B Benukomensnom aBopue Boccenan bxyTto XVII. B maHHBIM MOMEHT OH YyBCTBOBAJI Ce0s Tak, Kak
OynTo Bcé OBIIIO B ero pyKax. Korga crapeiiniHa MPUHEC U3 TAWHOTO MECTa 30JI0ThIE HOCIIeXH, OH
HCIIBITAll MX Ha IPAKTUKE, IO3BOJINB CTapetIInHaM KOPOIeBCKOM CEMbH aTaKOBATh €r0 30 BCEX CHIIL.
C 3ammToii 3070T0M OpoHU aTaku Benukoro Bonire6HuKa ObIIN HECYIIECTBEHHBIMU,

910 OBITIO0 COKpPOBHUIIE Haxe Oojee MolrHoe, yeM [IyprnypHo-30/10Tast KOpoHa. biaromapst emy
IIpaBJIeHNe KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH CTajio Ovl 601ee CTaOMIbHEIM.

B cBsi3u ¢ atum bxyTtTo XVII faxke pacnpoCTpaHUII 3Ty HOBOCTh II0 Pa3/IMYHBIM KaHanaM. Cpa3y xke
HOBOCTb O TOM, YTO KOPOJIEBCKasi CeMbsI MOIy4YnIia COKpoBHUIlle, 60jiee MOTYIIEeCTBEHHOE, YeM
[TypnypHO-30510Tasg KOpOHa, paCIpoCTPaHUIaCh CO CKOPOCTHIO JIECHOTO IT0XKapa. OTO 3aCTaBUJIO
IPUCMUPETh 3aKIuHaTelel, KOTOPhle MUTaIX HEJOBOJILCTBO CIIOKUBIIUICA CUTyallueH.

Opuako 6osnics u bxyrTo XVII. Kak BepxoBHBEIM MOHapX, 0osibiie Bcero oH 0osinics [TepBoro
cTrapeumivHel Cor3a 3aknuHaTeneu, MepiuHa.

30510THIE HOCIIEXH JOCTal oyist Hero MepnuH. OH ke cMor 1o0enuTh boxkecTBeHHHIX Bepymommx
LlepkBu CBeTa, TO3TOMY 30JI0THIE JOCIIEXH OBIIIM IJIST HET0 HeCYIeCTBeHHOM mperpamoun.

[ToaTOMy eAMHCTBEHHEIM OECIIOKOKWCTBOM, KOTOPOe oMpaydaso cepate bxyrro XVII 6611 MepiuH.

BHe3amnHo B I'J1aBHOM 3aJle OSBUIaCh IPOCTPAaHCTBEHHAS psA0b. BcKope U3 He€ BhHINIIA 3HAKOMas
¢urypa.

Ceppnue bxyrTo XVII MOATIPEITHYI0, HO IIOCTIE TOTO, KaK OH IIPUCMOTPEJICS, B €T0 rjla3ax
IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO CTPaHHOE BhIpaXKeHue, KOTra OH MATKO CKa3all:

«Bomnire6HUK MepiyH, Bb HaKOHEI] BEPHYIUCh. »
Korga MepnuH ocMOTpes Ha HECKOJIBKO OIIeIoMIEHHOT0 bxyTTo XVII, OH CIIOKO#HO CKa3an:
«BepHo, s HaKOHeL BepHYyJIcA. [JoBoIbHEL 11 Baiie BenuyecTBo 30/10TEIMU AOCIIEXaMU?»

«$1 0YeHb IOBOJIEH UMHU. ITO COKPOBHUIIE Haxe 0ojee rpo3Hoe, yeM [IypnypHOo-30/10Tast KOPOHa.
3ak/IMHATENN U3 KPYIHBIX OpraHu3annii 007bile He HalleJIeHBl Ha KOPOJIEBCKYI0 ceMbio. Bcé aTo
0Ka3aJI0Ch BO3MOXKHAIM JIUIIE O/1arofgaps BaM.»

BxyTtTo XVII 6511 T7Ty00KO YOOBIETBOPEH 30JI0THIMHU HocrexaMu. C Tex MMop, KakK OH IOJTy4uI UX, OH
HOCHJI UX HEe CHUMas.

