KapeTa mocTeneHHO 3aMeJinIach ¥ OCTaHOBUJIACh. MOCC pacmaxHys IITOPKY, BEAYIIYIO B 9KUIIAXK U
BIIOJITOJIOCA CKa3a:

«Mactep MepnuH, MEL Ha MecTe.»

MepnuH KUBHYJ U BHIIET U3 3KuNaxa. HercTOBHIN TOPHIB XOJIOAHOT0 BETPA MIOAYJ MY B JIUIIO,
IPUYUHSASA KIy4yio 60/Ib, CIIOBHO OT ITIOPE30B HOXKa.

MepJuH MOCHEINHO 3aKPHUT TUI0 00erMu pyKamu. TONBKO ceiyac OH MOHsI, Kak cTpagan Mocc,
CH[S BCE 3TO BPEMS Ha YIIUIIE.

«Mocc, g IIpoBeay TaM HEKOTOPOE BPEMA, IIO3TOMY ITOKaA BBl MO2KETE IIPOCTO ITIOCUOETL B KAPETE.»

Ha nuiie Mocca mpoMenbKHYJIO BhIpazkeHue 071arofapHOCTH, OH KMBHYJI, Tpexke 4eM OPOCUTHCS B
XOTh OTHOCHUTEJIbHOE, HO TEIIJIO.

MepnuH TOBEPHYJICS ¥ BOLIET B JOM.

3a CTOMKOM CTOsI/Ia BCE Ta XkKe oYapoBaTelbHas AeByIIKa. XOTS Ha 9TOT pa3 DHCOHa ¥ ['aTTa ¢ HUM He
ObLI0, OUeBUOHO OHA 3alloMHMIa MepnuHa. Ha ee nulle mosiBuiach mpusTHas ynbiOka u oHa 0e3
JIUIIHUX BOIPOCOB OTKpPhITa CEKPETHBINU IIPOXO.

OueHb CKOpo MepnuH gobpascs [0 MOA3eMHOT0 3aia. Bo3aMoxHO, ceituac ObII0 BpeMst 3aBTPakKa,
UJIA, MOXKET OBITh, ITOoTrofda OblNla CIIUIITKOM XOJIOOHOM, HO ceildac TaM OBIJIO He TaK y2K MHOTO JIIOfEH.

Kaszanocs, HaTaHa 3meck Toxke He OblsI0. B omuHO4YecTBe MepnuH Hadana HeOpPeKHO MPOTYINBaThCS
10 3a/ly, pacCMaTpHBasl BEICTaBJI€HHbIE 9KCIIOHATHL. [IofiBambHOE TOMeIeHre OBIJI0 OCBEIIEeHO
CBedYaMU U3 XKHUpa CTPAaHHOT0 MOPCKOTO CyIecTBa. XOTS OHU CTOMJIM AOPOXKe apadUHOBLIX, OHU He
HCTOYaI HEIIPUSATHHIM 3allaX TOPEHUSs, a HAIPOTUB IaX/Id KaKOU-TO MOPCKOU CBEXKECTHIO.

OKCIoHATH OBUIM Pa3MellleH Ha KaMeHHBIX MTaTdhopMaX, OKPYXKEHHHIX elre 0ojiee JOporuMu
IIPO3PAYHEIMKM KPUCTAJIAMHU [IJIS IPOCMOTPA. Mep/IuH B 9TOM COBEPIIIEHHO He pa3bupacs. [Ipouns
110 3a/1y, OH He 00HapYKUJI HY OFHOI0 ITpefiMeTa, KOTOPBIA MOT Obl BRI3BATh Y HETO UIINIIO3KI0, KaK
penbedHas CKyIbITypa. ITO TaKXkKe KOCBEHHO N0Ka3aJi0 UCKIIOUUTENIBHOCTh €r0 IPOILIION OKYIIKH.

Bre3anmHo MepnuH yCrblla JIETKUe Iary mo3agyu ceds.
«Mmwucc Kapuc?»

