Korga 3aknuHaTenu 3aKIWHAHWE CTAId TOCTEIEeHHO Pa3be3xkaThes, Pernon TemHo# Maruwu,
KOTOPHBIN 0OBIYHO OBIT XKUBBLIM, BHITJISIAENT HEMHOTO OITyCTEBIUINM.

Tem He MeHee, TO Ke caMmoe IMpou3ouio 1 B baurae Bonme6xuKa JIeo mocie Toro, Kak
MHOTOYHCJIeHHBIEe 3aKTMHATETN 3aKITUHAHUYN IOKUHYIH e€. Mep/iIuH n3HavyaabHO MOAYMbIBAT O
CO3[aHUY 3aKJIMHAHUS IEPBOTO YPOBHS, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ITepegyMall u3-3a HeXBaTKU BPeMeHH,
TaK KaK ero co3gaHue 3aHsiI0 Okl OOUH WX JBa THS.

Peruon TemHO¥M Maruu He OBIII MECTOM, TTie OH MOT HAJOJITO 3afepKaThcs. [ Hero ObII0 OB
JIydIlle YUTH U IePEMECTUTHLCS B APYTOe MeCTO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, ¥ TOJIKO TOT[a OH [OJIXKEH
IIONIBITAThCS CO37aTh 3aKJIMHAHNE [TIEPBOTO YPOBHS.

MepnuH cTonKHYJCS ¢ EneHoit, Korga oH Beixogun u3 bamuu Bonme6HrKa Jleo. Kasanoch, 4To oHa
XKnana MepnvHa crienuanbHo.

«BomnmeO6HUK MepnuH».

EneHa mopgorma K MepiuHy, OHa BRITTIAAeIa HEMHOTO HEPeIIuTeIbHO.
«Bomnme6nura Enexa, 4To-To HE TakK?»

Mepmuii cBE 6POBU, PA3MBIIIUISIS O TOM, YTO MOTJIO ITIOKTH He TakK.

Enena BHe3amHO IMOOHSIA TOJIOBY, C TaKUM BHIOOM, KaK GYJITO OHa pelllnjia OJId cebst 4TO-TO. 3aTEM
OHa THUXO CIIPOCHJIA:

«Bomme6ruk MepnuH, ecnu y Te6st 6yOeT BO3MOXKHOCTb CTaTh 3aKJIMHATEIEM [TIEPBOTO YPOBHS B
OynyiieM, He OgyMaelllb U THl CeJIaTh MEHS CBOMM IIOMOILITHUKOM?»

«I'm...»

MepnuH BHITISIAEN CMYIIEHHBIM. [Touemy Enena u JlaypuaKa 06a CUMTAIOT, YTO MepIuH OTHAXKIH
CTaHeT 3aKnIMHaTEeNeM ITePBOT0 YPOBHS? Mu, MOXKeT ObITh, Y HUX 3aKOHYUJTUCh BAPUAHTHI?

HesaBucrMo 0T NpUUuHEL, OBUIO SCHO, YTO Mep/uH HUKOIIa He CMOXKET YOOBJIETBOPUTH IPOCLOY
Enensl. [ToaToMy OH ITOKaydas roJIOBOM U CKa3al:

«Bomme0Onutia Enena, y MeHs eCTh TOMOIIHUK. OT0 BomnmeOnulia JlayprHKa, KOTOPYIO paHee
BuIcIanu u3 Peruona Temuon Maruu.»

MepnuHy Hedero ObIIO CKPHIBAThL IpaBay o Jlaypunke. OnHaKo Ha nuile EleHB TPOMeIbKHYIIO0
pa3oyapoBaHUe, KOT[a OHa yCJbllllaja 3TO UMA. 3aTeM OHa II0KadaJjia F0JI0BOU U OTBETHIIA:
«Bomnmie6HuIa JlaypuHKa ornepeguia MeHs... YTo X, Telepb s HUYero He MOTY II0feJIaTh, IIOCKOJIbKY
y Bonmre6HrKa MepnuHa yxke eCcTb TOMOLTHUK. Boiock, HaM MPUAETCS JOJIr0 0CTAaBAThCSI CHAPYXKH,
KaK TOJIbKO MbI ToKuHeM Peruon TemHol Maruu. Ecnu Bonime6HuK MepnuH Korga-nu6o OymeT B
[TnaBatomem ['opope, He 3a0yabTe 3arnsaiHyTh K CeMbe [leTbMaHa ¥ HalTH MeHs! »

MepnuH KUBHYJ U TIOHAT, YTO EfleHa meMOHCTpPUpPyeT cBou foOphkle HaMepeHHs.

