ITocne HECKONMBKUX MHHYT IIONCKOB, MepJ'II/IH HaKOHEI-TO HaIIEn KOJIBIIO B HE3aMETHOM YTJIY Ha
IINCBMEHHOM CTOJI€e.

MepuH B35IJT €70 B PYKY U CJIerKa CTEP C HETO IIBIb.
Korme11o 661710 4€pHEIM. [lepKa ero B pyKe, MepiuH, 9YyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOAHYI0 U MPAYHYIO aypy.

MepnuH mocTapasics TIaTeIbHO BCIIOMHUTE KaXKI0e IBUKEHNE U CJI0BO CTapuKa JTH B TOT MOMEHT,
KOT'7Ia OH [IaBaj eMy Kojbllo. CTapuk JTa ObUT O/IeeH U BHITTISAEN OUeHb YCTABUINM. MepIUH He
3HAJI, KyOa ¥ 3a4eM OH YXOMHII.

«Mor u YUHUTEIIb Jrta IIpeIBUOETE HABUCIIYIO HAl HUM OIIaCHOCTH?»

Yewm Gomnbiile MepnauH ayMain 06 9ToM, TeM 0oJiblile TOA03PEHNM Y Hero BO3HUKAN0. B mpoTHBHOM
ClIy4ae CTapuK JTa He mopapusl Ol eMy 3TO KOJIbI0 6e3 IIPUYUHHL.

Ha xormblie OBbIJT BEIpe3aH yKacaloliii TPEXTOIOBbIM MOHCTP. Mep/IuH MorIaguil Kaxk Iyl 4acTh
KOJIbI[a TTajIblleM, HO Ha OLIYyIlh OH He 00HaPyKWUJI HU4ero HeoOBIYHOTO.

3aTeM MepiuH MOOHEC KOJbIIO ONMMKe K Tila3aM U TIIATeIbHO paccMoTpen ero. OH MBITANICS HAWTU
Kakue-mu00 Mmoacka3ku B hopMe CUMBOJIOB UJTM HaAIIKMCEN Ha KOJIbIIE.

YouBUTENbHO, HO, KOTHA OH COCPEIOTOYHMI BCE CBOE BHUMAaHUE Ha KOJIbIE, OH KaK OyOTO IOTas B
Opyroe MpOCTPAHCTBO, BCE BOKPYT HEro ITOTEMHEJIO B OTHO MI'HOBEHHE.

B MoMeHT, Korga MepnuH UCIBITal TAaHUKY U PACTePSIHHOCTD, Y HETO MOSIBUIIOCh CTPAHHOE
omyiieHue, 6yATO ThMa COBEPIIEHHO He CI0CO0HA GJIOKMPOBATh €r0 YyBCTBA, U OH MOT SICHO
«BUOETH» BCE BOKPYT cebs.

9T0 OBITIO TPOCTPAHCTBO OKOJIO HECSITH KBAPATHBEIX (yTOB B HIMPUHY. [I0BCIOAY OBLIIIO TEMHO U ITYCTO.
EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO IPUBJIEKJIO €T0 BHUMAaHUe - KHUTa B YEPHOU 00/10:kKKe. B 3TOM IpocTOpHOM
MeCTe OOUHOKO JiexKallas Ha ITOJIy KHUTa BHITIISeNla Ype3Bbi9YalHO CTPAaHHO.

«IIpocTpaHCTBO?»

B Mmpicnsix MepnuHa IpoOMENbKHYI0 COMHEHNE, U OH 04YHYJICsA. Clerka OIeTOMIEHHBIM, OH OTJISAIeNCs
1 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO BCE eIllé CUAUT B CBOeHM KOMHATe Ha [IePeBSIHHOM CTYJIe, IepKa KOJIbI0 B pyKe.
Kak 6yaTo BCE, 4TO MPOMU3OIIIO0 OO0 3TOT0, OBIIO JIUIIh UITIO3UEH.

«HerT, 910 HE UITIO3U.»

