MepnuH 0CMOTpPEN TeJo IIaMaHa ¢ momoibio Cukl Padyma u cpa3y oO0HapyKuJl KOJIbIIO Ha Iablle
CTapuKa. DTOT CEeIOBIACHIM CTAPUK MOT OBITH TOJTBKO 3aK/IMHATENIeM HadyaabHOTO YPoBHS. OH CMOT
TIOCTPOUTD OfIHY MM iBe Mopenu 3aK/IMHAHUM, TO3TOMY OH HE MOT OBITH TaKUM CUJIBHBIM. ET0
MOTYIIECTBO, BEPOATHO, 3aKJII04aJIOCh B HACJIeAUH IIaMaHa.

TakuM 00pa30M, 11e/1bi0 MepnuHa ObIIO Hacjenne OPeBHEero IaMaHa.
B3s1B KOJIBIIO B CBOIO PYKY ¥ MCIOIB3yst Cumy Pasyma MepiuH cpa3y Ke IMOTPy3uIICS B KOJNBIIO.

B Kosbiie OBIT0O OTPOMHOE TPOCTPAHCTBO. KOMbII0 CeMOBIacoro cTapuka ObIIO maxke JIydlle, YeM TO,
KOTOpoe Mep/uH MOJTy4YuI OT CTapuKa JThL. [IpoCTpaHCTBO B HEM GBITIO GOJTBIIE B HECKOIBKO Pa3.
Bornee Toro, 65110 MHOKECTBO IIPEIMETOB, 3AMOJTHAIOMINX ITPOCTPAHCTBO OO KPAeB.

Tam ObIJI0 HECKOTBKO CTPAHHBIX MHI'PEOUEHTOB [JIS 3€JIMH, HO B OCHOBHOM OBIIIH AparolleHHbIE
KPUCTAJTBl CTUXWM ¥ MHOTO Pa3HEBIX BEIel, a TaKXkKe 3allMCKYU 3aKIuHaTenel 3aKInHaHuu.

MepnuH clny4aiHO B3TISHY Ha 00JTI0KKY KHUTY U 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO 9TO OBLI OMBIT 3aK/IMHATEIS U3
OrHeHHOrO0 Topopa.

OrHeHHBIN TOPOA TaKkKe ObIT OpraHu3anuel 3aknuHatened BOmu3u Pernona Temuo# Maruu.
[TockombKy 3Ta KHUTA OBIJIa B pyKaX CEe0BIAaCOT0 CTapukKa, MOXKHO OBIJIO MPEANoI0XKUTh, YTO
3aKknuHaTeNnb 3aKJIMHaHUK CKOpee BCero yMep OT PyK IIaMaHa.

Yewm Gosnblile MepauH CMOTPEN Ha Bellld B KOJblle, TeEM OOJIbIIIE OH YAUBIISAJICS. ITOT CENOBIACHIH
CTapuK MOT ITOOLIBATh BO MHOTHX MECTAaX, HaXOMSIIUXCS MMof BausHrueM OpraHu3anuii 3akIuHaTeleun.
Kpowme Toro, oH yxke yOun HeCKONbKO 3aknuHaTened. bponsune BonmeOHUKY pefKo, KOrfa uMeu
MHOTO Pa3HBIX MAardyeCKUX Belel, MTOCKOJIbKY OHU He OBy O0raThHIME. B oTiIHYue 0T HUX
3aknuHaTenu 3aknuHaHuM U3 OpraHu3anuy 3aKjIrHaTeNled UMeIu BCce BUObl JIeMeHTalbHBIX
KPUCTAJIINYECKUX KaMHeW ¥ UHTPEeIUEeHTOB [JIs 3eJIUH.

OSTH Bemy ObIM GECIIOIe3HHI IJIS CeIOBIAaCOT0 CTapHUKa, IIOCKOJIbKY OH, BEPOSTHO, He ObIJT XOPOII B
IIOCTPOeHnu Momenu 3aKIMHaHUHU.

Temeps, Korma CeoOBIaCH CTapuK ObIT MePTB, MepuH OBITT TEM, KOMY OOCTAIUCh €T0 BEIIH.

