MomnogsiM peitiapeM OblT fAre3, KOTopeId ciaemoBan 3a Ona YunconoM u3 Biskyorep-cutu B
KoponesctBo YépHoit JIyutl. Torma fAre3 6511 TpocTo 0OBIYHEIM phillapeM. OH gaxke He OB PHIIapeM
B TSI2KEJI0M OpOHe, U y Hero He ObII0 HUKAKUX KAueCTB, YTOOBI CTaTh JJI€MEeHTAIbHEIM MeUHUKOM.

Opnaxko mpoén rop. Korma MepiuH cHOBa yBUen fAre3a, OH 3aMeTHII, 4YTO TOT CUJIbHO M3MEHUJIICS.
fres cTasn CUIBHBEIM, CTATHBIM MYKUYKMHOHM C MOIIHBIM TEJIOCI0OKEHHUEM.

MepnuH cpady nossn, uto Onpm YUICoH, JOJKHO ObITh, HAYYMII €T0 1103aM C 3arafoyHol penbe@HON
CKYTIBIITYpPHL. BOT oueMy oH Teneps o0nafan TAKUM CUJIBHBIM GU3NYECKUM aTPUOYyTOM.

fAre3 Obl1 KpaliHe youBieH. ['nsaas Ha MepiivHa, KOTOPHIM OTKPBLT CBOE JIULIO, OH ITOYTH APOXKAIIUM
T'0JI0COM BOCKJIMKHYII:

«bapoH... Coap Bapon? OT0 npaBma BEI?»
MepnuH KUBHYIIL.

«3T10 BepHO. { BepHycs. [TolneM BHYTPE.»
3aTeM OHU BMECTe BOIIU B 3aMOK.

Cenust u KoHCHOH OBITTM MPUHECEHH B 3a/1 TOPHUYHBIMEU. Korma MepnuH qocTur 3ana, fAres
00BSICHUI, KTO TaKO# MepiiuHa IBYM MOJIOABIM [I€BYIIKaM.

OTH rOpHUYHEIE [TOSIBUIUCH B 3aMKe YHJICOHA II0CJIe TOT0, KaK Mep/uH yIIén. YCbImas, YTo 3TOT
MOJIOMIOM YeNtoBeK ObINT HaCTOSIIUM X035 IMHOM 3aMKa YHUIICOHA, 0apoH MepiuH, OHU OBICTPO
nonoxunu Cenuio u KOHCHOHA ¥ IOYTUTEIBHO MOKJIOHUIUCH MepiuHy.

«Cap bapon!»

MepnuH MaxHY/I pyKaMH{ ¥ IIOCMOTPeJ Ha feTell. OTH iBoe He 60s1nch He3HaKOMIIEB. [lonHEIe
MI0OO0TBITCTBA, OHY TUXO MOPTHYJIM U YCTaBUIUCh Ha MepiuHa.

MepnuH NPOTSIHYJ PYKX U 0OHST UX - 00a Ka3aauCh TUXUMU ¥ He BHIPHIBAJIMCH U3 €0 PyK. Mx
WHTEPECOBAJIO TOJIbKO MJIMHHOE YEPHOE OfiesiHre MepirHa, ¥ OHU [IEPrajid er0 CBOUMHU MaJIeHbKUMHU
PYYOHKaMH.

I'naps Ha Cenuto u KoHcroHa, MepniuH He 4yBCTBOBAJI 0CO00TO BOJIHEHMsI. BMecTo aToro ciaboe
TEILJIO IOTEKJIO B €T0 CEPMIlE, TOCKOIBKY OHU ObLIH JIyYIINM H0Ka3aTeIbCTBOM eT0 CYIIeCTBOBAHUS B
3TOM MHUpE - €T0 KPOBb TEKJIa B HUX.

«Mepmnun!»
«Mepnun!»

BHe3amHo Mpo3ByYasy IBa 3HAKOMEBIX I'0j10ca. MepIKH MOTHSII TOJI0OBY U YBUOEN ABYX KPaCHUBBIX
JKeHIIUH, 6eTyLUMX co BTOPOTO 3Taxa. JTO ObIIM XKeHbl MepnuHa - Xapu3a U ABpHIL

Kaszanocs, uTo Xapu3a BHTIJIfeNa Tak Xke, a BOT ABpus u3MeHmnack. Cnycts rog ee ¢purypa
npuobpesia MPUSTHEE B3TJISAAY OKPYTJIOCTH, @ €€ YTOHYEHHOE JINII0, KOTOPOe paHblle HallOMUHAJIO0
($bapdopoByIO KYKITy, CTalI0 3PENIBIM U IPUBJIEKATETbHBIM.