«Kaxkoe obreruenue, 4To Bbl UMM I0BOJIbHEI. OOHAKO S CIIBIIIAT, YTO V Barero BemuyecTBa BCE elré
€CThb IPo0JIeMEI?» - CIIPOCKIT Mep/IuH ¢ HaMEKOM Ha YIIBIOKY.

Bripaxenue nuna bxyrro XVII m3MeHUn0Ch, KOTrfa ero cepfle CKajoch ele cunbHee. KoHeYHO, OH
3HaJI, 4To uMell B Buny MepnuH. K HacTosameMy BpeMeHu bxyTto XVII 0CHOBaI OTPOMHYI0 UMIIEPUIO.
910 OBlna BTOpas KpynHas uMmiepus nocie Mmnepuu Morra.

Takum o6pa3om, bxyTrTo XVII 6eciokousncs o Coto3e 3aknrHaTenel. bonee Toro, ero BoJiHOBa
MMEHHO MepnuH.

XoTsa Y HETro OBILTIM BCE 9TH OIlaCEeHUusi, OH HEe MOTI' UX BEICKA3aTk.

[ToaTomy BxyTtTo XVII MOT TONBKO YIBIOHYTHCS U CKa3aTh:



«3ajoXeHne OCHOBBI UMIIEPUY, €CTECTBEHHO, CBA3aHO CO MHOTUMU BelllaMU, HEKOTOPhIEe M3 KOTOPBIX
BBI3HIBAIOT Y MEHS T'0JIOBHYI0 0071b. BonmeOHUK MepiuH, Ha 9TOT pa3 BaM CIeOyeT OCTaThCS B
HmnepckoM ropoze Ha 60yiee OIMTENbHOE BPeMs, UTOOB KaK ClieflyeT pa300paThCs B MOJIOKEHUH el
HOBOU HMIIEPUH.

BxyTTo XVII 6611 yBepeH B CBOUX CUJIaX U CIOCOOHOCTSIX, KaK IIpaBuTess. PaHee moy ero
ynpasneHueM KoponeBcTBo YepHou JIyHEI IPOLIBETANO OeHb OTO OHS, II0Ka OHU He CTOJIKHYJIUCH C
6onee moryulecTBeHHOM MMnepuel Cearoro Ceera.

B aroT nepuop pa3nuuHble ctpateruu bxyrto XVII cMaryuny naHuky, BEI3BaHHYIO BOWHOMU. [locne
TOT0, KaK ocTaBuInecs cuibl LlepkBu CBeTa UCUe3Ny, BCI UMIIEPHS IOCTENIEHHO ABUHYACh K 6oee
OrmaronpusaTHOMY OyAyIIEMY.

MepnuH nokadan ronoBoi. EMy 60mbilie He HyKHO ObIJIO 0cTaBaThCsl B CliaBHOM 3eMiie, T03TOMY OH
IPSIMO CKa3aul:

«41 cobupaioch MOKUHYTH 3TO MeCTO. BO3MOXKHO, 51 HUKOITIa HE BEPHYCh, X B 3TOM CJIydae MHe
npumgeTcs mobecrmokouTs Baite BenuuecTBo, MOIPOCUB 103ab0TUTHCS O KJIaHe YUIICOHOB U Peruone
Témuoit Maruu.

«Hukorga He BEpHETECH?»

BxytTto XVII 6511 ommenomied. HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3aa MepiuH MOSBUIICS TaK BHE3AIIHO, a TENEPh
CHOBA IIJTaHMPOBaI UCYE3HYTL? BO3MOXKHO, OH COOMpAICS MOTHOCTHIO MOAATHCS B OTIIEIbBHUKHY, KaK
MHorue Benukue BonmeOHUKY B IOMCKAX BHICIINX BO3MOXKHOCTeH 3aKIuHaTeNen?

