HukTo BOKpYyr He MOT BUeTh BoJTHE Cuitkl Pasyma, Kose6 momuecs BOKPYT Hero. Bonee Toro,
Mepnus 65111 BemukuM Koponém, 06 beIMHUBIIMM qBa OKOHYATENbHEIX MaKcuMa: MIaMeH! U ThMHI.

[TockonbKy u3MepeHne ATIIaHTOB 9KPaHHUPOBAJIO CUIY €CTECTBEHHOTO MOPsSAKa, MOITh MaKCHMOB
Takxe Obllla 3HAYUTEIbHO OciabjieHa, MOCKOIbKY He MOTJIa YeplaTh CUJIy U3 BHelIHero Mupa. UTax,
MepnuH MOT II0JIaraThCs TOJIBKO Ha COOCTBEHHYI0 MoIlh MakcuMa u Cuny Pasyma.

TeM He MeHee, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH OBLI HEMHOT'0 0cJla0jieH, OH Mo-pexXHeMy o671afan 60eBEIMU
crmocobHocTsiMu Koponst. CnenoBaTenbHO, To0ega Hafl 9TUMU BOEHHBIMY KOPa0/IsiMu YPOBHS
uMIiepun He Oblna sl Hero mpo6ieMoii. KpoMe Toro, y Hero Takxke Obin1 Mnnio3opHbiit Mup. OH
TIOCTEIIEHHO He3aMETHO OKYTHIBAJI BCIO OKPYTY. ECIM ero mpoTUBHUKHY IIOMBITAI0OTCS OTKPHITH OT'OHB,
OH CMOZKET B3STh IIOJl KOHTPOJIb BCEX, KTO HAXOOUTCS BHYTPH BOEHHEIX KOpabei.

Becmymuo u He3puMo ero Cuna Pasyma mpoHU3bIBala BCE OKPyKallee X MPOCTPAHCTBO. [laxe
Jlombacc, HaXOMUBIIKUKCS B JaJId OT IPOMCXOMSIIEro IOoMaj B JIOBYIIKY Mep/iuHa, Jaxe He
moo3peBasi 06 9ToM.

MepHI/IH BCE OoJibliie 1 60IbIE 0CO3HABAT YHUKAJIBHOCTB I/IHHIOSOpHOTO MHpa. Panrimie ero Cuna
Pa3yMa BCE 3Xe MorJia OBITh 06Hapy}KeHa HEKOTOPBIMH CHUJIBHBEIMHU COIIEPHHUKAMU.

Wnmio30pHEiil Mup O0b11 ApyruM. OH MOT MaTepPHaIn30BaThCS C TIOMOIILIO0 BCETO JIUIIh OOHON MBICIH
MepnuHa ¥ UMUTHPOBATH JT00YI0 cpeny. Hampumep, mycToe IPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT HUX yKe OBIIO
3amMeHeH0 Wmmo30pHEIM MupoM MepnuHa. JIr0060i BOeHHEIH KOpabiib, 0Ka3aBIIUHACSI B 9TOM
IIPOCTPAHCTBE, MOT B CUMTAHHBIE MIHOBEHUS IIEPEUTH 0l KOHTPOIbL MepiuHa U OBITh C JIETKOCTHIO
YHUUYTOXKEHHBIM.

«YMBI ATIIAHTOB OYeHb C/Ia0HL...»

Kaszanoch, 4To ATIaHTH TOJIBKO HEIJaBHO OTKPHUTH A7 ce0s cucTeMy 3HaHUM TeXHOTeHHON
IIMBUJIM3AlUY U TI0KA elll€ He yNTy4IIAIId CBOU Tella. I[loaToMy 0e3 BOeHHBIX Kopabel, MapuoHEeTOK 1
MIOCIIEXO0B UX Tejla OBl YPe3BhIYaHO XPYIIKHAMU.

[To Mepe TOTO KakK BOeHHBIE KOPa0/Iu IOCTeIeHHO MPUOIMKaauch, aTMocdepa CTaHOBUIACH BCE
0osee HampsiKeHHOU. JTomOacc ¢ MTUKOBaHMEM HaOIIomas 3a HETIOOBUKHEIM BOEHHEIM KOpabjiem
Mepnuta. OH yCMEXHYJICS.

