3aMOK OB/ TIOJIOH IITyMa U BOJIHEHUS. KpacuBo ofeTrie MagaM coOupauch rpymnmnaMu, o6cyxmas,
KaKue [yxu OBIIM JIydllle, a KaKue IiaThs - 0ojee MopgHbIMU. OHM OonTanu 6e3 yMOJIKY.

Mexny TeM, OONBIINHCTBO 3PEJIBIX aPUCTOKPATOB OBIIN MeXAy co00i 3HaKOMHBI. OHU cOOpaIuch
BMECTEe U pas3roBapuBajy IPYT C IPYrOM Ha Majo¥ I'POMKOCTH.

3a 06eleHHBIM CTOJIOM B 3aMKe ObII0 MHOTO ()PYKTOB ¥ HAMUTKOB. [17100K pa3pe3any Ha KyCOYKH U
TIOMeIllaii Ha Tapesiky. [oOpHUYHEIEe OBUIM 3aHSATH, JOCTABIISAS TapeaKu ¢ GPYKTaMU UM HalUTKaMU
apuCTOKpaTaM.

I'pad CenuH TakXke MOBOJILHO APY2Ke00HO Pa3roBapuBall C HECKOIBKUME MYKYHHAMU CPETHUX JIeT.

BresamHo k rpady Cenuny OBICTPO IOHOIIEN PHILIAPh U YTO-TO TUXO CKa3ajl. 3aTeM rpad CenuH
T'POMKO XJIOIIHYJI B JIQMIOIIM, ¥ BCKOpPe 3ast 3amosyain. I'pad CenuH rpoMKo o0bsiBuil: «CeromHs s
OPraHu30BaJl 9TOT YKUH C €efUHCTBEHHOU 11eJIbI0 - I03PaBUTh YUJICOHA MepiirHa, KOTOPHY HEJaBHO
ctan 6aporoM B ropope IIpakari. Tenepb 6apoH MepnuH TPUOBII. »

Kak TOnbKO OH 3aKOHYHUII CBOHU CJ10Ba, MepsvH 1 ABpPUJI BOLJIX B 3aJ1 IO, PYKOBOACTBOM I'OPHUYHOU.

MrHoOBeHHO MHOTOYHCJIEHHEIE B3TJISIObl ObI/IM HAlpaBiieHsl Ha MepiauHa u Appui. C Tex mop, Kak
MepnuH CcTan 3aK/JIMHATEeNIeM 3aKJIMHAHUN, OH Bcerma OBl ayieraHTeH. TeM BpeMeHeM ABpuil Oblia
IIOTPsicalollle KpacuBOM OT IIPHUPOJILI, OHA MOTJIa CTaTh IIEHTPOM BHUMaHUS, Kyfa Okl OHa HH IIOIIIa.

[Tostomy, Korga MeprnuH 1 ABpUJI BOLUIM B 3aJI, MHOTHE apUCTOKPATH! OBIJIN OIIEJIOMJIEHEL.
«Cap rpad, 3T0 MOs HeBecTa, ABpui!»
Mepnus npusen ABpun K rpadgy CenvHy u IpencTaBuil ee.

I'pad CenuH IpoCcTO KUBHYJ, 3aTEM yKa3al Ha MyKUYWHY CPEOHUX JIeT B YePHOM I1aJIbTO PSIAOM C HUM
u npencTasun ero: «bapor MepnuH, 910 BUKOHT Padasns!»

JIromu, KOTOpEIE Haxoounuch 61u3ko K rpady Cenuny, OBIIH, €CTECTBEHHO, HE OOBIYHEIMU JTIOIbMHU.
BukoHT, OBUT TUTYJIOM BHIIIe OapOHA, U, CJIENOBaTEIbHO, JOJIXKEeH ObITh YEJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM OKa3all
CUJIbHOE BIIUSTHYE Ha BeCh ropop [Tpakari.

I'pad CenuH mpencTaBuI 3TUX i0fel MepnuHy, YTOOB TIOMOYb €My IT0-HACTOSIIEMY ITOOOIITAThCS C
apucTokpataMu B ropope IIpakarii.

«3T10 BUKOHT IlIpem»

«2T0 BUKOHT Jlecmnu.»

I'pad CenuH mo3HakoMusl MepiuHa ¢ MIeCThI0 apUCTOKPATaMU, BCe OHM OBIJIM BUKOHTaMU. MepiIuH
TaKXKe 3HaJl, YTO OHM OBIIM BaXKHLIMU JTIIOObMHU B ropope [Tpakamr. [Tognep:kaHue OpyKeCKUX
OTHOIIEHUY C HUMU IIPUHECIIO ObI OOJIBIIYIO MOJIh3Y ¥ CEMbe YUIJICOHOB.

Takum o6pa30M, MepJ’II/IH BEXKIJINBO YJ'IBIGHYJ'ICH WM B OTBET OJHOMY 3a OPYT'HUM.

