«9T0 He OonblIas mpobiaema.»

MepnuH nogyMan U peliusi, YTo JIy4ile He TOBOPUTh 06 aToM. O YUIICOH U ApyTHe BCe elle ObUn
IIpegaHbl BOJTHEHUIO OT MmyTeniecTBusi. He Ob110 HEOOXOOMMOCTH 3aCTaBISATh UX BOJTHOBATHCS €IIIE U
110 9TOMY TIOBOfY.

«Xopormo, ecnu HET pobieM.» - O VUICOH SIBHO pacciabuics.

«B cnempyolre HECKOIBKO HEH 5, BEPOSITHO, OCTaHyCh B 3aMKe rpada CenmuHa, YTOOH CIIPAaBUTHLCS C
npobrnemamu rpada.»

[Tocne o6bsicuenus: Onmy Yuncony MepnuH BepHYJICS B KOMHATY, KOTopasi Orlia yOpaHa paHee.

PaHHUM yTpoM MepnuH MPOCHYJICS, U €ro TeJlo, KAk 00RIYHO, TOKPHIIOCh TIOTOM. TIociie Toro, Kak OH
TIPOMOIKUI IPAaKTUKOBATh 103y CKYJIBITYPH, MePIUH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO ero Gpu3ndecKue KayecTBa
HEMHOTO YIy4IIAJIUCE.

XoTs 3T0 He OBUIO 0YEBUIHEIM U3MEHEHHUEM, OHO OIIPENeNIEHHO yiyuInanock. CorimacHo aTou
CKOPOCTH, BO3MOXKHO, Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MecCsLeB, er0 pu3andeckasi XxapaKTepucTuka OymeT
CoIlocTaBuMa C MeYyHUKOM JJIeMeHTaJle BTOPOr0 YPOBHS.

[TepeopeBuuch, Mepnus yBupen, yto Ong YuicoH Bce elle oTabixaeT. HaBepHsAKa CypoBHIe
IIyTelleCTBUSA 3a BCce 3TO BpeMsa usaMoranu Onga YuscoHa. Teneps, KOrga OHU OCEJIU 30EeCh U OH
paccnabucs, OH MOT IT0-HACTOSAIIEeMY OTHOXHYTh. TakuM oOpa3oM, MepinuH He cTan 6ecrnokouTs Onf
YuncoHa ¥ TOBOPHII TOJIBKO C TeHepasioM [IpaTom. 3aTeM OH IOAOIIEN K 3aMKy rpada CennHa B
OIMHOYKY.

OxXpaHHUKY 3a IIpefe/iaMd 3aMKa, 0YeBUIHO, TIOyUYHIIH IIPUKA3 CBEPXy, T03TOMY OHM ITPOCTO
TIOYTUTENIBHO PACIaxHyu KeJe3Hbl 3a00p, yBugeB MepnuHa. B 3aMke Bcé emmé Habmoganu
«KOHTPOJIbHEIE» B3TJISIAHI, HO MX OBIJIO TOPA3n0 MeHbIe, 4eM Buepa. OXpaHHUKH, CIPSTaHHBIE B
TEMHOTE, SIBHO IPU3HA/IK TUYHOCTh MepinHa.

B 3ane Kyka He 0v1110 BumHO. Takxke He Ob10 Mononoi meBymky [llennu. I'pad Cenun cupmen mpsiMo
nepeq KAMUHOM, a CTapXK B YEPHOU oflexkne cunes HanpoTus rpada CenuHa.

MepnuH Kak 00bIYHO ITPOBEPHUIT Bech 3aj1 Cumnoit Padyma, 0co6eHHO OCTaHaBNIKUBas B3I Ha rpade
Cenune u ctapuke B 4épHOU MaHTUH. C momompio Cunbl Padyma OH MOT SICHO BULETh TOHKHE
MOPIIUHEL Ha JIKle CTapuKa, KOTOPhe HallOMUHAJIA KOPY CTaporo gepeBa. X0TS OH Ka3ascs
9HEPTUYHHIM, ero JUII0 He MOTJIO CKPHITh ero Bo3pacTa.

