XoTst Mep/uH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO CTAPUK JTa OB JOBOJIBHO CTPaHHHIM, Kapuc cKa3aja, 4YTO OH 0YEeHb
XOpOII B CBOEM fejie. I109ToMy y Hero He 0CTanoch omaceHu. Cierka moKJIOHWBLIINCH eMy, MepiuH ¢
yBaKeHHeM CKa3al:

«MepyH TOTOB YUUTHCA Y BaC, yUUTesb JTal»
«OTNIUYHO.»
XMypoe JUI0 CTapuKa Tl Cpa3y e PacIlIbIOCh B IIUPOKOHU yIIHIOKE.

«MepnuH, IPUXOAX CEeTONHS MHEM M HauHEM C u3yueHUs 6a30BbIX 3HAHUM 00 OILleHKE
aAHTMKBapHaTa.»

MepnuH He OCMeJIMBAJICS BO3paxKaTh, I03TOMY OH KMBHYJ M CKa3aJll, YTO IIPUAET BO BTOPOI IIOJIOBUHE
nHs. [Toce yero MyzK4uHa OTIpaBu MepnuHa u Kapuc 3a gseps.

«Mucc Kapuc, KTo 0OH Takou?»

MepnuH He MOT 00JIbille TepIeTs 00ypeBaBliiiee ero TOOO0MBITCTBO, TO3TOMY CIIPOCHUJI, KaK TOJIbKO OHU
0Ka3auch 3a OBephi0. Kapuc 3agymanack Ha MTHOBEHUE, TPEXK/Ie YeM OTBETHUTh:

«Mucrep JTa, KaxkeTcs, mpuexasn B BIskyoTep U3 KaKoro-To gpyroro Mecta. OH XKUBET OfUH, U 5
HUKOTTIa He BUIela, YTOOH ero HaBellanu PoacTBeHHUKU. OH BeIET HEMHOI'0 3aTBOPHUYECKUH 00pa3
JKU3HU, ¥ KaXKEeTCS aHTUKBapUaT - EMUHCTBEHHOE, UTO HMHTEPECYET €T0 B 9TOM XKU3HU. 4 clnydaliHo
BCTPETHUIIA €T0, CIIPOCHUB OOHaX bl coBeTa. C TeX mop 5 BCerga KOHCYIbTUPYIOCh C MUCTEPOM JTOH,
€CJIM CTAJIKMBAIOCh C TeM, Yero He IIOHUMa. ITO BCE, YTO 5 MOT'Y O HEM paccKalaTh, OOJBIIETO,
TI0XKasy#, He 3HaeT HUKTO B TOpofe.»

MepnuH KUBHYJI. 3aTe€M OH BEPHYJICS B 3aMOK B CBOEU KaperTe.

[OuéM MepnuH CHOBa IIpHexan K MaJeHbKOMY IOMY CTapuKa JTH. K TOMy BpeMeHU orofa yxe
HEMHOT'0 ITposicHunIach. CHeT, KOTOPBIi LIENT CYTKKU HAIIPOJIET, HAKOHEI] IpeKpaTuscs. TeM He MeHee,
BO3[IyX BCE elll€ ObIJT 04eHb XOIOOHEIM. Mep/IuH IOMJIOTHEE YKYTaJICS B CBOE IaJIbTO U IMOOHSJICS Ha
BTOPO# 9TaXk, IIOCTy4aB B iBepb. OHA OTKPHIIAaCh 0YEHB OLICTPO, OMHAKO Ha JIHIle CTapuKa JThI OBLIO0
HanucaHo O6e3pa3nuyue.

«MOKHO CUMUTaTh, YTO THl IIPUILIEN BOBpEMS, HE IIJI0X0.»

