«Xe-xe, BOCbMOM KOMaHOup. [lymMaio, B 3TOM KapaBaHe HEMaJio XOPOIIeHbKHX feByiieK. TCK TCK. Ecmu
BaM OHH He II0 HpaBYy, He MOTJIH ObI BHI IaTh HAM MX IOMPOOOBATH?» - 0TO3BAJICS YEJIOBEK C KOCOM
ynbIOKoit. Tpu GaHOUTA MOeXasyd Ha CBOUX JIOIIAMSX K KIIEHOBOMY JIECY.

«Ecnu BBl BEITIOTHUTE CBOM HOJT B COOTBETCTBUU C MHCTPYKUMAMU, bonbiioi bocc onpenenenHo
BO3HArpagurt Bac! BeicTpo yOeiiTe aToro 6pomsry u gonoxurte bombmomy Boccy.»

Bocemon KOMaHIOUD OTBETUII JOBOJIEBHO HETEPIIEJIIUBO.

3aTeM GaHOUTH OJHSIM MEUM U CBEPKHYJIU XKEeCTOKOH yeIOKoi. OHM GpoCcuIuch Ha 6pogsry,
KOTOPBIY ITPUCTIOHUTICS K IEPEBY.

HemnonBuXHBIN 6p011;{1"a BHE3allHO IIOOHSAJI TOJIOBY. Korpga on CMOTPEJI Ha 3THUX Tpex 2KECTOKHX
6aHI[I/ITOB, OH He IIOKa3hIBaJl laXKe HaMéKa Ha IIaHUKY.

Tpu GaHguTa 3apeBesy OT CMeXa, KOroa OHU OpOCUINCh Ha MyX4uuHy. OJHAKO B OTHO MTHOBEHUE
TIOPBIB XOJIOMHOTO BO3AyXa OXBATUJI UX. 3aTeM OaHOUTH ObLIM 3aMOPOKEHEB! B KPUCTAJIIE BMECTE CO
CBOUMH JIOLIAAbMHU, U CTAJI HAallOMUHATD JKUBHIE JIeITHEIE CTATyH.

«B3priB! B3peis! B3peis!»

[Tocnplanuce TpHu TSIKETBIX yoapa. HOCKOJ’IBKy TPO€ U3 HUX dATAKOBAJIX €TI0 CJIIMIIKOM 6I:>ICTpO,
MHEepIus 3aCTaBujla UX YIIAaCTh Ha 3EMIIIO, paB6I/IBHII/ICI: Ha MUJIJIMOH 4acCTeu IIOC/Ie TOro, KaK OHU
OBLIH 3dMOPOZKEHEHI B CTaTYH.

Cpenu 0CKOIKOB Jibjla OBIIH CJTOMaHHBIE KOHEYHOCTH. OHAKO Ha 3eMye He OBbIJI0 HU KaIllId KPOBH, U
IaXke 3allax KPOBU He IOSIBUJICS B Bo3ayxe. IMeHHO 9Ta CIleHa 3acTaBHJIa OCTAaHOBUTHCS Jtonei!

3aTeM ria3a Opofsru yCTaBUIKCh Ha 6aHmy 6aHIUTOB MTOMabIle OT HETO.

«... bonpmmon bocc, TaM 4TO-TO CIIy4UIOCH!»

Barmapg boneinoro Bocca yan Ha IpeKpacHYIO AeBy, IMMY. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YCJIbIIIal NaHu4YeCKUI
roJyioc 0aHOUTa [I03aOgy HEro.

«YTO IPOU30IIIIO, YTO BHI3BAJIO ¥ TE€OS TaKYI0 MAaHUKY?»

Bonemmoit Bocc rpomko pyrasn 6aHguTa mo3agu cedsi ¢ TEMHBIM BhHIPaXKeHUEeM JIHIIa.
BaHpguT kKa3ancs 671emHBIM, KOT[Ia OH OTBETHII IPOKAIIUM T'OJI0OCOM:

«BocbMoOM KOMaHOUP MEPTB ... Toxe...»

«1 9T0?»

