KapeTta MeqjIeHHO [IBUTAJIACH I10 TJIaBHOM [OpoTe. MepnuH MPUKPHUT I'1a3a, OTAEIXast BHYTPH.
BHe3amHOo OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI CUJIBHYIO TPSICKY ¥ YCIIBIILIAJ PXKaHUe JIoMmafgen.

«Mocc, 4TO CIy4YuIoch?»
MepnuH pacnaxHyJ IITOPHL AJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTD €T0 00 3TOM.

Mocc xke B 9TO BpeMs ITPUKIIaAbIBAJl BCE BO3MOXKHEIE YCUIINSA, ITBITASACh KOHTPOJIMPOBATH
IIaHUKYIOIIETO T-IépHOl"O KOHS. YCBIIIaB HEJMOBOJIBCTBO B I'OJIOCE MepHI/IHa, Mocc ¢ HEKOTOPBIM
0eCIoKOMCTBOM CKa3al:

«MacTtep MepnuH, KOMaH/a peIIlapel MpoMyasnack, 060THAB HAC C3adu. 4 He 3Hal0, Kyna, YépT
BO3bMH, OHM TaK MYAThCS TI0 OXKUBJIEHHOH YIIUIIE.»

MepnuH TOOHS TOJTOBY ¥ TOCMOTPEN BAasb. [leHCTBUTENBHO, OH YBUAET YHAISIONIYIOCS KOMaHIy
PHIIIApPEeH B IPKO CUSIOMKX HocmexaX. OHM MYaJUCh BIEPe, TOTHOCTLI0 HTHOPUPYS MPOX0KUX U
TIOBO3KHM Ha fgopore. Bes ynuiia 6bl7la OXBaueHa Xa0CoOM, ¥ CO BCEX CTOPOH OBITTH CITBIIIHEI TPOKIISTHS.

OKMNMPOBKA Ha TeJlaX 3TUX phIllapel Obllla He TAKOW, KAaK y phIllaped WX TOPOACKOM CTpaxu. MepnuH
HUKOTA He BUIEJ X PaHbIIe.

«Xa? Mepnuu?»

BHe3anmHo 3HaKOMBIN T'OJI0C TOHECCS Oo yXa MepnuHa c60ky. OH ITOBEPHYII TOJIOBY U YBUEN
CTOSIBIIIYIO0 Y OOOYMHEI C ITPABOM CTOPOHEI YIIMITH KapeTy. Kyyep Toxke MBITANICS YCIOKOUTh
WCIyTaHHBIX JIOIIAafe!, a U3 KapeTsl BHIJIsAAbBana Mucc Kapuc, KoTopyro MepiuH He BULEN yXKe
0OJIbIlle NeCcATH THEeH.

«Mmwucc Kapwuc.»

MepuH NoCIenHo BeOpaics U3 KapeTkl, IOJOIIEN K HeW U CITPOCHUIT:
«Mucc Kapuc, ¢ BaMu BCE B IIOPSIOKE?»

Kapuc MsATKo mokaydasa roj0BOM U OTBETHUIIA:

«IIpocTo nmomaau HamyraHsl, s B nopsgke. CryiianTe, 1 HECKOJIBKO JHEU Ha3af e3[4ujia HaBeCTUTh
MHCTepa ITa, HO ero He ObIJI0 moMa. He 3HaeTe, B 4EM [I€JI0 U T'le OH IIPOTagaeT?»

«YuuTens JTa cKa3sall, 4To Y HETO €CThb KO€-KaKue JIMYHBIC eJid, 1 EMY HY2KHO Ha HEKOTOPO€ BpeMA
IIOKNHYTH BJ'IC-)KYOTep. A Kak pa3 Xo4y ImoexXaTh HeEMY CEeTOOHA U IIOCMOTPETH, BEPHYJIICA JIX OH.»

['y6rl Kapuc ClIoXUINUCH B YIBIOKY.

«Kaxkoe coBmapieHue, s Toxke cobupanach K Muctepy Jte. [loegem BmMecTe?»

