KymuB cTpaHHy0 penbedHy0 CKyIbITypy, MepauH 60sble He CMOTPENT Ha He€. BhII0 CITUITKOM
CTPaHHO OyMaTh, YTO OHA MOXKET BEI3BATh rajuourHanuu. OH cobupasncs U3y4uTh e€, Korma
671aromoayYHo BePHETCS JOMOM.

OHCOH NPUCMOTpe He(PUTOBYIO MIKATYJIKY Pa3MepoM C JIafoHb, HO HaTaH yCTaHOBUT Ha Heé LIeHY B
CTO 30JIOTHIX MOHET. X0Ts DHCOH POAUIICS B 3HATHOU CeMbe, V¥ Hero OblIO [iBa cTapiux 6pata. OH He
MOT TpaTUTh 60jee TPUAIIATH 30JI0THIX MOHET B MeCSI1l, TIO3TOMY IIKaTyJIKa OKa3ajach 3a IpefesioMm
ero (pmHaHCOBBLIX BO3MOXKHOCTEM.

TeMm BpemeneM Kapuc BriOpasa HehPUTOBEIM OpaciieT, OH CTOMU eIlé OPoXKe - CTO ABAAIATh 30JI0THIX
MoOHeT. M3bicKaHHBIe YKpalleHus U3 Hedpputa Vimmnepun Mornrta Oblin ceiidyac KpaiiHe MOTHBIMHU
cpenu 3HaTH, M03TOoMy HaTaH He 6ECIIOKOMIICS O TOM, UTO HEe CMOXKET IIPOJaTh ero U3-3a BEICOKOU
IIEHHI.

Ha mpaBoi#i pyke Kapuc u Tak yze KpacoBajloCh U3yMpPYOHOE KOJIBIIO U HePpUTOBEIH OpacieT. OHa,
Ka3aJ10ch, 000Kaja CTapUHHLIE KaMeHHEIE YKparieHus. He cMOTpst Ha 6aCHOCIIOBHYIO LIEHY, OHa BCE
PaBHO KYTIHJIAa €T0 CTUCHYB 3yOHL.

laTT momoEn K Hell U MPEeI0KUII OIJIATUTh OpacieT 3a Heé€. Brio oueBUgHO, YTO TolCTOMY ['aTTy
OerCcTBUTEIbHO HpaBuTcsa Kapuc. TeM He MeHee, OHa OTKJIOHHUJIA ero IpeamoxkeHne 6e3 0CoOBIX
pa3myMu#, 9TO JOBOJIBHO CHJIBHO pa3odaposano ['aTra.

«Xet, Tonctsak. Kapuc yxe yuta. Xodellb TOCMOTPETh €II€ YTO-HUOYOb?»
Bupgs ero pasodyapoBaHHBIY B3I/, JHCOH YKPAAKOU pacCMesiyiCs.

«DHCOH, KT0 9TOT Muctep HaTtan? Ero ToBap, 04eBUOHO, UCXOOUT U3 COMHUTEIHPHOTO UCTOUHHUKA.
HecMmoTps Ha TO, YTO OH [ie/laeT BCE OCTOPOXKHO, HEBO3MOXKHO, UTOOH! OTPSI 0O0POHEI HE ITPO3HAJ 00
aToM. [ToueMy OHU He NpPeNIPUHUMAIOT HUKaKUX OJEUCTBUNU?» - CIIPOCUII Mep/IMH TUXUM T'0JI0COM.

«Xe-xe, C KaKOM CTaTH CIofla IIPUXOAUTH OTPSiAy 000poHH? Muctep HaTtaH - BCero nuib 4eaoBeK
YIIPaBJISOIINUN 3TUM MeCTOM. bocc, KOTOPEIY 3a BCeM 3TUM CTOUT -...»

<>

MeanH BHa4aJie YIUBHUJICSA, HO BCKOPE IIOHAJI, YTO B TAKOM CJIy4dae Bcé noruyHo. Ecnu Hatan
OTYHUTEIBAETCA Ilepen CaMHMHU ..., TO OTPAL O60pOHI:>I, €CTeCTBEHHO, He CTaHEeT IIPOBEPSATE 3TO MECTO.

B ropoge BnskyoTep IBOPSHUHOM CAMOI'0 BHICOKOTO 3BaHMS OB ABI'yCTHH. HecMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OH
OBLT BCETO JIMIIL eIé OMHUM 0apOHOM, ero BIHsSHUEe ObIJI0 CaMbIM BECOMBEIM B ropope. [1pu
HOpPMAaJbHEIX 00CTOSITENTECTBAX OBOPSHE B Topone BiakyoTep umenu 661 HEMHOTO 00lee HU3KUH
CTaTyC, 4eM ceMbsi ABr'yCTHHA. TOUHO TaK XkKe KaK OTPsig 000POHBI, XOTS UX HAHSIIH [JIST 3allUTEI
ropofa, 9To Obllla YaCcTHAs OXpaHa CeMbU ABI'YCTHUHA.