B rimazax bur Bocca BCIbIxHYIa SPOCTh, KOTHa OH OpOCHUI B3rJIsA Ha OaHOKTA.
«Bonee Toro, ero cMepth yxkacHa! bur Bocc, S gymaro, TH HOIXKeH caM yOeOUuThCS...»

3yOnI 6aHAKTA, Ka3alaoCch, Opoxaiu. Korma oH BCIIOMHMII CIIeHY, KOTOPYIO OH TOJIBKO YTO BHJEII, ET0



cpasy kKe 0XBaTuJI HEBEPOSTHHIN CTPaXx.
«XM, 0OTBeu MeHS Tyma!»

Bonpuro#r Bocc rimy6oko B3TIAHYN Ha T0fe Bo3Jle KapaBaHa. OH IIpuKa3ajl CBOUM JIIOSIM CJIeUTh 3a
HUMH. 3aTeM OH B3sJ1 OaHAy OaHOUTOB M HANPaBUJICSA IPSIMO K KJIEHOBOMY JIECy.

Bckope Bornbimoit bocc mpubbii B KJIEHOBIHM JieC ¥ YBUEN KPUCTaIIbI, KOTOPhle IIOKPhIBAIN
CIIOMaHHbIe KOHEYHOCTH Ha 3emie. [laxe ecjIu OHM OBIJIM JKeCTOKMMH JIIOIbMHU, ClIeHa Iepef HUMHI
BCE eIllé 3aCTaBJIsijIa UX TOYYBCTBOBATH XOJIOMOK, OETYIINM 110 II03BOHOYHUKY. X B3rsam ObIn
IIPUKOBAH K OpPOfsre, KOTOPHIM N0 CHUX ITOP HAXOMWIICS IO JePEeBOM.

«YepT. ITO TH cOenan?»

Y Bonsmoro Bocca 6b110 TEMHOE BRIpakKeHUe Hila. XOTS OH U He TIOHUMaJ, modeMy Bocemoi
KOMaHOUP CTajl TaKUM, KaKuM OH OblT ceituac, bomnbIoi Bocc, Kak u3BeCTHO, OB cBUPensM. OH
HeMeMJIeHHO OpOCUJI B3TJIsA Ha OPOAATY, U IPOCTh BCIIBIXHYJIA B €r0 Ia3ax.

«Y6eiiTe 3TOr0 OPOAATY IPSIMO celyac!»

BanmuTh GPOCUNKCEH M3-3a CIUHE Bornbinoro Bocca, oceias nomafiel ¥ fepxka B pyKax MedH,
HaITPABUJIMCh K OPOfsATe MOM JEPEBOM.

«Yo ..»

BHe3amHo U3 HUOTKY/a MOSBUJICS YEPHBIN JbIM U MOTJIOTUIT OONBIUIMHCTBO OAHAUTOB. 3aTEM
IIPOrpeMeJsi TPOM B TyMaHe.

«3JT0 3aK/IMHaTeNlb. ITO TAMHCTBEHHBIN 3aKnuHaTenb! bexum O6sicTpo!»

YBUOEB CTpPaHHYIO CIieHY, OaHAUTHL, KOTOPHIE He OBIIM MIOTJIOMIEeHb TYMaHOM, HEMEeJIEeHHO 3aKpudaiu
u oTcTynuny. Jlaxe 6GaHAUTH, KOTOPHIE CIIEAUIIH 3a TOBO3KAMH, 3aMETHJIA OTPOMHOE BOJTHEHUE U
y0ezxkanu, Kak 6yaTo UX XKU3Hb Obl/Ia TIOf YyTPO30H.

B03M0KHO, HE MHOTHE U3 HUX BUAEIHN 3aKJIMHATEIIsI, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO 3HaMU 00 ux cuie. IIOHSB, 4TO
Opomnsira OBITT HA CAMOM [ieJie TAMHCTBEHHBIM, HO CHJIbHEIM 3aK/JIMHATeIeM 3aKJIuHAHWH, eCTEeCTBEHHO,
9Ty OaHOUTE OOJIBIIIE HE XOTeJIM 0CTABaThCs 30eCh U ybexkanu B CTpaxe.

