Ornennniy [llap ucnyckan xkKap, KOTOPBIM PacIpoCTpaHsaiIcsd BOKpyr MepnuHa.
Ikus 6oJbllle He CMeJia TIOIIeBEeTUThLCS.

MepnuH ynoBIeTBOPEHHO KUBHYJ U TUXO CKa3all:

«Korpa g 3apaio BOIIPOC, Thl OTBEYaellb. »

«MepmnuH, Ml He Bparu. Bel yueHUK Muctepa ITH. BHL...»

Eme mo Toro, kak [IxKusg 3aKOHYMIA CBOE IpefokKeHne, MepnvH CHOBa MaxHy1 pyKaMu. OTHEHHLIN
[ITap npeITHYT OpsMO K [I2KWHM, KOTOpas BCE eIllé jiexkasa Ha 3emye. OHa Oblyla IIOKMPOBaHa U OBICTPO
BBITAI[WJIa CBOM KMHKAJI, IEITAsICh 3a0JI0KUPOBAThH €ro.

« I, »

Ornennslii [llap 6vi1 He 6OMBIIOTO pa3Mepa, ero TeEMIEPATyPhl OBITI0 AOCTATOYHO, YTOOH PaCIIaBUTh
Kene30. TakuM 00pa3oM, KakK TOJIbKO KuHKan [[Kuu cToNKHyICcs ¢ OrHeHHBIM [IlapoM, oH cpa3y xke
pacIIaBuiCSd U CTEK Ha IOJI.

TeMm BpemMeneM MajieHbKUM OrHeHHBIY [[lap IpogoIKuil ABUTaThCS BIIEpen, KOCHYJICS PYKU [Xuu u
yOapHUJICs B CTEHY.

PyxkaB [I;kuu croper, IpeBpaTHUBIIUCE B TOXMOThs. Ha ee 6eioii, He3KHOM pyKe ocTajiach YEpPHas
OTMETHHA, OIlaJIEHHAs 9TUM YKaCAIOUIM KapOM.

MyuuTenbHas 607b 3acTaBuiia [[KUI0 BCIOTETh. B ee B3rsgne Ha MepiuHa IyiecKajcs CTpax.
«Temnepsb TH [OJIXKHa MOHAThL. Korga s 3aaio BOIIPOC, Thl OTBEYaEIlb.»

Ixust cTUCHYIa 3yOBl U KuBHY/Ta. OHA He CMeJla CKa3aTh O0JIbIlle HU CJIOBA.

«Kakue OTHOIIEHUS CBSI3BIBAJIA BaC C YUUTENeM ITOU?»

MepnvH Hayan gompoc.

IKus crerka moATSHYJa CBOe TeJlo, YTOOHI olepeThcs Ha cTeHy. OHa OTBeTUNa

«Muctep Ita Mo 6occ. f paboTaro Ha Hero paboTasna. MbI ObIIH IIOCIAHE Cloga KoponeBcTBOM
Yepuou JIyHBL»

MepnuH HakoHeI MoHs. OKa3anock, 4To KU U CTapuK ITa OBUIN JTIOObMHU, TOCIIaHHEIMU
KoponesctBoM Yepnoti JIyHsI B LlapcTBo CBeTa, YTOOH! MINMOHUTH U J0OLIBaTh HH(POPMALIUIO.
HeynusutenbHo, uTo ['aTT BOOOIIE HE CMOT IONYYUTh UHPOPMAIIHIO 0 [IKUHU.

«YuuTenb JTa OblI HalifieH 1[epKoBhI0. [loueMy TeOs TOKe He HAIIA?»

«MBI TOYTH HUKOTTA He BULEIUCH IUYHO. MEI Bcerfa oOMeHUBaIuCh HHGOpMaluei Ipy IOMOIIN
Koma. MucTep JTa HaIUIX, TOTOMY 4YTO OH OblT 3akyirHaTesieM. OH COBEPIINII MOe3[KY B Benukuii
T'opop u 6b1 ciydaliHo 0OHapYXKeH 11epKOBbi0. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KaKyl0 IMYHOCTh UMeeT
3akuHaTeNnb 3aKIMHaHUH, OH O6yeT YHUUTOXEH 1IePKOBbIO.»