Crapuk JTa 6osblile HUUEro He cKa3aJl, Mpomyckas MepnuHa B KOMHATYy. [logoiasa K KaMuHY,
MepnuH yBUOET TOJICTYIO KHUTY, JIe¥XKallyio Ha HebobiIoM cTonrke. CTapuk JTa MOTHSI T'OJIOBY,
IIOCMOTpEI Ha MepivHa 1 HeOpezKHO CKa3a:

«AHTUKBapHaT - 3TO 0CAfIOK UCTOPUH. [I03TOMY, €CITH ThI XOUEeIllb ITOHSTh, YTO 3a MPEAMET CTaPUHEI
nepen TOOOH, TH [OJIXKEH 3HATh U TJTy0OOKO MOHUMATh €r0 UCTOPUYECKOE ITPOUCXOXKIeHNE, HAIIPUMED,
aHTHUKBapuar 3moxu MMnepun MonTa, KOTOPEIY THl MHTEPECYEIIbCS - ECITU THl X04Yelllb pa30upaThCs B
HEM, THI IOJKEH CHadasa pa3bupartbcsa B uctopuu Mmnepun Monta. T 3HaeTe, 4TO SBJISIIOCH
CaMbIM BaXKHBEIM acCIIeKTOM, OIIPeeIsiBIINM TOT IIEPUOL UCTOPUU?»

MepnuH 1oKayas roJ0BOM, TaK Kak eMy He XBaTasio 3HaHu# 00 MMmnepuu MosnTa.

«3JTO A3BIK. 3K HEOOXOMUM IJ151 CYLIeCTBOBAHUS BEJIMKOM U 00 beUHEHHOM uMniepun. TONbKO
yepes A3bIK Mbl MOXKEM ITOHSTh MHOTHE COOBITHS TOT0 BpeMeHH. KOHEeYHO, I3BIK TakXKe SBIISIeTCS
O4YeHb XOPOIIUM METOOM UAEHTU(PUKAIINY aHTUKBapuarTa.»



Crapuk JTa HeOPEeKHO B3I KHUTY CO CTOJIA U Iepefas eé MepnuHy. Mep/vH OTKPHIT €€ Ha
CIIy4arHOM CTpaHUIle ¥ 00HAPYKUI CTPaHHEIe CUMBOJE. OH HUKOTHA He BUOEN UX paHbile. CTapuk
91a 00BACHUI:

«JTO0 I3BIK MojsTal»
«XM?»

I'ma3a MepirHa 3aropeyuch. ITOT SI3BIK CHIBHO OTIUYAJICS OT TOT0, KOTOPHIHM MCIIOTb30BAJICS ceidac
B KoponescTtBe CBeTa. CBsIleHHbIH 136K CBeTa OB B HEKOTOPOM CTEIIeHHU IOX0XK Ha 3alagHbe
JTATUHCKYE aJi(paBUTH €ro MPeIbIayIIero MUpa, C Pa3IuYHEIMU OYKBAMU, COCTABISIOUIUMYU 0oJiee
TBICSTYHU CJIOB M ¢pa3. YTo KacaeTcs s3blka MonTa, Kaxas ero OykKBa BHITJISIeIa KaK r0JI0BACTHK.
MepnuH He CMOT OIPENENUTh OCOOBIX Pa3IUYui MeXIy HUMH.

«MepInuH, eCcli¥ TH X04elIllb OIleHUBAaTh aHTHKBapuaT BpeMéH Mmmepuu Morsita, TH JOIKEH HadaTh C
U3y4yeHus sS3bIKa.»

WTak, MepnuH NpUHAICS 3a 3Ty Ype3BhYaHO CKY4YHYIO 3afjayy, HO OH OBIJI YBJI€UEH IIPOLIECCOM.
Bo3Mo0xkHO, y Hero ObUT HeKUY BPOXKIEHHEIM TalaHT K U3yUYeHHI0 SI3BIKOB, IOCKOJIbKY B TeYEHUE JHS
OH y2Ke OCBOMJI HECKOJIBKO IecsITKOB cJI0B. KoHeuHO, TpeboBasach HaCTOMYUBOCTD, KakK U IIPU
U3y4eHUH JII000T0 APYToro HOBOTO S3kKa. YeI0BeK CMOXKET IIOJTHOCThI0 TOHUMATh €0 TOJIbKO MOCTIe
00y4yeHUs B TeYeHUEe HECKOIbKUX MECSIEB MU laxe JeT. [leHb mpolen o4eHb ObICTPO. Bups, uto
He00 NTOCTeIIeHHO CTEMHEJI0, CTapUK JTa XOJIOOHO CKa3all:

