MeprnuH, OfeTH B JINHHYI0 YEPHYI0 MaHTHIO, IIEN T03aiX OXPaHHMKA B 3aMKe rpada CennHa.

I'pad CenuH BHITIALEN HE OUYeHb XOPOII0. Bo3M0XKHO, OH CHIbHO OeCIoKOUICsS o ropofe IIpakar,
II03TOMY BBITJIAZE]T OBOJIBHO U3MOTAHHEIM.

Tem BpeMeHeM psmoM ¢ rpadom CenuHoOM OBUIM IBOE MYKUYUH CPeNHUX JeT. Mep/nuH cierka
IPUIIYPHUIICS U 3aMEeTHJI, UTO OHM OBbLIM TaKUMU XKe, Kak MepnauH; oM Obid 3aKIuHaTEIIMuU!

«Xa-Xa, 9TO e CTBUTENIbHO 6apoH Mepnuu! Korma oXxpaHHUKH COOOIIMIIA MHe, s CHayasa He
oBepusl. fd He myMas, 4yTo 6apoH MepuH BePHETCS TaK CKOPO. BEI BEpHYIKUCH KaK pa3 BOBPEMS U
OKas3asnu O0JIbIIYI0 IOMOIIEL Topony ITpakar!»

I'pad CenwH HEMEMOJIEHHO BCTajI. YOEOUBIIUCE B TOM, YTO Y€JIOBEK B YEPHOU MAaHTUHU HEHCTBUTEIILHO
MepinuH, OH pa3pas3uics cMexoM. YeM OoJbIelt CUIIO¥M OH 06J1afat Ha JaHHbIM MOMEHT, TEM BHIIIIE
OB 1IIAHC PEIUTh HAaBUCIIYIO Hafl HUM IIPo0ieMy.

3ameTuB, 4TO0 Mep/iIuH CMOTPUT Ha ABYX 3aknuHaTesnel, rpad CenuH npencTaBui ux.

«Bbapon MepnuH, 3T4 Ba Bonme6Huka nmpuexanu B [Ipakali-CuTi HECKOIBKO MeCsILIeB Ha3af. ITO
Bomme6uuk ®peiip, 3aKIHMHATEIh TPEX CTUXUM. »

[Tocne IIay3kbL rpa(b CenuH B3rJIAHYII Ha PYIoro 3aknuHaTeNns U cKasai:

«310 Bonmebunuk bapuc. OH 3ak/IvHATENb YeTHIPEX CTUXUU U Ype3BhIYaiiHO cujieH. OH OfHaXK Ikl
cbexas 0T 3aKJIMHATENIS [IePBOT0 YPOBHS. JTO NEeUCTBUTENIbHO 61arocioBeHue, 4To BonmeOHUK
Bapuc cMor npucoenuHUTECSA K HaM».

I'pad CenuHn, oueBunHO, cuutasn BommeOHrKa bapuca BaxXHEIM 4e1oBeKOM. IT0CKOIbKY OpopmsiueMy
Bonme6HUKY OBIIIO Ype3BEIYAMHO TPYAHO CO3[ATh 3aKJIMHAHUS YETHIPEX CTUXUH.

MepnuH npuiulypuics u mocMorpen Ha Bonme6uuka bapuca. Tem BpemeneM Bomnme6Huk bapuc
II0Ka3aJl ropoe BhlpaxkeHue. YXMEBUIKa 3aurpasia Ha ero rybax, Korga OH cKasall CIIOKOMHEIM TOHOM:

«4 cnpiman uMs Bonme6uuka Mepnuna B [Tpakam-Cutu MHOTO pas. BcTpeTuTs Bac ceituac ...»
[Tpexne yeM Bonme6HUK Bapuc 3aKOHYUI CBOU CJI0Ba, MepiiuH mpepBaj ero U CIOKOWHO CIIPOCHIT:
«Br1 Bapuc?»

Bapuc cnerka HaxMypuics, HO OH He ObiT B30emeH. OH MPOCTO KUBHYIIL.

«CBuct!»

B ToT MoMeHT, Korga Bonure6HuK Bapuc KuBHYJI, MepiivH B3MaxHY/I pyKaMH, U U3 BO3[yXa MOSBUIICS
YEpHHIM TyMaH. TyMaH He TOIbKO OKyTan BonmebHrKa baprca, HO ¥ gpyroro 3ak/JIMHaTE.

«TéMHBI TyMaH!»
Mepnus cotBopua TEMHEIN TyMaH.

Otu gBa 3aknuHaTeNs ObUIM PocTo O6nmyxparoummu Bonme6buukamu. Ux Cuna Padyma He Gbia
Mo1rHOM. TakuM o6pa3oM, o6a JIeTKo BIaIX B Uio3uio TémMHoro TyMaHa.