«Ecyu Tak, TO IIePKOBb He MOHsa, YTO YUuTenab dTa Obll mociaH cioma KoponescteoM YepHoi
JIyHEI? 3TO IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, UTO €T0 YJIUYUJIUA B TOM, YTO OH 3aKJIMHATENIb?»



«CKopee Bcero Tak u 0v10. iHave, 61maromapsi BO3MOXKHOCTSIM IIEPKBH, 51 ObI TaBHO Oblna
oO0HapyxXeHa U yourta.»

MepHI/IH YCTaBHIJICA IIPSAMO Ha IIxui0. B ee oTBeTe MepHI/IH He HalleJl HU49ero HeJIOTU4YHOTI'O0, II03TOMY
€€ OTBEeT OOJIZKHO OBITD IIPaBOUB.

MepnuHy OBLIO SICHO, UTO epeTuk He 0wl gomyireH B LlapcTBo CBeTa. CTapuK JTa OBIN BHICIEXKEH
Bomnme6urkoM n3 WHKBU3UIINK, IOTOMY YTO €T0 JUYHOCTh 3aKJIMHATEIIS Obllla PacCKpHITA.

Bo3M0XkHO, faxke LIePKOBb He CMOTJIa BEIIBUThH €70 UCTUHHYIO CYIIHOCTh. [10 MUMO 3aK/IMHATENS, OH
TaKXKe OBLT 4JIEHOM CEKPEeTHOTO pPa3Be[EIBaTEIbHOTO II0ipa3fiesieHus, OTIpaBieHHoro KoponesctsoM
YepHoii JIyHEL

AtMmocdepa crana TAKenou. Mondyanue MepnuHa BEI3BaJIO CUIbHEIE BOJHEHUS B cepane [Ixuu. OHa
3Haja, YTO MyXK4YMHA PSAOOM C Hell oyMaJsl, KaK eMy IIOCTYIIUTh C Hell.

«KpoMme Bac, KTo-HUOYb ellle 3HAET O IMYHOCTU YUUTENS ITHI?»

MepnuHy TAKeo0 Hanoch 3TO pelleHue. Ero ToH ctan cTporuM. EC/iu KTo-To elle 3Hasl 0 IMYHOCTHU
CTapuKa ITHI, TO 9TOT YEJIOBEK MOT OBl MCIIOIb30BaTh 3TOT (AKT IIPOTUB HETO. MepJIuH He XOTell
BMeIIUBATLCA B fefla Mexny KoposnesctsoM YepHnoii JIynel u KoponescTBoMm CBeTa.

HTax, ecnu KTO-TO ellle 3HaJI O IMYHOCTHU CTapuKa JTEHl, Torga [1XKus He MOIJla OCTaThCs B XKUBBIX.
[TousB HaMmepeHus: MeprnuHa, [[Kus BHTJIAAEa JOBOJIBHO B3BOJIHOBaHHOU. OHa ORICTPO CKa3asa:

«KpoMe MeHs, HUKTO He 3HAeT O MMYHOCTUA MHUCTepa JTHl. MepJuH, s BCe ellle MOTY OBITh [JIs Bac
nosie3Ha. [laxe ecu Bhl CTa/IM IOYETHEIM 3akinHaTeseM, To O LlapcTtBa CBeTa BBl CTAHOBUTECH
epeTuKOM. Brl mopiBepraeteck pucKy ObITh 00HapyKeHHBIM [[epkoBbio CBeTa B 11060€e BpeMs. d Mory
noOnIBaTh MHGOPMAIIHIo [ Bac. [Ioka Bb He pemuTe MOKUHYTh KoponeBcTBo CBeTa, s Morjia Obl
moMoraTh BaM...»

Kankas ¢urypa [IKuu U ee KpacuBoe JIAIO ObIJIA CIIOCOOHHI pa3Kao0uTh KOT0 YTOMHO.
«BcraBau.»

Hakonen MepnuH MenneHHO 3aroBopui. OrHeHHHH [llap mepen HUM NOCTEIIEHHO PACCescs,
IIPEBPATUBIINCEH B CTPYUKY ABIMA.