<<XOpOH.IO, XBATHUT Ha CETOOHSI. BO3BpaHlafICH u HOHpaKTPIKyfI CJIOBA, KOTOPHBIE ThI Y2K€ BEIYUMII.»
«YuuTens IJTa, g 00s13aTENILHO BCE IIOBTOPIO, IIO BO3BPAIlEHUN OOMOM. »

MeprnuH crerka IOKJIOHUICS eMy, YTOOH eIll€ pa3 BHIPa3UTh CBOE yBaXKeHUe, IpeXke YeM OKUHYTh
MaJIEHBKUH IOM.

Ha ynuiie myn X0omogHEIH BeTep. MepiuH, KOTOPEIH OBIT HEMHOTO COHJTUBEIM OT [OJITOTO CUIAEHUS 3a
KHUTOU Y KaMHHa, Cpa3y ke B36ompusics. OH HAmpaBUICS K KapeTe.

«Mocc, 06paTHO B 3aMOK!»

MepnuH 3ane3 B KapeTy U BEITSHYJ HOTH, IPUCJIOHUBILUCH CIIMHOU K cTeHe. OH cerka
IIOMaCcCHpPOBa BUCKK 00eMMM pyKaMu. XOTsI CETOMHS y HeTro OBINTM YTOMUTEIbHbLIE 3aHATHS Y CTapuKa
OTHI, 3TO OBIJT CAMBIN TPOOYKTUBHBIN HEHb C T€X 0P, KaK OH MPUOBIT B 3TOT MUP. ... [IpoIIio
HECKOJIbKO AHer. Mep/uH KaXabli JeHb XOOUI K CTAapUKY IJTe. 3a 3aHATUIMU OHU IPOTEKaIu TUXO.

«]IBOpEIKU, YTO-TO HE TAK?»

[Tocne Toro kak MepiuH no3aBTpakas, OH TUXO CIIPOCUII JBOPELKOro. PaHee OH 3aMeTUI, YTO C HUM
CerofHs 4YTO-TO He Tak. [IBOpPELIKUY IOMEMJIUII CEKYHAY, IPEeXIe YeM CKa3aTh:

«Mactep Mepnus, Mucc Msiicu IOKUHYIa 3aMOK yKe OeBSATh JHEeU Ha3af U C TeX IIop He
BO3Bpamanach. CiegyeT 11 HaM OTIPaBUThH JIIOfel Ha €€ TIOUCKU B Benukuii ropon?»

MepnuH ObIT oleIOMJIEH. B TeueHue mocneHuX OHEN ero 6ECIIOKOUIIO TONBKO U3yUeHHEe S3bIKa

Monrta. Kaxpplii JeHb ObUT 0UeHb IPOAYKTUBHEIM, ITI03TOMY OH 1103a0bU1 0 Maticu. Teneps xke OH

BCIIOMHMJI, Kak MelCH TOBOpHJIa, YTO 3Ta MOe3[Ka 3aliMET BCEro TPHU-MATh JHEH, HO IPOIJIO yXKe
[ECATH, @ OHA [0 CUX [IOp He BepHyJachk. HeyquBUTeIbHO, YTO ABOPELIKUY BOTHOBAJICH.



«JlaBaiiTe He OyOeM CIIEIIHO OTIPABIATE iofer B Benukuit ropon. CerogHs s y3Hao Yy YHCOHA, ECTh
JIY Y HETo Kakue-mubo HOBOCTH. »

IBopelKui KUBHYJ, a 3aTEM ITPUKa3aJjl CIyraM OYUCTUTb 00ENEHHEIN CTOJI.