Kaxk TO/IbKO OHM BBHILIIK Ha yNIUILY, IOAYJI XOJIOAHEIM BETEPOK, IPOMOPO3UB UX 0 KOCTEH.
«CMoTpuTe, ufeT cHer!» - KpuKHy JHCOH.

MepnuH MPUILYPUIICS U TOCMOTPeN Ha He6o. Kak U 0KUIanoch, X0I0gHbIE KAIlIU NOXK/S Teleph
IIPEeBPATHUIUCH B Oe/Ible CHeXKUHKH.

«CHer B KOHIIe HOsIOps? 3uMa B 3TOM T'Ofy IIPHUIIUIA PaHo!»



«Xy... TaK X0JIO[HO, Toexanu noMoi GeicTpee! YepT mobepu, B HOsIOpe UAET cHer. AX ma, MepnuH,
CHayYaJa 5 3aBe3y Te0s 00paTHO B 3aMOK YUJICOHOB.»

Tomnctak I'atT 3aIlaXHYIJI IIaJIbTO ¥ MOJTHUEHOCHO HBIPHYII B 9KUIIAXK.

9KuMax MeOjIeHHO OCTaHOBUIACH ITIepell 3aMKOM YHUJICOHA U Mep/uH BhHIIIEeN u3 Hero. [laxe B
KallleMUPOBOM TIAJIbTO OH BCE €Ill€ YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3aMeP3aeT.

«MeprnuH, yBUOUMCS 3aBTpPa.»

OHCoH u ['aTT moMaxanu Ha mpolranue Mepuny. [TpoBOIUB B3TIISIIOM OTHE3XKAIOIIYI0 KApPeTY, OH
BOIIIEJI B 3aMOK.

BayTpr MepnuH HaKOHEI] CMOT B3[IOXHYTh C 00yierueHrneM. KaMUHBI ObIJIA pPa303KKEHHBI ¥ IPUATHOE
TEIIJI0 OKYTaJo ero.

«XM...»

Meicnu MepiiiHa CHOBa BEPHYIIHCH K penbedHOM CKYIbITYpe, KOTopasi jiexkalla B ero ImajbTo.
OCMOTpEeBIIKCh BOKPYT ¥ 3aMETHB, YTO HUKTO He obpalrai Ha Hero BHUMAHUS, OH HAIPaBUIICS
IIPSIMO HaBepX B CBOIO KOMHATY.

3aKpHIB 3a c000¥ IBeph, Mep/IuH J0CTall e€.
«ITompo0yio eliie pas.»
MepnuH crerka moTep rias3a, 3aTeM COCPENOTOYUII CBOe BHUMaHNE Ha pellbeHOU CKYIbITYpE.

Kaszanocs, uTo n3obpaxkeHre IPOTHYIO0, 1 3HAKOMOE OILIYIeHre CHOBa ITOPa3ujIo ero. Mepiux
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MUP KayaeTcs, ¥ MyXK4YuHa Ha pefibeHOU CKYNBITYpPe 0XKHUJI U Hadajl MEHSTh
II0JIOKEHME CBOETO Tejla IJIaBHO IepeTeKas U3 OJHOU MO3H K JAPYTOH.

[To3®I OBITTM CIIOZKHBIMH, OHH pacCTdaruBalid TEJI0 YeJIOBEeKa IIPaKTHYEeCKHU 10 IIperea. B onlenenenuu
MepHI/IH IMIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK €TI0 TE€JI0O HAYNHAET KOITNPOBATE NBU2KEHMA 3TOTO YE€JIOBEKa.

«bomnpHO...»

3amyMuuBO IPOTAHYI MepnuH. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IPUIIET B ce0s1 ¥ 0CO3HAJ, UTO TeNephb OH JIEXKUT
Ha moJy. PenbedHas CKynbITypa ynaia Ha II0JI, HO, K ero YOUBJIEHUI0, OHa He pa30uiack, a Mepnns
TOAIePKUBaJT YPE3BEIYAWHO CTPAHHYIO ¥ JOBOJIBHO CJI0XKHYIO MO3Y.

OH OBICTPO BCTAaJI, Pa3MHIIIISS 0 CBOMX 00jlee YeM CTPaHHBIX JeMCTBUAX.
«YTO-TO HE TaK C 3TOM penbedHOU CKynbnTypoii! CoBepIIeHHO He Tak!»

Mepnun npubbiBan B naHuke. OH He CMeJl CHOBA CMOTPETh Ha He€. UyBCTBO TOTO, YTO OH He
KOHTPOJIMPOBAJI CBOe COOCTBEHHOE TeJjI0, OBITIO y2KacaloIuM, ¥ OT 3TOr0 ero 6pocaso B IPOXKb.

Yepes noryaca MepiauH MOJTHOCTBIO YCIIOKOUIICS. XOTs OH 0OJIbIlle He CMOTPeIT Ha pebePHYI0
CKYJIBIITYPY, OH 3allOMHUJI 1103y, KOTOPYIO €T0 TEJI0 IIOBTOPHUJIO BCIIEH 3a MyKUUHOM.