Ixusi, TPUCIIOHUBINIASCS K CTeHe, HaKOHell B3NoxHy/a ¢ obnerdenueM. OHa crelana TTyOOKUH BIOX,
BBITHPAst XOJIOTHBIN TIOT CO 110a.

OHa BCTaJa, HO He Cpa3y yIna. BMecTo 3Toro oHa Haydaja CHEMATh ofgexay. OHa CHSIJIA YePHBIH
11aI, 00HAXKKWB 0EJT0CHEKHYI0 KOXKY, KOTOPYIO OH ITPUKPHIBAJL.

Be3 mpuKphITHS YePHOTO IIjIalla rop/blit 06/uK [[KUuM IMPOSIBUIICS BO BCeit Kpace. TOIBKO YTO OHa
Ka3asiack 671eIHOM 1 MOKPHITOM moTOM. OKa3asock, 4YTo ee pykKa Obljla CUJIBHO ITOBPEX/EHa.

«TToxany#cra, m103ab0ThCst 00 9TOM OIS MEHS.»

I>Xus yKasana Ha ofekay, KOTOpyio oHa Opocuia Ha moj. Ha yepHOM mtamie GbITH MsiTHA KPOBU, 3TO
MOTJI0 ORI IIPHUBJIEYh K Hel He HyXKHOe BHUMAaHHUe.

MepnuH npocTo MOAHSI IpaByo pyKy, u OraenHslil [llap cxer omexay B MCTHOBeHUe OKa. Bckope



ofiexK[a Ha MOJIy IpeBpaTuiIach B Memerl.
«4 yiiny nepsoi. Jltonu u3 'OpofCcKoii CTpaXkKy UHOTA IPUXOAAT ciofa. 3meck He0e30mIacHo.
Cka3zaB 370, [IKU4 clerka Ipuxkaja TpaBMHUPOBaHHYIO PYKY U BbiOexKaja U3 JoMma.

MepnuH yBuOes, Kak ee purypa ObICTPO UCYE3aeT U3 ero I0JIs 3PEeHUsI. 3aTeM OH OCMOTPeJICS B
MaJIeHbKOM NOMUKe cTaprKa IJThl. [10YTH BCe B joMe OBIJI0 BEIHECEHO. OCTalIuCh TOJIBKO MYCThIe
KOMHAQTHI.

Bups, 4ToO B ToMe HE 0CTaJIOCh HUYEro IIeHHOr0, MepnuH ObLT TOTOB YUTHU. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OCTaBaThCS B 9TOM MecCTe OBIJIO oIpeesieHHO He0e30MmacHo, BHE 3aBUCHMOCTH OT TOT'0, XOOUIH JIH
JIIOMY M3 TOPOICKOM CTPaXKU U HET.
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KpacuBast meByIKa Mmpoiiia o yaulle Ha HECKOJIBKO JOMOB, IIPeX/e YeM OCTAHOBUTHCS. ITO OBLI
Ixusi, KOTOpask TOJIbKO YTO ITOKUHYJI MaJIeHbKUU IOM.

II>xua mpuKycuia ry0y, Tak Kak ee pykKa Bce elre KpoBoTouusna. Omexa, 00Bsi3aHHAS BOKPYT HEE,
IIPOMKTaach KpoBbio. OHa 00epHyIachk, YTOOH TIOCMOTPETh B HAMIPABJIEHUN [ePEBSHHOTO I0Ma
CTapuKa JTHI, ¥ 3acToHana. OHa CKa3ajla TUXUM T'OJI0COM.

«HUpuot!»

[Tocne atoro [IXKus CHOBa, HJOTPOHYJIACH OO CBOEM paHbI, KOTOPas 0 BCEM BUAMMOCTY NIPUYUHSITIA el
HeBooOpa3umyto 607b. OHA MOTJIa TOJIBKO NIPUCTIOHUTLCS K CTeHe ¥ Me[JIEHHO [IBUHYJIach K OQHOMY
13 OBOPOB BIIEPEOH.

OH Ob17T 00HECEH BHICOKUM 3a60poM. BHyTpu OBl 0COOHSIK B KtaccuueckoM ctusie. O6cTaHOBKa Oblna
KOMGOPTHOM, HO caf OblI mycT. Hu 0mHOTO YesoBeKa He OBITI0 BUMTHO.