O06a oHu HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi MpofoIKanu 00/ITaTh, Tpexae yeM EneHa nmokunyia baliHio
Bomme6HUKOB ¢ HECKOIBKUMU APYTUMH 3aK/IMHATEISIMHU.

MepnuH ornsimesics BOKpyr bamHu BoniieOHUKOB U YBUOET, YTO MHOTOUKMCIEHHbIE 3aK/INHATeIN
3aKJIMHAHUY OBUTAIOTCA B cemke. XoTsa Pernon TeMHoM Maruu 00BSIBHUII, YTO IOJIS IOOTOTOBKH



OCTAaJIOCh TPHU OHSA, IIOYTHU IIOJIOBHHA 3aknInHaTenen yiin eH.Ié B HepBBIfI OEHE.

MepnuH TOXe He cTan 3agepxuBaThcsa. Ha camom pmene, OH HanpaBnisaics K OTPOMHOMY
Pynuuyeckomy Maruueckomy Kpyry B 1ieHTpe Peruona TemHol Maruu, moToMy 4TO € [UHCTBEHHBIN
crocob MOKUHYTH €r0 - 9TO TPAaHCIOPTUPOBKa Yepe3 PyHuueckue Maruyeckue Kpyru.

XoTss MepnuH yXke [aBHO OIpeaenuics, Kakou Kpyr BeIOpaTh, Ha caMOM fefie He OblI0 HUKAKOTO
Pynuyeckoro Maruueckoro Kpyra, KOTOpBI# MOT OBl TPQHCIIOPTUPOBATh €TI0 HEIIOCPEICTBEHHO U3
Peruvona TemHo# Maruu B mo0yi0 TOYKY ropofa-rocymapcTsa IIpakari. [laxke PyHudyeckuit
Maruueckuid Kpyr B Kypackux ropax gonyckas TOIbKO OGHOCTOPOHHMM BX0of B Pernon TemHOM
Marumu.

Brnuxaiimas Toyka mepeMenieHus K ropoay IIpakarr Haxogunachk PSgOM ¢ HEOOJIBIINM T'OPOIKOM
IuTac.

[Ba cuiyaTa TUXO CTOSITIM CPeOy KPacHOT'0 KJIEHOBOTO Jieca. OOuH U3 HUX OBLI OIeT B CBOEOOPa3HYIO
OHeXMy - MIMHHYI0 YEPHYI0 MaHTHIO C OOIBIINM KAIIIOIIOHOM, KOTOPHIN 3aTEHS IIOYTH BCE €T0 JIUIIO.

«Hun, Tebe JIydlie Ha 3TOT Pa3 KYIIUTh KAaYE€CTBEHHBI€ TOBAPHI OJISA MEHA, IIOTOMY YTO ThI TAK CPOYHO
MeHs mo3Baj. He 3acTaBisi MeHS TOPOIIUTBCA CIO[A M3-3ad €PYHIOBI, KaK B HpOI.T.IHI:II;I pa3.»

Yernosex B ‘-IépHOM TIJIalle CKa3aJl PaBHOOYIITHO.

durypa, KoTopas CTOsI/Ia IPSIMO PSOM C YeJIOBEKOM B UEPHOM IIjIallle, Obljia Ha yAHUBIIeHUE
Bonmeonukom Humom u3 Pervona Temuol Maruu.

Bonme6uuk Hum ycMexHyCs.

«Xex, BrIKca, BBl BCE €I€ He oBepsieTe MHe? Brl He cMOTIH OBl MOCTHYE 3aKIMHATES IIEPBOTO
YPOBHS TakK OBICTPO, eciu Obl MBI He 00beIUHUIIUCH, YTOOH YOUTHL CTOJIBKO 3aKJIMHaTeNel B Pernone
Temuo# Maruu. ITocnymaiiTe MeHs, 51 yBEPEH, YTO B 3TOT pa3 5 IPUHECY BaM OTPOMHYIO MTPUOLLIb. »

Bomnme6HuK B 4EPHOM IIJTallle 3agyMasicsi 06 3ToM Ha MTHOBEHUE, ITPeX/ie YeM CIIPOCHIT:

«Hwur, ThI MHE Hamucasl, YTO eCTh 3aKJIUHATeb IeCTH CTUXUM. ThHI, JOMKHO OBITH, LITYTHIIIE,
3aKnuHaTenb ecTtu cTuxuil B Pernone TemHou Maruu?»

