B 3ane Hactynuna tumuHa. [Ipyrue Benukue Bonmebnuku He meBenunuch. Tompko bxyrro XVII Mmor
SICHO BUMIETh CBOE OKPYyXKeHUe U CBOOOIHO IepeIBUTaTLCS.

OH yBuUEN BCIHIIKY CBeTa U3 KOTOPOU BHIIIUIA GUTYpPa B YEPHOM MaHTUH.
«KToO... BonmmeOHuK Mepnuna?»

BxyTtTo XVII 6511 mopaxeEH. B mpoiinkie BeKa OH MCII0JIb30BaJl BCE NOCTYIIHEIE eMy MEeTO/bl, HO TaK U
He CMOT HallTW HUKaKUX cjIegoB MepiuHa. IHOTa OH Jaxe Mofo3peBa, YTo MepauH MEPTB.

Onnako, yBuneB pa3, Kak MepivH IogHUMaeTcsl B He0O IIar 3a ImaroM, YTo0sl HaKOHeI]
ITPOIEMOHCTPHUPOBATH CIIOCOOHOCTh YOuBaTh 60T0B, bxyTTo XVII moCcTOsTHHO HarloMuHan cebe, 94To
MepnuH He yMmep OBl Tak JIETKO.

Bo3Mo0XkHO, 13-3a 3TOT0 OH U HE 0TKA3aJICS OT CBOET0 00ellaHus, He TPOraTh KJIaH Yumnconos.

«Barie BenuuecTBO, MBI CHOBa BCTPETHIUCH. [10X0Ke, CITyCTsI HECKOJIBKO CTOJIETUN BHl BCE-TaKH
IIPDETBOPUJIN B KM3Hb CBOY I'DaHAMO3HEIN I1aH. He coxaneere?»

«XM?»

Korga BxyTTo XVII yBunen MepnuHa, OH CHaydasa OBl IOPaXKeH, HO, TIOCTENIEHHO YCIIOKOUBIIKUCH, OH
TIOHSIJI, YTO BCe MPUCYTCTRYyIOmKe Benukue BonmebHuky abconioTHO OeCIone3Hbl MPOTHB MepiuHa.

«O yéM g MoTy kKaseTs? fd KOHTPOIUPYIO OTPOMHYIO UMIIEpPHI0. BeCh KOHTUHEHT B MOUX pyKax. [laxe
MUP 3aKIMHATeIeH MOTHOCThIO MOMUMHUICS MHE. B 3TOM Mupe s MOHapX BEICLIEH BIIacTH. B Moed
JKU3HU HET MeCTa COXKaJIeHUI0, TIOCKOIBKY 51 HOOUIICS BCETO, YETO XOTEJ.»

BxyTtTo XVII IBHO TOPAUJICS CBOMMH OOCTUKEHUSMU. MepJIuH 3Ha ero, Korfa OH ObLJI BCETo JIUIIIh
BOCHMBIM IpuHIleM. C TOUKYU 3peHuss MepiuHa, IPOoCTOi KOposib B Ci1aBHOU 3eMJie HE MOT
CPaBHUTLCS axke ¢ 00BIYHOM JIereHmou.

Tem He MeHee, 9T0 OBIJIO BHICIIMM JOCTHUKEeHHEM 00RYHOT0 3aK/IMHATENIsI, TaKOro Kak bxytro XVII. B
CnaBHo#t 3eMye oH o6agan abCOMIOTHOM BIaCThIO B YIIPaBIeHUH OIPOMHOM uMiepueit. [laxe
Benukue BonmeOHUKY [OMKHBL OBITA MOTYUHUTHCS JTI000MY €ro mpuKasy.

«Barre BennuecTBo, Yy BaC MOXKET He OBITH ITOBOJIOB [IJISI COXKAJIEHUS cerlyac, HO CKOPO BB UX
IOJTy4YUTE. ITOT MUP CIUIIKOM MaJjl. [103BOIbTE MHE II0Ka3aTh BaM OJHO MECTO.»