MepmuH 3amyMaics Ha MrHOBeHre. OH MOT SICHO BCIIOMHHUTE BCE, YTO BUOET B 9TOM TEMHOM
npocTpancTBe. OH CYUTAJ, YTO 3TO ONPENENIEHHO He OBIIO UITTI03UEH.

[ToaToMy OH COCPeOTOYMIICS U CHOBA YCTaBUJICS Ha KOyblo. CIyCTs HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, KakK U
0XKuMaJj, OH BEPHYJICS B TEMHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOM OH OBIJT HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3af.

«KaxeTcsi, 9T0 BHyTpPEHHEEe MPOCTPAHCTBO KOJIbIA. »

MepsuH yCIIOKOMII CBOM pa3yM U Hadasl pa3MHIUIATh. CTapuk JTa fajl eMy KOJblo, KOTOpOoe
0Ka3aJI0Ch CBOETO POfia TAWHMKOM, 3HAYUT OH HABEPHSIKA XOTEJ My YTO-TO IIEpPefaTh.

[TpocTpaHCTBO BHYTPHU KOJIblla GBIIO ITPOCTOPHBEIM U MyCTHIM. KHMTa XKe TakK ¥ IMPOAoJIKaa JieXaTh
Ha 1oiny. be3s cOMHeHUs, UMEHHO €€ ¥ OCTaBUJI EMy CTapuK JTa.



Y MepuHa MOSBUIIACE €I1I€ OJHa AUIeMMa - KaK U3BJIedb 0TClofa KHUTY. OH MOMBITANICS CAeIaTh 9TO
YCUITHEM BONM U 3TOT METON OeNCTBUTENbHO cpaboTan. KHura B 4epHOU 00J10KKe UcYe3ria B
MTr'HOBeHMe OKa. Korma MepnuH Npuién B cebst, OH 00HAPYKUJII, YTO OHA MOSBHUIACh Ha €ro
IIHCbMEHHOM CTOJIE.

Kuura Obiyia 04€Hb TOJICTOM ¥ COCTOSIT U3 HECKOJIBKUX YacTel, TepemnaeTEHHBIX MeX Iy co00i YEpHOM
HUTBIO.

MepnuH pacKphUI €€ Ha OJHOM M3 CTPAHMUIl ¥ YBUMAEN TaM KaKHue-TO CTpaHHbIe n3o0paxkeHus. OHU
BBITJISI[IE/ I TIOX0KUMU Ha CJI0OXKHbIe MaTeMaTu4ecKue MOMesIH, KOTOPhle TpHHAAJIexkKall MUPY U3 ero
IpenbIayIerd XKU3HHU.

[Tox n3o06paxkeHusIMU OBIJTA HAIIMCAHHI IJIOTHHIE OJIOKYM TEKCTA, HallMCaHHbIe YOOPUCTHIM ITI0YEPKOM.
TexcT OBITT HATKCAH Ha I3BIKe MOJITA, ¥ TOYepPK OBUT 0YeHbh 3HAKOMEIM. OTH 3alKCH IIPUHAIIeKaTIH
CTapukKy JTe.

«d3uk Monta?»

MepJ'II/IH HaXMYPHIICS. ,]10 CHUX II0P OH OCBOMIJI JIMIIb OKOJIO OBYXCOT CJIOB Ha SA3BIKE MonrTa, II03TOMY
OH MOT IIPOYHUTATh JIUIIb HEKOTOPEIE CIIOBOCOYETAHUSA X TO C TPYOOM.

Hanpumep, MepnuH MOT paclio3HaTh TakKKe CJI0Ba, KaK «OTHEHHBIH IIap», «KMOOENb» U «Marusi». Tem
He MeHee, MepJIMH He MOT ITOHSTh OCTABIIEeCs COMepPKUMOe KHUTH.