OHa OBlNla OYeHb XOPOIIEHbKOM, MUJIOBUIHOM fAeByIIKoN. Ha Helt Oblta HameTa Oenast HOPKOBas
my6a, a HOTu 00TATHBaNMM y3Kue Oprouku. [Ioxoxke, UTO KEHIIUHH B TI000M MUPE KEHIIUHBI U
HUKOTHa He 3a0yAyT MOJUYePKHYTh CBOM IOCTOMHCTBA, He B3Upas Ha IIPEBPATHOCTHU MTOTOHL.

Kapuc noBonbHO HepelwnuTeIbHO II0CMOTPeNIa Ha MepiuHa. Y Hero BO3HUKIIO OLIyIlleHNUe, YTO OHA
IBITallaCh BCIIOMHUTD, THE BUfela ero panbiie. OH Ke B OTBET MATKO YIBIOHYJICS €l U cKa3all:

«Mucc Kapuc, MBI ¢ BaMH BCTPeYaIuCh HECKOJIBKO THEHM Ha3al, IPsSMO 3mech. 1 Ovln Torma C
JHCOHOM U ['aTTOM ...»

Bposu Kapuc crnerka npunofgHsaauch. 3agyMaBIIUCh, OHa KMBHYJIA U CKa3asa:
«Temneps s moMHIO. Bel Yuncon Mepnua?»

MepnuH KUBHYI, IpeXK[e YeM CHeflaTh [Ba Ilara BIepen, NpubIu3uBIINCh K HEH.



«Mucc Kapuc, s ciblian oT 9HCOHA, YTO BH IIEHUTEINb aHTUKBapHUaTa, 0COOEHHO TOTO, YTO
OTHOCUTCS K BpeMeHaM UMmnepuu MonTta. HegaBHO A 3aMHTEpPECOBasICS HEKOTOPHIMU OYEHb
0co0eHHBIME TpeaMeTaMu BpeMeéH Mimmepun Mornta, HO y MucTepa HaTaHa HeT 60Jblile HUYEro
IIOX0KEro Ha TO, UTO 5 uilly. MTak, eciu y Bac eCTh KakKue-HuOyobh 0COOeHHBIEe TIPEAMETH CTaPUHEL,
He MOTJIH Obl BBl TIO3BOJIUTH MHE B3TJISHYTh Ha HUX?»

[Tocne Toro, KaK OH CKa3an 3T0, MepnuH nocMoTtpen Ha Kapuc. OH 3HaJ, 4TO y HEE IPUIUYHAS
KOJIJIEKIIHS, BO3MOXKHO, OMHUM TaM HaUAyTCSA U pparMeHTH pefibe(HOU CKYIbITYPH, KOTOPEIE OH
JKaXkpas 3aloyYuTh.

«XM? Bo3M0XKHO, BaM HPaBATCA Te Ke Bellly, YTO ¥ OOHOMY CTapoMy AXKeHTIbMeHY, KOTOPOTO 5
3Hat0. OH TakXke JTOOUT KOJIIEKIIMOHUPOBATh PEIKKE U CTPAHHKBIE BEIIUIL BpeMEeH MMnepun MomTa.
Ecnu y Bac ecTh BpeMsi, 1 MOT'Y OTBECTH BacC K HEMY, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, BE HaUAETE TO, UTO UILIUTE.»

Kapuc u MepnuH CTOSIM JOCTAaTOYHO ONM3KO APYT K APYTY. B pe3ynbTaTe OH CMOT MOYYBCTBOBAThH
3amax eé Ype3BHYallHO OCBEXKAIOUIUX OYXOB.

«Torma, g 6Har0nap10 BaC, MHCC KapI/IC, 3a IIOMOIb. »

EcTtecTBeHHO, MepiuH Beceso corjacuics. Ecny B KOHIle KOHIIOB OH CMOXKET HaUTH eIlle OgHY
TAaWHCTBEHHYIO penbeHYI0 CKYILITYPY, OH OYOET OUYeHb MOBOJIEH HaxKe MMPOCTHIM HaMeKaM U
IIOJICKa3KaM I'fie UCKaTh.