«Kakas oT Heé MoXKeT OLITh [10/Ih3a?»

MepmuH 3agymarcs 06 9ToM. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOJIKEH OBIT IOMBITATHCS BOCIIPOU3BECTHU ITY



CJIOZKHYIO I103Yy, HaX0OsACh B CO3HAHMH U 3Ta YYBCTBO He IIOKHUIOAJIO €T0.

[ BUkeHUs OBUIM CIIOKHBIMU. YeI0BeKy Hy2KHO OBLIO ieflaTh UX ITOCTEIIeHHO, IIar 3a M1aroM.
MepnuHy 110BE3710, UTO OH 3aIlOMHUII PSf IBUXKEHUH B CBOEU I'0JIOBE, II03TOMY, HE TpaTs MHOIO
BpPEMEHU, OH CMOT IIOBTOPUTH UX.

Ha artot pa3 MepJ’II/IH 00JIbIlIe HE HAXOIUJICS B TPpaHCe, 1 OBIJT MAKCHUMaJIbLHO COCpenoTO4dEH. On mor
TIIATEJIBHO IIPOYYBCTBOBATH 0COOEHHOCTD 3TOH IO3HI.

«XM, PaHbBIlIEe MHE OBIJIO HEMHOTO IIPpOXJIagHO, HO ceryac s YYBCTBYIO TE€IIJIO. Mou MBIIIITEI
HaIlpsA2KEeHEI. »

MepnuH MOoYyBCTBOBAJI U3MEHEHUS B CBOEM TeJI€.

[TpomepzkaB 3Ty 03y B TeUEHUE TOoIydaca, MepiuH He YYBCTBOBAJ HUKAKOTO HETATHBHOTO BIUSHUS
Ha CBOYM OpraHu3M. [IpOCTO ero MBI OB HampsizKeHbl. Co BpeMeHeM 9TO CTasio 6ojee
OYEBUIHBIM ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KPOBb YCUJIEHHO IIMPKYIUPYET II0 TETy.

OpuH 4yac, oBa 4daca, TPH 49aca ...

Heb6o MeEeOJIEHHO TEMHEJIO. MepJ’II/IH, Ka3aJIOCh, IMOJIHOCTRIO IIOTPY3UIICA B ce0s1, UCIILITBIBAS 3TO
CTPpaHHO€ YYBCTBO.

BHe3amHo B OBEPH IOCTYYallH.
«MeprnuH, 4eM Tl 3aHUMAEIIbCs, CIIPSITABUINCH B KOMHATE?»

MepinuH BCTPEIEHYJICS OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTU. ITO Obiyta Maticu. OH OTKPHII ABEPD U YBUTETI, UTO B
3TOT Yac HeGO CTallo0 COBEPIIEHHO TEMHEIM.

Meiicu B 3amMelIaTeNIbCTBE YCTaBUIaCh Ha MepiuHa, a 3aTeM 3amax 1nora yaapui el B Hoc. OHa
yBUeNa, YT0O MepsuH ObUI BECh MOKDHIH.

<<MepJII/IH, YTO THI Jenaels? l'I0quy THI TaK CHJIbHO BCIIOTEIN?»

MepnuH TaKKe 3aMeTHJI, UYTO OH BECH B IIOTY, HO B €ro Tejie ObIIO TaKoe Terioe u Oompsiiiee
YyBCTBO, YTO OH COBCEM HE WYBCTBOBAJ UCTOIIECHMUS.

«Huuero, yxe TeMHO, fja. { CKOpO CIyIlyCh.»

Mboiicu BCE elll€ MbITaNack 3arjasgHyTh B KOMHATy, HO MepnuH 3a0I0KMPOBasl IBEPh, II03TOMY OHA
HUYero He yBupena. [I03ToMy fieBylilka 6pe3TIuBo MPUKPHITIa HOC U CKa3asa:

«IIycTb Jltocusi MpUTrOTOBUT HEMHOTI'O ropsiueit Bogwl. Tebe ciiefiyeT MPHUHSTh BaHHY, IpeXae YeM
CIIyCTUTHCS BHU3.»

MepnuH KUBHYJ ¥ COTJIACHUIICS, UTO UAYIIMM OT HETO 3araX, HECOMHEHHO, OBIJIO CITUIIKOM PE3KUM.
ITaxke OH caM eJli BEIIEePKHUBAJ €T0.

CnycTst HeKOTOpOe BpeMs JItocusi IPUTOTOBUIIA TOPSYYIO BOY B BaHHE. MepIHH CHSJ TPOMOKIIIYIO
OfleKMy ¥ IPHITHYJI B He€. T€mnas Boga 3acTaBuia ero 3aCTOHATh OT YOOBOILCTBHUS.

MepnuH MOrpy3usics B BaHHY U paccnabucs. Ero ronosa Hak/IOHKTIAch Ha 00K, a I'la3a CMOTpeNH Ha
TIOTOJIOK KOMHATHI.
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