Ixus mepxarna ce0s 3a PyKy, 3axX0fs B cafl. B 3TOT MOMeHT ofiexkna 00JIbIlle He MOTJIa OCTaHOBUTh
KpoBoTeueHue. Kamniu KpoBu Kalanu Ha 3eMJTi0. JTO ObIJIO Y2KaCHOE 3peJInIIe.

«Macrtep Ponun!»

IKus ofoiIa K oMy, HO He IToCTy4asia. BMeCcTo 3TOro oHa OKJIMKHYJIa MITKO C YBaXKEHUEM.
«JIxusi, Tebe 001bHO? UTO CITyUYHIIOCH?»

W3 moma moHecCcs XPUIIIbIN, B3BOJIHOBAHHLIM T'OJIOC.

«Mactep PomnuH, Korfa g mpullljia B AOM MUCTepa JTH, g yBUAesa YuicoHna MepinuHa. 4 He Mory
IIOBEPUTH, YTO MUCTED IJTa AEUCTBUTEJILHO IIPUHSAJ YUJICOHA MepiruHa CBOUM UCTUHHBIM YYEHUKOM.
Teneps oH cTas 3akIuHaTeneM 3aKIMHaHUU. f ocTpagasna oOT Hero.»

IKust KpaTKO 00BbSICHUIA UHIIUOEHT.
Myx4rHa MeIJIEHHO CKa3aJsl II0CJie HOJITOM Iay3hl.

«J1u 3aKIuHaTENU Bcerfa 6e3paccyaHbl u OecipuHIunHEL. OHU Bo0O1e He fyMaioT 0 KoponeBcTae.



Crapeiit OTa maxe OTIIpaBuUIach B Benukuii ropox 6e3 opaepa Ha Bxofl. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, ETO
obnapyxwumna IlepkoBb CBeTa ... XmM¢. CraBa 6ory, oH MepTB ceivyac. OH He cfan Hac. B mpoTuBHOM
CIy4yae Hallld YCUIMS 3a IOCJIeHIe HeCKOJIBKO JIeT ObUIHM Obl HalTPAaCHBI! »

MacTtep PomnuH BeITIsAIeT 00MKEHHBIM Ha 3aK/IMHaTENNed 3aK/IMHaHUM, 0COOEHHO Ha CTapuKa JTy.
IXXust He ocMeJuIach Janee 06CykaaTh 3TOT Bopoc. HeBaxkHO, ObUT 1T 9TO 3aK/IMHATEh
3ak/IMHAHWM, KaK CTapuk JTa unu Mactep PonuH, ux cTatyc BCE paBHO OBbIJT HAMHOTO BHIIIE €€.

Mactep PonvH TSKENO CIPOCHUIL.
«910T Mepnus. OH 3HaeT 0 HAC?»
BripaxkeHue nuia [IKUU clerka U3MeHUI0Ch, U OHa OBICTPO 00BsICHUIIA:

«Mactep Ponus, muctep 3Ta, Ka3ajaocCh, TOJIBKO YUl MepiuHa 3HaHUIO 3akIvHaTeael 3aKIuHaHUuu.
OH He roBopuJ 0 Hac ¢ MepnuHOM. B mpoTUBHOM criydae, 600Ch, 1 OB He BEPHYJIach CETOOHS. »

«9TOT MepnuH SABISETCS CKPBITOM OMACHOCTRIO IJIs HAac. MH He MOJIXKHEI IIOfIBEpraTh cebs e. UTaxk,
MBI JOJIZKHBI YCTPaHUTh MepnuHa! [IKus, Tak KaK OH OTIYCTUIT Tebsi, OH JOJIXKEH CTaTh MeHee
OCTOPOXKEH € TOOOM. Thl JOJIKHEI HAWTHU CIIOCO0 ITPUBECTH €ro Ciofga. XMMM. A 5T ero yCTPaHIo.»

MacTtep Ponus GBI 107I0H YOUMCTBEHHBIX HaMEPEHUH.
«Mactep Ponuz, MepnuH yxe ctan 3akiauHaTeaeM 3akauHaHuU. boloch, ero Helerko youTs.»
Cxka3zana [I>kusi, HEMHOTO B3BOJIHOBaHHO.

