Prittaps B 6emmoit MaHTHH 0BT MHKBU3UTOPOM LlepkBu CBeTa. Teneps MepiuH 4yBCTBOBAI Ce0s eIe
6oriee HaCTOPOKEHHO.

Kapeta MenneHHO ocTaHOBUIAaCh. MepiuH BMecTe ¢ MeYHUKOM-XpaHUTEJIeM BhILIEN HapyXKy. OH
TIOJHSJI TOJIOBY, UTOOBI OCMOTPETHLCS U, K CBOEMY YAUBIIEHUIO 0OHAPYKUJI, UTO OHU TIOObEeXaju K
LIepKBU ropopaa biakyorep.

3mech OBIJIO MHOTO TAaKUX JKe JTI0fel, Kak MepiuH, HO G0JIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX He UMEJTH TaKOou
IIPUBUJIETUH, KaK OH. Bce oHM OBITM OOBIYHBIMY I'PazkaHaMU U OBIIM TPHUBE3EHH B IIEPKOBb OTPSIIOM
TOPOICKON 0OOPOHHI.

«IloupgémTe. PacckaxkuTe BCE, YTO UM HY2KHO 3HaTbh. ECTIM BBl He CBSI3aHBI C IIOPOYHBEIM €PETUKOM,
OHM CKOPO BaC OTIyCTAT.»

MeuHuK-XpaHUTENb CKa3an 3To MepnuHy ¢ ynebkoi. biaromaps 3HakoMcTBY ¢ KoyToHOM Y HETO
CJI0KUJIOCH XOpolllee BIedaTieHre 0 MepiuHe.

MepnuH KUBHYJ U BOLIET B IEPKOBL BCJIEN 3a HUM.

BHYTpH HaXOQUIOCh OKOJIO CTa YesioBeK. OHU BEICTPOUIMCEH B HECKOIBKO PSIIOB. CIIyKUTEIH IIEPKBU
OTIpaIlMBaJIU TOJIIY O CTapUKe JTe.

Braromapsi cBoeMy 000CTPHUBIIEMYCS CITyXy, Mep/IMH PaCCIIbIIIal, Kak OOMPAIINBAI0T MyXKUUHY
Cpe[IHuX JIeT.

«Kak mosnro Bl ObIIM 3HAKOMEI C 3THM €PEeTHKOM?»

«Y3Ke IOBOJILHO MOTo0. f mopTHOM. Beskui pas, Korga MPOKCXOOUIIa CMeHa Ce30Ha, MUCTEepP JTa
IIPUXOMUIT KO MHE B Mara3uH 3a OflexX0¥ UHAUBUAYATbHOTO IOIIKNBA. »

«3a UCKITIOYEeHNEM 3TUX BCTPEY, BHI BUJIE/IH €ro roe-Hubyap eme?»

«Het. OH OBUT 0YEHb CKPHITHHIM U 0OBIYHO PEeIKO MOKKAa CBOM moM. KTo O6bI MOT OfyMaTh, YTO OH
IIOPOYHBIY €PETUK?»

«Xopouro. Cnenyoumuii.»

9TO OB BECH Imponecc goipoca. Tex, KTO IIpouiesI 4epes3 Hero, 6BICTp0 BeJIM Ky[oa-TO OaJibIle,
MOJIKHO OBITH Ha BBEIXOJ.

«Ecnu 970 BCE, TO MHE Heuero 60ATbC.»
MepnuH HaKOHeI] yCIIOKOUJICH.

Bckope Hacrasna ero ouepenb. ClyKUTeNb CBeTa, CTOSAIIKY Iepel Mep/InHOM, Ka3aJiCsl YACTHIM U
onpsTHEIM. OH OTBeYasI 3a 3alKCh PA3rOBOPa, B TO BPEMs KaK TOT, KTO BEJI MOMPOC, Okl MeYHUKOM-
XpauuteneM. OH GPOCHII JIUIIL OOUH CKYYalOIIui B3TJISH Ha MepiuHa, Ipexae 4eM CIIPOCUTD:

«Kax Te0s 30ByT?»
«Yusncon MepnuH.»

[Tocrne Toro, Kak MepnuH Ha3Bajl CBOE UMs, BeIpaXkeHue nuila MeyHrKa CTajlo CYPOBHIM, ¥ OH
BHUMATEJIbHO HayaJl IPUIJISAbIBATECA K HEMY.



«KaKoBHI TBOM OTHOIIEHUS C TIOPOYHBIM €PETUKOM?»
MepnuH, He K01e6IaCh, IPSIMO CKa3al:

«f He 3HAI ero UCTUHHOU TUYHOCTH, II03TOMY KaKO€e-TO BpeMd YUHUJICA Y HEeTO OILIeHKE
dHTHUKBapuaTa.»

