTaThCS TOJIBKO B 3TOM CEKPETHOU KaMepe. B eé mpegenax cTpax Mor Obl
MT'HOBEHHO BOCCTQHOBUTLCS, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, HACKOJILKO CUJIbHBIMU OBIIIM PaHEHUS.

TeMm He MeHee, KOMaH[ia, JaHHAs €My MacCTEPOM OpeBHeM OalllH{, COCTOSIIA JIUIIh B TOM, YTOORI
OCTAaHOBUTH 3aKJIMHATEJIeU, KOTOPHIe IBITAIUCh IPOUTHU B CEKPETHYI0 KOMHATY. [loce nopaxeHus
3aflaHUe CUUTAeTCs NpoiaEeHHBIM. ClieqoBaTebHo, He OblJI0 He0OXOAUMOCTH YOUBATh CTpPaXKa.



BHe3amHo pas3gacs Tyl

Korpma romnoc cTpaxka-KpojivKa CTHX, TOJICTAast KaMeHHas IBEPh CHOBA OTKPHIIACh. BHyTpu Oblna emié
OOHa CeKpeTHas KOMHaTa. VIMeHHO 3[iech MacTep IpeBHel OalllHU 0CTaBUJI CBOM COKPOBHUIIA.

MepnuH OBICTPO KMUBHYJI CTPaxXy, peXkae YeM BOUTHU B CaMyl0 COKPOBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

KoMHaTa OblyIa HE 0YeHb HpOCTOpHOfI. B T-IeTpréX CTeHaX, OKPYXKABIIIKUX €T0, OBIJI0O MHOTO TUTAHTCKHUX
XKEMYYXKHWH. CBeT, CUSIOMNK OT HUX, OCBEIIaa BCIO CEKPETHYIO KOMHATY HACTOJIBKO SIPKO, 9TO
Ka3aJIOCh, 9YTO 3TO OBLITO OHEM.

MepHI/IH YBHUIOEII IIepen c000# HEeCKOJIBKO OT'POMHEIX AIMHUKOB, IIOKPHITHIX ITBIIBIO.

On OTKDPBHIJI UX. BHYTpI/I OBIJIO HECKOJIBKO 3eJIiH, a TaKXe dJIeMeHTaJIbHEIe XpyCTalbHBIE KAMHH.
HpeI/IMYH.IeCTBeHHO OTHEHHOTI'O THUIIA.

«Kak u 0XKuIanocs, COKPOBHIIIQ, HeOGXOI[I/IMBIe OJIs1 KYJIbTUBUPOBAHUA OrueHHOro Kosamnca!»

Ouens 6bICTPO MepnuH CMOT OII03HATh COKPOBUIIA BHYTPH SALIMKOB. KpoMe ayieMeHTalbHBIX
KPUCTAJIINYEeCKUX KaMHel OTHEHHOT0 TUla, ObUIM HEKOTOPHEIE U3 COKPOBHUIL, HEOOXOOUMBIX IS
KyIbTUBUPOBaHUs OTHEHHOTO KoJiamnca. Mx Ob110 MHOTO, 1 MepauHy XBaTuiio Obl, 4TOOBI JOJIT0
KyJIbTUBUPOBaTh OTHEHHEBIN KOJUIAIIC.

[To kpaiiHel Mepe, He OymeT mpo6IeMoi BHIPACTUTD MepByIo GopMy OTHEHHOTO KOJIalca.

MepnuH HEKOTOPOe BpeMs u3dyda cogepxkuMoe. M aneMeHTanbHbIe KPUCTAINYECKHe KaMHHU, U
COKpOBHUIIA, HEOOXOMMMEIE [JIs KyIbTHBUPOBaHUS OTHEHHOTO KOJIIaIca, ObITH Ype3BEIYaiHO
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBI. ITO MOXKHO OBIJIO CYUTATh OTPOMHBIM COCTOSTHHEM. MepIiuH COXpaHUII BCe
COKpOBHUIIIA B CBOEM KOJIblle, IpeXkXe YeM MeJIeHHO IIOKAIAaTh CEKPETHYI0 KOMHATY.
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