Mepnun nonoxun Cenuio ¥ KoHCHOHa BHU3 U YIBIOHYJICS CBOUM KE€HaM, OBICTPO MONOIIEN K HUM U
TUXO0 CKa3all:



«Ia, s1 BEpHYIICSI».

Xapur3a 1 ABpusI ObISIM TTONTHEL yauBIeHUsA. OHU OBICTPO NPULIIY K Mepnuny, gepxka Cenuio u
Koncrona Ha pykax.

ABpun Bce elné Oblyla TAKOM Ke 3aCTEeHYHMBOW ¥ TUXOM, KaK U paHbllle, XOTS OHa He CBOMMIIA I'71a3 C
MepnuHa. Kazanocs, y HE€ MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, HO OHa HEe PacKphija CBOM MBIC/TM. Xapu3a BRITTISOENa
6oee OTKPOBEHHOM, KOT{Ia OHA CKa3ajla MepuHy:

<<MeanH, MEHI IIOJIY4YU I TBOE IMACBEMO, B KOTOPOM ThHI YIIOMAHYJI, 9TO BepHéH.IBCH TOJIBKO 49€epe3 OBa
roga».

MepJ’II/IH AJOBOJIEHO 66CHOMOH.IHO IIOKaydasl TOJIOBOH.

«B Peruone TeMHO#M Maruu mpou301énn HeOOoIbIIoN HHITUAEHT, T09TOMY 5 BEPHYJICS PaHbIe, YeM
oxupanock. Ho st He 3HAl0, KOra s YOy CHOBA.»

I[Tocne 9TOTO MepiuH CIIPOCKTT 0 HEKOTOPHIX BOIIPOCAX, KacawIuxcs geTei. Korma oH ymoMsaHy T
IeTel, maxe y 3aCTeHYNUBOM ABPHUII OBIZI0 OECKOHEYHOE MHOXKECTBO HCTOPHI, KOTOPHIMK OHA XOTeJla
TIO[EJIUThCS.

MepnuH BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIAJI, TJSAs Ha HUX. TeIsno, KOTOpoe 3aCTaBIsjIo er0 YyBCTBOBAThL Ce0s
KaK JIoMa, HAIMlOJIHUJIO €T0 Ceplle N0 KpaeB. TOIBKO B CBOEM MOMe U Iepef CBOel CEMbEN OH MOT
YYBCTBOBATh Ce0s IIOJTHOCTBIO PacciiabieHHBIM.

[Tocrne TOro, KAaK OHM HEMHOT'0 1T000JITANIA, TOPHUYHBIE C IOHMMaHUEM ITOKUHYIIHA UX. MepauH
crpocuit 00 oTiie.

«Xoporo, rae oten? OH BCe eIé Ha TEPPUTOPUU?»
Xapu3a KUBHYJIA.

«JTa. OTell Bce 3TO BpeMsI HAXOAUIICS Ha TeppuTopuu, 3a6oTsick 0 Koncuone. Ho u3-3a
HaIpsKEHHOCTH MexXAay roponoM [Tpakarn u ropogom Jlebuc B mociefHee BpeMst KOJIUYECTBO
TOProBIeB B ropoae KoHCcHOH cHuXKaeTcs. Hamorosele MOCTYIIEHUSI C TEPPUTOPUY COKPATUIIUCEH KaK
MUHUMYM Ha TPUALATH MPOIEHTOB 3a 3TU HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB».

Ynomunas 3To, Xapu3a Ka3asnachk 6ecriomoriiHoi. bonee Toro, mockonbky Omnpm YumcoH OblT Ha
TEPPUTOPUU BCe BpeMs, a Mep/IuH OTCYTCTBOBAJI, TOYTH BCE B 3aMKe YHJICOHA YIIPaBISANIKACH Xapru30i
¥ CTapbIM [IBOPELIKUM.

BepositHo, Xapu3a Onlna 00jiee ONMBITHOM B YIIpaBlieHUY, CTAphiil IBOPELIKUY B ITOCTIeNHEE BPEMS
penko 3aboTuncs 06 9TOM B 3aMKe. BOJBIIMHCTBO Bellel ObII0 OpraHn30BaHO UMEHHO ei, U BCe ObLI0
OpraHn30BaHO aKKypPaTHO ¥ XOPOIIIO.

«Topog Jlebuc?»

MepnuH BCTIOMHUII IIPO TeX MeYHUKOB-JJIeMeHTalieli, KOTOPHIX OH BCTPETHUII BO BPEMS CBOETO
nyTeuiecTBus o0paTHO B [Tpakarmi. OHM, HaBepHOE, OB OTTYHA.

«Pacckaxu nompobHee?»