«He Hyx)HO 6ecrokouTbcs. OH TOJIBKO YTO CTasl 3aKNIuHATeNeM 3akIuHaHuu. f coernaio 3To
HeOoXUJaHHO, yOUTh €T0, BCE paBHO, YTO OTpe3aTh KyCcoK nupora! Ecnu ux 3acTaTh BPacIiox,
3aKJIMHATeNU HUYEM He OT/IMYAI0TCS OT OOBIYHEIX JIIOMEH...»

Macrtep PonuH cka3ai, 6e3 comHeHus . [I2KHsi MOTJIa TOJIBKO KUBHYTh, HO BHIpaXKeHHUe ee JuIila ObIIo
HEMHOT'0 HAIIPSKEHHBIM.

«JIK¥s1, IPOIIE IIOYTH TN C TeX IMop, Kak Te0s oTnpasuin B LlapcTBo CBeTa. f 3aMOJBIIIO 3a TEOS
CTI0BeYKO, YTOOH TeOe pa3pelIuiu BepHYTLCS TOMOM. »

XOTb OH U TOBOPHUII THUXO, IIKust BCE xKe YCIIBIIIIaJIa €ro CiIoBa. Ee Hallpsi2keHue TyT 2Ke CMEHHUJIOCh
eBa Cﬂep}KHBaeMOﬁ PagoCThIO. Ee GrmemHOe TUII0 U3-3a KPOBOIIOTEPH, KAa3adJIOCh, JaXKe HEMHOI'O
IIOPO30BEJIO OT BOTHEHMUA.

«Crmacu6o, mactep Ponun!»

Ckasas 970, [Ikus OLICTPO MOKKUHYJIA 3TO MECTO.
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B 3amKke Yuncona MepnuH BepHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY ¥ CHsM mapd. Ha HéM ObUIM MsITHA KPOBH.

MepHI/IH BCTaJl riepen 3epPKaJloM U IIOCMOTPEJI Ha PAaHy Ha IIee. Hope3 yxXe C(l)OpMPIpOBaJ'[ CTpyII, 1
KpOBOTEYEHMNE ITPEKPATUIIOCE. Hope3 ObLT He O0IBIIMM. JTO OBIJIO IIOX0XKe Ha ITapaluny, OoT
KOJII04ero KycCra.



HOpGSbI, momo0OHbIE 9TOMY, IIOJTHOCTBIO 3a2KMBAIOT YE€PE3 IIapy oHen. [laxe IIIpaMa He OCTaHEeTCA.

MepnuH Opocusl OKpPOBaBIeHHbIH mapd Ha o ¥ Hanpasul Ha Hero OrHenHbl [lap. 3aTeM mapd
Me[JIEHHO Cropesl JOTJa B IaJsIleM OrHe.

[Tocne aToro MepinuH OTKPHUT OKHO, YTOOB IIPOBETPUTH KOMHATY. Korga cTpaHHBIN 3amax,
BBI3BAHHBIN rOPSALUM TaphoM, Uc4des3, OH OTKPHII ABEPD U CITYCTHUJICS BHU3.

,]:[BOpeI_IKI/II;I BeJiell CIIyraM B 3aMKe€ DACIIUIIUTE OTPOMHO€E JEePEBO BO OIBOPE U BEIBE3THU €T0 3a IMPEeOeIIbl
3aMKa.

JlepeBo 006pan0 00IBIIIOE KOTMYECTBO CHETA Ha CBOMX BETBSX. M3-3a BUYepallHero BOWIIEro BeTpa
OEePeBo OBILIO0 BEIPDBAHO C KOPHEM H TEIIEPH JIE2KAJIO Ha 3eMIJIe.

MepnuH npuinypuscs, yBUAEB, KakK CIyTY CHYIOT TyHa Ciofa. BHe3amHo OH yCbIIa 3BYK,
M3[laBaeMbIii KOHCKMMH KOIBITAMHM 3a IIpefieflaMu 3aMKa. Kapeta Mocca, KoTopyto mociany 3abpaTh
Maiicu, BepHYyIach.

MepnuH 6bicTpo BeTan. OH OB 3[eCh IOTOMY, YTO KAl BO3BpalleHuss MaicHu.
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