[ToTpaTuB HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Ha IIOMCKH, Mep/IuH TakK ¥ He HallleJl HacJle[CTBa IllaMaHa. B KombIle

OBLIIO CITUIITKOM MHOTO Belllei, ¥ 4TOOH HaWTH ero moTpedoBasoch OBl MHOTO BPEMEHH, ITI03TOMY OH
BBIHBIPHYJT U3 Kojblla. OH IJTaHKPOBAJI UCKATh Haceque He CIella Iocje Bo3BpallleHus B Peruox

TemHoU Maruu.

MepnuH cupsTan KOIbIO, 3aTeM BCTPeTUscs ¢ XonMmcoM, Punnuc u Jlaypuakon B3riagaoM. OgHako
OHM HUYETO0 He CKa3a/u. B KoHIle KOHI[OB, CEJOBNIAaCHY CTapUK OBIJT yOUT OMHUM TOIBKO MepnuHoM, C
OTPOMHBIM PHCKOM [7Ig XKU3HU. [I03TOMY BCe 4TO OH HAIIEJI €CTECTBEHHO NIpUHaAiekano MepiuHy.
He 0b1710 HEOOXOIMMOCTH HabHEHIIero 00CyKIeHus 3TOT0 BOIIPOCa.

MepnuH MedjIeHHO BCTaJl ¥ CJieTKa KOCHYJICS ciiuHBL. OcTpas 00Jb IpoH3uIa Tejlo MepiuHa, HO 10
KpailiHel Mepe KPOBOTeUeHNEe OCTaHOBUIIOCh. ITO KOCBEHHO MOKa3ajl0, HACKOJIbKO KPeIKUM OBLI0
Teno MeprnuHa.

«Bomme6nura Jlaypunka, Bonme6uuiia Punmuc, B B IOpPsSgKe?»

MepnuH nocMoTpen Ha JlaypuHky u Punnuc, 06e BHTIsAgeny 671eqHEIMU, IOTOMY YTO OBLIM paHEHHI
Jlygamu TbMBI, TOYHO TaK e, Kak MepJiuH, KOTOPBIY 3HaJ, HACKOJIBKO 3T0 601bHO. UM moTpebyeTcs



MHOTO BpEMeHU, YTOOHI IPUUTH B CEOSI.
«MHI B nopsgke.»
OO6e BCcTanmu, IpofoIXKas IepXKaThCs 3a CBOM IIOBPeXKIeHHBIE YaCTHU Tefla.

EnwHCTBEHHBIM He ITOCTPafaBIIAM 37ech Obln BonmmeOHMK X0IMC, HO BEIPaKeHHe ero Juia OBIIo
IOBOJIBHO CITOKHBIM. Korma MeprnuH BepHyT miai] Bonme6Huky XonMcy, BblpakeHue ero Iuila
IIOTEMHEJIO eIlé CHUJIbHEee.

«41 Tepsio Gosbllle, YeM 5 MOJIydalo Ha 9TOT pas ...»

XommMc Tuxo mpobopMoTast. OTa MaHTUS CTOMIIA OOJIbIIE CTa BKIa#OB. [laxke eCJIi OHY BHITOJTHUIN
CBOIO MUCCHIO Ha 3TOT pa3, OHU IOJIyYaT BCETO MATHAECIT eNUHUI] BKJIa/la, I09TOMY OH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOTePsiy 6ombile, 4eM 3apaboTar.

[Tocne aToro Bonme6HUK X0IMC ITOJHST T'OJIOBY U 3ayMYUBO ITOCMOTpPeN Ha MepnuHa. OH cKasan
0e3 SMOIU:

«Mwuccust OblyTa BHITIOJTHEHA. MHE HYKHO BEPHYTHCS 00pAaTHO B GAIITHIO, TO3TOMY S YX0XKY OTCIOHA.»

Bomme6uuk Xonmc gaxe He 06epHyncs. OH HEMeIIeHHO HaJI0KHUJI CBOe 3aKJTMHAHKE W B30PBal
00710MKH, KOTOpHEIEe OJI0KMpOBasu memiepy. B3sgs ¢ coboit Pumnnuc, onu 06a MOKUHYIH TELepy BMECTeE.

MepnuH MPOCTO ITOKayvas ronoBoi. OH He Bo3pazKall MPOTUB OTHoLIeHus Bonme6Hrka XomMca. Ha
caMoOM [iejie, KpoOMe TOTO, YTO OH OBIJI HEMHOTO BEICOKOMEPHHIM, BosineOHUK X0IMC OB XOPOLIUM
YeJI0BEKOM.