MepnuH TaKkKe BHUMaTeIbHO Habmogan 3a 9TuM MeuHuKoM-XpaHuTeneM. U3 yBUIeHHOTO, OH Cpa3y
IIOHSJI, YTO 3THU JIIOOU 3apaHee 3HaJlM, C KeM BCTpedasics cTapuk JTa. OHU TaKke 3HaIu HEKOTOPYIO
rH(pOopMaIrio 00 3TUX Moasx. M KOHeYHO XKe, OHM 3Ha/Iu 0 BCTpedyax Mep/iuHa CO CTAPUKOM JTOM.

MeuHuK-XpaHUTENb 3aal MepnuHy emé HeCKOIbKO BOIIPOCOB, ¥ MepJuH TaKxkKe OTBETHII IIPABIUBO,
pacckasaB BCE YTO 3HAeT, YMOJI4aJl JIUIIb O KOJIblle. MepJiuH He CKPHIBaJI HUKAKKUX (HAaKTOB O CTAPUKE,
WHaYe 3TH JIIOOU YCOMHUIKUCH Obl B HEM ¥ TOTHA He SICHO YeM Obl 3TOT HOIPOC OKOHYHUJICS.

Korga MeuyHUK-XpaHUTEIb CIIPOCUIT BCE, YTO eMy OBIJIO HY2KHO, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U ITOH03BaJl IPYTOTo
MeyHUKa, CTOSIBILIETO PSIIOM C HUM:

«Moxelrb yBoOuTh ero. I1ycts nopp [I:kelcoH mpoBenéeT GpuHaNbHbIM JOMPOC.»

Opyroit MeyHUK-XpaHUTENH BHIIIEN BIIepe/ U OTBENT MepuHa B HEOOIBIION 1OM Ha TEPPUTOPHUU
IIEPKBU.

«3axomm.»
MeuHuK-XpaHUTENb OCTAJICI CHApYKH, ITOCJIe TOTO KaK IPOBOAMI MepiuHa [0 IBEPH.
MepnuH ry00KO B3MOXHY, IPeXkKae YeM OTKPHITh OBEPb U BOMTH BHYTPb.

B mome GBITIO MOBOJTbHO-TAKK TEMHO U BIaXXHO. Kak TONMbKO MepiuH BOLIET BHYTPh, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ
Ha cebe HeCKOJIBKO B3TJIANOB.

«Mmwucc Kapuc?»
MepnuH NpUIIypPUICsd, 0CMaTPUBAsCE.

Kapuc Takxke 3aMeTuia MepnuHa, HO JIWIIL ClIeTrKa KUBHYJIa B 3HAK MpuBeTCTBUS. OHa Kal3alach
O4YeHb CITOKOMHOM, BUAMMO UCIIYT ¥ IIaHWKA, OXBATUBIINE €€, BYepa OTCTYIIUIIH.

Kpome Kapuc, B joMe Haxogunoch emle HeCKOJIbKO He3HAaKOMIIEB. JIBICHIM CTApUK, IIOJIHAS MafaM U
IIOPTHOM, KOTOPOT'0 paHee OoIpalinBal MedYHUK-XPaHUTEb.

Bce onu cMOTpenu Ha 4ejioBeKa B 6enoM, CU[ISIIEro B Kpecie CO CTPaxoM.

[TpucMOTpEeBIIHCh, MepKH MOHSJ, YTO 3TO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIHM YOI cTapuka ITy - BonmebHUK
II>XelCOH U3 TaMHON MHKBU3UIINH.

MeanH IMPpUCOEOWHUIICA K OCTAJIbHBIM U TO2K€ 3dCThIJI B MOJI9YAJIMBOM OZKHIOAHHUH. H}KeﬁCOH,
Ka3aJIOCh TOZKEe 4Yero-TO XKaall.

CrycTs HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi MeYHUKU-XPpaHUTEH IPUBEJIHU elll€ HECKOIbKUX YesloBeK. Bcero ux Ov110
BoceMb. OHUM 4yBCTBOBa/IM OECIIOKOMCTBO, CTPaX IJIeCKaJCs B UX I'/la3ax, IOCKOJIbKY HUKTO U3 HUX He
3HaJI, KAaKOr0 POofa AOMIPOCH UX XKOYT 3[LECE.



3a Bonme6bHukoM [[:kelicOHOM Haxopuiack 6obias penurno3Has ppecka. Ha Het Obl1 ©300paken
Bor CBeTa, KOTOpHIY HAaKa3bIBasl IPYIITY ObSBOJIOB, COBEPIIABIINX BCEBO3MOXKHEIE 3TTOESTHUS.