MepnuH nocienosan 3a Kapuc K BEIXOAY.

CHer BCé elré mEN CHapyXu, a XOOTHEIM BeTep HaXe U He JyMal CTuxaTh. Y Kapuc Toxe Onlia
KapeTa, II03TOMY OHa, 3a0paBIUIKCh B HEE MeJIeHHO OBUHYIACh BIEpe]], II0Ka3kiBas HOPOTY.

«Mocc, crnenyi 3a KapeTou mucc Kapuc.»
MepnuH pa3bynun Mocca, ¥ TOT MTHOBEHHO BCTPEIEHYBIIUCH IPUHSIICS 3a paboTy.

[TockonbKy morofa Obljla OYeHb XOJIOMHOM U I11e/I HeOOJIbIION CHET, TOBEPXHOCTh JOPOTH 3aMep3Iia,
YTO CHeJIao e€ BIaXKHOM ¥ CKOIb3K0H. O0e KapeThl IBUTAIMCh 0YeHb MeMIJIeHHO, ¥ TOJIbKO 4epes
1I0JTYaca OHU HOCTUTTIM ITYHKTA Ha3HAYEHMUS.

Kapuc u Mepnus npuObUn K MaJleHbKOMY CTapOMOJHOMY [IepeBSIHHOMY foMy. [lepen sTum
He0OIbIIUM JOMOM HaXOAWUJICA Caf C Pa3lIMYHLIMU 1IBeTaMU U JepeBbsIMU. TeM He MeHee, OH OBl
ceryac B IIJTaueBHOM COCTOSTHUM; KPOIIEYHEIe NepeBbs, Ha KOTOPHIX elllé He BHIPOCIIK KPEeNKue U
TOJICTBIE BETBU NIPUTUOAINUCh K 3eMJyie, TOrpeOEHHEIE IO HaKallJTUBAIOUUMCS CHETOM.

qupa BCIO HOYb IIIEJI CHET, U BETED OBLTT OYeHb CUILHEIM. TaKOW MaJIeHbKUH CaJuK MOT 1 He
OOTAHYTE 1O BECHEL.

VBunes Gecriopsnok B cany, Kapuc roppko mokadasa rojaoBoi ¥ 6eCIIOMOIIHO CKa3aa:

«Cap MucTepa JTa CHOBa He Iepexu OUTBH ¢ Torogou. bemHsi MucTep JTa, OH IMOTPATUIT
HECKOJIbKO MECSIIEB Ha €ro I0CaAKy, HO Tenephb He MOHSITHO, BLIXKUBET JIM YTO-HUOYOb U3 €ro TPYHOB.

Onu 06a BomIK B MajieHbKu# foM, Kapuc mta Bnepenu. [TogHSABIINMCH Ha BTOPOU 9TaXkK, OHU
TIOMOILTH K IePEBSHHOM [BEPH, KOTOpast 00JIeKIIa U BEITJISIIeNIa O4eHb CTApOH.

KapI/IC IIOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY, YTOOBI OaThb COBET.



«MepnuH, MucTep 9Ta AIOOUT TUIIKNHY, TI03TOMY Tebe HyKHO OBITH HEMHOT'O CIIOKOMHEE IOCIe TOTO,
KakK Thl BOUMELIb.»

Mepnun KuBHY. [10X0XKe, 4TO YeloBeK, ¢ KOTOPEIM Kapuc xoTesna ero m03HaKOMUTh, HaXOAUJICS
IIPSIMO 3a 3TOU OBELIO.

«Muctep 3Ta, B 31ech? ITo Kapuc, s nmpuiiina YBUAETHCS C BaMU.»
Kapuc nocty4asna B Bepb.

«Ckput ...»

OHa OTKphIJIach M U3HYTPHU MOSBUJICS CTAPUK JIET MSATUOECATH.

