Ixus ocTaHoBunIack. OHa 06epHYyIach ¥ TUXO CKa3asa:

«Jlemo B TOM, 4TO MUCTED ITa Koe-u4To OCTaBHUJI MHe. f He 3Hasa, 4YTO 3TO, HO BYe€pPa, II0CJIe TOro, Kak
S BEPHYJIACh, OTKPHIJIA 3TOT AWK KW HAIIlJIa B HEM IIOCTIaHUe MHCTEpPa Ite1. OH IIOTIPOCHUII MEHS
IepenaTs 3Ty Belllb BaM.»

«Yuurtenp Jta?»

MepnuH MOCMOTPEN IPSIMO B I'na3a KUK ¥ TPOIOIKUII CIIPAllIiBaTh.
«I'me mocnanue ceryac?»

«fl cripsiTana ero B yKpoMHOM MecTe. [loiiiéMTe co MHOM.»

Cka3zaB 370, [IKkus 00epHyIach U IMOIIIa.

MepnuH TpULYPUICS, YCTaBUBIIKNCH Ha CIIUHY [XKuU. ITO ObIIO 0YEHb OJ03PUTENIEHO, HO HEMHOT'0
II0OyMaB, OH BCE Ke IOCJIeloBajl 3a Heu.

Korpa onu BHIIIIM 3a Ipefensl ABopa, Mocc MOJOMIEN K HEMY U CIIPOCHIT:
«Momopoii MacTep MepnuH, BaM HyKHa KapeTa?»

MepnuH MaxHyNl PYKOH.

«B aTom HET HE00XOOUMOCTH. & OTIyYyCh HE Ha JONIT0. TH IPOCTO MOJO0KAYN 3[ECh.»

Mocc yBupen MepiuHa, BRIXOASIIETro C KpaCUBOM KEHIITMHOM, I03TOMY He cTajl 60bIe
paccrpalImBaTh ¥ CHOBAa BEPHYJICS B KapeTYy.

Ixus u MepJ'[I/IH IIPOIININ HECKOJIBKO YIINI, ITPpEXKIe 9YeM HaKOHEI OCTAHOBUTHCA BO3J1€ CTAPUHHOTO
IIOMECTbhA.

«Bot Mbl ¥ npunuiy. [lociaHue BHYTPU.»
Breck, KOTOphIi OBbIT €J1e 3aMeTeH, BCIILIXHYJI B I'1a3ax [[Kuu.

IIBop OBLIT Ype3BEIYAKHO MIMPOK. [Tocpenu Hero OBIIO BEICAXKEHO BCETO HECKOJIBKO JILICHIX JE€PEBREB,
HO Ha 3eMJie He OBIJIO CHeTa, a 3HaYUT KTO-TO YacTo yOupas 3To MecCTo.

K momy Bena kaMeHHas necTHUNa. [loOHABIINCE 110 HEW, OHU JOCTUTJIA MaCCUBHOU BXOOHOU OBEPH.
IToxoxe, 4TO 3a HEeH JoXKHa Obl/Ia HaXOMUTHCS TOCTHHAA.

IIBeph Oblsla IIOTHO 3aKphiTa. Korpma JI:Kusl oKa3aachk Ha MMocaegHel CTyIleHbKe, OHa BHE3AIIHO
o0epHYyIach U CIpocuia, HaXMyPUBIIUCD:

«MepnuH, ociaHue BHYTpU. [loueMy BBl OCTQHOBUJIACH?»

MepnuH CTOSI ¥ CMOTPeJT Ha ABePb, & Ha ero JIKlie MOSIBUIaCh yIbIOKa.

«JIK1sl, CKOJIBKO JIIOfleY TaM BHYTPU?»

Ixus OblTa omesoMieHa, HO BCE elllé cTapanach COXPaHSATh CIIOKOMCTBYE U CKa3asa.

«39T0 MOS TaliHas KpemocTh. TONBKO s 3Hat0 00 3TOM MecTe.»



«JlericTBUTENIBEHO? I103BOJIF MHE TOTHA MMPOBEPUTH ITO.»

Kak TombKO OH CKa3an 3T0, psgoM ¢ MepnuHoM mosBunuch aBa OrHeHHbix [llapa. OHM TUXO IJIBLIN
10 BO3[YXY, UCIIyCKas yKacalolluu xap.

«Macrtep Ponun, nomorurte!»

Ixkus cpady ke B3BblIa. OHA C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTBIO PUHYyNach B foM. OgHakKo MepnuH oKasancs
oricTpee. Oruenntbie [llapsl netenu K KUK C HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO.