MepnuH KuBHYJ. Ha ABYX 9KuUIIaxKax OHU IT0exajid K MaJIeHbKOMY AEPEBIHHOMY IOMYy MHUCTEpa JTHL.
Bckope oHM 0CTaHOBUINCH. MOCC OTKPBIIT IIITOPEI KAPETH ¥ OeCIIOMOIIIHO cKa3all MepnuHy:
«MacTtep MepiuH, Mbl He CMOXKEM [asiblile IpoexaTh, Jopora 3abI0KupoBaHa. »

«3ab10KupoOBaHa?»



MepnuH HaXMYPUJICS ¥ BEICYHYJICS HAPYXKY, YTOOBI OCMOTPETH yiaully. Hemaneko oT MaeHbKOI0
[IEPEBSIHHOTO IOMa CTapyKa JTHI CTOSIJIO HECKOJIBKO JIIOfIel, Mperpaxaaomx JOpory.

«B uéMm meno?»
Kapuc Toxe BhIlIIa 13 KapeThl. OHa YAUBIEHHO IepeTigHy/ack ¢ MepIrHOM.

«Mucc Kapuc, mopora, kaxeTcs, 3a6;I0KMpoBaHa. MOXKeT HaM CTOUT IOUTH U IIOCMOTPETH, B YEM
Oeno?»

OHuU TIPOIIIM HECKOJIBKO JeCSTKOB IIaroB BIIEPEN, OKa3aBIIKUCh B Tojmne. MepnuH u Kapuc Obinu
BEICOKMMH, TI03TOMY OHHU BCE €Ill€é MOTJIM BUAETH, UTO ITPOUCXOIUT, XOTS HaXOJUIIUCH 110 APYTYIO
CTOPOHY TOJIIIHL.

«9TO CHOBa Ta Xe Irpymnmna peinapei? Mucc Kapuc, Bbl 3HaeTe KTO OHU?»

MepnuH yBU#eN ABaAlaTh phillapel B cepebpucTo-0ebix Jocnexax nocpenu Toanel. OHU ObIIN TEMH,
KTO HEMCTOBCTBOBAJI Ha YJIHUIle M BLI3BAJI XaoC paHee. Temnepb OHU 3a0IOKHPOBAIM NOPOTY X HUKOTO
He MPOIYCKaJIK, YTO IPUBEJIO K OOJIBIIOMY CTOJIITOTBOPEHHIO.

KapHc OOJITO CTOAJIa, HAXMYPUBIINCH U BHUMATEJIIEHO Ha6monana 3a 06MYHI[I/IpOBaHI/IeM 9TON T'PYIIIIBL
pbluapeﬁ. 3aTeM OHa IIOHM3WJIa T'0JI0C U CKalaa:

«To4HO He 3Hal0, HO, TTISIAS Ha UX JOCIIEeXHM MOTY IIPEANOoI0XHUTh, YTO 3TO MeYHUKU-XPaHUTETU
LiepkBu CBeTa. Ho B BiiakyoTep ux HET, Tak 4YTO 51 He MOTY yTBEPKAATh HaBEPHIKA.»

«Me4uHUKU-XpaHUTEIU?»

MepnuH nepecnpocusn. Cpa3y ke 0H BClioMHUI KoyToHa, IIOTOMY 4TO OH CTall Me4YHUKOM-
XpanurteneM Lepksu CseTa B BemukoM ropoge.

«MoxeT oHu U3 Benukoro ropopa?» - MepauH CIIPOCHUI TaKXKe TUXO.

«Benukuu ropon? Xm... Bo3M0KHO, HO 3a4eM UX CTOIBKO Ipuexaso B biakyoTrep. CIy4unocs 4To-1o
CephLE3HOE?»

Kapuc 1 MepnuH neperiasgpBaIich C TPEBOTOU U HeJOyMeHUeM Ha julax. [I0CKONMbKY KaXabi
MeyHUK-XpaHUTEb OB BHIIAIOMIENCS IMYHOCTBIO, OHY HE IMTOHUMAJIH, YTO 320kl IEJIbIM OTPSIT B UX
He0O0JIbIIOM TOPOJIKE.

Cxopee BCero, MPOU30IIJI0 YTO-TO CEPhE3HOE, Pa3 OBaALATh MeYHUKOB-XpaHUTeeH, KOTOPHIE TI0
CBOEMY CTATyCy OBUIM PaBHB apPUCTOKpATaM, HAaIIPABUIIK CIOJA.