«Pa3Be HUKTO He TOBOPHUJ BaM, YTO I'Py00 U He BEKJIUBO IPOBEPATH JII0fel C OMOIbi0 CUIbl
Pazyma?»

BHe3anHo Npo3By4as XPUILIbIHA 3BYK.

Mepnus nonnperayi. CTapuk B 4EpHOM ofexre o0epHYycs. bomnbe yepHble Kee3Hble KObIla
BHCEJIM Ha ero yIIax, a ero Xyable pyKu Oblnu 61enHo-0eIbIME, HO OBIJI0O HECKOJIBKO ITaJIbIEB,
KOTOPBIE Ka3aiuCh [I0JTHOCTHI0 00YTIEHHEIMU.

910 OBIN CTAPUK, TOBOPALIKY paHee. O4eBUIHO, ITOT YeJIOBEK TOxKe OblT 3akmuHaTeneM, nHade Cuiia



Pasyma MeprnuHa He Oblna Okl 0OHapyKeHa.
«Mar MepnuH, T03BOJIbTE MHE TIPECTaBUTh Bac. ITO BonureOHUK Xus!»
YBuneB npubsiTie MepinuHa, rpad CenuH BCTan ¥ IPEeACcTaBul MepiuHa CTapyuKy B YEPHOW MaHTHUU:

«Bornee mecsTtu et Haday BommeO6HuK XU y4acTBOBal B 3TOM XKeCTOKOU BolHe «CKOTOOOMHEe»
npotuB KopomnesctBa CBera!»

«CKOTOOOHHI?»

MepnuH HaxMypuics. « BorHs» Obljla CIAUIIKOM Ie4YalbHO N3BECTHA He II0TOMY, UTO UMeJla KaKoe-To
pelIalee BIUSHUE Ha BOBJIEUEHHbBIE CTPAHEI, @ IOTOMY, YTO 3Ta BOiHAa Oblla IPOCTO CIIUIITKOM
JKEeCTOKOH, aXke IIPEBOCXO/IS 0XKUAAHUSI 00€UX CTOPOH.

B To Bpemsi, KoponescTBo CBeTa u KoponesctBo YepHo# JIyHEI, 00a 1mocaanyd MUJIJIMOHEL CONIaT Ha
«CkoTobOorHI0». HUKTO He 3HaJ, CKOJIbKOo BonmeOHuKOB LlepkBu u 3aknuHaTesel KoponeBcTea
Yepuot JIyHbI OBISIK TOTEPSHEL B 9TOU BOMHE.

Te, KTO ObIJI B COCTOSIHUY BBIZKUTH TaM, OB Iy4mMMu U3 ny4mux. Ong Yuncon Torga OB TOJTBKO
OOBIYHBIM pHIIIapeM. CTapuK B YEPHOU OfeXK/e y4acTBOBAJI B 3TOM BOMHE KaK 3aK/IMHATEelb
3aknmuHaHuM. YTOOH! BEIKUTD B 3TOU BOMHE, OH NOMXKEH OBUT UMETh CBOM OCOOEHHOCTH.

[ToaToMy, maxe eciu Mep/vH He TOYyBCTBOBAJ KAKOTO-TTHO0 yKACAIOIET0 IPUCYTCTBUS OT CTapUKa
B 46PHOM OfleXKMe, OH BCe PABHO HACTOPOXMIICS. OH He CMEJI CMOTPeTh CBEICOKA Ha 3TOT0 CTapHKa.

«Xex. «bouHg» nhdd.. ? Terneps, pa3Be I He CTAPUK, CTOSIINI OGHOM HOTOM B MOTUJIE?»

CrnoBa CTapHKa B ‘-IépHOfI MaHTHUHX OLUIN HAIlOJIHEHBI OOWHOYECTBOM U TOCKOH. Tam OOJIZKHO OBITh
MHOTO PICTOpPII:I 0 HEM, KOTOPEIE OBLITH HEeH3BECTHEI OPYI'uM.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI MyCKYIUCTHIM KyK BOIIEN B 3a7l.