I'pad CenuH OB MIOKUPOBAH U OBICTPO 3aKpUYa:



«Bomnure6HUK MepinrH, 0CTAHOBUCH OBICTPO...»

Opuako MepnuH He 3abotusncs o rpade Cenuse. [1ats Oraennsx [llapoB pa3mepoM C Kynak,
BBICBOOOKIQIOMIKX MalSAIIUY Kap, IOSIBUNIKACH NTepel HUM.

«Bmepén!»

MepnuH yka3an Bnepén. Cpa3y ke OrHeHHbie [Iapsl GHICTPO MOTPY3UINCEH B TYMaH, 3aTeM B3TJIAN
MepnuHa moKa3al HaMEK Ha XOJIOOHOe HaMepeHue yOuBaTh.

«B3opBaTth!»

OrnenHble [lapsl B30pBajIUCh, U APOCTHOE IJTaMd IIOYTHU COYJI0 TyMaH. [laxe u3ganeka
YyBCTBOBAJICA MalAMIKAN Kap SPOCTHOTO IIJIaMeHH.

MepnuH 00epHYJICS C HeM3MEHHBIM BhIpaxkeHueM juiia. OH cKa3asl CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM:
«I'pad Cemnun!»

Y rpada Cenuna 6GbII0 CJT0XKHOE BhIpaXkeHue nuiia. [Tocne Toro, kak TéMHEIM TymMaH paccesincs, Teno
Bapuca yxe ObIJI0O HEY3HABAEMO.

CunbHBIE 3aKIMHATENhb, Ha KoToporo rpad CenuH Bo3marasa 00JIbIINe HafgeXK ok, He MOT
IIPOTUBOCTOSATh HU OOHOMY yaapy MepnuHa. B sT0 BpeMs rpa¢ CenuH, Ka3aaoCh, IOHSI CUITY
OopraHu3alliy 3aKIuHaTeNeu.

HeiHemHuit MepsuH OB HAMHOT'O CUJIbHEE, YeM, TOT, KOTOPHIM cpaxarscs ¢ MepunyHrom!
«3ITO Xke...»
I'pad CenuH ObLT TOIOH Topeyu. [nsasa Ha MepiuHa, OH IOTEPSIT Jap PeyH.

Bomme6uuk ®peiip, Takxke 6611 oKyTaH TeMHbIM TymanoM. OH OIIeIOMIEHHO TOCMOTPET Ha TEJIO
Bomme6urka Bapuca. [Toce 3Toro oH mocMoTpes Ha Mep/iuHa, ero B3rsy ObUI IIOJIOH yKaca.

Bomme6uuK ®peiip 3Ha, HACKOJIBKO CUIBHEIM Obl1 BommeOuuk Bapuc. [ToaTomy, xoTst Bonme6HuK
®peiip He mobun BonmebHuka Bapuca, oH He ocMeNnuBajics IPeaIpPUHUMAaTh KakKue-Tu00 OerdCTBUS.

Bomme6uuk ®pelip TakxKe 3Han 0 TOM, YTO Bommebuuk bapuc cuenan ¢ ceMbeR YUIICOHOB TI0CTIE
TOTO0, KaK puOLLT B ropon Ipakar.

«Bonuie6HUK MepiuH, s TakXKe HeOBOJIeH TeM, 4TO bapuc menan pausiie. f HafeloCh, 4YTO
Bomnme6uuk MepiauH IOUMET, T HUYEro He MOT eMy ITPOTUBOIIOCTABUTD! »

MepuH MaxXHyJT pyKaMy 4 3a0yMYHUBO B3TJISHYI Ha Bomme6Huka ®petipa. Ha ero nuie urpana
yIbIOKa.

«KoHeuHO, g IOHUMAal0, HHaye BSpI/IC He ObI1 OB €IVHCTBEHHBIM TE€JIOM Ha II0JIy».

Xomon MpoH3UI M03BOHOYHUK Bonme6Huka @peiipa. B TOT MOMeHT, Korfa ero okytan TEMHBIH
TyMaH, OH IIOJTHOCTBIO IOTEPST YYBCTBO HalpaBieHus. Kak OynTo BCce ero CyIiecTBO YTOHYJIO B
6eckoHeuHOI TeMHOTe. OH 3HaJI, YTO BIaJl B UJUII03UI0, HO HUYEr0 He MOT IIOfeNaTh.

Ecnu 6651 MepnuH xoTesn yOUTh ero, eMy He oTpe6oBasock 61 MHOTO CUJI, YTOOHI CHeNaTh 3TO.