Oba mapa Bpe3anuch npamo B 6enpo [IxKuu, HO OHA, Ka3aJIoCh, IIOATOTOBUIACH K 9TOMY. TOHKUY IIUT
B €€ pyKe IOSIBUJICS KaK pa3 BoBpeMsi, 4To0w 3a6110KupoBaTh OrHenHble [Ilapsl. Ho ux B3pHIB,
CUJIBPHBIM YIapOM TOJIKHYJ €€ B oM. Mep/IuH He 3HaJl, JK1Ba OHa UJIM MepTBa.

Emue ogun OruenHsiii [Ilap Bpe3ancst B KPenKyIo ABepb. [TrITalomuil )Xap BEIXKET B HEH [IBIPY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 ioMa BHIPBaJIUCh YEPHBIE CTPeNbl. OHU OBIIM OUeHb KOPOTKUMU M HECIIUCH K
MepnuHy ¢ OTPOMHOM CKOPOCThI0. OMHOTO B3TJIsiAa Ha HUX OBIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOORI IOHSTh - OHU
ObLTM BRIMTYILIEHH U3 apbaeTa, a He U3 00BIYHOTO JTyKa.

B ofiHO MTHOBEHUE OECAThH CTPeIT MpUOIU3UIUCh K HeMy. Mopenb 3aknuHauusg B ero OCO3HaHUU
SPOCTHO 3a7IpoxKaJia, 3aTeM CHOBa NosiBUIUCH ABa OrHeHHEIX [Ilapa, a MepiuH OLICTPO OTIIPHITHYIT
Hasap. Cpasy 1ocje 3TOro Iapskl MTHOBEHHO B30pBaIuCh. MoliHasl B3pEIBHAS BOJIHA OCTaHOBUIIA
npPUOINKAIOIINECS CTPEeIIbl, U OHU yIlaly Ha 3eMIIIO0.

Bo OBOp€ CHOBa CTAJI0 THUXO. MepHI/IH BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPE Ha OOM. W3 HEero MemieHHO BHIIIEN
MYZXK4YKWHA, OH OCTAaHOBHUJICA HaBEePXY JIECTHUIILI, CHUCXOOUTEJIbHO I'JIAO0A Ha MepJ'II/IHa.

«BBI 0EUCTBUTENTBHO CMOTTIM 00HAPYKUTH HAC... MHI I1JI0X0 3aMacKUpoBanuch? Mnu npobiema B
Ixun?»

[Tocrne TOTO, KaK MbIh 0CeJIa, MepJIUH MOT SICHO PaCCMOTPETh YeJIOBeKa, CTOSIIIETO Ha JIECTHHIIE.
910 OB MyKYMHA CPEeHUX JIeT ¢ 60PO0i, POCTOM OKOJIO IBYX MeTPoB. OH OBIJT 0UeHb KPEIKO
CJI0KEH U JepKajl B PyKax OrPOMHEIM Med, KOTOPHEIY OKpyZKaJl ero CHJIbHBIMY IIOphIBaMHU BeTpa.
My>K4uHa BRITTISIOEN OMAacHbIM, KaK QUKUY 3BEPb B COCTOSTHUY ITOKOS.

Mogens 3aknuHaHusa B OCO3HaHUY MepnrHa “30 BCeX CHUII Ioroiasa JmeMeHT OTHS 10 KOTOPOTo
MOTIa OOTSHYThCS. Bcero oH ucmonb3oBan yeTkipe OrHeHHBIX [[lapa. Cepast paMKa yKe IIOKpacHea,
YTO YKa3bIBaJIO Ha TO, YTO OH MOT BhI3BaTh bonbinor OraenHsi Ilap.

«JIxxus conrana MHe. Ho pa3Be 3To He g UCIONb30Ban e€? E€ cioBa HACTOPOXKMUIU MeHs. 4 He youn
€€ B oMe YuuTesst ITH, JIUIIb IIOTOMY, YTO XOTeJs HoOpaThCs IO BCeX Bac pa3oM. XoTs LlepkoBb
CBeTa omacHa, OHY peaKo obpallaioT BHUMaHUe Ha TaKo¥ MaJleHbKUU ropof, Kak biskyoTep,
o3ToMy 51 Oyny B 6e3omacHocTy. Ho BB CO3[1aéTe CIIOKHOCTU. BBl 3HaeTe, KTO 51 TAKOM, ITIO3TOMY
SIBJISIETECH [JIT MEHS CKPBITOM OITaCHOCTHIO U IOIKHBL OBITh YCTPaHEHHI! »

Ton MepnrHAa CTajl XOJIOIHEIM U XKeCTKUM. [10 mpaBe roBopsi, eIé B JoOMe CTapHuKa ITHI, OH ITOHSI,
yro [kus mxkeT. OgHako, ecy Obl OH yOus [[2KUI0 IPSMO TaM, JTIIOfH, CTOSIIKE 3a Hell U3
KoponesctBa YepHoU JIyHEI, BHICTIEOUTN OBl €T'0 CO BDEMEHEM.