«OHHU OTKPOIOT JIIOK MHa4Y€e MBl HEMEe[JIEHHO OTKPOeM OTOHb!»
«bur, 6umn, 6un. Hen3BeCTHLIM BXOOSAININYM BEI30B, IPUHSITE?»

BHyTpu BoeHHOTO KOpabys MepnrHa pa3aalics Ipeaynpexkoalollui 3ByK, 3aCTaBUB BCeX HAIPSYbCS
eIlé CUJIbHEee.

«IIpUHATE.»

Bckope Ha 3KpaHe IOSBUIICS YeT0BEK, IOX0XKHUK Ha BOeHHOTO oduilepa. OH TOBOPUI MPAYHBIM U
IPSIMOJIMHENHBIM TOHOM.

«Komanaup BTOporo 6aTanboHa IPUKaA3bIBA€T BaM OTKPHITH JIIOK U SBUTLCS Ha MPOBEPKY. B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae MBI COUTEM Bac BpaxkKeCKUM KopabjieM U YHUUTOXUM!»

Kak TonmbKO OH 3aKOHYMII TOBOPUTD, BOEHHBIM O(UIlep CTall CIOKOWHO XK[IaTh pPellleHrusT MepiarHa.



«Jlymato, y Hac HeT Opyroro BeIOOpa, KpOMeE KaK IMO3BOJIUTh UM BOUTH...»

Hes3aBucuMo oT TOro, Kak cujibHO bennno HeHaBUAen Iofei U3 BTOPOI'O 0aTanboHA, OH IIOHUMAJ
BCIO CEPhE3HOCTh CUTYyalluN. Ecnu onu IIpoaoJIZKaT COIIPOTUBIIATECSA, CKOpee BCEero, OHU 6YI[YT
YHHUYTOZXKEHHI.

«OTKIIOYUTH KaHAJl CBA3H.»
BmecTo 3TOr0 MepinuH BHIKIIIOUNII 9KpaH, U ero ryOsl CKpUBUIIUCH B yIIBIOKE.

B 9T0 BpeMst OH yKe OB TOTOB IPUMEHUTH KOHTPOJIb Hafl pa3yMoOM. B TakoM ciTydae OH ITPOCTO
CUJION BOUMET B IITab apMUU BOCCTAHUS U MOJIYYUT KOHTPOIIb HaJl €€ YacThio. [Tociie 3TOro oH MOr,
He TOPOTISICh PACCIIPOCUTH UX O CEKpeTax 3TOr0 U3MEpPEHHUS.

[TpocTo TaKo¥M MOCTYIIOK OB CTUIIKOM OIIPOMETYUBLIM U IOAPa3yMeBan ero pa3obnavyenue. Ecnu oH
IIPUBJIEYET BHUMAHKE apMuK U ceHata ®emepanuu ATaHToB, 3To OymeT KaTacTpohuyecKui IpoBal
€ro0 MUCCHUHY.

«Cap KOMaHAUP, OHU 3aBEPILUIIN PA3TOBOP U [I0 CUX I1OP HE OTKPHIBAJIM JIIOK.»

B riazax JIom6acca nosiBusicst 671eCK, KOTOPHIE He IpefBelai ero IpOTUBHIUKAM HUYET0 XOPOILIETO.
OH He 0XHUMAJ, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha OKPyXKeHHe [IBeHa/IaThi0 BOBHHHIMU KOPA6ISiMU, OHU BCE PABHO
OTKAXKYTCS COATHCS.

«XM, B TaKOM CJly4yae YHUUYTOXKbTE UX!»
Jlombacc He Konebancs ¥ HeMe[JIeHHO IPHUKa3ajl OTKPHITh OT'OHb.

BHe3amHo OCIenuTEeIbHBIN Iy CBETA BHIPBAJICS U3 aJIeKOH IMyCTOTH U PE3KO yOapHUII 110 Kopabiio
KoMaHpytorero Jlomb6acca. B oqHO MrHOBEHME YPOBEHb €T0 SHEPTHUH yIIaj 60jiee YeM Ha MSIThAECST
npotieHToB. Elle oguH ymap - ¥ ero Kopabib OyIeT YHUYTOXKEH.