«JlaypuHKa, IOLIIH.»

MepnuH nogpmepxuBan JlaypuHKy ocTOpoXHO. Korga oH cobuparscs yxoouTs, JlayprHKa yKa3alia eMy
Ha cnuHy. MepnuH o0epHYJICS U YBUAE JIIofel, KOTOophle ObLIM MPUBSI3aHEl K KAMEHHEIM CTO/I0aM B
neliepe.

«bym! bym! Bym!»

MepnuH 6pocun HeckKonnbko OrHeHHHBIX [11apoB u B3opBas cTo0w Bapebe3ru. CBsi3aHHbIE
OneMeHTanbHbIE MEYHUKY ¥ 3aKJIMHATENIN BLIPBAUCh HAa CBOOOMY U I'Ty00KO BIOXHYIH BO3OYX.
Kasasnocs, 4To ux XKeCTOKO IbITall Ha 3TUX CTOJI0ax.

«ITomnn.»

MepnuH Oonbiie He 3a00Tuncs 06 3Tux moasx. OH 3aBEPIIU CBOI0 MUCCHIO, U OH MOXKET He
BCTPETHUTH ITUX JIIOAEH B OyOyIIeM.

[Tpoiigsa yepes npoxon, MepnuH u JlayprHKa HaKOHeI] BHIIUIK U3 nemmepsl. Kamac u KaTpuH Bce elie
C TPEBOTOY XK CHAPYXKHU.

«Bomnme6ruK MepnuH, TH Bugen BonmeOnuka ITapuo u OTia?»

[Tocne Toro, kKak MepuH BeilIeN U3 Nelepsl, Kanac HeMeIeHHo [TOAOIIes K HEMY U CIIPOCUII O
cBoeM ot1ie. Jlamonb Kamnaca Oblsia TUIlb CIerKa IOBpeXaeHa B IMellepe, T03TOMY OH IIPOCTO
TIOCTIEIITHO 00ePHYI IOBPEeXIEeHHYIO TafOHb TKAHbBIO.



MepnuH yKa3ajl Ha Melepy ¥ MOHOTOHHO CKa3all:
«Onu B nemniepe. OHU OONIXKHHI OLITH B ITOPSIIKE.»

Kamac o6erdeHHO B3[OXHYI U TOYTUTEIHHO OKIOHUICSA Mepnuny. MepnuH 6pocui B3rjsAn Ha
KaTpuH, KoTOpas BHITJIAAeNa pacTepssHHou. Ee pyka ucdessna. 1o Obl1 00JbIIOH yaap A1 HauBHOU
[EeBYIIKH.

MepnuH Oonblile HU4ero He cka3aj. C JlaypuHKO#M oHU OBICTPO OKKHHYM ropor Jorrnud. OHu
IIJITaHUPOBAIA BEPHYThCA B Peruon TemHoM Maruu, 4To0b IOTy4YUTh Harpagy 3a MUCCHIO.

«CBuct! CBuct!»

[IBa SpKuUX Jly4a CBeTa Meplanu. 3aTeM MepnuH u JlaypuHKa [OIMIATHBASACH, BHIIIY U3 PyHHYeCKOro
Maruueckoro Kpyra.

MepmuH orisiHyIICcS ¥ 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO 3TO IMycTas 3emiisi. OH maxe BUAEN, KaK Yaiku B HeOe
TIPU3EMIISITIUCE Ha Oeper B MOMCKaX ITHUIIH.

«HaKoHel-TO BEpHYIICH ...»

MeprnuH 1noKayas ToJ0BOM U FOPbKO YIBIOHYICSA. XOTS MyTelnecTBre 00paTHO OBLIO TIagKuM, OHU
IIOTPaTU/IM Ha Hero MHOT0 BpeMeHU. K coxaneHuw, TpaBMa JlayprHKY yXyAIIAIach BO BpeMs
II0e3[KY, I03TOMY UM IIPUIIJIOCH OCTAHABIUBATLCA U OTABIXATh.

Bonbiast KameHHast Tabnuyka Pernona TemHOM Maruu cTosifia KpalHE TOPKECTBEHHO Ha 3TOU
roJio¥ 3eMiie. MepyuH BCe ellle MOT SICHO BCIIOMHUTE, KaK OH OBIJ IIOTPSICEH, KOT[Ia BIEPBHIE IIOTMAl B
Peruon TemHou Maruu u yBuzes, Kak YePHBIM KOT BBIIJIBII U3 KAMEHHOU JOCKH.