Crapuk OBl HEBHICOK. BepxHsist 4aCTh €ro T'OJIOBH Haydasla JILICeTh, ¥ Y TaM OBIJI0 0YeHb MaJjio BOJIOC,
HO CTapHK TIIATENIbHO IIpUYeca UX Ha3af 3a rojoBy. Ha HEM ObIJI0 YEPHOE MasibTo, KOTOPOE CUIIBHO
KOHTPACTHUPOBAJIO C ero OJIeJHEIM, XYM JIMIIOM, Ha KOTOPOM KPacOBaIuCh TOHKKE yCH. OH
BBITJISIIENI OYEeHb PE3KUM.

Crapuk, B OTBET CTOJIb K€ BHUMATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBasl rocts. OH 3afyMuuBO IOCMOTPEN Ha MepnuHa
u Kapuc, a 3aTeM cKa3aJl XpUIJIBIM T'0JI0COM:

«Kapwuc, 3axonu.»

Crapuk 00epHYJICS U TIPOIIEN 00paTHO B KOMHATYy. MepnuH u Kapuc mocnenoBany 3a HUM, 3aKPhIB 3a
cobol IBEPE.

B KkamuHe ropei OroHsk. CTapI/IK MEJJIEHHO HOIIOIHéJI K OEPEBAHHOMY CTYIJly, CTOABIIEMY BO3JI€ HETO U
CelJl, CIIPOCHB:

«Kapuc, ckaxu MHe, 3a4eM ThI TIPUIIIa CEeTOMHS?»

Ynribka BCObIXHYIa Ha eé muile. OHa rmoaBesyia MepiauHa K MecTy mepefi cTapukoM. CBET OT OTHS B
KaMKHe OKpallliBaJl ero IepBoHavYaabHO 0€JI0CHEXKHYI0 KOXKY B HECKOJIBKO PO30BaTHIN OTTEHOK.

Crapuk faxe He NOAHSAJ ronoBy. OH fepKai 00euMU PyKaMHU [IepeleTEHHYI0 KHUTY C YepHOU
00JI02KKO¥, CHOBa IIBITAACh YIIIyOUTHCS B UTEHHUE.

«Mucrep JTa, 5 IpUBeJa Clofa CBOETro ipyra, YToOL HAaBECTUTH BaC CETOMHS.»
Kapuc nocmotperna Ha MepnuHa, faBas eMy 3HaK IPeaCTaBUThCS.
MepnuH KUBHYJ ¥ 3aTOBOPUJI, CJIE€TKa IIarHyB BIIEpen C yBaKEHUEM.

«Muctep 3Jta, 1 Yuncon MepnuH. MeHsI HHTEPECYIOT HEKOTOPEIE 0COObIE TPEAMETHL CTAPUHE
BpeMéH VMnepuu Monta. CeronHs Mucc Kapuc ynoMsiHysna, 4To y BaC €CTb MHOTO IOOOHBIX, BOT
oueMy s 103BoJIuJI cebe MOOECIIOKOUTD Bac, CIpP.»

Crapuk noOaBui 0oJibllle APOB B KaMuH. [loTpecKkuBaloIye 3ByKH, U3JaBaeMble TOPSIIUM IePEBOM,
OBLIM OTYET/IMBO CIIBIIIHEL 110 BCel KoMHaTe. CIyCcTs HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsi, CTapHUK MEeJJIEHHO OTJIOXKMUII
KHUTY ¥ BcTan. OH X0JIOQHO CKa3an:

«[TouméMm co MHOIH.»



«XM... OH OY€eHb CTpaHHbeI YeJIOBEeK.»
MepHI/IH HEe COBCEM IIOHUMaAJl, 4EM O6YCJ'IOBJ'IGHBI T€ UJIX UHBIE CJIOBA UIIN JIefICTBHﬂ 9TOr0 MY2KYHWHEL.

«Tu1e, TOHU3L TOI0C. BO3MOXKHO XapaKTep MHUCTepa ITH HEMHOTO 9KCLIEHTPHUYEH, HO OH OY€eHb
XOPOIIXM YeJIoBeK. XOPOLIO, CIeqyH 3a HUM.»

br1mo oueBuaHO, 4To Kapuc o4eHb XOPOIIO 3Hala 3TOr0 YejloBeka. Bmecte ¢ MeparHOM OHa
IIoCjIefoBasa 3a HUM B IPYTYI0 KOMHATY.