HOprB XOJIOOHOT'O BETPA pa3MeTall IIOJIBI IIaJIbTO MepJ'[I/IHa, KOr'ma OH BEHIIIEJI U3 3aMKa, 3aCTaBUB €TI0
HEBOJIbHO B3OPOTHYTh. XO0Ts IOCJIeJHNE HECKOJIBKO OHEW CHeTra He On110, U SAPKO CBETHUIIO COJIHIIE,
OBLITO IIO-TIpeXKHEMY O4Y€HEb XOJIOOHO.

«Mocc, e3xKal K YIUTEI0 ITa.»

Mepnun HeEMHOTO momMeniua. OOBIYHO OH IOCEeIal YYUTeNs BO BTOPOY ITOJIOBUHE [HS, HO IIOCKOIBKY
OH coOupaJCs CeTOIHS HalTH DHCOHA, YTOOH! MOCIPAIIABATEL €I'0 0 HOBOCTSX, €My BCE Xe MPUIIIOCh
CHayasla IONTH K CTapuky IATe U 00BSICHUTH CUTyalmioo. KapeTta MeyieHHO TIOKUHYJIa 3aMOK. ...
MepnvH BCTal Mepeq OBEPhI0 CTapuKa ITH UM THXO II03Ball:

«Yuuresnp JTa.»

CrycTsl HECKOJIBKO MUHYT MepJIMH He YCIIbIIal HUKAaKOro 0TBETA, II09TOMY OH IIPOTSIHY PYKY,
yTOOBI TOCTy4aTh B ABEPD. [IBEPh HEOKUIAHHO OTKPHIIACh, KOTHAa PyKa MepiauHa MSATKO KOCHYJIACh
e€. MepJyIuH MOCTOSITT TaM HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, IIpexkye 4eM BONTH BHYTPh. OH 00BICKAJl BECh IOM, HO
He yBUMEeJ HUKaKuX ClefloB yuuTens. [Ioxoxe, cTapuka AeNCTBUTEILHO He ObIJIO loMa.

«YuuTenb JTa cIUIKOM HeOpexkeH. [axke aBeph He 3anepTa. Pa3Be oH He OOUTCS, YTO BOPHI MOTYT
BJIOMUTHCS CIOfIa B €T'0 OTCYTCTBUE?» - TpoOopMOTan MepiuH.

B nocnenHee BpeMsi 6e30n1acHOCTh B biakyoTep Oblia HeymoBIeTBOPUTENbHOU. OfHakKo Mepnun
3HaJI, YTO CTApUK ITa Bceraa ObUT CTPaHHLIM U 3arafgouHbiM. OH Ipue3Kai Ciofia yKe IOUTH [IeCATh
IHEW, ¥, TeM He MeHee, OH TaK U He y3HaJI, YeM CTapuK 3apabaTriBall Ha XKKU3Hb. OH TOJILKO 3HAJ, YTO
B 9TOM JOMe TOT XKUJI COBepIlIeHHO ofuH. Kpome MeprnuHa u Kapuc, KoTopast UHOT[a IOCEIIaNy ero,
HUKTO CIOfla He IPUXOnus. MepnuH [orafacs, 4YTo CTapuK JTa, BEPOATHO, Ipuexas B briakyoTep 6e3
ceMbH. Bupgs, 4To yunuTens HeT foMa, MepuH TUXO0 CeJl Tepef KaMAHOM U CTall KAaTh, HE TOPOIIACH,
IIOBTOPSISL TO, UTO OH BHIYUYMII 3a ITOCJIeIHUE HECKOIBKO gHel. [1o mpolecTBUM 4aca, TeMIliepaTrypa B
IoMe, Ka3ajoCh, 3HaUUTENbHO yiana. [IoaToMy, MepnuH go0aBul HEMHOTO APOB B KaMuH. IMEHHO B
3TOT MOMeHT MepJiuH yCblllia ard BHU3Y 3a ABepbl0. CTapuk JTa, CKOpee BCEro, BEPHYJICS,
II03TOMY MepiuH MOCIEIIHO BCTall. YBugeB MepiHa B oMe, TOT YAUBUIICS U CIIPOCUI:

«MeprnuH, I0YeMy THI 3[E€Ch?»