«YepT BO3bMHU, BOEHHEIN KOPabiib YpOBHS uMnepuu. KTo mocMen aTakoBaTh MO KOpabyib?»

JTombacc ObLT HEBEPOSITHO pa3rHeBaH. MrHOBeHUE Ha3al, KOTOa SIPKO BCIIBIXHYJ OCJIEMUTEbHBIN
CBeT, OH ITPAKTUYECKH OILIYTUII aypy mpubnuxaruieicss cMeptu. C Tex 1mop, Kak OH CTasl
KOMaHIXPOM BTOPOro 6aTajbOHa, OH yXKe JOJIr0e BPeMs He CTaJIKUBAJICS CO CTOJIb CUITbHOM
OTacHOCTHIO. [lazke KOTfla OHM HaXOJWJIKCh B OCajie BOEHHBIX Kopabnei demepaliuu, OH IPOCTO [aBal
MHCTPYKLKHU U3 JaJIEKoro U 6e3omacHoro Mecra. OH He YyBCTBOBAJI 3TOT0O y2KaCaloOIIero OIyIeHNs
COIIPUKOCHOBEHHUS CO CMEPTHIO.

OpHako IpsiMO ceddac 10 HUM CTPEJISiT HAaCTOSIINY BOeHHBIM KOpabiib ypoBHS uMmepun. Eciu Ovl OH
He TIOfiepKUBaJl 9HEPTeTUUEeCKUH IUT IPOCTO Ha BCAKUU CITydal, BO3MOXKHO, OHU ObLIN OBI
pPa3HeCceHH Ha KYCKU OMHUM yIapoM.

«Cap KOMaHOWP, TI0X0XKe, 3TO MPUOBIIK JIIOAU U3 TepBoro OaTanboHa!»

3aMecTUTENb KOMaHAMPa Bpofe OBl OIy4Yus KaKyio-To nHpopmaluio. OH yKa3all Ha 9KpaH. M3
KPOMEIIIHOM ThMBI ITI0KAa3aJiCsl OTPOMHBIY (PIIOT. 3HAKM OTIMYUS Ha BOEHHBEIX KOpabiigx He MO3BOJIUIN
Obl UM OIIMOUTHCS. DTO ObIT KOMaHAUP MepBoro GaTanboHa KeHo.

«ITepBhiti 6aTanboH? YepT mobepu, 3aUueM OHU ciofia mpuinu? He oOpaiialiTe Ha HUX BHUMaHUS.
OTKpO¥TE OTOHB U IJIST Hadajla YHUYTOXKbTE 9TOT BOEHHBIN KOPabyIb YPOBHS UMIIEPUU! »



Jluto Jlombacca notemuesno. OH cyuTal, 4yTo nobesia y HETo yXKe B KapMaHe, HO HEOXKUIaHHO
TTPUOBLT TEPBEIN 6ATATBOH, eIé U C TAKUM OTPOMHBIM (HJIOTOM.

«But, BXOASUIUN HEeU3BECTHRIN BBI30B, IIPUHSITE?»

JIuto Jlombacca IepeKoCUsio OT SPOCTH. B KOHIle KOHI[OB OH BCE K€ Pellnsl MPUHSTh BH30B. TyT XKe
Ha 9KpaHe MOSBUJICS XOPOIIIO CJI0XKEHHHIN odullep. YBumes ero, nuiio Jlombacca 1 BOBCe
IIPEBPATUIOCH B TPUMacCy.

«JIombacc, 51 Oymy moKambBaTh 000 BCceX TBOMX AeucTBUsAX JIumepy. I[loaToMy, mydllle CKaXXu CBOUM
KopabsM, 4TOOBl OHM He HelCTBOBAIM OMPOMETYHBO. Bce B B3SITH Ha IpHIleNl. BO3MOXKHO, Y Bac
eCTb ellle HeCKOJIbKO BOGHHEIX Kopabyiel ypOBHS UMIIEPUH, HO He 3a0bIBaliTe, YTO Balll KOPabyb yxKe
omHaXIe! OBLT TOpaxkEéH. HTEPECHO, BEIEPKUT JTH OH BTOPOH ymap?»