BripaxeHnue nuiia Bonme6nrka Huma nCKa3uiock, KOrma OH CKa3all TUXUM TOJI0COM: «f Korma-
HUOyOb Nran BaM? ITOT 3aKJIMHATEND IIIECTH CTUXUH, Xe-Xe, IIOBEPUTE JIX BHl MHE, €C/TH 51 CKaxXy BaM,
4yTOo OH OblI OpopsguuM Bomie6HMKOM rof Ha3afn? Xex, s yxKe Moy3HaBasl o HeM. OH U3 ropoga
[Tpakati, 109TOMy OH 00s3aTeIbHO IPUOET Clofa Yepe3 PyHnyeckuit Marudeckuit Kpyr B Peruone
TemHo#t Maruu. Yoelte ero, ¥ Mbl CMOXKEM IIOJTyYUTh HEOXKUIAHHBEIE Pe3YIbTATHI».

Bonme6HuK B ‘-IépHOM IIallle He OTBETUI. BMeCcTo 3TOro oH nepeBéH B3rJidn Ha eJBa 3aMEeTHOe MeCTO
B KJIEHOBOM JIECY.

«2KyxxKaHne, KyXKKaHUE, KYKKAHUE»,

Bre3zamnnHo 3aropeniucCek TAaMHCTBEHHBIE DYHEI, X B KIIEHOBOM JIECY MTHOBEHHO ITOSABUIICSA CHITY3T.



«A BOT U OH!»

I'na3a Bonme6OHrKa Huma TyT ke 3aropenuck mpo0IecKoM 3HTy3ha3Ma.

«Buryx».

MepnuH nossuscs u3 Pyaundyeckoro Maruueckoro Kpyra. XoTs 3To Obljia moe3fKa Ha fanbHue
paccTosHus, Mep/uH He YyBCTBOBaJI HUKAKOTO AUCKOMGOpTa.

«DTO MOMKHO OBITH KJIEHOBBIY JIeC 3a IpeaeaMu ropoma [Iurtac?»

HactpoeHnue MepnuHa ynydIIniIoch, KOT{la OH OTJISAEN KpacHbIe KJIeHOBHIE IEPEBhS, TOKPHIBAIOIIIE
XOJIMBI. DTO OBIJI IEPBHIM Pa3, KOTAa s BUIEN TaKKWe 3aXBaThIBaIOIIue Mei3axkiu.

«XM?»
Bre3amHo MepnuH 3aMeTus Baajaeke aBe QUIypsl, OMHOM U3 KOTOPHIX Obl1 Bome6uuk Hum.

MepnuH Bce ellé MOMHUIT TOT ieHb B BamrHe Pecypcos, Korma Bonme6Huiia Puniuc nepepgana emMmy
coobmenue oT BonmebHrKa XoiMca, HallOMUHalollee eMy ocTeperaTthcst Bonme6uruka Huma. Tem He
MeHee, OH He 0XKHAall BCTPeTuTh BonmebHrka Huma 3meck.

MepnuHa He Gecrnokousn BomnmeOHUK Hul, HO OH MOT 4yBCTBOBATh OMMACHOCTH, UCXOMSIIYIO OT
YyeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIM CTOSIJI PSIOM C HUM - TOTO, KTO OBIJT OMET B YEPHHIM IIJTalll.

«Bomnuie6HUK MeprnuH, Kakoe coBnageHnue! Bol ToIbKO 4TO MOKUHYMHM Peruon TemHol Maruu? A
TOJIbKO TIpUeXall ciofja u cobupancs yexaTh ¢ BonmmeOHuKOM BEIKCOI. »

Xots ¢ Bomme6uukom HumoM He OBIIIO HUYETO CTPAHHOTO, OH BBITJISIET HEOORYalHO «yOUBIEHHBIM»
1 «BOCTOP2KEHHBIM», KOTfla OBICTPO IIEN K MepnuHy.