MepnuH yBUMeN, YTO Ha yYuTese ObIM MIMHHBIE KOKAHBIE CAllOTH, Ha KOTOPHIX HATUIIIA KOMbS
rpsi3u u 3eMyu. Ero mutio 651710 cnerka 671eMHBIM, ¥ OH BHITJISIAEN TaK, CIIOBHO 0YeHb yCTal. MepiuH
HEe CMOT OIIPeeNUTh II0 er0 BHEIIHeMY BH[Y, TIe OH OB

«Yuutens JTa, g l'IpI/II.TIéJ'I OTIIPDOCUTHCA Yy BacC. Bo3moxkHO, MHE IIpuaoeTCAa 3aHAThCA CEeMEeUHBIMUI
JejlaMH BO BTOpOfI IIOJIOBHHE OHA, IIOSTOMY A HE IIPHUAY CEeromgHsa Ha 3aHATHA. »

MepnuH BHUMAaTEIbHO HabIIOmaN 3a peakimen yuntens. K ero yauBneHuio cTapuk Jta He
Pa303/IuIICs, U ObIT IPeeIbHO CIIOKOeH. CIyCTs Mmapy CeKYHM OH KUBHYII I'0JIOBOM U CHEPIKAHHO
CKasa:

«MHe TakXe HYKHO OTJIYYUTBCS 110 fiejiaM B OuKailie HeCKOJIBKO IHEH, T03TOMY, BO3MOXKHO,
TBOE 006pa3oBaHUe Ha KaK0e-TO BpeMs IPEKPaTUTCS.»



MepnuH ObnT ynuBneH. CTapuk ITa 00BIYHO BHITIISIAEN TaK, OyOTO OH OblT 6€33a00THEIM
6e3menbHUKOM. Kakue y Hero Mornu OBITH fesa?

«Korma Bel BEpHETECH?»

«He Mory cka3aTh HaBEpHSKA, BO3MOXKHO, TPY UJIU ISATh THEN, BO3IMOXKHO, HECATh THEN UIH JaxKe
nmonmMecsiia. Ho THI oMKeH IMOMHUTH, Jaxke IMOKa MeHs He OyIeT PSOoM, THl TOIKEH XOPOIIIOo
IIPAKTHKOBATHCS B U3YUEHUHU SI3bIKa MosiTa. Y MeHsT TyT eCTh HEKOTOPBIE 3aMETKH U KOe-KaKue
IIepeBOfIbl Ha CBSIIeHHOM si3biKe CBeTa. f chemnarn BCE 3TO HECKOJIBKO JIET Hal3afl, II03TOMY BO3bMHU UX
Y TIOTIBITaMCs pa300paThCs caM. OTH 3aMeTKU [IOJIXKHEI TOMOYb TeOe B MOBHIIIIEHUY YPOBHS
IIOHMMAaHUS SI3BIKa.»

Cka3zas 9T0, CTapuK JTa BBHITALIXII TOJICTYIO CTOIIKY MaTepuUasioB U mepepnas ux Mepnuny. Mepnus
OBbLI B paCTEPSIHHOCTU. JTa Ky4da JOKYMEHTOB Oblsla He 0OBIYHEIM ITpegMeToM. Pa3Be 3T0 He OBIIO
SKBMBAJIEHTHO CJI0BapI0 U3 €ro MpoIIoi XKu3Hu? bosee TOro, 3Ty 3anucu ObUIM HallMCaHbl CTaPUKOM
OToMH, O3TOMY OHU OBbLIM YPE3BbIYAMHO IIEHHEIMU. B 9Ty 910Xy Takue Bely MOXKHO CYUTATh
OecueHHbIM cokpoBuIeM. Xotss CTapuk Jta ObI CTPOT U TpeOoBaTesieH, OH BCe XKe IpuaaBall
o0yueHnuto MepnuHa 60ybIloe 3HaYEHUE.