I'pad CenuH BHITISIOEIN MOBOIBHO HENTOBKO. Cuna MepirHa MpeB30IIlia ero 0XKUIaHuS.
[TepBoHauanbHO BommeOHMK Bapuc xBacTaTbCs Iepen HUM O TOM, HACKOJIbKO OH cujieH. OH mokasan
HEKOTOphIe U3 CBOMX 3aKIWHAHUY, ¥ OHU JeMCTBUTENIbHO ObIM BHevYaTsoumMuy. [laxke BonmebHUK
®pelip GBI TOTOB MTOMUUHUTLCS EMY.

Opuako rpad He oxXkumas, 4yTo MepiuH CMOXKET JIeTKO yOUTh TaKoro cuibHOro BonmmeOHuka. Ha
caMOM [iejie OH 3HaJl BCe 0 TOM, 4To bapuc chenan B 3aMKe YusicoHa. OH pacCYUTHIBAJI Ha CUITY
Bapuca, mosToMy u He OCTaHOBUII €TO0.

OpHako, yBumeB cunny MepnuHa, rpad CenuH moxarsen 0 CBOUX AEHCTBUSIX.

«bapon MepnuH, Bonmebnuk bapuc 0xoTHO mpucoeguHuIcs K ITpakami-cutu. 51 He MOT OCTaHOBHUTh
HEKOTOPBIE BeIlld, KOTOPEIE OH fenal ...»

Emé mo Toro, Kak 3aKOHYMII CBOE IPe/IIoKeHre, OH ObUI IpepBaH MepiuHOM. MepJuH ITOCMOTPe
Ha rpada CenuHa ¥ XOJIOOHLIM TOHOM IIPENYIIPENUII €ro:

«I'pad CemnuH, 10 KaKOW-TO IPUYUHE, S HAel0Ch, YTO 3TO MEPBHINA U ITOCIIEOHUN pa3!»

I'pad CenuH ObLT HEIOBOJIEH, TaK Kak MepnuH cephe3Ho npenynpenus ero. OH Ob1 rpadoMm,
KOTOPBIX YIIPABIISLA GOTBIIMM FOPOIOM-TOCYTapcTBOM [Tpakart ...

Opuako rpad CenuH Takxke 3aMeTHII, YTO MepiuH OBITT He TaKUM, Kak mnpexpae. CTpalHas aypa
MeprnuHa 3acTaBujla ero KoXy IMOKPHBAThCS MypalllkaMyu OT CTpaXa. MepjuH Telnephb Ka3aics
HaMHOTO CUJIbHEee, yeM MepuIyHT.

TaxuM 00pa30M, X0TsI OH OBUT HEIOBOJIEH YTPOXKAIOIIUM TOHOM MepinHa, OH BCe XKe MeIbKHYII
BBIHY2KIEHHOU YIILIOKOM.

«Bapon MepnuH, Oyab yBepeH, YTO TaKOTo GO0JIbIlle HE IOBTOPUTCS».

[TonyuuB obemtanue rpada CenuHa, MepnuH kuBHy/. OH 60Jbllle He OKa3bIBaJl AaBieHus Ha rpada
CenuHa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TUX Belllel ObIJI0O TPYAHO M30exkaTh. Ecnu ceMbst YUICOHOB XOUET
ocTaThcs B [Ipakam-CHTH, UM BCe PABHO IMIPUAETCS MOIOKUTHCS Ha rpada CennHa, 4TOOH
IIOJIHOCTBIO afallTUPOBATHCS 3[ECh.

I[Tocne atoro rpad CenuH 6ygeT 4yBCTBOBAThH YIPO3y U CTpax. B OymymeM, naxe ecnu Mepnux
nokuHeT [Tpakam-Cutu, rpad CenuH He JOMYyCTUT, YTOOH MOT06HOE ITPOMUCXOIUTIO0 CHOBA.

«Xopo1o. Korma s BepHYJICS, 9 3aMeTHJI HallpsIKEHHOCTE B ropofe IIpakarmi. I'pad CenuH, B ueM
Oeno?»

MepHI/IH CIIPOCHUJI C COMHEHHUEM.

[Tocne ynomuHaHnus 0 ropope IIpakar, HemoBOIbCTBO B ceppale rpada CenuHa GHICTPO UCYEIIO.
HecmoTps Ha TO, uTO Bapuc 61 MEPTB, BEPHYCS O0jiee CUTbHEIN MepiuH - 3T0 Obl/Ia OTINYHAS
HOBOCTH [IJIs1 HETO.

I'pad Cenmun mompoOHO 06BSICHUT CIIOP MeXKAy ropomom [Ipakair u ropogoM JIeOwuc.

«XoTs y Hac Bcerma OblTy HEOOIBINKE CIIOPH C COCEIIMU, MBI BCE XK€ CTApaiuCh KUTh MUPHO.
OmHako, mosrofa Hasafl, Iocje TOro Kak rpad TasoH yMmep, ¥ ero ChiH JIOHTapOu yHAcIegoBall TUTYIT
rpada, OH Havas pacIIuPSATh CBOIO apMuio 0e3 BCAKUX orpaHuyeHui. OH Jaxke HaMepeHHO BhI3BaJl



HEKOTOpPBI€ TPEHUA MEXKAOY OIBYMSA IrOPOAaMU-TOCYyAapCTBaMM.