CHYCTH eI.U,'é HEKOTOpOe BpeMs, UCIIOJIb30BAHHOE SABHO IJIA YCUJIEHUA IICUXO0JIOTUYECKOT'O IaBJIEHU I,
Bonme6HuK [I>xelCcOH HaKOHeI BcTanl. Ero OCTpBIfI B3rJIAO KPATKO OTrJisifgell BCeX IMMPUCYTCTBYIOIIHNX,
IIpexne 4eM OH MeaJIEeHHO HpOHSHéC:

«BBI - TIOOY, KOTOPHIE HOJITOe BPEMS B TOM WJIM WHOU CTEIIeHW KOHTAKTHPOBAJIU CO 3JIHIM €PETHKOM.
OH OBITT KEeCTOK, JTyKaB ¥ CIIoco0eH Ha 371ble Yaphl. MTak, 51 X04y MPOBEPUTD Bac, Ha MpeiMeT
BO3MOXKHOT'O OCKBEPHEHUS 3JTHIM €PETUKOM. »

9THUX CJI0B 0KA3aJIoCh HOCTATOYHO IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI HarHaTh Ha IPUCYTCTBYIOIUX e11é 00JIbIIe
yXkaca.

B ]_[epKBI/I CaeTa Te, KTO OBITT CBSI3aH CO 3JIBIMU €peTuKaMy, IMojIy4daJii CaMbI€e 2KECTOKNE HaKa3aHuU .
CamMbIM YZKaCarlIiyuM U3 KOTOPBIX OBITIO COXKIKEHMe 3aXKHWBO Ha KOCTpe.

Yronku ry6 BonmeO6HuKa [IKeiicoHa U30THYNIUCH B yiIbI0Ke. CKpecTuB 00€ pyKHU Mepeq TPyabio, OH
THXO CKa3aJl:

«He OoiiTech. Eciu BBl He OCKBEPHEHH 3/IHIM €PEeTHKOM, Bor Bac HempeMeHHO ITPOCTHT.»

ITocne atoro Bonme6HuK [I3KeHCOH Hayaa 94TO-TO 60pMOTaTh. M3 ero Tena Hayasl KCXOOMUTE CIaOkIi
Oeblif CBET, KOTOPBIM Ka3aJICs CBSITHIM U 0J1arOPOIHEIM.

B MrHoBeHMe OKa OH IOKPHII BCIO KOMHATY, B KOTOPO# OHK Haxoguauch. TeM BpeMeHeM BomnineOHUK
I>KelCOoH CHS Ierkyio OpOHIO, ¥ BCe YBUMAEH, YTO CBET UCXOMUT OT KPecTa HaJgeToro MoBepX ero
Oerol MaHTHUH.

Jliomu, KOTOphIe ObIIM OXBa4eHH CBATHIM CBETOM, YyBCTBOBAJIM, YTO MX BUASAT HAaCKBO3b. OHU He
MOTJIA yTauTh Jaxke MaJielIiero cekpera. MepnuH nokocuics Ha Kapuc, u yBues, 4To e€ meEKu
asenu, a ri1a3a OBIIM CKPOMHO IOTYIIJIEHE BHU3.

MepuH HaXMypHUJICS, TOTOMY YTO TOXKE 3TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI. XOTS OH OBII OfET B HECKOJIBKO CITIOEB
OHEeX[HI, IO CUSTHUEM 3TOT0 CBETa OHA, Ka3aJioCh, He UMeJla HUKAKOTo 3¢ deKTa TPUKPLITHS Tea.
Co3maBasnoch OIIyIleHre, YTO KTO-TO CMOTPENT Ha UX 00HaXKEHHEIE Tefla. Temneps OH MOHSJ C YeM
Oblya cBsizaHa peakuusi mucc Kapuc.

«3T10 3aKkNMMHaHKe JaéT Takou 3ddekT? K cyacThio, s He B35 ¢ COO0M KOIbI0. A HHAYeE, S HE CMOT
OBl 130ekaTh Mo3HaHuH [KelcoHa.»

MepHI/IH HACTOPOXKUJICA elIll€ CUIIbHee, IIOTOMY 4YTO BC€ 3TU 3dKJIMHAHUA OBLITH CUJIaMH, KOTOPEIE OH
He MOT IIOHSATL.

OcTanbHBIe OB B y2Kace OT CBSITOT0 CBETA, HCIyCKaeMoro [I:KeicoHOM, HO Mep/uH 0CTaBaiCcs
CIIOKOMHEIM ¥ IIpefebHo coOpaHHbiM. Habmiogas 3a BonmmebaukoM [IKeiCOHOM, OH
IIOBHUMATeJIbHEee IIPUCMOTPEJICS K cepeOpsiHOMY KpecTy Ha ero 6eoi MaHTHUH.

MepnuH BUAEI TaKOU TOJIBKO y Hero. [ToCKoNbKy maxe y MeuHukoB-XpaHuTeaeu Benukoro ropopaa
TaKuX He ObUI0. MepJuH Joragascs, YTO 3TO OTIMYUTENIbHEIN 3HAK MTpefcTaBuTene MHKBU3UIINH.