[To cpaBHeHMIO ¢ pa3bexaBmUMuUCs GaHAUTaMU, OaHOUTAM, ITOMABIIKM B TYMaH, He oBe310. [Tocne
TOTO, KaK TYMaH Paccesiyics, mecITKU OaHIUTOB JIeXKaJld Ha 3eMJIe B Pa3HBIX [103aX, C MMYCTHIM JIUIIOM.
Te, KOTO ymapuiio MoJTHUEH, UCITyCTUIM HEBHIHOCUMBIHN 3alaX, TIOCKOIbKY UX 00yTTIeHHBIE Tesa
JeXaju TyT XKe.

«Takue cnadwnie...»

Bpopsira cmoTpen Ha Tenla 6aHAUTOB, pa3dpocanHble 10 3emie. OH Ka3ajcs OYeHb CIIOKOMHBIM, HO
B3[OXHYJI CO CMEIIaHHbIMU YyBCTBaMH.

«YXKe mpoIuIo feBsaTh gHel. IPGheKT pa3dbenalollero 3eIbs 00 CUX Mop He ouuileH. Kpome Toro, ecthb
IIPHA3HAK TOTO, YTO OHO PACIPOCTPaHSETCs 10 BCeMy Teny. f momkKeH HaluTHU TUX0€e MeCTO 1
MIOMBITAaThCS IPUTOTOBUTD 3€JIbE ITPOTUBOSOUS. »

STuM 6popsiroit 6611 MepnuH. OH IIPOBET B KJIEHOBOM JIECY YKe IeJIbIX IeBATh AHel. U3HauanbHO OH
XOTeJI TIOJIOKUTHCS Ha CUJIy CBOEro (pU3n4eCKOoro Tejla U 3eybs Koarynanuu. [ocie Toro, Kak ero



TeJio OOJIbIlle HE CMOXKEeT MOAAEPKUBATEL €T0, OH HAUAET Apyroe 6e30macHOe MECTO U IPUTOTOBUT
3esibe.

OH He 0XuMaJ, YTO S pa3bearoulero 3eJbs CTAaHET CUIbHEE CO BpeMeHeM. [laxe CHUITbHBIN
¢usnyeckuii aTpudyT MepirHa He MOT ITIOMOYb eMy B 9TOM Bompoce. KpoMe uTeHUs 3aKTMHAHUH,
OBLIIO TPYOHO [axKe IMepedBUHYTh CBOE TEJIO Ha AIOMM, He TOBOPS Y2Ke O TOM, YTOOBI IPUTOTOBUTH
3eibe.

Bomemoi Bocc 6aHAUTOB OB IPOCTO JiieMeHTanbHEIM MeuyHUKOM TpeTbero ypoBHs. Korma TEéMHBIN
TymaH MepnuHa MOTIOTUTT UX, BCE OHU OKa3aJIuCh B WIIIIO3UM, HE3ABUCUMO OT TOTO, CKOJIBKO HX
Ob1710, ¥ ObUIM YOUTH YOapoM MonHuwu.

MepnuH MOCMOTPET B CTOPOHY [IalIEKUX 3KUIaXKel, U eMy B T'OJIOBY IIPHUIITIa MBICITh - BO3MOXKHO, 3TH
JIIOAY MOTJIY OBl IOMOYB EMY.

«OTell, 6aHOUTHL YIITN».
Mornogas meBylika 9MMa IpobopMoTasa, yoeauBIIKUCh, UYTO OaHAUTOB OOJIbIlE He ObIJIO BUAHO.
«Jla, OHM YIIIHU. Y HUX BOZHUKIIM ITPOOIEMEL C TAUHCTBEHHBIM U MOIITHBIM 3aKIuHATeaeM! »

MyX4YrWHa CpegHUX JIeT IOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY [aIEKOT'0 KJIEHOBOTO Jieca. OTOT YeJIOBEK, ITOX0XKHUHN Ha
Opopnsry, Obln 3aKIMHATENIEM.