OTa KoOMHaTa OblJla MaJIeHbKOM ¥ TI0Ka3alach HEMHOTO TECHOM, KOTla BCe TPOe 3alllyId BHYTPb. Y
CTeHBI OBI/IM PACIIONIOKEHH IBE TUTAHTCKHE KPaCHBIe KHUKHBIE TTOJIKK, HO Ha HUX He OBIJIO KHUT, a
BMECTO HUX TaM PaCIOjIarajuch HeOObIIIe MPeIMEeTH.

HexkoToprie n3 HUX OBIIM PA30UTH U SIBHO HE MOCUMUTHIBAIMCH CBOUX (DPAarMeHTOB, @ HEKOTOPHIE OBINIH
Oe3ynpeuHsl. TeM He MeHee, BCe 3TH Bellly OBbITM YHUKATbHBIMU U OTIMYAJIMCh OT aHTUKBapHaTa,
KOTOPHIM OB BEICTaB/IeH Y HaTaHa. MaTepuari, U3 KOTOPOT0 OHU OBITM U3TOTOBJIEHHI, IOXOAUIT Ha
dapdop, a bopma Ovlna yHHKAILHOM, HAIPUMeEp, OH HUKOTa He BU[IEJ IIpexXe, IpeBHel
KepaMU4ecKo OYTHUIKY C U30THYTHIM OTBEPCTHEM C 00€HX CTOPOH. ITO OBIIO AEHCTBUTEILHO 0YEHb
CTPaHHO.

MepnuH NPOTIHYT PYKY, XKejast HOTPOHYTHCS A0 3TUX IIPEAMETOB CTapuHbl. CTapuK ITa, KOTOPHIN
HAXOOUJICS PSIOOM C HUM, SIPOCTHO 3aphlyall, OCTAHABIIHUBAS €ro.

«BBl MOKETe CMOTPETh, HO S He pa3pelan BaM UX KacaThCs!»
MepnuH NOYyBCTBOBAJ CMYIIEHNE, PE3KO OTOEPHYB PYKY.

Ha KHMXHEBIX ITOJIKaX pacrojiarajioch OKOJI0 COTHU NPeAMEeTOB YHUKaIbHOU (HOpMbL. MepnuH
BCMAaTPHUBAJICS B HUX TakK [laJieKo, KaK TOJIbKO MOT, HO Cpeiu HUX He OBIJI0 HU OMHOTO C UJITI030PHBEIM
acddexToM. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0s HECKOIHKO Pa304apOBaHHBIM M HEOPEKHO CIIPOCHII:

«3JTO BCS Ballla KOJUIEKIIUA?»

Crapuk JTa, Ka3ajoch, OBIJT OUeHb HEJIOBOJIEH TOHOM MepirHa U CKa3all JOBOJIbHO Ipy0o:
«41 cobupan ux oueHb Hojroe BpeMs. CY4uTaelb, 4YTO 3TO MajI0?»

Bupst, uTo cTapuk ITa OBIT HECKOIBKO paccTpoeH, Kapuc mocnemrsHo 06bsIcHUIA:

«MucTep JTa, He pacCTPaUBaAKTECh, IPOCTO MEP/IMH HHTEPEeCyeTCs TOJILKO aHTUKBAPHATOM
Wmnepuu Monta. KpoMe Toro, OH felaeT moKa JIUIIb IIepBhIe IIard B 3TOM HAllPaBJIeHHUH, TaK YTO He
TakK MHOI'O 3HaeT 00 3TOM.»

Kapuc 3amenTana MepiuHy Ha yX0, pyras ero:
«He ToBODH, TpEABapUTENILHO He TTOAyMaB. MucTep 9Ta 04eHb PACCTPOEH.»

MepmnuH KUBHYI. Y CcTapuKa JTH JeWCTBUTENIBHO OBITT HE TPOCTOM XapaKTep, TaK YTO JIydllle IOpexke
OTKPHIBATh POT U HE IIPOBOIUPOBATE ETO.