B 9TOT MOMEHT C3ajIu IOSIBUJIACH eIIlé OOHa KOMAaH/a PHIapei, HO 9TO GBI BCEM 3HAKOMEIHM OTPS
TOPOACKOM 000POHEI BIsKyoTep.

Tonma TyT XKe pacCTynuiach, Mpomnyckas ux. Bemymuit prirjaph KPUKHY HEOITO3HAHHEIM PHITIAPSIM:
«OTKy[a BHI phILIApU?»
Prirtaps B cepeOpsHOM IieMe MarHy Biepéen. C ropaocThio ¥ BEICOKOMEPUEM OH OTBETHIL:

«Mel - Meunukn-Xpanutenu u3 Llepkeu CBeTa Benukoro ropoma!»



PEIITapu TOPOLCKOTO OTPsIa 000POHE! ObIIIH B II0OKE. B 00RIYHEIE THY [JaKe KaCTEeJSHY IIPUXONKUIIOCH
BEKJTUBO 00pamaThCsi K MeUHUKY-XPaHUTE0, ECIIM OH MpUe3kas U3 Benukoro ropoaa.

<<M01"y JIX {1 Y3HATh, UTO IIPUBEJIO BacC, IIOYETHHIX MEYHUKOB B Halll HEOOJIBLIIION TOpOJIOK?» -
OCTOPO2KHO CIIPOCHII PBILIAPE U3 TOPOOCKOT'0 OTPAOA 060pOHI:>I.

«MBI TOTyYUIK MPUKa3 OT €MUCKOIIa ITpUeXaTh U IoWMaTh MOPOYHOTO epeTrka 13 KoponeBcTBa
Yépuoii JIyHbl. Brl HOMXKHE GBICTPO MOKUHYTH 9TO MECTO, UJTU B MOXKeTe ObITh paHEHHI er0 Maruei.»

[To Tomnme MpoOHeCIUCh NIOKUPOBAaHHBIE BOCKIIUIIAHUS, OYITO JTIOOYM YCIBIIIANKA 0 KAKON-TO MyTalole
Bemry. Cpasy xke ToJma, KoTopas ellé MrTHOBEeHMe Ha3af IBITalack Iogo0paThcs mobnuxe u
paccMoTpeTs moOoIbINe, Tofanack Ha3aa. B MrHOBeHHe 0Ka BO3jie MeUYHUKOB-XpaHUTe IeH
00pa30Basiock NyCTOE MPOCTPAHCTBRO.

Iaxke MOJIO[IbIe PHII[APY TOPOACKOI0 OTPsiia 000POHEI ObIIM MTOTPSICEHBI ¥ CTOSITIU C BHIPaXKeHUEM
yXaca Ha JTAIax.

MepnuH He 3HaJI, KTO TaKue ITOPOYHble epeTuku. OMHAKO, YBUIEB PEAKIINI0 OKPYKAIOIIUX, OH MOT
Oomnee UMM MeHee [OrafgaThCsl, YTO 3TO OBIIM YPE3BHIYAWHO y2KaCHBIE U CTPAIlIHbIE CYOBHEKTHL.

«MeuHUK BOrT, MOPOYHEIM epeTHK HaXOOUTCS B HEOOIBIIIOM JePEBIHHOM loMe BIepenu. Bo3pMure
CBOUX JIIOJIeN U OKPYKUTE 3TO MECTO.»

MyxurHa B 6e/10M MaHTUU ITOBEPX NOCIIEX0B MHCTPYKTHUPOBAJ CBOUX MOMUUHEHHBIX.

Ha ceppue vy Borra 05110 TpeBoxkHO. Kak ¥ 0XKKIanock, OHU HaId epeTuka. OH He CMeJl TPaTUTh
BpeMs BIycTyio. CrieliHO 00HaXKUB CBOM BENTUKUN Med, CIIOBHO COOMpPasiCh BCTPETUTLCS C BparoM, OH
BeJleJl JI0KKUHE phillapel mo0exaTth Bliepel U OKPYXKUTL CTPOEHUE.

«Ax? Pa3Be 3TO He IOM MHUCTepa ITHI?»

BcrpeBoxkenHast Kapuc HeBOIbHO BCKpUKHYTA. K cuacThio, 3ByKH, KOTOPBIe M3[IaBaJid PhIlapy ObLIN
OYeHb T'POMKUMH U CMOTJIM CKPHITh €€ TOJI0C.