Ilo 9TOr0 OH KOI'Ma-TO CJIbIIIAJ O TOM, HACKOJIBKO CHJIbHEI 3aKJIMHATEJIHM, HO HUKOT A PaHbIIe WX He
BCTpedas. Terneps Y HETO HAKOHEI[-TO TTOSBUJICS IIaHC YBUETh TO, KaK OH YOUII OEeCSATKU CBUPEIILIX
0aHOUTOB B OMHO MI'HOBEHHE.

Bonee toro, 3aknuHaTenb 3aKIMHAHUY [IPU 9TOM AaXKe He ABUTANCSA. TaKou yxkKac!
Korpa B3rnsn MepnuHa ynan Ha Hero, [[1a6mu 6611 oxBaueH GeCIIOKONCTBOM.
Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs [1Tabnu rimy6oko B3goxHy. OH cKa3an OMMe U 671aropofHoM equ:

«Iloumém. 3akmuHaTeNb 3aKIUHAHUK CIIac HAac BCeX. MHI NOJIKHEI TOKa3aTh HAITy MPU3HATENbHOCTh
capy!»

BrnaropogHasi nemu BHIJIsIeNa 00eCIIOKOEHHOH, B TO BpeMst Kak OMMa Obljia II0JIHA TI000NBITCTRA.
OHa mocrenoBaia 3a MyK4YMHOY CPeJHUX JIeT U IOIIa K Jal€KOMY KJIEHOBOMY JIECy.

Bckope OHU BTPOEM IIPUIIIIU B KJIEHOBBIY JIeC. YBUIEB TeJla MHOTOYUCIEHHEIX OaHIUTOB, 0COOEHHO
KOT'7TIa B BO3[IyXe BCE €Il€ 0CTaBaJICs HEBEIHOCUMBIH XKT'y4ui 3alax, OHU 0UeHb HEPBHUYAIH.

«C yBazxkeHHeM, c3p 3aK/IMHATEb 3aKJIHHAHUM, Cllacub0, YTO MOMOTJIX HaM U yOunu 6aHauToB. BeI
cracnu Hac. 4, [lla6nu, mpencTaBmsio ceMbio [lekMaH, 4To0B 1061arofapuTh Bac 3a Ballly ITOMOIII,
cap.»

[ITa6u IPOBEN PYKOH 10 I'PYAHU, KaK BhIpaxkKeHre GopMabHOr0 3TUKETa. XOTS €ero OXBaTUII CTpax
nepen 3akJIuHATeNleM, OH BCe 3Ke BhIPa3uJl CBOIO MIPU3HATENIbHOCTh MepIuHy.



MepnuH MOOHS T'OJIOBY, ¥ Ha ero 6JIeMHOM JIUIlE TTOSIBUIIACh yIBIOKa.
«T'ocopus I1abny, MHe HyKHa Ballla TOMOIIb! »
«ITomorb?»

[ITa67u BHITTISIAEN YOUBIEHHBIM. MepIIUH TOIBKO YTO YOUI OEeCSATKHU XKEeCTOKUX OaHIUTOB, B3AMaXHYB
pykamu. Kakasi momMoIs eMy MOXKeT OBITh HyKHa?

MepnvH IPOmOIKUIT:
«MHe HyxkHO Ge3omacHoe MecTo. ['opop [luTac Bnepeau mMomoNumeT.»

[Ta6nu 0651er4€HHO B3MOXHYJI. 3aKIMHATE0 3aKIMHAaHUM HY?KHO TOJIBKO MeCTO. 17151 TOProBIa 3TO
6110 pocTo. TakuM 06pa3oM, OH YIIBIOHYJICS U OTBETHUII:

«Cap, moxainyicra, OyabTe CIIOKOWHBI. Mbl 00513aTEIbHO OpraHu3yeM 0e30IacHOe U TUX0e MEeCTO MJIs
Bac B ropoge [urtac. [loxanyicTa, ciegyiTe 3a HaMU.»

OnHako MepnuH He gBuUrascs. BMecTo 3Toro oH B3IOXHYII:
«4l He MOTy XOIUTH, g BCe eIll€ HyXKAaloCh B Ballleil IIOMOIIN?»
[Tocne Toro, kak MepnuH cKa3as 3T0, OH OTOABUHYI OfeXK/y, HAKPEIBABIIYIO €r0 HOT'H.