OTH BUKOHTHI He CMeJu OBITh TPYOBIMHU, TaK Kak rpad CeNlnuH IpaBUIbHO IPECTaBUN ero. bosee
TOTO, B CBSI3M C MHIMAEeHTOM rpada CenuHa B 3aMKe, X0Ts Obl7la BBEIeHa XKeCTKas 6J10Kaa, UM BCE
3Ke coo0Ianuch HEKOTOPEIE TOOPOOHOCTH.



Takum o6pa3oM, x0Tst MepiuH GblT TPOCTO 6APOHOM, HY ONUH BUKOHT HE OCMEJTUIICS OBl €r0
HEIOoOLeHUTh. Bce OHM CTapaluCh OAPYKUTb C HUM, YTOOBI OCTABUTh XOPOIllee BIIeYaTIeHue Ha
CUJIBHOTO, HO 3arafloOYHOr0 3aKIMHATes 3aKJIMHAHUM.

MepnuH He IPUBHIK K TAKOMY CJI02KHOMY 00111eCTBEHHOMY COOBITHIO. [I0rOBOPUB HEKOTOPOE BPEMS C
JIIOIBMU, OH OTOIIIEJI B CTOPOHY U B351JT HEMHOTO (PPYKTOB, UTOOHI TOECTE.

[To cpaBHEHMIO C TPYOHOCThI0O MepIuHa afanTHPOBAThCS K CUTyaluu, ABpun Obuto mpomle. Ciepsa
OHa OYEHb HepBHMUYAJIA, HO BCe-TaKU POAUIIach B JBOPSIHCKOU ceMbe. B BiskyoTep-cutu oHa
IpUHKMaJla y4acTHe, 110 KpalHel Mepe, B HECKOJTbKUX OQUIMaNbHEIX 00efax, MofmoOHEIX 3TOMY.

B HacTosIIee BpeMst ABPHUI OTBJIEKIIM HECKOJIBKO MajgaM U maM. II0CKOIbKY BCeM OHa IMOHPABHUIACK,
MaMbl 3aMlaBaJii el BONPOCH 0e3 mepepriBa. MHOTMa OHa M3[aBajia MeJIOOUYHEIA CMeIIoK. IToxoxe,
el OBLJIO BeceJlo.

MepnuH nNpuIIypusicsa 1 ocMoTpen 3ajl. OH He Hallle]l CTapuka B 4YepHOU ofexXfe B Tonme. [locre
TOTO, KaK MepnuH noceTu1 CTapuka HECKOJIBKO OHEH Ha3al, OH IOTePSJI BCe HOBOCTU O CTapuKe.

«bapoH MepiuH, YTO THI UIEITh?»

I'pad CenuH, Ka3anoCch, HEMHOTO BHIIUI. Ero nmuio 01710 SPKO-KpacHbIM. OH PeITu IPOUTHCH, YTOOH
130aBUTHCS OT aJIKOTOJILHOTO OTIbSTHEHHUS.

"Huuero. I[IpocTo g He BUAEN CTaprdKa B YEPHOU ofexkpe. 1 HeMHOTO BOJIHYIOCh, BOT U BCE.»
MepnuH IpoCcTo CKasasl 3To.

Fpa<1) CenuH crierka 1mokadvas rojaoBoi 1 6eCIIOMOIIHO CKa3all: <<qupa S IIOCJIAJI CBOETr0 9YeJI0OBEeKa
IIPUTJIaCUTE €r0, HO €T0 CIIyXKaHKa CKa3adJla, YTO OH BCE €Ill€ OTObIXa€eT. OH He X0YeT HUKOTO BUIEThH.»

Crapuk B 4YepHOU ofexnae OblI HEMHOT'O TOPH ¥ OTUYKAeH. XOTsI OH ObIJT BCETo JIUIIh OyKIaI0IIUM
Bonme6HrkOoM, MepnuH BCerfia 3amMedas FroOpaoCTh CTaprKa B 4epHOU omexae. CTapuk B YePHOU
oflexkjie HUKOTTIa He JII00UIT MOg0OHEIX COOPHIIL.

Haxe ecnmu O6bl CTapuKy OBLIO XOPOIIO, OH He IPUCOeNUHUIICS Obl K TAKOMY YKUHY, HE TOBOPS YXKe 0O
TOM, YTO OH OBLJI PaHEH U IONPAaBIISIIC.

«Orerr, 6apoH MepiuH.»

Komaugup Kyk CTOSITT psiioM ¢ HUMKU HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3ajl. BMmecTe ¢ HUM OBITT apHCTOKPAT,
KOTOPBIM BBITTISIAEN HEMHOTO IIYXJIBIM.

Y aToro myxjoro apucTokparta OBUIM MajleHbKUeE IJ1a3a, U YaCTO UCKPHI CBETA IIPHITaNY B €ro rias3ax.
OH Ka3aJcsg 0YeHb YMHBIM OM3HECMEHOM.