T'omoc MepnuHa 0CTaBaJCsl CIIOKOWHBIM, KaK OyITO OH BCTPETHUJICS CO CTAPBIM APYTOM [JIst
HEeTIpUHYXKAeHHOoU Oecenbl. MakcuM TrMHbI 0KyTan bxyTTo XVII 1 pa3opBaB MPOCTPAHCTBO JOCTaBUIT
UX 3a IIpefesbl U3MEepPEeHUs.

B gyepHo#1, Kak cM0nb, 30He [TyCTOTHE BHE3aIHO OSBUINCH ABe Gurypsl. bxyrro XVII Havan ¢
MHTEPECOM OTJISIIBIBATHCS 110 CTOPOHAM.

«9T0 30Ha IlyCcTOTHL. 3mech HET HU IPOCTPAHCTBA, HU BpeMeHHU. [1o3anu Bac HaxonuTcss KoposieBcTBO
YEpHOU JTYHHI WM TO, YTO IUBUIM3ALKS 3aKInHaTenel Ha3piBaeT CnaBHOM 3eMyiéi! ITO UCKOHHOE
“3MepeHNe [UBUIN3all 3aK/InHaTeNeu.. . »

MepnuH He 00BACHS JeTalbHO, TOIHKO OOPHCOBHIBAJI B 00LIMX YepTaxX HH(POPMALNIO 0 30HE
[TycToTel, IUBUNKM3AIMY 3aKINHaTenel u uaMepeHusax. bxyrro XVII uMen npubau3uTtenbHOe
npefcTaBieHue 00 UCYE3HOBEHUU MHOTUX MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX 3aKIUHaTeNel moce nafgeHus



WmMnepuu Monra.

On OyMaJl, 9YTO T€ T'PO3HEIE 3aKIrHATeIn MEPTBEI, HO T€IIEPh OKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHU BEHIIIIN B 30Hy
HYCTOTBI " JaXe OCHOBaJIM CIIaBHYIO, IIPOIBETAIOIIYIO NUBUIN3AIUIO.

30JI0TOH BeK 3aKJIMHATeJIed HUKOrma He 3akanuuBaycs. Ceiiuac oHa OblIa elllé 6ojiee BeIUKOJIeIIHOH.
CnaBHas 3eMJIsd, IIOMHMO TOT'O, UTO SIBJISIACH KOJIEIOEIbIO IIMBUIN3alUK 3aKIHHATEeNeH, OblIa JIUIIb
OOHUM U3 O€CUMCIIEHHBIX U3MEPEHUH Ha €€ TEPPUTOPHH.

«ITocnegHue HECKOJIBKO CTOJETHM Bl HaxomuiIKuch B 30He IIycToThl. [Toyaraio, Temeph Bh
JlerenpmapHbi BonmeOHUK?

W3 HekoTophIX ApeBHUX KHUT MMnepuu Monrta bxyrto XVII y3uan, uto Benukue JlereHasl ObIIu
CUIbHENIIMMY Cpeny 3aKuHaTellel, CDaBHUMBIMU C MOTYIIeCTBEHHEIMU Goramu!

MeanH YKJIOHYHBO OTBETHJII, KHBHYB.
«4 OyMalO, BEI MOT'JI 6BI, TaK CKa3aThb.»

OH He cTan yTouHATh. Teneps, Korma CnaBHas 3emis Ovina packphiTa, bxyrro XVII u ogpyrue
3aknuHaTenu CrnaBHOM 3eMIU, eCTECTBEHHO, MeJIEHHO 0CO3HAI0T, HACKOJIBKO C1a0bl OHY OBIIU B
IIPOIIJIOM.

«Bomnure6HUK MeprnvH, BE IPUBEIM MEHS Ciofia He TOJIBKO [AJIT TOT0, YTOOB IOCMOTPETh Ha 30HY
[TycToTEI?»