Kak 65l TO HE OBITTO, 671arofiapsi STUM IIPOCTHIM IIPEPLIBUCTHIM CJI0BaM, Mep/iuH CMOT forafaThCs, 110
Oonblel YaCcTH, YTO 3Ta KHUTA, BEPOSITHO, Obl/Ia PYKOBOACTBOM CTapyKa JTH UM, BO3MOXKHO, OH
3amucalt Clofla HEKOTOpPhIe M3 CBOMX OIBITOB II0 COTBOPEHUIO 3aKJIMHAHUH.

910 OBI7I0 PYKOBOMICTBO 10 3aKIHHAHUSIM!

Ha aToit Mbicniu, cephlie MepiiiHa B3BOJIHOBAaHHO 3a6uiiock. C Tex MMop, Kak OH YBUMEJI BEIMKUE CHJIBI
CTapuKa JTH ¥ YejioBeKa B 0eJI0i MAaHTHH, OH HUKOTIa HEe MOT YCIIOKOUTHCS.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HECMOTPST Ha SMOIIUY, BHI3BAHHBIE 3TUM OTKPBITHEM, CIIYCTS Iapy MUHYT MepiuH
6€eCIIOMOIIHO TOKAYaJsl TOJI0BOY U 3aKPhIJT KHUTY.

Ero CJIOBAPHOT'O 3allaCa He XBAaTalJlO fd2Ke Ha TO, YTOOLI IIOHSTh OJHO IIOJIHOE IIpENJIOKEeHNnEe, He
TOBOPA YK€ O CMEBICJIE€ HAIITMCAHHOTO.

Ecnu oH XOTeJI MOHSTh, YTO HallMCaHO B 9TOM KHUTE, €My CHa4adlla Hy2KHO OBIIIO BBEIYYHUTDH A3BIK
Mornta. YTo OBI IOHSATH copepxKaHue PYKOBOI[CTBa 110 3aKJIMHAHUAM Hda MUHHUMAJIBHOM YPOBHE, €EMY
HY2KHO OBLITO OJIs1 Ha4allda PAaCIIUPUTDh CBOU CJ'IOBEIprII:I 3amac X0Ts OBl OO TBICAYHU CIIOB.

CTyK B IBEpb Pa3fasics CTOJIb BHE3AITHO, YTO IPUOLIBAIOUIUH B Pa3nyMbsiXx MepiuH, 4yTh HE
TIOATIPHITHY OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTU. OH IOCIeIHO crpsTan «PyKOBOACTBO N0 3aKIMHAHUIM», IPEXe
YeM OTKPHITh [IBEDb.

«MacTtep MepiuH, HECKOIbKO PHIIapel U3 OTpsifa ropoucKoi 000pOHE! MPUOBIIN B 3aMOK. ['0BOPST,
YTO Y HUX €CTh K BAM HEKOTOPbIE BOIIPOCHL. »

IIBOpeLKuy CTOSII 3a iBephio. Ha ero nuiie 651710 T7Ty60KO B3BOITHOBAaHHOE BRIPAXKEHMUE.

«Prillapu U3 0TpsAia TOPORCKOM 060POHEI?»



B ceppaiie MepnuHa HenpusTHO €KHYITO0. [Tociie TOro, Kak OH BEPHYJICS B 3aMOK, Y HETO OBIJI0O CMyTHOE
IPeqYyBCTBUE, UTO BOIIPOC CO CTAPUKOM JTOM MIPEBPATUTCS B OTPOMHYIO ITPobIemy.

TOJIBKO OH He 0XU[all, YTO HEIIPUATHOCTH HarPSIHYT TakK CKOpO.
«XM... YTO XK, XOpO1II0.»

MepnuH cIycTUCcS BHU3. B 3ase Ha CTyne cumesn MyK4uHa B JIeTKOM cepebpucTtoii 6poHe. PsmoMm ¢
HUM CTOSLJIM TPU pPHILIapsi, OfeThie B GOpMy OTpsifa TOPOACKOM 000POHHL.