Komaupup Kyk yKa3san Ha IIyXJIOr0 apuCTOKpaTa U IpefacTaBuil ero Mepnuny: «bapoH MepnuH, 3T0
0apoH YoppeH. Ero TeppuTtopus HaxomuTcs B PuBep-Jlaiie, oTmeneHHas OT Balllell TEPPUTOPUHU
TOIBKO PEKOU».

[Tyxsbiit 6apoH YoppeH Bce BpeMs yIbIOacs, U clieTkKa IMOKIOHUIICS MepnuHy, CHSB nuisany. IToce
3TOTO OH CKa3al C ynbi0Kou: «bapon MepiuH, Mb cocefid. Ecnu B 6ymyiieM BOSHUKHYT ITPOOIEMEI C
Balllell TEPPUTOpPHEN, M BaM NOHAaA00UTCS TOMOIIb, TT0XKAJTyiCTa, He CTECHINWTECH, cCo001uuTe MHE. 4
00513aTeIbHO TIPUIJIOKY BCE YCUIUS, YTOOH IIOMOYb BaM.»



Bapou YoppeH Takxke 3Han, 4To rpad CenuH B HacTosilee BpeMsI BEICOKO IeHUT MepnuHa. bosee
TOT'0, UX TEPPUTOPUYU HAXOOUIIUCEH PSIAOM APYT C APYTOM, II03TOMY HE0OXOOUMO ObLIIO TIOAEPKUBATH
XOpOIlIKe OTHOIIEHUSI ¢ MepIuHOM.

«Crmacu0o, 6apoH YoppeH...»

MepnuH yaeIOHYTICS ¥ OTBeTUI OapoHy YOppeHy, HO, KOTla OH YBUAEN KEHIIUHY, CTOSIIYIO PSIOM C
6apoHOM YoppeHOoM, OH OB OIIETIOMIJIEH.

«Batire BricouecTBO, IT0YEMY BHI 30€CH?»

MepnuH ObIN yOuBIeH. Jlemu, KoTopas CTOsIa PAOOM C YoppeHoM, Obljla Ha caMOM fejie IPUHIIECCOH
Xapu30i U3 KOPOIEBCKOM CEMbH, C KOTOPOU OH IMO3HAKOMUJICS BO BpeMs CBOET0 IyTeIleCTBUS CIOa.
[TpunIiecca Xapu3sa, XoTs u 6exkajia COBCEM B 3aMelllaTeIbCTBE, BCe ellle Hecjla TOPAOCTh MPUHIIECCH
¥, HaKOHeIl, [IOLIJIa Pa3HbIMU NyTAMU C rpynnou Omnpg YusicoHa.

Marso BeposiTHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTD MPHHIIECCY XapHu3y CHOBA IIPU TAKUX 00CTOSTENTbCTBAX.
HeynusutenbHO, 4T0 MepnuH mogyMmar, 4To 0603HasCs, KOra YBUIeNI 3HaKOMYI0 QUTYyPy 3a
mpefenaMy 3aMKa.

«On? Xapu3a, TH 3Haenrs 0apoHa MepnuHa?»

Bapon Yoppen Opocui Ha Hee CTPAHHBIHM B3TJISA, HO BCKOPe BO300HOBHUII CBOE IPEeXKHEee BRIPaxKeHHe.
Ou yneibuyncsa Mepnuny. «bapon MepnuH, prHIIecCck 00bIile HeT. Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi
Xapwu3sa cTaHeT OapoHecco!»

[Tocrne aToro 6apoH YoppeH fepzKajl IPUHIlecCY Xapu3y 3a PYKY, I0Ka3kBasi, YTO OH OB PSAOM C
Hell.

MepiuH TOCMOTpENT Ha MpUHIlecCy Xapu3y U YBUOET, YTO OHA BCE 3TO BpeMs JiepzKaja I'0JI0By
OTMyIIEHHOM, Kycas T'yOBl M MMest TEMHBIN B3TJIsIA. MepiuH cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO 3TO MPUHIIECCA, KOTOPas
OblTa 3HATHOT'O MTPOUCXOKIEHUS, NOJKHA Obllla BHIMTH 3aMyXk 3a 0apoHa Iocje mprue3aa B 4yXKYI0
ctpany. [JomxHO ObITh, OHA Y2KaCHO ITepexKuBaja 13-3a 3TOTO U el ObIJI0 0YeHb HEJIOBKO, 0COOEHHO
mepes CBOUM «3HAKOMBIM» MepIIuHOM.

Takum oOpa3om, MepuH IPOCTO KUBHYI 0apoHY YoppeHy. 3aTeM OH II0C/IefoBast 3a rpadom
CenuHOM K IPYTUM apuCcTOKpaTaM B 3alle.
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