«0, aTo T8I, Bonmebuuk Humn. kakoe coBnamenue NeiCcTBUTEILHO! »

MepnuH noka3an yIb0Ky Ha CBOEM JIUIIE, XOTS OH IIBITAJICS Ka3aThCS CIIOKOMHEBIM, ITOCKOJIBKY OH
TaK¥Ke YCKOPWJI LIar U MoIéen K Bommebuuky Humy.

Cnalwitt 611eCK MEJIbKHYJI Ha ri1a3ax BommeOnuka Humna. 3aTeM, CJIOBHO Y HET0O He XBaTaslo BpEMEHH,
OH YCKOPHJI TEMII eIll€ Gobliie.

«JlecsiTb METPOB, BOCEMb METPOB, IISITh METPOB, TPX MeTpa...»

YrneiOKka Bce elné Bucesa Ha nulle MepiuHa, HO OH MOJT4a CYMTAJl PaCCTOSTHUE U K[aJjl, II0Ka OH He
OKaXKeTCs BCero B TPEX MeTpax oT BommeOnuka Huna.

«Atakal!»
Bes npengynpexnenus MepiuH B3MaxHyJI PYKOU B BO3AyXe.
«TEéMHBIN TyMaH!»

Mognens 3aknuHauuit Témuoro TymaHa Oblnla BHe3alHO BeI3BaHa Custoit PasyMa, U OH OKPYXKUJI



Bonme6urka Huia u 4enoBeka B IIalle.

B HacTos1IEe BpeMsi Mep/ivH He MOT COTBOPHUTH YCUIEHHYI0 Bepcrio TEMHOTO TyMaHa, MOCKOJIbKY OH
elll€ TPUK[IBI He UCII0Ib30Ball 00bIYHyI0. OmHaKO 00kYHOT0 TéMHOTO TyMaHa OBIJIO HOCTATOYHO,
yToOB! BosmeOHuK Hum Bran B UIIIIO3UIO.

«Yucte Yoap Monauu!»

OTpOMHaH CeTh MOJIHHM MIHOBEHHO yIiana C He0a, MOJTHOCTHIO ITOKPEIBAA Bonme6nuka Huna u
YeJIOBEKa B T-IépHOM IIjIaImre.

[TomuMo Ypapa MonHuY, 3a HECKOJIBKO CEKYHT Iepen MepauHOM MOSBUNIUCE AeCATKA OTHEHHBIX
[ITapoB. Cpexu HUX 61710 HECKONMBbKO Bosbimux OrHeHHbIX I11apos.

«Bmepén!»
MepnuH yKa3an, 1 gecsaTku nansaiux OrHeHHbx [IlapoB HeMeyieHHO 1oneTeNnu B TEMHBIM TyMaH.
«CBHCT».

BHe3amnHo B Bo37yXe pa3falics TpOMKUY LIyM. MepnuH cpa3y MOYyBCTBOBAJI CUJIBHYIO YIPO3y, KOTHa
ero Cuna Pasyma ynoBuia cunbHbe KoebaHus dneMeHTaner Betpa. Bckope B HalpaBIeHUH
MepnuHa noneTena cTpena.

MepnuH MTHOBEHHO y3HAJI 3TO 3aKiIuHaHue. ITo Obin dpocTHEM Betep Tuna Betpa [1epBoro ypoBHS,
KOTOPHIN OBLT Upe3BbIYaliHO MOIITHEIM. Mep/iiH paHee CTaJKUBaJICS C HUM, KOT{la OH O0POJICS IPOTUB
Bonme6uuka JloaHa Ha KOH(pEpPEeHINUH.

«3emngHas Ctpaxal»

OnemeHTanu BeTpa TakXkKe [TOSBUNIUCH BOKPYT Tejla MepnuHa. 3aTeM OH OBICTPO IPUMEHUT
Yckopenue u 3eMngHyo CTpaxy U MOAHSJ KPENKYI0 3alllUTHYIO CTEHY BOKPYT cebs.

TeMm He MeHee, ApocTHEIN BeTep OB BEIIYINEH Y€JI0BEKOM B UEPHOM ILIallle, YTO 0OBACHSATIO,
moueMy Ha Hero He moBnusn Teémubl Tyman. Ero Cuna Pasyma Ovlyia HaCTONIBKO CUIbHA, YTO
npobuna Témuei Tyman MepnuHa, u BEIOpOCUIa 3aK/IMHAHUE.