X0Ts 9KCIIOHATHI, YBUAEHHbBIE ¥ CTapuKa JTHI, OBIIN AENHCTBUTEILHO 0Y€eHb CTPAHHBIMU, MepJuH He
HAIIEJ TOTO, YTO UCKaJl, I03TOMY OH OBLII HEMHOTO pa3odapoBaH. [IokayaB rojoBo¥, OH cKa3al
Kapuc:



«JlaBaiiTe BEPHEMCS.»

Tonpko nocne Toro, Kak Mepnus 1 Kapuc BHIIM 13 KOMHATH, CTPaHHBIM CTapuK JTa Cy3u I'71a3a,
IIPUCTAJIBHO TJIAAS Ha CIMHy MepnuHa. Ha ero nuiie nosiBUIOCh CTPaHHOE BEIpaXkKeHue.

[Tocne TOro KakK OHM HEMHOTO OTOIIIH, Kapuc TUXO CIpocua:
«MepnuH, TH HAIIEN YTO-HUOYOb U3 TOTO, UTO TeOe HpaBUTCI ?»

MepnuH nuilb TOKa4as rojioBoi. Kapuc He ymopcTBoBasia, I09TOMY Hadalla IIPoLaThCs CO
CTapUKOM.

«Mucrep JTa, U3BUHUTE, YTO TOOECIIOKOWMIM BaC CeromgHs. Ml 3aiiIéM KaK-HuOyIbh CHOBA.»
U 1yT cTapuk JTa BHE3alHO CIIPOCUIIL:

«Tebst 30ByT Mepmuu?»

«[la, muctep 9Ta. Bl X0TeIU 0 YEM-TO MEHS CIIPOCUTH?»

MepnuH ¢ COMHEHHEM IIOCMOTPEST Ha MyKUYUHY.

«He xo4elb N1 TH IOYUYUTHCS Y MEHS OLleHKEe aHTHKBapuaTa?»

Korpga npo3Bydanu cioBa cTapruka ITh, MepiuH ObIT HEMHOT'O OIIEIOMJIEH U 03afaydeH. [ToueMy oH
3ax0TeJI COeflaTh er0 CBOUM YUYEHUKOM?

XoTst MepnuH CYUTAN, YTO €My 9TO HYKHO, OH OyMaJl, YTO C 3TUM YMEeHHeM eMy OyZeT jierde IMOHSATh
IIPOUCX0XKMeHNe pefibedHON CKYNbITYPHl. OH BCE 3Ke abCOMI0OTHO HUYEero He 3HaJl IIPO 3TOTr0
CTPaHHOTO CTapuKa.

[Toxa MepmnuH Kosnebascs, Ha nuile Kapuc mosiBUICS BOCTOPT U yauBieHue. OHa MOCIEIIHO
3aroBopusia ¢ MepnmHOM TUXUM TOJIOCOM:

«Cornarmmatics 6sicTpo. ETo cmoco6HOCTH B OlIeHKE aHTHUKBapraTa BpeMéH MMnepun MoiTa MOXKHO
CYUTATh CAMbIMM aBTOPUTETHHIMU Y HaC B ropofe. Tebe mMoBE3710, YTO OH XOYET, B3SATh TEOS B
y4eHUKHU. [[pyrue He MOTYT IOJIYYUTh TAKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTD, laXKe YMOJISS O Hel.»

MepnuH 6b11 mopax€eéH. Kak MOT 3TOT CTapuK, KOTOPHIHM KU B TAKOM HEB3PayHOM fJoMe u obagan
TAKUM HENPUSATHHIM XapaKTepoM, 00/1ailaTh CTOJIb XOPOIIXMY HaBHIKaMU ?»

«YTt0? Pa3Be TH He X0Uellh?»

JIuto CTapHKa ITH IOTEMHEJIO, a eT0 THEB IIPAKTUYECKH CTaJl OIOYIMAThCs Ha (1)I/IBI/If-IeCKOM YPOBHE.
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