MepnuH mocremHo cxBaTun Kapuc 3a pyky u notsinyn Ha ce6s. OH He 6eCIIOKOMIICSI O TOM, KaK ero
[EVCTBUS BHITTIANEIN CO CTOPOHEL, ¥ IIOCIEIIHO CKa3al TUXUM I'0JI0COM:

«Mucc Kapuc, He u3pnaBaiTe HU 3ByKa.»

KoneuyHo, MepiuH TOXKe BHU[IEJ, YTO IeJIbI0 3TOM I'pymnnbl MeYHUKOB-XpaHUTEe el OblT MaTeHbKUH
OEePEeBIHHBIN TOM TaUHCTBEHHOTO CTapUKa JTHI.

«MepnuH, KaK Bl JyMaeTe, BEpHYJICSA U MUCTep JTa? Hapmerocs, 3T0 KaKoe-To Heflopa3yMeHue U ero
OHO He KacaeTcs.»

Ha sToT pa3 Kapuc npegycMOTpUTENbHO TOBOPHJIA MIETIOTOM.

JIumo MepnuHa OBITIO CePhE3HBIM ¥ MPAYHbLIM, OH JIUIIb CJIETKa IT0Kaydas Ioj0Bod. Y Hero ObII0
OTUYETIIMBOE IIJI0XO0e IIPeIUyBCTBHE, KaK OYNTO 3TH 0OBUHEHUS He 6€CIIOYBEHHE!, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB €TI0
yYUTEeIb OBUT HEHCTBUTENILHO CTPAHHBIM YEeJIOBEKOM.

MeyuHUKOB-XpaHUTEJIENW OKPYKUIIA HEOOIbIIOHN IePEBSIHHBIM OM CTapuKa JTH HECKOIbKUMHU
rpymnmnamMu. MeyHuk Borr, ¢ yBaxKeHHeM CIIPOCHI  YesloBeKa B 0e10i MaHTUM:



«Cap [IkeiicoH, 4TO HaAM AeNaTh Jasblie?»

YernoBek B 0eJ10i MaHTUU CJIeTKa IPUIIYPUIICS, IHITAsICh Pa3rifeTsh 00CTaHOBKY BHYTPHU AOMa.
OpHako [IBepy U OKHa OBbLJIX MJIOTHO 3aKPHITHL.

CrycTs HEKOTOPO€E BPeMS OH BCE K€ OTBETHUII:
«MeuHnuk Bborr, BoiifiTe BHYTPb U IIPOBEPLTE. BymeT nydiile, eCu epeTHKa I0MMaloT JKUBEIM. »

Meunuk Borr OBl cerka olieioMyIEH. Bce 3Hamu, HACKOIBKO Y2KaCHBIMU ObIBAIOT ITOPOYHbIE
epeTukH, HO [[2KeWCOoH yxkKe OTHan npuka3. XoTsa oH 0bl1 MeunukoM CBeTa BTOPOTO YPOBHS, OH MOT
JIAIID TOMYHUHUTHCS.

Htak, Borr B35y ¢ co00i TpEX MeuHUKOB-XpaHUTEe! U BOPBAJICS B HEOOIBIIOM IePEBSHHEIM I0M
BMECTE C HUMH.

B3rnsaasl Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOMUX ObLIM HANPSAKEHHB, HO LIITM MUHYTHI, @ BHYTPU OBIJIO THXO:
«MoxeT ObITh, HHPOPMAIIUs HEBEPHA?»

BHe3amHO U3HYTPY OOMa JOHECJIOCh HECKOJIBKO IIPUTIYIIEHHEIX 3BYKOB. OOyTIeHHbIE Tella
MeuyHHKOB, KOTOPHIE BOPBAJIUCH B IOM PaHee BhITETeNH Hapyxky. OT HUX UCXOOUTT Y2KaCAIOIIUK 3armax
[IaJIEHOM IIJIOTH.

Tena HeCKOMbKUX MeUYHUKOB TAKEIIO yIIaJIk Ha 3€MJII0, He IBUTasICh. Bce onu Obinu MEPTBHI.