MepmnuH Mano 4To 3Has o Jlebuce, 3a UCKIIIOYEHUEM TOTO, YTO 3TO OBUI TOPOA-TOCYIapCTBO PSLOM C
[TpakamieM. [1o Toro, Kak OoH MOKUHYJ [Ipakari, Bce ObIJIO MUPHO.



Xap1z13a IIoKayasa rojI0BOM.

«4l He yBepeHa B TOUHOU IpuuYrHEe. MoxkeT ObITh, TONMBKO Tpad CenuH 3HaeT Oosbile. B TeyeHne
IIOC/IeIHUX HECKOJIBKUX MECSIEB B BO3yXe pacTET HampsaxKeHue. [laxke rpad CenvH CHOBa coOpan
3aknuHaTteneu. [Ioxoxke, OHU TOTOBATCS K BOVHE.»

ABpun mocMoTpesia Ha MepiuHa, 3aTeM TUXO0 H0o0aBHIIa:

«[Ta. C Tex mop, Kak T yiién, rpad Cenun 3aBepOoBas AByX 3aKIuHATENNeH, 0COOEHHO 3TOTO
Bonme6uuka bapuca ...»

[Tpexkpe yeM OHa 3aKOHYHUJIA CBOH CJI0OBa, Xapu3a OBICTPO IIpepBaa ee.

«ABpumn!»

MepnuH HaXMypHUJICS, U B €r0 I'/la3aX BCIBIXHYJI CTPAHHBIM CBET. 3aTEM OH MaxHYJI PyKaMHu.
«Bce HOpManbHO. ABPHII, IPOOOIXKaM!»

ABpus He cMelia TOBOPUTH Aasibile. BMeCcTo 3TOro oHa OCTOPOXKHO ITOCMOTpesia Ha Xapu3y. YBULEB
peakuuio ABpui, MepnuH MOHSN, YTO Xapr3a CTalla HaCTOSIINM X03IMHOM 3aMKa YHIJICOHA.

OpHako MepnuH He OB 9TUM HemoBoJieH. Hanuune criocoOHOM XKeHEI OBIJIO OTIMYHOH BEIIbIo,
II03TOMY OH IIOCMOTpPeJ Ha Xapu3y U CKa3aJjl TSIXKEJIBIM TOHOM:

«TTocKOIbKY ABPHJI HE X04YEeT 3TOr'0 TOBOPUThH, XapH3a, pacCKaxu MHe 00 aToM!»
HeMmHoro nokone6aBIych, OHa HaKOHEI CKa3ajla eMy:

«Xopomo. Tpu Mecsila Ha3ap BonmeOHuK Bapuc, kotoporo 3aBep6oBan rpad CenuH, y3Hal OT KOTO-
TO, YTO ThI 0Geaun MepunyHra u3 ®opra Be3gHE! ¥ TOIYYUI €r0 KOJIbLI0. 3aTeM OH UCKall
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE IT0BOAEI [JIs1 BXOa B 3aMOK YUJICOHA, HO MHI er0 OTBepraiu. HeloBOIbHEIN, OH
IIBITAJICS IIPOPBAThLCS B 3aMOK, JyMasi, YTO Thl, OMKHO OBITh, UTO-TO OCTABUJIM B 3aMKe YUJICOHA.

Ho Bonue6HUK XUJIT IPUILET BOBPEMS U OTIIYTHYI €ro...»

[Tocrne Toro, Kak Xapu3a 00bsICHUIIA CUTYAIUI0, Mep/IuH MPUILTYPUIICS U BHIITYCTHII XOIOOHYIO aypy.
On nocmoTpen Ha Xapu3y U ABPUJI U TUXO CIIPOCHUIT:

«OH Bac obugen?»
Xapu3a 1 ABpHII TOKAYaJly TOJIOBAMHU U OTBETHIIH:

«M=I B mopsinke, 6maromaps BonmeOHuKy Xumnny ... Ho g ciblian, 4To ero COCTOSHUE YXYOIINIOCh. B
[IOCJIeiHEee BPeMsi OH He IIOABIIAJICS Ha JIIOASIX».

MepnuH cHOBa KUBHYJ. [10 9TOM IpHYKMHE OH MOMPOCHI €ro 103a00TUTHCS O CeMbe YUIICOHOB. Ecnu
Obl He OH, TO MepmuH 60SIJICS, YTO 3aMOK YUJICOHOB He OblJT ObI TAKUM CIIOKOMHEIM, KakK ceiyac.