OpHako, MpoBeas 3[ech moaroga, MepnuH U3 HOBUYKA MPEBPATHUIICS B CUJIBHOTO 3aKJIMHATENS IEeCTH
cTuxui!

«B3gox...»

Kak Tompko MepnuH u JlayprHKa MOJOUUIM K KaMEeHHOM TabIuyKe, U3 He€ BBIIIBII YePHEIM TYMaH U
IIPEBPATHUJIICS B 9HEPTUYHOTO YePHOT'0 KOTa.

«Mormnoasle 3aKIUHATENIH, BE TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYIIUCE C MUCCHH?»
IITHHHBIA XBOCT YEepPHOT'0 KOTa CJIETKa IIOKAYUBAJICA, U OH Ka3aJICsA 3JIETaHTHBIM.

Korma MepnuH yBuen 4epHOTO KOTa, OH He MOT CHepKaTh YIBIOKY, YyBCTBYS ce€0s5T JOBOJIBHO TEILIO,
yBupeB ero. OH IpoIlesT HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIEPEN U BHITAIIMII U3 KOJIbLIA ABa 3JIEMEHTAIbHBIX
KpUCTala JIEqSHOT0 TUIIA pa3MepoM C 0OJIbIIOH masel] Kax b, OH 6POCU XpyCTaabHEIE KAMHU
YEePHOMY KOTY.

«M;{y!»

YepHBIN KOT YKYCHJT 37IEMEHTAJIbHbIN XPYCTalbHbIM KaMeHb, a ee I'la3a HallOTHUIIUCh CTPACThIO.
3aTeM OH 60O 3aXPyCTEN KPUCTAlJIAMU U IIPOTJIOTUTT UX.



«Hemmnoxo. Y HUX 0elCTBUTEILHO XOPOLIKY BKyC. Mosiofoi 3ak/InHaTeNlb 3aK/JIMHAHNY, BEJIUKUU CIP
OunuMocc mpuHeceT Tebe yoauy.»

MepnuH crnerkKa IOKJIOHUIICSA U TUXO CIIPOCHIT:
«0, Benuku# c3p [IuguMoCC, Bbl HE MOXKETe MeHS BCIIOMHUTD?»
«XM?»

YepHBI KOT BHUMAaTENIBHO IOCMOTPEN Ha MepnuHa, Kadasi roJI0BOi. MIrHOBEHUE CIIyCTS CBET
BCITBIXHYJI B €T0 TJla3ax, KOrfga OH TUXO ITPo00pMOTa:

«0, THI HOBUYOK, BonIieOHUK oarona Ha3an. TBoe uMd...?»

YepHBIY KOT, Ka3aJI0Ch, He MOT BCIIOMHUTh UM MepiivHa, 103TOMy MepluH TUX0 OTBETUIT: «YUJICOH
Mepmnus!»

«BepHo, BonmeOHuk Mepmus!»
YepHBlil KOT IOAHAI J1ally ¥ yKa3aa Ha Mepnusaa. OH IPOAOJIXKUIL:

«$1 He 0XKHUOaJ, YTO TOTHAIlIHUM BonmeOHUK-HOBUYOK CTaHeT Bonme6GHUKOM IIeCTH CTUXUN Yepe3
nosiropa ... Hemmnoxo. Benukuu ¢ap [IuguMocc 04eHb J0BOJIEH CTUXUMHBIMUA XPYCTaJIbHEIMU KaMHSIMY,
II09TOMY 51 aM Tebe HEeCKOIbKO I0JapKoB.»

YepHBIF CBET 3aCHSIIT HA TeJle YePHOT0 KOTa. 3aTeM CBET BOPBAJICS MPSMO B TeI0 MepiuHa.
MepmuH OB MOKKHPOBaH. OH He 0XKHUAJ, YTO 3TOT YEPHEIH KOT YBUAUT €T0 OTHUM B3TTISIIOM.

Ecnu Beputh crnoBaM 3akjvHaTens 3aKIUHaHUY, IPUBETCTBOBABIIEro Torga MepnuHta, [Jugumoc
OBbLJI, IO CYTH, YHUKAJIHBIM KUBHIM CYIIECTBOM. MepmuH ObIJT YOUBIIEH, TaK KaK ITPAKTUUYECKU HUYETO
He 3HaJl 0 pyHax. Kak Pynnueckuir Maruyeckuu Kpyr Mor npou3BecTu KU3Hb?