ItuM opuriepom OblT KOMaHAUDP KeHo u3 mepBoro 6aTanboHa.

JTombacc xoten IIOCTYIIUTH ITO-CBOEMY, HO ITOCKOJIEKY OH HaXOOWJICA Ha IIpHUIiejie, Y HEero He OBLITO
apyroro BbI60pa, KpOMe€ KaK IIOOaBUTh CBOE HUMITYJIbCUBHOE XKEJIaHHue. EMy He XO0TeJIOCh CHOBa
OIyTUTE 3Ty aypPy CMEPTH, TeM 0oyee, 94TO 3TOT BEICTPEJI MOT" OKa3aThCs OJIsd HETO IIOCIIETHUM.

«IIpekpatuth Oross. OTCTYyIIAEM. »

Becmomorusiit JJombacc oToaTh eMMHCTBEHHBIM BO3MOXKHEINA B 9THX 00CTOSITEICTBAX IIPUKa3. TeM He
MeHee, OH, He MHUTras, I0OCMOTpel Ha KeHO U ycMexHycs.

«KeHo, 9T0 M0t 000POHUTENbHBIM PETHOH, IIJIIOC 3TOT BOEHHBIM KOPabIlb pa3pyIIuil MO0 KPEIoCTh
Ne8. 4 mopo3peBato, 4yTO Ha 60pTy HaxomuTcs mmuoH Pefmeparuu. [Jaxke eciu Bbl JOBEOETE 3TO IO
cBemeHus Jlugepa, BaM He YUTU HEBPEIUMEBIM. »

«JTOT BOEHHBIH KOPaOilb YPOBHS UMIIEPUU YKe COTJIACHUIICS ITPUCOEIUHUTLCS K ITepBOMY GaTaiboHY.
Ecnu OB He IPEMSITCTBYUE CO CTOPOHBI BTOPOro 0aTanboHa, y HETO He ObII0 Obl IPUYMHEL Pa3pyIIUTh
BAlIlly KPEIOCTh, BHI He HaxoauTe? bojee TOro, pa3 BOEHHLIM KOPaO/ib YPOBHS UMIIEPUU CMOT
Pas3pyIIKTh BaIlly KPEIOCTh, 3HAYHUT Ballla 3alliuTa He 0c000 BIeYaTaseT. A 4To ecyu Obl apus
depmepauuu meiCTBUTENBHO IPUIIIa ObI? Balla KpaiHsasi HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTb KpaliHe CMYyIIaeT
apMMUIO TTOBCTaHIEB. {1 yBepeH, 4To Halll Jlugep OymeT CUIbHO pa30ovyapoBaH BTOPHIM OaTalbOHOM.»

Kommangep KeHo ObI1 HEBO3MYTHM, B €0 I'Jla3aX UCKPUJICS HAMEK Ha HAaCMeIKY. Llenbio KpenocTu
OblyTa 3alUTa OT BOEHHHIX KOopabel Takoro ypoBHs. Kaxkas KpemnocTh OOJzKHa CyMEThb ITIepeXBaTUTh
KaK MUHHMYM [IBa-TPX BOEHHBIX KOpaOis.

OpHako oHa Oblyla YHUUTOXKEH BCEro OOHUM KopabyéM. X0TsI 9TOMY CIIoCOOCTBOBAIO0 MHOXKECTBO
(GbakKTopoB, HanpuMep, TOT GakT, YTO OHa He OblIa IOJIHOCTHIO ITOATOTOBIIEHA, Hellb3s1 OTPUIIATh, YTO
KPEeIOCTh BCE-TaKu OblIa pa3pyIleHa.

Ecnu OBl OHU [IOJIOXKUIN O TAKOM MHUKOEHTe JIufepy, To OH CKopee HakKa3an Obl BTOPOH GaTaIboH.
CnycTtst HeKoTOopoe BpeMs Jlombacc, HaKOHell, CTUCHYJI 3yOHl ¥ 0TO3BaJl BCE CBOM BOEHHbLIE KOpalu.
«Xa-xa, 9TO MepBHIi OaTamboH. ITO KoMaHTup Keno!»