CBSITOH CBET JIMJICS eITlé HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, a 3aTeM MeJIEHHO paccesiyicsi. BommeOnuk [IxKeicoH
IIPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAJI JIETKYIO BECETTYI0 YIBIOKY U CKa3ajl BLICOKMM I'0JIOCOM:



«Xoporo. f 3aKOHYMI CBOE pacciiefoBaHue. Byl Bce penaHHble Bepylomye bora CBeTa u He ObLIN
HCIIOPYEHBI 3/IbIM €PETUKOM. »

Ycneimas croBa [IKeiicoHa, BCe B3OOXHYIIX C 00JIeTUEHUEM. HeKOTopre OaXXe Ha4aJIu HEUCTOBO
MOJIUTBCA.

[IBeps B IOM LIMPOKO paclaxHynach, 1 [[KeicoOH MaxHyIl pyKaMu:
«BBI BCe MOXKeTe UATH.»

Bce, KT0o HaxomusICs B KOMHATeE, CJleTKa IMOKIOHUNIKACh BonieOHuKY [[2KeiiCoHy, a 3aTeM IIOCIIEITHO
TIOKUHYJIU IOM, HUKTO He XOTeJl 3aJePKUBAThCS 3[eCh HU CEKYH/IOH JOJIbIIIE.

Meunuk Borr, KOTOpHI HaXOOUJICS CHApy2KU, BOIIEN B KOMHATY X HECKOIbKO HEPEIIUTeIhHO
CIIPOCHIT:

«Jlopg [I:KeWCOH, BBl HAIIJIA YTO-HUOYOH?»
[>KelCOH JTHIIL IOKa4vas [0JIOBOM:

«Huuero. 4 uccnemoBan ux ¢ IOMOIIbI0 00HAPYXKEHUS Maruu. JTH JIIOOU He UMEIOT HUKaKON
MaruydecKou CUIIbI, He TOBOPS y2Ke 00 aype 3TOro 37100 epeTuka. KaxeTcsi, 0H HaXOOuICs 37[eCh caM
o cebe U He MBITanCcsd BepboBaTh COOOITHUKOB. »

Meunuk Borr KUBHYI U IIPOLOJIKUIL:
«Bemu 13 goMa 3TOT0 3JI0T0 epeTuka. YTo HaM C HUMH AenaTh?»

«[TomoxuTe UX B KapeTy U focTaBbTe B Benmukuii ropon. [1ycTh emuckomn pa3bepeTcs ¢ HUMU caM.
MoxeT ObITh, C TOMOIIILIO €T0 Bellleld Mbl CMOXKEeM HalTU OPYTUX ePeTUKOB.» - CKa3asl BonmeOHUK
I>xelicoH.

CHapyXu LIepKBU OBIJIO X0JI0OHO. Mep/IuH He MOT YOepzKaThCs OT XKeJlaHUs HaTIHYTh BOPOTHUK
naJibTo noBhie. OgHAKO BHYTPU HETo BCE 1ejio oT ob0nerdenusi. OH HaKOHEI] TPeooen
IPEMSTCTBUS C IIePKOBLIO. Termeps OH MOT [IOIKHLIM 00pa30M B3SIThCS 32 TaWHOE U3y4YEHUe
PYKOBOJCTBA II0 3aKJIMHAHHUSIM.

«Mucc Kapuc, B B IOpsgKe?»
MepnuH CIPOCHUIT U3 BEXJIUBOCTH, YBUALEB, UTO OHA CTOUT PALOM C HUM.
«4 B mopsapgxke...»

Kapuc 3acraBuna cebs yneiOHyThCsI. OmHAKO Mep/iIuH MOT BUIETh, UTO OHA BCE eIlE€ HEeCKOJIbKO
pactepsHa. KoHe4HO, Iefi0 Co CTapUKOM JTOU CUIIBHO Ha Hel CKa3a/ocCh.

«Mucc Kapuc, BBl TOIKHB BEPHYTHCS JOMOY U OTHOXHYTH ITapy JHEH.»
OHa nuIIb KUBHYJA U MOCIEIIHO Ccejla B KapeTy.

Y6enusmmuce, 4yTo Kapeta Kapuca ucyesna B fanu, MepiuH oCMOTpPescs BOKpYyT. OH 3HAJ, 4TO
IBOpPeLKUil 00s13aTeNIbHO IPUAET CI0fa, YTOOH Y3HATh He HyKHA JIX MOJIOLOMY X035SMHY IIOMOIIb.

Kaxk u oxupanocs, Mepnus yBugen ero 1 Mocca. OgHako, IOMUMO HUX, PAIOM C KapeTou CTosIa



ellé ogHa Gurypa.
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