Paspgancs 3ByK B3phIBa, ycTpoenHOro OrHenHbsiMu [llapamu Mepnuna. Korpa mansiiee miaMs
paccesiioch BOKPYT, A3BIKYM OTHS 3aXKTJIM Cyx1e KJIEHOBBIE JIUCThSI Ha 3eMiie. Ha CeKyHy OroHb
nogHsCca K HeOy, Kak OyYOTO OH IIBITAJICS C3Kedb BeCh KJIEHOBHIH Jiec.

«B3pEIB».

fApocTHE BeTep MOILTHOM BOJIHOM 00PYIIWICS Ha CTeHY nepel MepnuHoM, u 06€3XKajI0CTHO CJIoMaJl
€€, Ipexk/e YeM OH HayaJl ABUraThCs B CTOPOHY MepnuHa. K cuacThio, MepnuH GBI XOPOIIO
TIOATOTOBJIEH - OH 3HaJI, YTO UMETh [eJI0 C 3aK/IMHaHUEM IIePBOTO YPOBHS OBIJIO HEJIETKOW 3afayei.
[Tocne Toro, kak OH co37an HeCKOJIbKO 3eMHBIX CTpakel MOAPS[, YCUJIeHHas BepCUs 3eMHOU
Ctpaxu Oblla HaKOHEIl JOCTYIIHA, YTOOBl 0TPa3uTh ApoCTHEIN BeTep.

[Tocrne aToro u Mep/nuH, ¥ YeJI0BEeK B UEPHOU MaHTHH, ITonaBiui B TéMHEINM TyMmaH, Oosiblle He
IIPOU3HOCUIIY 3aKJIMHaHUN. Mep/IuH 0CTOPOXKHO cMoTpen Brepén. Korma Témusiii TymaH B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB PACcCesICS U IJIaMsl IIOraciio, U3HYTPH MOSIBUIACh purypa.

OTa ¢urypa npuHajaaexasa 4eJ0BeKy B YEPHOM Iijalle. TeM He MeHee, Ha ero Tejie He OblI0



HUKAKUX MPU3HAKOB 0YEBHUOHBIX TPaBM. OueBUgHO, YTO HU TéMHBIN TymaH, HU Bonbuioi OTHEHHBIH
[ITap, KOoTOpHIM MepNKH UCIIONIb30BaJ, He OKa3ajii HUKAKOT0 BIUSHUS Ha HETO.

Opnako Bomme0Onuk Hum He ObIn 671aT0CIOBIIEH TOM Ke caMoy cynmb0oi. OH BITaa B UIITIO3UI0 B TOT
MOMEHT, Korga MepiuH okyTan ero TéMHBIM TyMaHOM U OBIT 2K€CTOKO YOUT MOIITHEIM B3PHIBOM,
co3panHbIM necsiTkamu OrHeHHEBIX [IlapoB. OTOHB CXKET ero TPyl A0 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH.

Bce, uTo cmenan MepinuH, - 3TO CIIOKOMHO B3TJISIHYJT HA MEPTBOe Tejio Bommebnuka Hua, npexne
YeM OH COCPEeHOTOYMI CBOM B3TJISI Ha YeJIoBeKe B YEPHOU MaHTUM. Ero MpOTUBHUK, KOTOPOTO
npurnacun Bomme6uuk Hun, cMor pa3eirpats ApocTHM BeTep 6€3 0coOBIX yCuuii. 9To 03Havarlo,
yT0 Bomme6HuK Humm moBepsiyi 3TOMy CKPHITOMY Y€JIOBEKY, ¥ OBlla BEICOKAsI BEPOSITHOCTH TOTO, YTO
OH OBUT 3aK/IMHATENIEM ITEPBOTO YPOBHS.

«Benguwii Hum, oH ORI TAKUM UOHEOTOM!»

YesoBeK B I1allle CKa3al MeIJIEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM.
«Mopo3!»

«fpocTHEIl BeTep!»

Onu 06a 0OMEHSIIHCh B3rnsggaMu. CUIbHEIE KoneOaHusT JIeMeHTanen 3aCBE€PKaAJId Ha UX TeJlaX,
Impezxne 4eM OHH Ha4aJld YUTATh CBOU 3aKJIIMHaHWA OJHOBPEMEHHO. B ogHO MrHOBEHNE 3aK/IMHAHUE
JIEOAHOTO THUIla U 3aKJIMHaHKE BETPOBOI'O THUIIa 3aTMUIIN Hebo u IIOKPHIJIK 3EMIIIO.
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