Kyxk B3rngnyn Ha MepnuHa, U TUXUM I'OJIOCOM CKa3all:

«Orerq, 5 yxke Bce ycTpoui. Ecnu MepunyHr oCMeNnuTCs IPUUTH, S He IO3BOJII0 eMy YUTH!»
JInuo Kyka CUSJIO C YBEPEHHOCTEIO.

«IIaTHaguaTh Me4HUKOB-IOIeMeHTasien 4yeTBepToro ypoBHs! lecThaecsaT BoceMb JJIeMEHTaIbHBIX
MeuYHUKOB TPETHETO YPOBHS U [0 COTHU JJieMeHTaIbHbIX Me4HUKOB BTOPOro ypoBHS B COYETaHUU CO
crenuanbHEIMU apbaneTHbIMU O0nTaMu. TCK, TCK. Bbl HaBepHSIKa IIPUIIOKUIIA HEMAJIO YCUTTUN ! »

Crapuk B 4épHOU MaHTUH, Bomnme6HuK Xumi BOPYT cKa3aj 3T0. Y BceX HEMHOT'0 U3MEHHUJIOChH
BbIpaxkeHue uia, ocobeHHo y Kyka. OH He oTBoauI B3riisiAa oT BonmeOHrKa Xusna, HCITyCcKas

YTPOKAIOIIYI0 aypy.
Ecnu 6wl rpada CenrHa 3pmeck He Obi1o, Kyk OBl y2Ke Hamnasl Ha CTapuKa.

MepnuH ToxKe OblI B 1I0Ke. Ha Hero mpousBesa BlieyaT/ieHue Benukas cuia rpada CenuHa, U B TO
JKe BpeMs OH o0paTui 6ombillee BHUMaHKe Ha CTapuka Iepef HUM.

Korga Cuna Pasyma MepiuHa CKaHMpPOBajla CTapuka, OH OyMaJl, YTO CTapUK MOXKET ObITh TOJIBKO
3ak/MHaTeNleM HadyanbHOro ypoBHS. OH He OB yBepeH B UCTUHHOW CUJie CTapHKa. B KOHIle KOHIIOB,



OH He BHUIeEJI, KaK CTapPHK CpaXKaJiCd B 6010.

Opnako Cuna Pa3yma crapuka gOCTUIJIa TaKOH yxkacamwulen momu. Ero Cuna Pasyma cMmorna
OXBATUTh BECh 3aMOK U JlaXKe ONpefle/InTh MeCToHaxoxaeHne Kyxka.

I'pad CenuH uyBCTBOBAI cebs1 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO. M3-3a CJIOB CTapuKa KOOI CKPHITHIE
IIOTOBOPEHHOCTH BHIIIIA HA CBET, HO BCKOPE OH yCIOKouics. Ha ero nmutle mosiBuiach ynei0Ka, Koraa
OH THXO CIIPOCHJI CTapuKa:

«BonebHuK XWJIJI, 4YTO-TO HE TaK C 3TUM IIJTaHOM?»

Crapuk B YepHHBIX ofiexkaax Opocun 6eccTpacTHEIM B3ran Ha Kyka. Kak O6yaTo Ha Hero BooO1ile He
IIOBTIUsAIA CBUpenas aypa Kyka, OH TUXUM r0JI0COM CKa3all:

«EcTecTBeHHO, HET HUKAKUX IIPO6GJIEM C 9TUM IIJIaHOM, HO s 600Ch, UTO ¢ MepHUIyHTOM He BCE TaK
IIPOCTO.»

«On? BonmeOHUK XU 3HaeT 0 cnocobHocTsX MepunyHra?» ['asa rpada CenuHa 03apuiuch, U OH
ObICTPO cripocuil. B HacTosiIiee BpeMs, eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH Y3HaJI, TaK 3TO TO, YTO MepuiyHr Obut
3aknuHaTeneM 3aknuHaHu#i. OH COBCEM He CMOT pa3moObITh Apyrol nudopMauuyu 0 MepunyHre.

He tomnpko rpad CenuH, HO 1 Mep/iuH OTYASTHHO XOTeJI Y3HATh O0bIle HHGOPMAIUu 0 MepuiyHre,
TIOCKOJIBKY OBIJIO KpaliHe HEBLIHOCHMO, OCTABaThCSI B HEBEIEHUMU.
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