Habmniomas 3a MpOUCXOOAIIMM Ha 3KpaHe, bennuo u octanbHble ObUIM BHe cebs 0T pagoCTd. 3a HUMU
IPHUIIeIT IePBEIN OaTaaboH.



«bun. HensBeCTHBIN 3apoc Ha CBA3b. [IpUHATE?»
«ITpuHATE!»

MepnuH yBULEN, 4TO Ha 9KpaHe IOSIBUIICS KPenKuil ohuiiep ¢ NpOHUIATEIbHEIM B3TJIIA0M. OTO OBIIO
JKUBOE OJIUI[ETBOPEHNE BOEHHOTO OuIlepa - CTPOTul, UMII03aHTHbIM, BlIaCTHBIH!

Korpa Benmnuo yBugen ero, OH CTal IpefenbHo cephe3HbM. OH cpa3y 2Ke 0TparnopToBal:

«Komanaup Keno, aTo kanutad MepnuH. OH x0Tes Obl BCTYIIUTh B apMUIO IIOBCTAHIIEB, HO
CTOJIKHYJICSI C IPENSATCTBUSIMHU BTOPOT0 OaTajaboHa.»

CypOBOG BEIPpaZKE€HUE JINIla KOMaHOHuPa KeHo mocTeneHHo CMAT4anoch, ¥ OH CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUII:

«$1 3Ha10, HO OHHU 0OJIbIIE He TOCMEIOT IPUYMHUTDL BaM Bpel. Kamutan MepnuH, moxkanyicra, BeJuTe
CBO¥M Kopabib nmo3apu Kopabied mepBoro 6aTanboHa. Mel 6yieM 3aluinaTh Bac, oKa He fobepeMcs
no 6a3wl mepBoro 0aTaaboHA.»

MepnuH KUBHY U HUYEro He OTBeTUI. brarogapst CBoeBpeMeHHOMY BMEIIaTeNNbCTBY IIEPBOT0
OaTasniboHa B CaMblii KDUTHYECKUI MOMEHT €My He NIPUIIIOCh PacKpPhIBaTh CBOIO HACTOSIIYIO
JIMYHOCTD U CIIOCOOHOCTH, UTO €ro O4YeHb pafoBalo.

[ToaToMy OH HEMEJIEHHO MpUKa3a «MaTpuiie» 3almyCTUTh KOpabib U TOJIETENT 3a TePBHIM
0aTaJIbOHOM.

Jlombacc He 0OCMENHUIICS OTKPHITh OTOHb. B 9TOT pa3 OH He TOJIBKO IIOTEPST KPEeIloCTh, HO U He CMOT
IIPENOTBPATUTh YCUJIEHKE TTepBoro 6aTaaboHa.

«Keno... XM... BpemeHnu em€ MHoro. [Toka JIufgepy Hy2KHBI MBI ¥ HalllU IIeCTHAALATh BOEHHBIX
Kopabyed ypoBHS UMIIEPHH, 5T BCE paBHO Oymy KOMaHAUPOM BTOPOro OaTaiboHa!»

Xotst JTom6Gacc mPOCTO KUTIETT OT SIPOCTH, eMy HHUero He 0CTaBaj0Ch, KPOMeE KakK OTHATh TPUKa3
GbmoTy BepHYThCS Ha 0asy.

BayTpu BoeHHOr0 Kopabins MepnrHa Bennno u gpyrue B3mOXHYIH C 00JIeTYeHNEM.

«MeprnuH, HE BOIHYHTECh, KOMMaHep KeHo HaBepHsIKa BEICOKO OIIEHHUT Bac. Kak TOTBKO BEI
npulyneTe B IEPBLIY OaTanboH, BH OyfgeTe B 6€3011aCHOCTH. »

Bennuo nmoxnmonan MeprnuHa 110 mieyy.
«XM?»

MepnuH He 0TBeTUII. [IpucoenuHeHNEe K IepBOMY OaTallbOHY apMHUU BOCCTAHUS OBITIO JIUIIL HavyaaoM
B ero IjaHe!
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