MrHOBEeHHO OHU YBU[EIH yzKacalolre KOCTH U pa3beeHHYI0 MI0Th Ha Oeape MepnuHa. [laxe
[ITa6u, KOTOPBIM BUEIT U ITePEeKUII MHOTO Bellel, He MOT He ObITh IIOTPSICEHHBIM YBUIEHHBIM.

Yepes HekoTOpoe BpeMs llabnu nputén B cebs u 6RICTPO CKa3al MepnuHy:
«Cap, m03BOJIbTE MHE BHI3BaTh MOUX JIIOLEN Clofla M OTHECTH Bac B KapeTy».

Mepnun KuBHYN. OH 1mo3Bonui [Ila6nu BEI3BATh CBOUX JIIO[EM U OTHECTH €r0 B KapeTy, B KOTOPOH OHU
Me[JIEHHO IIPOMOJIXKUIN IyTh B ropox [lutac.

«Cap, KaK HAaCYET 3TOr0 MecTa? ITO MeCTO, KOTOPOe s HaIllE€J [IJIst BaC B rOpofe.»

[ITa6u TOMBKO YTO MPUBET 9KUIMAXKHU B ropop [IuTtac. [Tpexne yeM HayaTh OTOBIXaTh, OH CTa UCKATh
Oe3omacHoe MecTo it MepiauHa.

Haxkonelr, oH BEIOpal MECTO, KOTOPOE Ka3aJioCh JOBOJIBHO TUXUM.

MeprnuHa Hec/Iu YeTBepo Myxu4uH. ETo nuIio, Kasanoch, cTano HaMHoro 6j1egHee. He ocmaTpuBas
pe3upeHnuio, o ckasan I1a6nu riny6oKuM TOHOM:

«Xopomo. 3aHecute MeHd. [IpuBenute MMy KO MHe. MHe OHa HyXKHa 11 OGHOTO fenal»
«IMMa?»

Bripaxenue nuua [Ilabmu u3menunocs. [lTocMoTpeB Ha MepnuHa, OH HaKOHEI] CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE
3y0OBl OTBETHUII:



«Cap, OMMa e1ié mosnopa. f Mory HauTH [y TeOsi KpaCUBYIO KEHIIUHY ...»

[Tpexkme yeM OH 3aKOHUYMJI CBOH CJI0Ba, [1labnu moYyBCTBOBA JIEAEHSIIYIO aypy Hag HUM.
MepnuH cKa3ai ¢ TEMHBIM BEIpaKEHUEM:

«[Ilabnu, MO03BOIH MHE MTOBTOPUTHCS. [1030BU OMMY ciofa!»

Bripaxenue nuia I[11a6mu MOCTOSTHHO MEHSITIOCh, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH BHIIIENI, TJISIS B IIOJI.

Mepnus 3Han, 4To [[la6nu HEpaBUIBHO MTOHSIT eT0 HaMepeHbs. Temeps, C ero TeJaoM, OH Jaxke He
MOT TIOIIEeBeNIUThLCS. YTO OH MOT C Hel cuenaTh? TeM He MeHee, OH He CTaJsl OIIPaBIbIBaTh ce0si, YTOORI
O00BSICHUTD, YTO €My HYKHO, TIOCKOJIbKY OH OBLI B TSIKENIOM cuTyaluu. Ecnu oH He clie/aeT 3e/be
ceiidac, y Hero, BeposTHo, OynyT Oosiblmue mpo6aIeMbl.

«Cap, 9MMa 371eCh.»
Tonoc [Ta6su mpo3ByYast 3a ABEPLIO,
«BomycTu eée!»

Kaxk Tonpko MepJ’II/IH 3aKOHYUJII CBOM CJIOBa, OMMa ClierKa OTKDPGEIJIa OBEPb U OCTOPOZKHO BOIIIIA. Ee
JIALIO TTOKA3bIBAJI0 HAMEK Ha HEPBO3HOCTE.
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