MepnuH OKUHYN phillapell PaBHOOYIIHLIM B3TJII0M, & UTO KacaeTcs 4ejloBeKa B CepeOpuCThIX
mocriexax, MepnuH ele 0ojiee YBepPUICS B CBOUX JOTaiKaX OTHOCUTENIHHO MIPUYKHBI UX IIOSIBJIEHUS,
IIOTOMY YTO B 3TOM 4YeJIOBEKe OH cpa3y ke y3Hal MeuHnuka-XpaHutensa u3 Benukoro ['opopa.

«Br1 Yuncon Mepnua?»

YenoBek B cepeOPUCTHIX HoCIIeXax cpa3y ke 3aiajl BOIpoc.

«[a, 310 1. UTO BaM HYXKHO?»

B nuite MepnrHa He MOSBUIOCh HUKAKWX U3MEHEHHUM, OH BHITTIAAEN COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOKHO.

«Mp#I - Meunuku-XpanuTtesnu u3 Lepksu Ceeta Benukoro 'opoga. Bo3HUKIIM HEKOTOPHIE BOIIPOCHI,
KOTOphIE MBI IOJIZKHEI pacciiefoBaTh. UgémTe ¢ HamMu.»

Tpu peiLIaps U3 OTPsiga TOPOACKOM 0O0POHKI MOAOUUIH K MepIuHYy, MPHUCTAIbHO TJISAS Ha HEero.

Mepnun HaxMypuics. OH 3HaJI, YTO BIACTh 1IePKBU ObIJIa Ype3BEIYANHO BeJINKA, U €CITH OBIITU
MOOHJTM30BaHbI PHIIIAPU OTPSIAA TOPOACKOM 000POHEI, TO OHU, JOJIZKHO OBITh, ITOJIYYUIN Pa3pelIeHre
OT KacTeJigHa, TI03TOMY Y Hero He OBIJIO BEIOOpPa, KpOMe KaK IIPOCIefloBaTh 3a HUMHU.

«Xopo1110, 1 IOUAY C BaMU.»
MepnuH ofen IaabTo, @ 3aTeM BHIIIEN U3 3aMKa CJIedys 3a phillapeM B cepeOpUCTHIX HOCIIeXax.

I BOpenKuii IOCHeIIHo Ipodexkal 3a HUMH Iapy Iaros. IIopaBHABIINCE C MepIMHOM OH C TPEBOTOM
CIIPOCHIT:

«MacTtep MepiuH, 4TO CIIy4YuIoCh? MoXeT BO3HUKIIO KaKoe-TO HemopasyMenue? [I0JIKeH JIH s
TIOIIPOCKUTE CIpa OapOHa BEPHYTHCS?»

MepnuH OBIT €IMHCTBEHHBIM CBIHOM CEMbH YUJICOHOB ¥ HACTIETHUKOM THTYJIA. TakuM 00pa3oM, ObII0
BITOJTHE €CTECTBEHHO, YTO ABOPELKUN 04eHb 00€CIIOKOUIICS TAaKUM CEPbE3HBIM MHIIUIEHTOM.

MeanH IoKayvaJ rojioBoit. Ha ero mutle 6nia YJ'IBI6Ka, KOTr'la OH OTBETHII:

«He Hyx)HO OECITIOKOUTD OTIIa, BCE OymeT XOpoIo. 1 CMOTY PeIluTh 3TOT BOIPOC 0YeHb OBICTPO. AX
Ia, ¥ He TOBOpH Ma¥icH, eclii OHA y3HaeT, C €€ UMITYIbCUBHBIM XapaKTepPOM OHA TOYHO IIPEeAIpPUMET
YTO-HUOYIb UPPALMOHAIBHOE. »

[Tocrne Toro, Kak MepiauH 0THal MHCTPYKIIMY, OH He CIIella Cejl B 9KUIIaXkK, IOATOTOBIEHHbIH OTPSIIOM
TOPOMICKOM 00OPOHEI, ¥ MTOKUHYJT 3aMOK.