Tem He MeHee BxyTTo XVII GBHICTPO OMpPABUIICS OT yauBIeHus. [ Hero 9To OblIa Jaydlinas HOBOCTh,
II03TOMY OH HEMEe[JIEHHO NIpUHSAI pelneHre. OH cKa3ajl TUXUM I'0JI0COM:

«Bomme6buuk MepnuH, OynbTe yBepeHbl. iMnepus Ha30BET Baliero otia, Ong YuncoHa,
HaCJIeICTBEHHLIM I'epI[OroM, a TOpofia, OKpyXKatommue biaskyoTep-cuty, 6yayT lepefaHsl TepLory
Yurncony, crtas TeppuTopuen KiaHa YuiacoHoB. UTo Kacaetcs Pernona TemMHou Maruu, KopojieBCKast
ceMbsi Bceryia OyfieT mpucMaTpuUBaTh 3a HUMU. BBl BHECIIM OTPOMHBIM BKJIa[l B MUD 3aKJIMHATENEeH, 0
KOTOPOM KOpOJIEBCKasl CeMbsl HUKOTa He 3abymeT.»

Mepnus kuBHyN. C €ro HEIHEITHUM aBTOPUTETOM HUKTO He MOT NIPEfCTaBIIATh YIPO3kl AJd KllaHa
Yuncornos. Kpome Toro, nociue Toro, Kak oOH rnepepgasn 3HaHus U3 30HHL [IycTOTH], KilaHy YUICOHOB U
Pernony TémHOM Maruu oHU CcTanu cuiIbHee. MepuH 00JbIle He BOTHOBAICA 00 UX JajabHEUIIen
cymn0e.

«Bamre BenuuecTtBo, Coro3 3akIuHATeIed CKOPo pacriameTcs. [lepBoHaYaIbHO OH OBIT OCHOBAH KaK
BpeMeHHasl Mepa 60pb0sI ¢ LlepkoBbio CBeTa. Temneps, KOTAa s yX0XKYy, OH eCTECTBEHHEIM 00pa3oM
pacnapercs. Bame BenruecTBo, S HafieloCh, YTO MOJ BalllMM PYKOBOACTBOM MUD 3aK/IMHATENen
MOXKEeT CHOBa 3aCBUETENIbCTBOBATh UCTUHHYIO ClaBy anoxu Mmnepuu Monra.»

TeM He MeHee MepnuH 3HaJ, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. CITUIIKOM TPYOHO OTHAEIEHHOU OT LIUBUIU3aIUU
CnaBHOH 3eMJie CHOBA 3aCHUSTh.

[Tocrne TOro, Kak OH 3aKOHYMJI TOBOPUTh, MepiuH He cTall kKhaTh oTBeTa bxyTTo XVII 1 pa3opsan
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. B MTHOBEHME OKa OH KMCuUe3 U3 3ajla, Kak OyOTo ero Tam u He OBLIO.

B mecsiTu THICSTYax METPOB BHIIIE B BO3AyXe MOsIBUIACh GUrypa MeprnuHa. Ero B3risg CKOIB3HYII 10
MUpPY BHU3Y. IT0 Obiyia CrtaBHAs 3eMJisi, KOTOPYIO OH TaK XOPOILIO 3HaJI, HO Tenepb OH coOuparsncs



yutu. bonee Toro, mocie TOro, Kak OH YUIET Ha 3TOT pPa3, OH, BEPOSITHO, HUKOTa HE BEPHETCH.

MepnuH KoHTponupoBas CrnaBHy0 3eMi0. Ero co3nanue pacrnpoCcTpaHUIoch Ha biaskyoTep-cuTu.
Tam 3aMoOK YuicoHa K TOMy BpeMeHU ObUI 3amoiHeH moabMu. Onp YuncoH npuBen ¢ cob6oi 4IeHoB
KJaHa YUJICOHOB U BepHYJCS B BakyoTep-cutu. bnarogaps BO3MOXKHOCTH BEPHYTHCS Ha POAUHY B
TIoCJIegHUE TOOBl KU3HY, er0 CaMoe 3aBeTHOe KejlaHue ObLIO BEIIOJIHEHO.

ToncTeii CTapBIfI I'aTT ToKe CIOKOMHO HACIaXKOaaCs CBOMMHM 30JI0THIMHU T'OTaMH.

Co3nanue Mepnuna pacuupuiocs. [1o mupokou gopore K ropogy CseTa Clelus 3Kunax. B kapete
cuperna cenosiiacas Xapuasa.

Ona coBceM HenaBHO Brlexasna u3 bnakyoTep-cutu. Kasanock oHa He Morya 6osblile XKaaTh HA
CEKYHAHI, 4TOObI BEPHYTHCS B ropoy CBeTa, UCIIONIHUB CBOE IMOCIIeIHEE XKeJlaHue.