3aTteM JloHrapnu cTan eme 6osee 6e3paccymHbM. OH HadaJsl IIOCHIIATh MIINOHOB, YTOOH CIIEIUTH 3a
JIIOMBMHY, BXOISIIMMY ¥ BEIXOASIITUME U3 ropoaa ITpakail, 4YTo 3aCTaBIIsiji0 MHOTHX TOPTOBIIEB
nu3beraTh HaC U3-3a CTpaxa.

¢ Bce elé MOT IPUHSATH 9TO, HO, eCyIu OBl TOJIBKO 3T0. Mecsl Ha3ay JIOHrapau mocial CBOI0 apMHUIo,
YTOOHI IIOMBITAaThCS BTOPTHYTHCS B [Ipakam. OH SBHO CTapaeTcs Ha4aTh BOUHY!

BupHno, uto rpad Cenun ObU1 KpaiiHe B30eIneH. B ero riasax MenbKHYIO 6eCIIOKOMCTBO, XOTS OH
IIBITAJICSA cepxaTh ero. OH 60sJICs, YTO €ro CUjla He CMOXKEeT MMPOTUBOCTOSITh IPOTUBHUKAM.

«Ecnu ecth CIIOPHEI MEXKOY IOPOOaMHU-TOCYOIAaPCTBAMHU, II0YEMY BEI HE IIOIIPOCHUIIA PEUIECHUA KOpOHH?»

Mepnus cupocun rpada CenuHa. X0TS OH IPOBEN HE TaK-TO MHOTO BpeMeHH B ropogpe [Ipakati, oH
BCe JXe 3HaJI 0 HeyNpaBliieMOoU CUCTeMe ropofoB-rocynapcTs B Koponesctse YépHoi Jlynsl. OnHaKo,
TIOCKOJIBKY CHJIa KOposieBCKou ceMby KoponescTBa YépHoii JIyHEI Oblla CIUIIKOM BeJIMKa, TOpofa-
rocyfapCTBa He CMeJH IIPOTUBOCTOSITh MOPSAKY KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMBH.

Takum o0pa3oM, eciu ObI MEXKIY TOPOOAMU-TOCYIaPCTBAMU BO3HUKIIN CIIOPHI, OHHU MOTJIH OBI
TIOTIPOCHUTH Cy[l KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH. ITO OBIZIO OTIIUYHEIM PEIIeHHEM MHOTHX ITPO0IeM MeXIy
rOpOJaMHU-TOCYIapCTBaMHU.

«Cypm Koponga?»
I'pad CenuH TOPBKO YNIBIOHYIICS U ITOKA4all rOJI0BOM.

«4 yxe chemnan 9To, HO JIOHTapau ceidyac CIyKUT BOCBMOMY IIPUHITY KOPOJIIEBCKOM ceMbu. Most
mpockba Oblsla OTKJIOHeHa BOCHMEIM MTPUHIIEM, KaK TOJIBKO OHA [OCTHUTTIAa KOPOJIEBCKOH CEMBH.
[TosTOMY 51 He MOTY IIOJIaTaThCS Ha CYXKOEHUS KOPOJIS.»

MepnuH BHE3aITHO MOYYBCTBOBAN pa3apaxkeHue. OH ObUT CIIUIIKOM JIEHUB, YTOOBI AYMaTh O TaKUX
CJTIOKHBIX OTHOIIEHUSIX. He cMOTPS Ha BIUsHUE KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbr, Mep/IuH He MO3BOJIUII OB CEMbe
Yuncon cHoBa octaTbCs 6e3 moMa u 6exaThb. OHM COBCEM HEJABHO IEPEKUITU TPYAHBIE BPEMEHA, U
OH He XOTeJI, YTOOBI 9TO TIOBTOPUJIOCH CHOBA.

«I'pa¢ CenuH, cCKaxxu MHe 4eCTHO. JIOHrapau Tak yBEPEH B CBOUX AEUCTBUSIX. BOIOCH, eCTh U OpyTue
IIPUYUHEL, KpOME TOT0, YTO OHU UMEIOT [IPEeUMYIECTBO B CUJIe apMUU, He TaK JIu?»

MepnuH mocMOTpeN IpsAMo B ria3a rpady Cenuny. OH 3Has, 4To y rpada CennHa OBIIN IPUYUHEL
TaK BHICOKO LIeHUThL bapuca. Bo3M0OXKHO, 3T0 KaK-TO CBSI3aHO CO criopoM Mexkay Jlebucom u
[Ipakarem.
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