Omouuu bxyTtTo XVII ObINiu B Oecriopsiike, OH He 3HaJI, KakoBa Oblja 1elb MepiuHa.
MepnuH cnokouHO cMoTpen Ha bxyTTo XVII, MATKO roBopsi:

«Baire BenuuecTBo, MBI 3HANIM APYT APYyTa, KOTAa Bh OBIIK e11é MpuHIeM. Y s cunTaio Bac CTaphiM
npyroMm. f1 xo4y mo6arogapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO BHI HE OTCTYIIMIIU OT CBOET0 O0eIlaHus U Ha
IPOTSIXKEHUY BEKOB 3a00THUINCH O MOEH CeMbe.»

[Tocne may3sl MepnuH IPOIOIKNMT:

«[Tomumo 6raromapHOCTH 3a 3a00TY, KOTOPYIO BHI IIPOSIBUJIM K KJIaHY YUJICOHOB, 51 X04y IT0Ka3aTh
BaM, YTO HaxKe BeJMYaKIINe UMIIEPUH, TakKue Kak Mmmepust MonTa, MOTYT PyXHYTh B OJJHO
MT'HOBEHUE.»

MepnuH HEOPEXKHO MaxHYJT PYKOM. YKacalolui Ty4, COTKaHHBIM U3 MakcuMa OTHST yCTPEMUJICS B
OecmionHOEe U3MEpPEHKe, HaXOAUBILIEeeCs: Ha HEKOTOPOM yhajieHnu. MTHOBEHHO OHO PacChINasoch Ha
KYCKH.

BxyTTo XVII 6511 O11€JTOMJIEH, YCTaBUBIIKCH HA Hero. OH X0TeJl 3HaTh, Obly1a 1 3TO cuja JlereHan?
Iaxe ecnu KTO-To OBUT CTOJIb K€ MOTYIIEeCTBEHEH, Kak Bcs MMnepus Morita, 4TO OH MOT TIOfeNaTh,
ecnu OBl OH CTOJIKHYJICSI C TaKOM CHJION?

BxyTtTo XVII BHe3aImlHO II0OYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO BCE, UTO OH fIeJia paHslne, Obiy10 Hemeno. OH MOTpaTuI
HECKOJIPKO CTOJIeTUH Ha 00beilMHEHNe BCET0 KOHTHHEHTA, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 00HAPYKUII, UTO 3TO
OBLIO TIIETHHIM yCUIHEM!

«B mpormiom CrnaBHas 3eMiist Obljla 3aredaTaHa 1o 0COORIM mpuyuHaM. Terneps s e€ OTKPHIL. Tak 4To
mo6or Benmukuii BonmeOHUK Uiy gaxe 3aKIuHATENIN CegbMOT0, BOCBMOT0 U [IEBSTOT0 YPOBHEH,



KOTOPHIE He 60STCS pUCKa, MOTYT MOKNUHYTh CllaBHYIO0 3€MJII0.»
Bbxyrto XVII kusHy. [Iocne 3Toro Mep/iuH CHOBa BEpHYII €r0 B 3aJ1 ABoplia B MMepckoM ropoge.

[Tocne Bo3Bpainenus bxyrro XVII wyBcTBOBan ceds1, Kak Bo cHe. Benukue BonieGHUKY 110-
IIpeXHEMy UMeJId IIyCTOe BhIpaXkKeHue Ha JIMlaX U He OBUTAJIHUCE.

«Bomnme6HuK MepnuH, 9Tu Bonie6GHUKH...»

MepnuH pa3Besn cBoio Cuny Pasyma. MruoBeHHO 9T Benukue BosmeOHUKY 0YHYIUCH OT UJIIIO3UH.
Korpga onu yBumenu, 4to psapoM ¢ bxyrro XVII mosiBUICS elll€ OOuH MyXK4YuHa, HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX
VM3MEHUJIUCE B JIMLE, KOTOa OHU BCKPUKHYIIU OT YAUBJIEHUS:

«Bomme6HUK MepnuH?»
«JTO meuCTBUTENBbHO BommeOHuk Mepius!»

HexkoToprle 13 IpUCYTCTBYIOIIUX BUOENN MepiuHa paHbllle, I0O3TOMY, ECTECTBEHHO, OHM Y3HaJIU €T0
C ImepBoOro B3rigma. YTo KacaeTcs HOBHIX Benukux BonmeOHUKOB, KOTOPHIX BO3TJIABISII MUHY3HM, OHU
BTalHe 3a0eCIOKOUJIUCE.