«IIpomaii, Xapusa!»
Mepnun Tuxo npobopmotan. OH 3HaJ, YTO €1 0CTAJIOCh KUTh HEOMTO.
«XM?»

B skunaxe Xapu3sa, Ka3ajioch, YTO-TO [10UyBCTBOBajla. OHa OTKMHYJIa 3aHaBEeCKU KapeThl. B Barox
BOPBAJICS XOJIOOHBIM BETED, HO OHA HUYET0 He YBUIea.

«9T0 cTpaHHO. [ToyeMy MHe MOKa3asoCh, YTO S TOJIBKO YTO CJIbIIIaza 3HaKOMBIU TOJI0C?»

KapeTa oThexasna emné fnasblie, MefieHHo npubnuxasch K ropony Cera. Cepplie Xapu3ssl ObII0
HaIlOJTHEHO 3MOIMSIMHU, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJIO ee MeuToil BCcel KU3HU BepHYThCA B ['opon CBerTa ...

«Bombile HUYETo He YIIyCTUI.»

CkB03b InmeMeHTHOe [Ipoucxoxkmenre MepnauH Mor HaOm0gaTh 3a MHOTHUMH JTIOIbMU, KOTOPHIX OH
3HaJI, ¥ MeCcTaMu, KOTOpPHIE OH ITocellan. Brlmy T OHKM 3HAKOMEI UK HET, MepIIuH MOT BCE 3TO
BHUTIETh.

TeM He MeHee B 9TOT MOMEHT BCE IIpoucxopsdmee TaM BHU3Y HEe KMEJIO OTHOIIEHUA K MepHI/IHy.

CnaBHas 3emsis Oblyla HaganoM IIyTu MepiivHa, HO OIpefeIEHHO He Oblna ero KOHLOM. EMy HYKHO
Ob1710 BepHYTHCS B 30HY IIyCTOTHI.

«Brryx.»

Be3o Bcsakux Konebanuit MepnuH B3MbIT B He60 CnaBHOM 3eMnu. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI HaBlieHHeE MTeYaTu
OecrpereIeHTHOM CHJTHL.

Ona Hecna B cebe oueBUAHYI0 cuiny TpEX CoBepineHHbIX BonmebHuKkoB. CroMaTh mevaTh CHApyXKH,
4yTOOH TonacTs B CnaBHY0 3eMiio, OBI0 IPaKTUUYEeCKU HEBO3MOXKHO.

OpHako, 4TOOB! BHIMTH U3HYTPHU U MOMACTh B 30HY [IyCTOTHI, BCE, UTO HYXKHO OBIIO, - 3TO CUJIA
HapaBHe c JlereHpoi. [ToaToMy mo3apu MepiuHa MOSBUIOCH pa3HoLBeTHOE Bomme6Hoe Ceppte.



BypHast Marudeckast Cujla pBaHy/Iach BIEPEN, MPEBPATUBILKCE B TUTAHTCKUN KyJakK.

B mevaTtu oOpa3oBanack OBICTPO 3aTATUBAIOINASLCS AbIPa, ¥ MepIIuH BOCIIOIH30BAJICS STHM
MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI HEMEJIEHHO BEIATH HAPYXKY.

Caaroii cBeT okpyxkain MaMmepenue CBeta. Boxns MHOTHX 00T0B, Bor CBeTa, KOTOPHI OCHOBAI
00KeCTBEeHHYIO OpraHu3aluio, ceiyac obuancs ¢ 6eCYuciIeHHbBIM KOJIMYeCTBOM BePYIOIIUX.

«OH TIOABUJICA?»

Bopyr Bor CeTa, Ka3ai0Ch, 4TO-TO 3aMeTHJI, X Ha ero JIKlle T0SBUJIOCh CTPaHHOe BhipaxeHue. OH
TIOCTOSTHHO Habitoman 3a CriaBHOM 3eMJIEN M MTHOBEHHO 0OHapyKuBasl Ii00be U3MEHEHUS.

Ha aToT pa3 MepnuH, pa3pyIIUBIINY €T0 aBaTap, HaKOHeL MOKUHYI ClaBHYo 3eMIio!