[Tostomy Mepnun otnyctun [Ixuio0. OH roToB ObITT pa300paThCs CO BCEMU, KTO CTOUT 3a Hell. C
JIIOABMHU, KOTOPHIe ITpuexanu ciofa u3 KoponescTsa YepHOU JIyHEL.



BopopmaTeiit MyzK4rHa Ka3aJCsl CIIOKOMHEIM M THXO0 CKa3all:

«Mojofo#t 3aKIuHaTelNb, Th JeCTBUTENbHO YMEH. Ho THI, KakK U BCe Bhl, 3aKJIMHATEIIHU - STOUCTUYEH
1 BEICOKOMepeH. OcoO0eHHO cTapuk JTa. OH OCNIyIIaCs MOero IMpuKa3a ¥ OTIIPaBUICS 3a
WHCTPYMEHTOM [JISI TUThS Maruu, MOKuHYB biakyoTep 6e3 opaepa u Jaxe B3sJI BaC B YYCHUKH. XM,
€My O4YeHb II0BE3JI0, YTO OH yMep Tak OrICTpo. MHaye s masn Obl eMy MOHSTE, YTO V 3aK/IMHATeNIel
BHYTPH TaKue XKe KUIIKU, KakK U Y Bcex!»

Bpaxme6HOCT: 60POOATOro MyKYKMHBI YCUJIMBAIACh II0 Mepe Mpou3HeceHus ero peuu. OH oKa3bIBajl
HEBEPOSITHOE IaBjieHue Ha MepiivHa U BBI3HIBAJI Y HETO OCTPOE YYBCTBO OMACHOCTU. ET0 IPOTUBHUK
He OBIJT OOBIYHBIM HauuHaoMUM CTUXUWHBIM MeuHukoM. OH MoT ObITh MEeUHUKOM TPETHETO YPOBHS
WU [aXKe BHIIIE.

Bornee Toro, 1Mo c10BaM MYyXKYKUHEl, MEPIIUH IOHSI, YTO TOT, KaXXeTCs, 04eHb CUIIbHO 00UKEH Ha
CTapuKa JTy, a emé y Hero ObII0 KpaiiHe MPeaB3siTOe MHEHUE 0 3aKITUHATEISX.

«Kaxk Thl MOXKeIlTh cpaBHUBATD cebs ¢ YunuteneMm IToui? XBaTUT OonTaTh! CUNIEH MU TH MBI y3HaeM BO
BpeMs 6os!»

MepnuH peKpaTui 3TOT U 6e3 TOro 3aTAHYBIINICS pa3roBop. OH clierka B3MaxHyJ PyKaMu, U
Oruennwid lllap moneren mpsaMo K 60pogaToMy MyXKUHUHE.

My}K‘-II/IHa TOIIHYJI HOTaMHM, ¥ Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OPOXKDb PACIIPOCTPAHUIIACE 110 BCEMY OBODY. B Mraosenue
OKa IMoZXKHpamwiIee ImjiaMd IMOOJHAIOCk BOKPYT €TI0 TeJla.

[Tnamst GOCTUTAIIO MTOIYMETPA B BBICOTY M MCKaXKaJio BO3YX BOKPYT HETO M3-3a kKapa. ETo MpoTUBHUK
ObLT CHIBHEIM OTHEHHBIM MEYHUKOM TPEThET0 YPOBHS!

MepnuH BIepBEE YBUAEN B 9TOM MUPE HACTOJILKO CUITBHOTO YesioBeKa. CaMbIM CHIIbHEIM MEeYHUKOM,
KOTOPOTO OH BU[EN IIpexke, 6bi1 BorT, KOTOPEIY HEeIaBHO GBI 30eCh BMECTEe C UHKBU3UTOPOM.
Opnako MeuHHUK BorT HaXOOUIICS JUIIbL Ha BTOPOM YPOBHE U OBIT ropas3mo ciabee, 4eM 3TOT
6opomaThiii MyKYMHA.

«Xex. 3aKIuHaHUe HyeBoro yposHas, OrueHHbM lap? Mononoi 3ak/IuHaTeNb 103BOJIbTE MHE
II0Ka3aTh BaM CUJIy IIJlaMeHHU, KOHTponupyeMmy OraeHHbM MeunukoM. [1namsa. Packom!»

BopopaTeiii MyK4YrHa IIOTHSII OTPOMHEIN Me4 Hafl TOJI0BOM, coBepIneHHO He 6osck OruenHoro Illapa,
JIETAIIETo NMPSIMO K HEMY, a 3aTeM CO CBUCTOM OIIYCTHUJI €T0 BHU3.
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