Prillapu TOPOACKOTO OTpsifia 000POHEI, KOTOPHIE HAXOAUIKUCh OBINTK ONKXkKe K MaJleHbKOMY
IepeBIHHOMY JoMYy, 60/bIlle HEe MOTJIM CKpPHIBATh y2Kac B CBOMX CepfllaX, YBUAEB TPU 00y I€HHbIX
Tesa. Bce OHM MOBEPHYIUCH U OTCTYIIUIY TIOAAIbIIE.

9Ty MeyHUKY He ObITM OOBLIYHBIMU TIonbMU. KaXkabii u3 HUX OB, 10 KpaliHel Mepe, MeUHUKOM
CBerta nepBoro ypoBHs. TeM He MeHee UX 3TO He CIaclo.

«CsaTon Cset, Packomn!»

HiMeHHO B 9TO BpeMs U3 JoMa pa3falicsi TPOMKHUM rojoc. Tpoe MeYyHMKOB OBIIM MEPTBEH, a borr Bcé
elllé HaXOOUJICSI BHYTPU. DTOT BO3TJIac IpUHafexasn eMy. TyT ke U3 IoMa IToKa3anach purypa B
COTIPOBOXKOEHUU OCJTIETTUTEILHO 0€JI0TO CBeTa.

«Cap [IKeiliCOH, epeTuK BHYTPHU.»

Temno Borra Ob1JI0 OKYTaHO OCJIEIUTENILHEIM O€JIBIM CBeTOM. TeM He MeHee, IOTpenaHHas OfeXya Ha
€ero Tejie BCE elre Onlla BUgHa cMyTHO. C ero mpaBoil pyKHu Karaja CBexkas KpOBb. BHIIO 04eBHIHO,
YTO OH PaHEH.

«OH MeuHMK BTOPOTO YPOBHSA!»

Kapwuc, KoTopast CTosi/ia PSIoM ¢ MepuHOM, CKa3aja C HefloBepreM. ITOT YeJI0BEK I10 MPaBy
3aC/IyKUBaET YBaXKeHUe.

Meunuk I1epo Ovin Bcero nuilb OTHEHHBIM MeYHUKOM IIepBoro ypoBHS. Onpg YUICOH, KOTOPHII
IOJIT0e BpeMsi BoeBaJl, Takxke Obll CTUXUUHBIM MeYHUKOM ITEPBOT0 YPOBHS Ha CBOEM NuKe. OmHAKO
OH IT0Ka He IIPOPHIBA/ICId Ha BTOPOU YPOBEHb.



MepmuH OBIT IOTPSICEH TEM, YTO MPSIMO CeHYac BeJIMKHH U MOTYyYrni MeYHHUK BTOPOTO YPOBHS
HAXOMMJICS B TAKOM XKaJIKOM COCTOsTHMM. OH MPaKTHYECKH cOexkasl U3 loMa B CyMaToXe U IIPH 3TOM
OBLT CEPBE3HO PaHEeH.

YemnoBek B 6e10¥ MAaHTUU XOJIOMHO B3TJITHYJ Ha HETO, 3aTeM I'JIy0OKO B3[OXHYJI M KPUKHYJ B CTOPOHY
noMa:

«Epetuk, Hau Bor npouaet 3a6nyamue aymu. Ecnu 651 TH TOIBKO MOT BEPHYThHCSA B 00BbATHS Bora,
TIOBEPUTD B HETO U CTaTh ONHUM U3 BOXKbUX JTIOfeH, Torga TBOM rpex ObUI OB OYHUIIEH. »

«Bbor? Ectb nu bor B aToM Mupe? CMeIlHO, JeliCTBUTENILHO CMelIHO! Bhl, Kak 3aKkIuHaTe b I1ePBOro
YPOBHS, HEYKeJIX 0 CUX II0p He 3HaeTe 00 3TOM CMEXOTBOPHOM JIKU Balllel 1epKBU? ¢ BepIo TOJIBKO
B IIPaBAy, 5 BePIO B UCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTL Maruy, a He B BooOpaxkaeMoro bora, 0 KOTOpOM BHI, JIIONY,
TOBOPUTE.»

XpUIIBEIY T'0JI0C ITPO3BYYall U3 MaJlleHbKOT0 IePeBIHHOTO ioMa. A 3aTeM OTTyHa Me[JIeHHO BhHIIIeN
YeJI0BeK.
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