«BommeOHUK MepiuH, BH BePHYIUCH Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. CeromHs BCE Mo-Ipyromy. PaHee BBl OKa3anu
KoponesctBy YépHoii JIyHb OOMBIINYIO YCIIYTY, HO Teleph Balll KiaH U Pernon TémHoit Maruu 0ombIie
He COOTBETCTBYIOT UHTepecaM KopojieBcTBa. CriefoBaTeIbHO. . »

[Ipexme YyeM OH yCIes 3aKOHUYUTh, HeBuguMas Cuna Pa3yma MepnuHa Havasa Kone6aThCs.
Bripaxkenue nuiia Bonme6HuKa MuHya3s CTano pacciabieHHBIM, KOTHa OH MeJIeHHO TIOHS PYKY,
Ha4YWHAas BHI3BIBATH MOIIHOE 3aKTMHAHUE.

«B gém gmeno? Ilouyemy g He KOHTPOIUPYIO CBOE TEJNO, HET...»
OH OBIT MIOKMPOBaH, 00HAPYXKUB, UTO MOOMIN3YeT 3aKINHAHNE, IIeJIbI0 KOTOPOT0 SIBJIS€TCS OH CaM.
«Oross!»

T'onoc MepnuHa OblT MATKUM, HO KaK TOJIBKO OH 3aroBopui, Benukuit Bonme6HuK Munysu
IIPUMEHUJT 3aKJIMHaHWe OTHEHHOI'0 TUIla, IOTPY3UBILKCH B IIBUIAIOLUIUY OTOHb.

Bckope Teno Benukoro Bonme6HrKa MuHY2s1 06paTHIOCh B METIEN], a eT0 CHJjIa MOJTHOCThI0 UcYe3a.
MorymecTBeHHBIY Benukuii BonimeOHNK He MOT COTPOTUBIATHCS. MepnuHy faxe He IIPUILIOCH
aTakoBaTh. TOT MMPOCTO «IIOKOHYUJI ¢ COO0M» MOA KOHTPoJieM MepruHa.

Takast cMepTh Ka3aiach Obl HECPABHEHHO IIPEIOCYAUTENIbHOM, eciy O6bl 00 9TOM y3HANIU APYTHe.

B 3TOT MOMEHT HEKOTOPHIE M3 HOBHEIX BO/IIIIEOHMKOB HE MOTJIM HE TIOYYBCTBOBATh XOJION B CBOUX
ceppamax. 1o HUX JOXOOUIM CIyXd 0 MepnuHe, HO OHU BCETTa CYUTAJIM, YTO 3TO IPEyBeTHUYeHUs, ’
He MIOHUMaH, ToyeMy MepnuHa 6osiuck Benukue Bomme6HuKY 60j1ee cTapIiero moKOJIeHus.

Temeps OHU YyBCTBOBA/IM, YTO CII0OBa CTAPUINX Bemukux Bonie6GHUKOB COBCEM He TepefaoT BCel
yKacarlen cuiIsl MepiuHa.

«41 mpuIEN ciofa TOIBKO AJISI BCTPeYy CO CTaphiM ApyroM. CriaBHas 3eMJis OTKpHITA. f OOXKeH
YUTH.»



Mepnus B3rngHyN Ha BxyTTo XVII. KOoHEYHO, TOT yKe 3HaJI, HaCKOJIbKO CMeITHBIM Ob110 KopoeBcTBO
Yepuot JIyHH B IUBUIN3ALUY 3aKIUHATEIEHN.

bxytTto XVII nocneHo BCTall.
«Bomnire6HUK MepiuH, MHI eIl€ BcTpeTuMcs B 30He [IycTOThI?»

«KoneuHo! 4 nepenecy Cnasrywo 3eMmto K ['opony CnaBel, rae g cerdac XuBy. Ecnu BellTafieT LIAHC,
MbI 00513aTeTbHO BCTPETUMCS CHOBA ...»