«He BonmHy#TECH, yunTEND. f 003aTEIBHO MPONOIKY U3YYEeHNE 3TUX MaTepUaIoB JOMa.»
MepnuH B3517T MaTEPUAITHl ¥ TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI YHTH.

«TTomoxkmu...» JIUII0 cTapuKa JTH U3MEHUIIOCh. HaKOHeI], ToJyMaB 0 YEM-TO, OH BHITAIIHI YEPHOE
KOJIBI[0 ¥ HeMe[JIeHHO Opocun ero Mepiauny, mo6aBUB TUXUM T'OJIOCOM:

«51 mam Tebe 3Ty MaJIeHbKYI0 0€3eNyIIKy, YTOOH TH He Ha3bkIBaJl MEHS «y4UTeIeM» HallpacHO.»
«Yuuresn, 9TO ...»
MepnuH Konebancs, HO CTapuk JTa HeOPeKHO MaxXHYJ PYKO# 1 HETEPIIeINBO CKa3all:

«YxXonu, yXoOou CKopee, MU U feflai, 4To Tebe cienyeT genaTh. S JOBOJIBHO YCTal, X X0Uy OTHOXHYTh
IOJIKHBIM 00pa3oMm.»

B ronoce crapuka He ObUIO HU HaME€Ka Ha BeXKJIMBOCTh, OH Cpa3y JKe BEICTABUJI MepiuHa 3a OBEPE.
MepnuH CIyCTUJICS BHU3 K KapeTe, I0JIOKKB MaTepuansl BHyTPb. OH BCE eIl€ npubhiBall B
HEKOTOPOM OlleTIeHeHUH, YYBCTBYS, YTO CETOOHS CO CTapUKOM IJTOM 4TO-TO HE TakK.

«Crapuk 9Ta BCE BpeMs OblJI TaMHCTBEHHBIM, 3aTaflOYHBIM ¥ CTPaHHBIM. MTHTEPECHO, YTO X&Ke 4epT
BO3BMU C HUM CIIy4uJI0Ch? HO 3TO KOJIBLIO AEUCTBUTEILHO UHTEPECHOE - [TI0X0XKE, eMY 04E€Hb MHOT'O
Jer ...»

OH He 3HaJI, U3 KaKOT0 MaTepurasa OBIJI0 CAeNaHo 3TO YepHOe KoJiblo. OHO OB TAKUM JIETKUM, YTO
OH HMYEro He YyBCTBOBAJI, KOTfIa fiepkaJl ero B pyke. Kombiio OBIIO ITOTHOCTHIO YePHBIM U Ha HEM
OBLIIO BLITPABUPOBAHO OTBPATUTEILHOE YYAOBHINE C TPEMS I'0JI0BaMU, 0OHAXKUBIIUM KJIBIKM U KOT'TH.
YynmoBullle BRITJIAMEN0 YIUBUTEIHHO MTPaBHonofo6Ho. Bo3M0XKHO, HE TaK MHOTO JIIOfEN 3aXOTST
HOCHUTb TaKoOe KOJIbIl0. MepJiiH KaKoe-TO BpeMsI OCTOPOKHO OCMaTpHUBAJl €r0 CO BCeX CTOPOH, HO Tak
HUYero 0COOEHHOTO B 3TOM KOJIbIle He 00HapyX ui. [103TOMy OH IPOCTO IOJIOKUII €T0 B KapMaH |
ckasasn Moccy:

«Mocc, moexanu. CeromHs Hafi0 TOCETUTb YPOKH ITUKETa.»



KapeTa CTaJla MEQJIEHHO YOAJIATECA OT MaJIEHBKOT'O JOMHKa CTapPHUKa ITHI.
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