Onnako, BcTpeTuB [Jugumocca eltle pa3, MepiuH OelCTBUTENLHO TOUYBCTBOBAI OT HEro 60raTyio
JKUBYIO aypy, ropasno 6oraue, yueM y TeMHO# BaMIUPCKOM JIeTy4uel MBI, KOTOPYIO OH BCTPETUN B
melepe HeCKOJIbKO THeH Ha3afl.

Korpa 4epHEBIN CBET OT KOTa ITIOTaJ B TeJIo MepiivHa, OH He CMOT yIepXkKaThCs, U Ha MI'HOBEHHUE
B3POTHY]L.

HexkoToprie uamenenus npousouiu ¢ ero Cusnou Pasyma. [lepBoHauanbHO OHA MOTJia OgOEePKUBATh
mecTh Mopenel 3aknuHaHuM, HO 9T0 OBIIO TAXKeNnbM OpeMeHeM [ He€. MiHoraa OBII0 gaxe TPYTHO
ucnonb3oBaTh Cuny Pasyma, korga oHa Obiyia HeoOxopnuMa. Terneps, ocjie TOro KaK YePHHBIN CBET ObLIT
IoryIoileH ero tenoM, Cuna Pasyma MepnuHa, 04eBUAHO, YIYYIINIIacCh, U TEIlepb eMy CTajo Jerye.

ToT (1)aKT, YTO KOT MOT" HETIOCPEOCTBEHHO YBEJIMYUTDH CI/IJ'Iy Pa3yma 3aKJINHAaTeJld, OBIJT BBIIIIE
IIOHUMaHHUA Mepm/IHa. Kakum YHUKAJIBHBIM KHUBBEIM CYIIECTBOM OBITT 9TOT t-IepHI:IIt/'I KOT?

«Bomnuie6HUK MepinuH, TH JOTXKEH BOUTH!»

Junumocc BHIIsAEN HEMHOTO U3My4eHHEIM. OH IIpeBpaTUiICA B YEPHBIM CBET ¥ CHOBA ITOTPY3UJICH B
KaMeHHYI0 TabJIuUKYy.

YBunes, uTo MepiuH Bce ellle olrenoMIieH, JlaypuHKa ciierka Ioxjonana ero 1o miedy. OHa



IIPOKOMMEHTHUPOBAJIA C 3aBUCTIIMBBIM TOHOM:

«BBI UCITOTB30BAJIM TOJIBKO [BA KPUCTAl/la CTUXMUHM, YTOOR 3aCTaBUTh copa [IuauMocca BO3HArpaguTh
Bac. Takc, Takc. B To BpeMs Ovnu 3aknuHATEeNU 3aKITMHAHUM, KOTOPBIE AaBaju capy [uguMoccy
Ky4Ky KpPHUCTaJIJIOB, HO ¢9p [IUANMOCC He BO3HArpaXxmuai ux.

MepnuH 3agyM4Y1BO ITOCMOTPEN Ha KaMEHHY0 TaOIMYKy U CJleTKa IOKIOHUCS. XOTsS OH He 3Hall,
YTO 3TO 3a KHUBOE CYIIeCcTBO, [JUaUMOCC, OH, 0UeBUIHO, 3aMeTUI, YTo MepluHy CpOYHO HyKHa Cuia
Pasyma, u, Takum o6pa3oM, yBenuuui ero Oco3HaHue.

ITaxke ecu UCIIOIH30BaTh IIPOMEKYTOYHOE 3aK/IMHAHNE MeOUTALUK pa3yMa, eMy ITOHag00MII0Ch Ok,
10 KpaitHe! Mepe, HECKOJIBKO MecsIieB, 4To0w ero Cuta Pasyma yBenuuuiach Ha CTOIBKO.

3aTeMm MepnuH u JlaypuHka moctanu cBou Temuble Bonme6ubie Korblla ¥ aKTUBUPOBAJIM Ha HUX
3arafioyHble PyHbl. MTHOBEHHO CTOJIII CBeTa OKyTal MepinuHa u JlaypuHKYy.

Onu 00a ucye3nu B MTHOBEHUE OKa ...
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