[Tocne atux cnoB MepinuH ucyes, Kak OyYATO ero HUKOTa 1 He ObIJI0, 0CTaBUB I103aU TOJIBKO
HEeJJOYMEHHO TeperisigeiBalomuxcs Benukux BonmeOHrKoB. OHY He COBCEM ITOHSIM, UTO UMEI B
Buny MepnuH.

Yro 3a CnaBHasg 3emis, 4To 3a 30Ha [IycToTHL... TeM He MeHee, HEKOTOphIe 3 60jee BHUMATEIbHBIX
3aMeTunu cepbe3Hoe BelpaxeHue nuna bxyrro XVII u 3uanu, uto KoponesctBo YepHOU JIyHBI KAYT
IIlepeMeHHI.

B atotr moMeHT B MupHOU 30He ITyCTOTH IOAHSIUCE OTPOMHEIE BOIHEL. [lepen nuBunu3anuen
3aKIuHaTeNed BO BCIILIIIKE CBETa OCTAHOBUINCH TPU KOpabiis «ABpopa».

«OHO moKHO OBITH 3Mech. KoopauHaTH M3MEpPeHUsT YKa3bIBAIOT HA TO, YTO MHI IOCTATOYHO BJIM3KO.»

B Tpex kopabnsax Haxomunuch JIaspud, Cupul u XalpuH, KOTOPHIE TPEOHOJIeNIn JOJITHM MyTh U3
Peruona Benukoro Caera.

«3JTO MeCTO TakK majneko. be3 kopabneit «ABpopa» MBI He CMOTJIH OBl IOCTUYb €T0 [aXKe 3a CTO
MUJIIMOHOB JIeT. TeM He MeHee, U30/IUPYIolee U3MepeHe, 0OCTaBjIeHHOe TeXHOreHHOU
IIMBUJIM3aled 04eHb BaxKHO O [locTonouTeHHOro Jlopaa.

XaupuH fan TIaTebHbl aHanu3. [IoMrUMO pacKphITUS TOTO, YTO CIIY4YMUJIOCHh C AByMd [locaHHMKamMu
Cseta, 60y1ee BaXXHOU MPUYUHON UX MPUOBITHUS OBIIIM IIOMCKYU U3MEPEHUsI. ITO OBIIO TUYHO
npuka3aHo Benukum CBeTnsiM [JocTOmOYTeHHBIM JIOpooM.

«KaxeTcs, 3mech o0uTaeT nuBUAN3anus. [I[pocMaTpuBaTh U3MEPEHUS 110 OUepPeqy 3aTPYIHUTEIBHO.
IaBaiiTe HEMeJIEHHO YHUYTOXKKM YaCTh U3 HUX U TEM CAaMBIM BRIMAaHUM CUJIbHEHUIINX COTIEPHUKOB
3TOM LKMBUNIN3AIMU. MBI CMOXKEM HAIPSIMYIO CIIPOCUTH Y HUX, BUIENH JIU OHU ABYX [10CITaHHUKOB
CseTtal»

CupuH TyT XKe 03BY4YUJI IIJIaH geiicTBui. CymecTBa u3 Benukoro Ceetnoro PerrnoHa 00BIYHO
Ie’CTBOBAIM TAKUM BJIACTHBIM 00pPa30M.

JlaspuH, 06gyMaB 3Ty upel, KUBHya. "
«Torma maBaWTe OeWCTBOBATH!»

Tpu Ctpaxa CBeTa HeMe[JIeHHO ITIOKUHYIN CBOU KopaOnu. Mx Tena SpKo CBepKal OTPOMHOM CHJIOH
€CTECTBEHHOTO ITOPsIKa, CKUMast 6eCcUrCIIeHHbIe TUTAHTCKKE KYyJlaKu, KOTOPble HEMCTOBO KOJIOTUIH
10 OKPY2KAIOIIUM U3MePEeHUsIM. BCE BOKPYT OBIIO YHUUTOXKEHO B MITHOBeHHUE OKa. LIuBumu3amnms
3aknuHaTenel Oblla IOTPsiceHa!
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