«Haxonen-To Tl nokuHyn CrnaBHy!o 3emo. Ha 3T0T pas, KTo Obl 9TO HU OBLI, OHU HE CMOTYT Te0s
criactu!»

B crepmytoiiee MrHOBeHME KOMOCcanbHOe Teno bora CBeTa MrHOBEHHO HCYE3TI0.

Korga MepnuH cHOBa BoIi€n B 30HY [IyCTOTHI, BCE ero Teso pacciaabunock. Korma oH cMOTpen Ha
YEPHYI0, KaK CMOJIb 30HY IIyCTOTHI, OH YYBCTBOBAJI HU C YeM HE CPAaBHUMOE UYBCTBO OTM30CTH.

«f] HAKOHeI] BEPHYJICA.»

Ero npe6OriBanue B CrnaBHOM 3eMiie OBITIO HEOOITHM, HO OH ITPOIIENT Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO ITepexXHUBaHuH,
KOTOPHIE BHI3BAJIK Y HET0 OypHBIE SMOLIMU. BepHYBIINMCEH B 3HAKOMYIO, TUXYI0 30HY [IyCTOTHI, OH OBLI
HeCpaBHEHHO pacciabiieH.

OpHako, mpexfe ueM Mep/iuH cMOT BO3pafoBaThCA Ha HEro HaBaJIUJIOCh yKacallllee flaBieHre. B
3oHe [TycTOTH He GBIJIO HY TPOCTPAHCTBA, HU BPEMEHY, HO BHE3AITHO TOSIBUIACh OCIIETIISTIONAst
BCIIBIIIIKA CBETa.

3HaKoOMas CHuia, comepxKallascs B 3TOM CBSIIIIEHHOM CBETe, 3aCTaBuiIa MepiinHa COOPOTHYThCS.
«Bor Cseta?»

Cpasy xke Mepnun nogymai o bore Ceeta. Emé Korga oH YHUUTOXKUII €70 aBaTap, MepiuH 3HaJl, YTo
OH MOXKET CTaTh 1enbio bora CBeTa, HO HUKOIa He 0XKKIAJl, YTO OH Oy[eT IMOCTOSTHHO CIEOUTh 3a
CrnaBHOM 3eMJIEH B 0XKUIAHUU €T0 IIOSBJICHUSI.

Bonee Toro, kak Tompko Bor CBeTa moyyBCTBOBas, YT0 MepnuH nokuuys ClnaBHY 3eMIT0, OH
IPUILET CIofia caM. ITo 610 HacTos1ee Teno bora Ceeta. OH CTONBKO JIET He MoKupan Mamepenue
CeTa, a Temneps IPUIIET IIPOCTO AJIST TOTO, YTOOH yOUTh MepnuHa!

B ocnmenuTenbHOM, yKacAoLEM CBETe MOSBUIACh OTPOMHAs GUTypa, UCTOYamas 0eCKOHEYHYI0
BHYILIUTENIbHYIO CUITY. TOIBKO IpenebHble CYLIeCTBa MOTJIM UTHOPUPOBATL OTCYTCTBUE
IIPOCTPAHCTBA ¥ BpeMeHu 30HH I1ycTOTH. UM HYKHO OBITIO TOIBKO HALIETUTHCS Ha MECTO, YTOOH
npuOLITL TYOa HeMeIJIEeHHO.



9TOTO0 MMO3BOJIsANIA HOCTUYb MOOUIIHU3AIMS CUJIH €CTECTBEHHOTO ITOPsaKa!
«Kpolreunslid, HagoeOIuBLIM 3aKIMHATEIb, yMpU!»

Bor CBeTa He MOT BEIHECTH TOT'0, YTO ITPOCTOM 3aK/IMHATEIb, KOTOPHIM Haxe He Obl JlereHmoi,
YHUYTOXKUIJ ero aBatap. [1o03ToMy BO BpeMs aTaKu OH OBIJI ITOJIOH HeromoBaHusA. OrpoMHas J1afloHb,
oOpa3oBaHHas CBSIILIEHHBIM CBETOM, OKyThIBajla BCIO BUIUMYIO I'7Ta30M YacTh 30HHI [IyCTOTH,
CTpeMsch K MepiuHy.

9To0 OblNTa CMepTeJIbHAas aTaKa IIPeneyIibHOr0 CyIIeCTBa - Bora CgerTa!
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