B skumaxe ¢ MepnuHOM eXasiu TOJIbKO ABOE: PHILIAph M3 OTPSia TOPOACKOM 000POHE! 1 MEeYHUK-



XpaHI/ITeHB. IIBa OPYTUX PBIIAPA CKaKaJlkd Ha JIOIIAaOsaX, OXPaHgdsa SKUIIAXK.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, MepnuH 0BT eIMHCTBEHHBIM HAaCJIETHUKOM THTYJa B ceMbe YuICOHOB. OH 3aHUMAI
O4YeHb BLICOKOE TI0JI0OKEHHE, T03ITOMY MeuHUK-XPaHUTE b OB CIelIHaIbHO OTIIPABIIEH 32 HUM.
HHaue He OBUIO OB HUKAKOTO CII0C00a BEITAIIATH €r0 U3 3aMKa YHMJICOHA, IT0oJIarasich JIUIIb Ha
PHIIIapes u3 OTPsima rOPOICKON 000POHHI.

«MaCTep MepJ’II/IH, BadM H€ HY2KHO II€PEKUBATE. MHu1 IIOIIPOCHIIX BAC IIPpO€XaTh C HaMU [OJId
paccienoBaHudg. ITocne TOro, KaK MhI IIOATBEPOUM, YTO ME€XKNOY BaMHU U ITOPOYHEIM €PETUKOM HE OBLIO
HUKAKWUX OTHOIIEHUW, MBI TyT XK€ II03BOJIUM BaM BEPHYTBLCA.»

ITO cKa3aja PHIaph U3 OTPsa TOPOACKON 000POHEI, KOTOPHIM exajl B oakunaxe. OH 04eHb 00s1cs
CeMbU YHJICOHOB, IMTOCKOJIbKY y 6apoHa OBIJT HEMHOTO CKBEPHBIM XapakTep. Y mo3ToMy OHU Omacajuch
BO3MOKHOT'0 THeBa 0apoHa, B ClTydae ecjiy TOT y3HaeT 00 3TOM IpellefieHTe.

XoTs phILIapsiM MIPUIINIOCH BHIIONHSTL MPUKA3H U 3aflepKUBaTh MepiuHa, OHU HE 0CMEJTHBAIUCh
oOpaIaThCs ¢ HUM Ipy0o UM HEYBAXKUTEITBHO.

MepnuH cnerka KuBHYJ 1 6oJblie He oOpalllajl BHUMaHUS Ha 9TOTO PhHIIaps, a BOT MeYHUK-
XpaHUTENb €r0 UHTEPEeCOBall.

Emy 651710 He Oosiblile TPUAIATH JIET, HO BhIpaXkKeHue ero auila 010 04eHb X0nogHeiM. OH CcUien B
KapeTe COBEPIIeHHO HeMOJABUKHO 1 He oOpalan Ha MepiuHa HUKAKOT0 BHUMAHMUSI.

MepHI/IH XOTeJI IIOIIBITAThCA BEIBEJATh XOTh KaKYI-O-HI/IGy'Hb HH(bOpMaHI/IIO n3 yCT 3TOTO MeuyHUKa.
H03TOMy OH CKa3aJl TUXUM I'OJIOCOM:

«Y MeHs eCThb IPYT, KOTOPHIN HECKOJIBKO HEeMlelb Ha3al OTIIPABUIICS IJIsi 00MeHa OIBITOM B Benukuii
TOPOM, ¥ OH CTal MeuUHUKOM-XpaHuTesaeM. §1 CIIBIAN, YTO OH [JaXe MONy4Yus 6/1aroCIOBeHUsT
II0OYETHOT'0 eMKCKoIa Benmukoro ropoma. Bel ciy4aiiHo, He 3HAETEe ero, Cap?»

«BrI roBopHuTe 0 KoyToHEe?»

MeuHuK-XpaHUTENb HaKOHEI] IPOSIBUNI XOTh KaK1e-TO SMOIH.
Ceppue Mepnuaa gporayso. OH MOCIHEIHO KUBHYJI, CKa3aB:
«[a, ma, BepHO, UMEHHO O HEM.»