Opnako MeprnuH 3HaJ 0 CUTyalluu cTapuka. Bo3aMoXxHO, OH «Hamyran» Bonme6uuka bapuca, HO OH,
MOJXKHO OBITH, 3aIJIATHII 3@ 3TO OOJIBINYIO IIeHY. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ero Mogenu 3akmTuHaHUN ObUIH
HecTaOunbHEL. OH He MOT YacTO MCIIOIb30BaTh 3aKJIMHAHUS, MHaYe ero Momeau MOTYT PYXHYTh B
mo0oe BpeMms.



«3HauuT Bapuc? OgHaxm S OB B moary mepen Bonme6HukoM XumiaoM ... Ho Xopotio, 4To TH B
nopsigke. JlaBaiiTe He OygeM rOBOPHUTH O HECUACTHOM HHITUAEHTe. [103BOJIbTe MHE MOOOIIATLCS C
MOHMH OETHMH...»

MepnuH OCMOTpEN Ha feTel, KOTOPhle KPYTUIMCh Ha 3eMJie. 3aTeM OH BCE B IIITEPOM CTajli UTPaTh.
Y Hero ObIJI IIaHC, KOTOPHIM OH He XOTeJN YIyCKaTh, BOSMOXKHOCTb ITPOBECTH BPEMS CO CBOEU CEMbEN.
Cpa3sy ke 13 3aJ1a IOCIHIIIANCs CMEeX...

B 3amke rpada oxpaHHUK coob1an o ToM, uTo 6apoH MepiuH BepHYICS B ropop IIpakarm.
I'pad Cenun yguBHUIICS U C TPEBOTOU CIIPOCHIT:

«BrI yBepeHsl, 4T0O 3T0 6apoH Mepnaun?»

OXpaHHUK KUBHYJI C CEPHE3HBIM JIUILIOM.

«Jla, 9TO mercTBUTENbHO OapoH MepmuH. 4 y3Ham ero.»

«Xa-xa. Xopoimo. Xopoio. Teneps, Korga 6apoH MepiiuH BepPHYJICS, ¥ HaC eCThb eIllé OAUH CUIbHBIN
KO3BIPh Ha Halllell CTOPOHEe!»

I'pad Cenun OB HEUCTBUTENLHO B3BOIHOBAH. OH ObII 00€CIIOKOEH HAJBUTAIOIITUMCS KOHMDIUKTOM.
Teneps, korma MepnuH BepHYJICS, 3TO Obljla JIy4Ilias HOBOCTD 3a MOCTIeTHNE HECKOJIBKO MECSIIEB.

«Ou? 910 Bone6HUK MepiyH, KOTOPHIY ITPelOTBPATUII OIIaCHOCTDb B 3aMKe c3pa rpada u mobenun
Mepunysra u3 ®opra be3gHbr?»

PsamoomMm ¢ Fpa(bOM CennHOM OOWH U3 CTOAIIUX 34 €ro CIIMHOM MY2KYHWH BOPYT 3arOBOPHUII
B3BOJIHOBAHHEBEIM I'OJIOCOM.

I'pad CenuH KUBHYI U YIILIOHYJICS.

«J1a, aTo BonmmeOruk Mepnun! Ho Teneps o OapoH B MoeM ropope. Bonmeouuk bapuc, kaxeTcs
MMEHHO BHI XOTEJIM C HUM BCTPETUThCS? BoT Bam maHc. 4 mo3oBy BommmebHuka MepiuHa. »

I'pad Cenun HeMeIeHHO OTIIPAaBUI HECKOJIBKUX OXPaHHUKOB UCKaTh MepiivHa B 3aMKe YUJICOHA.
«Jla, g meNCTBUTENHHO X04y BCTPETUTDh BomnineOH1uKa MepnuHa».

Bomnme6uuk bapuc ycTaBuics Ha iBepbh, €ro B3I OB II0JIOH CTPACTH. ..

«Cap bapoHn, npuIam HeCKOJIbKO 0XPaHHUKOB, KOTOPBIE TOBOPST, YTO MX Mocnan cap I'pad. Onu
XOTST IIPUTJIACUTh c3pa bapoHa B 3aMOK.»

MyckynucThlii fire3 BHe3aIlHO BOLIET B 3aJl U C YBaXKeHUeM coo0mui 06 3ToM MepiuHy.

Vnei6ku Ha nuiie Xapuasl ¥ ABpu MefjieHHo ucyesnu. OHU moCcMOTpenu Ha MepnuHa.



MepnuH He crelna BCTal U CIOKOWHO OTBETHUIL:
«ITockoneKy 910 rpad Cenus, g noupy. [Ipuiino BpeMs BCTPETUTLCS C HUM!»

Aypa MepnuHa OblIa cerka myrawlei. 3aTeM OH BHIIIENT U3 3aMKa U II0CTIe0Bal 38 OXPaHHUKAMH,
HaIpaBIsAsach K 3aMKy rpada Cennsa.
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