[Tocne Toro, Kak MepnuH KUBHYJI, BEIpaXKeHue nulla MeuyHuKa-XpaHUTe s HaKOHel[ CMATYUIochk. OH
cKas3am:

«9TO OeUCTBUTENILHO UHTEPECHOE coBIaneHue. Ilocne Toro, kak KoyToH OblI 61arocioBién
671arOPOJHBIM EIMCKOIIOM, eT0 OTIIPABUIIM B HAIly HEGOJIBUIYI0O KOMaH/Y, HO TOCKOJIbKY OH JIMIIb
TOJIBKO YTO CTall MeYHUKOM-XPaHUTEJIEM, EMY He TI03BOJIU/IM OTIIPABUTHCS C HAMHU B 3TOT Pas.»

OtHomeHnre MeuHMKa-XpaHUTeNs K Mep/iiHy CTajio HaMHOTo 0ojiee TepIUMBIM Gr1aromaps ero
3HaKOMCTBY ¢ KoyToHOM. U BOT Teneps MepiuH HaKOHEI-TO PUCKHYJI 3aaTh BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIH
O4YeHb CUJIbHO BOJIHOBAJI €TO0.

«ITopouyHbIe epeTHKM OYeHb MOTYIeCTBEHHHBI. COTrIacHO JIereHaM, Bce OHU 00/1afaloT 37ILIMU
CUlaMH, ¥ OOBIYHBIE JIIOIW HUYETO He MOTYT UM IIPOTUBOIOCTaBUTh. OMHAKO Balll OTPSA CMOT YOUTH
ero. KTo Takoii 370 cap [1KeuCcoH?»



ITocne ToOro, Kak MepHI/IH 3aall 3TOT BOIIPOC, aTMOC(bepa B 3KHUIIaZXKe CPa3ly XKe CTalla HaHpH}I{éHHOfI.
Iaxe PEILIIAPL U3 OTPsida FOpOI[CKOfI 060p0HBI BBEIZKHJATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Me‘-IHI/IKa-XpaHI/ITeJ'Iﬂ.

EMy Ka3a/I0Ch IOJILCTHIA UX 3aUHTEPECOBAHHOCTD, ¥ OH OBITT 0YEHb MOBOJIEH TEM, UTO MOT OTBETHUTh
Ha UX BOIPOC.

«BrlI, pe0siTa, eNCTBUTENBHO CIIPOCUIIN HYKHOT'0 YejioBeKa. OcTasibHBIEe YIEHH Halllero OTPsAa He
3HAIOT IMYHOCTHU c3pa [IKercoHa. OH SBII€TCS BBICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIM YNHOBHUKOM B MHKBU3ULIUM.
Ero nonoxeHue BhIlIEe, 4eM faxke y Hac, MeYHUKOB-XpaHUTENIEN, M OH HANIPSAMYIO IIOAYUHSAETCSI
fopucoukIuy mraba. [Jaxe MOYETHHIN €MMUCKOI HEe UMEET IOJTHOMOYHY PYKOBOOUTD YJIeHaMHU
WukBu3uuu. Te B OCHOBHOM UMEIOT [IeJI0 C IOPOYHBIMU epeTukaMu. OOHaKO B LIEPKBU XOOAT CIIyXH,
YTO 4YJIeHEl MHKBU3UIIKMHU - 9TO JIIOAU, KOTOpPhle HaxoAsATcs OnuKe Bcero K bory, u Gnarogaps aToMy
OHM MOTYT IOJYYUTh BCEBO3MOXKHEIE MOTYIIECTBEHHEIE 003KEeCTBEHHBEIE CIIOCOOHOCTH ! »

IToka OH BCE 3TO TOBOPHUII, B €I0 I'lla3aX CBETUJIACh HE IIPHUKPHITAA 3aBUCTh.
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